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STATE OF THE CATHOLIC CAUSE.-A CATHOLIC COLU3OE FOR LIMERICK DIOCESE. 
-AGITATXON OF TIEE VETOvEToc~0BLE GONDUCT OF ¶!BE CATHOLIC BISHOP AND 
CLERGY OF LI?dXRICK, I~C.--ST~TE 09 THB COUNTY OY LIMERICK.- 
WELLINGTON. - DR. MILNER. - O'CONNELL.-- GALLANT LIMERICK MEN 
ABROAD.-BDCHE.--DE UOY.-GOUGEI--PROQI1ESS OF EVENTS, &C. &C. 

WE have to go back a little to take a retrospot of the mnduct and of the 
struggles of the Catholics of Limerick, soon after the series of events with 
which our preceding chapter has been so largely occupied. The rebellion of 
'98, the attempt of Ernmett in 1803, the insolent bigotry and exclusive 
monopoly of the Orange party inside and outside the Corporation, the decay 
of trade> which to a great extent was influenced by ithe Act of Union and 
other causes, had clouded but not destroyed the dawning hopes of the 
Catholics. The Right Rev. John Young, though a h loyalist, and rm 
anxious supporter of order, was at the same time thoroughly devoted 
to the best interests of his counby, and the Catholic religion possessed in him 
a fearless and accomplished defender and advocate in all times and seasons. 
Learned,' indefatigable, devoted to study, and to the exacting duties of his ex- 
alted station, he was an example of piety and self-denial, andoexercised an 
influence, by the unostentatious perfommce of his duty, which was widely felt 
beyond the confines of his extensive diocese. There was no diocesan 
seminary or college, at this period, in Munster9 except the small one at 
Peter's Cell, Limerick, and that of St. John's, Waterford, which continues to 
flourish up to this our own day, when Dr. Young conceived the idea of found- 
ing a college, suited to the increasing requirements of the diocese. In this he 
was aided not only by the clergy, but by the Catholic pitizens, who in 1805, had 
entered into large subscriptions for the purpose : the site was at Park, within 
the demesne of Park House, which Dr. Young had purchased for t1800, as 
a residence for the Bishops of the diocese ; he presided over the college, 
which sent out many distinguished clergymen.2 In  the agitation which now 
grewup, connected with the Catholic claims, nothing became of more absorbing 
and intense interest than the question of the VETO-in other wmds, the 
permission of government hterference in the appointment of Catholic Bishops 
-a proposal against which, the Catholic Hierarchy of Ireland had protested, 
and not one of them with more simpleness of purpose and directness of aim, 
than Dr. Young in 1808, when a solemn synod was held in Dublin, and 
when their sentiments were expressed in language not to be mistaken or 

1 Dr. Yonng possessed the Black Book of Limerick, which bears the marks of hia industry in 
his chronological division of its contents. He had a achool for the poor in Newgate-lane, which 
was attended by his sister, Miss Yonng, with careful assiduity ; he had the catechism translated 
into Irish, and the English and Irish version published together by M'Auliff the printer in Quay 
lane, and several editions of it went through the press. He published the Diocesan Statutes 
before the closi'of the last century, and in the commencement of them he gave a succinct account 
of the state of religion in the diocese, from the time of the Right Rev. Dr. O'Kceffe, in 1721, 
who was the first Catholic Bishop who resided in the city after the last siege. He was a scholar and 
a divine of the highest order of talent, a great mathematician, an accomplished linguist, an ex- 
cellent historian ; and in love of country he was never excelled. 

This college existed until 1830, when the students were drafted to Waterford, Carlow, May- 
nooth, &., but the building was not removed till the year 18G4. 
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misunderstood. Cerlain Catholic citizens of Limesick conceived that they 
hait a right to enter the arena on this occasion, and at a public meeting 
subsequently held in Limerick, William Rache, Esq., in the chair, a series of 
ambiguous resolutions were adopted, and the chairman, together with John 
Howley, Jun., Esq., (the present excellent Mr. Sergeant Howley, Q.C., chair- 
man of Tipperary), Henry Lyons and Michael Arthur, Esqrs. were requested 
to p r e p e  petitions to the legislature in accordanoe with those resolutions, 
which gave anything but satisfaction to the public, and which were strongly 
inveighed against atr the time in a periodical which represented the views of 
the Hierarchy, clergy, and the overwhelming majority of the people. Dr. 
Young met every objection with consummate skill and mastery. In a serics 
of powerful letters to the Most Rev. Dr. Bray, Catholic Archbishop of Cashel, 
he manifested his apostolic spirit and noble bearing throughout a contest in 
which the malcontents were aided by what had been designated the rescript 
of J. B. Quarantotti, vice-president of the conege of the Propaganda, Rome, 
which rescript was denounced by the IrishHierarchy, almost without exception, 
md had $so in the Bight Rev. Dr. Miner, in England, a staunch and able 
opponent. The question continued to be agitated for a short time after 
Dr. Young's death, but there can be no doubt that his exertions had been 
of great use in organising the successful opposition to it. 

The state of the county and city of Limerick in these years was otherwise 
extremely disturbed. In  several parts of the country a spirit of resistance 
had arisen,which threatenedthe very worst consequences. Sir Arthm Wellesley, 
afterwards the great Duke of Wellington, on his departwe for the Peninsula 
in 1808, wrote a letter in reference to the state of the coupty of Limerick 
at the time, which is eminently characteristic of the great man. The ability 
with which he condenses the wide range of hi ideas-the attention which he 
nevertheless pays to the minutest trifles-and the extraordinary knowledge 
he &splays of the secret springs of action in Ireland, are r c d y  surprising. 
Even if unqualified admirers we can hardly help wondering at the 
character of the man who could enter with such minuteness and deliberation 
into these matters connected with an Irish county, at the moment when he 
was preparing to meet the mighty Napoleon Buonaparte face to face in 
the most terrible of struggles. No record exists of the then state of the 
county of Limerick, which c o d  for a~ instant be compared for forcible 
illustration and accuracy to this:- 

TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL LEE, AT LIMERICK. 

Cork, 7rk July, 1808. 

"My Dear Sir,-According to the desire which you expressed in the conversation, 
which I had with you at Lord Herrington's on Wednesday, I procmd to give you 
my opinion on the nature a d  circumstances of the command which you are about 
to exercise in the County of Limerick. In the first place I must point out to you, 
that the situation of a general o5cer commanding in a district in Ireland, is very 
much of the nature of a deputy-governor of a county or a province. Ile becumes 
necessarily charged with the preservation of the peace of the district placed under 
his command; and the Government must confide in hi reports and opinions, for the 
adoption of many m e w s  relating solely to the civil administration of the country. 
From these circumstances it is obvious, that it is the duty of every general officer 
to make himself acquainted with the local circnmstances of his district, and with 
the characters of the different individuals rresiding within it, in orilcr that he may 
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decide for himself according to the best of his judgment and information, and that 
be may not be misled by others. 

" This dnty will be still more obvious, by a consideration of certain circnmstances 
which exist in nearly all parts of Ireland. I t  frequently happens that diitnrbances 
exist only in a very small degree, and probably only partially, and that the civil 
power is fully adequate to get the better of them. At the same time the desire to 
let a building to Government for a barrack-the desire to have troops in the county, 
either on account of the increased consumption of the necessaries of life, or because 
of the increased security which they would give to that particnlar part of the 
country-would occasion a general rise in the value and rent of land, which probably 
at that moment might be out of lease,-or in some instances the desire to have the 
yeomen called out on permanent duty-occasions a representation that the disturb- 
ances are much more serious than the facts would warrant. Upon these occasions 
letter after letter is written to the commanding officer and to the Government ; the 
same fact is repeated through many different channels ; and the resalt of an enquiry 
is, generally, that the outrage complained of, is by no means of the nature or of 
the extent which has been stated. The obvious remedy for this evil, and that which 
is generally resorted to, is to call for informations on oath of the transactions which 
are complained of. But this remedy is not certain, for it frequently happens that 
the informations on oath are equally false with the original representations. The 
general officer then has no remedy, excepting by his acqnajntance and commnnication 
with the magistrates and gentlemen of the county to acqaire a knowledge of cha- 
racters, and to become accluainted with all the circnmstances which occur. 

ltfrequently happensAthat the people who do commit outrages and disturbances 
have reason to com~lain ; but in my opinion that is not a subiect for the consideration 
of a general office; H; mnst aidin-the preservation of &e peace of the county, 
and in the support of the law : and he who breaks the law mnst be considered in 
the wrong, whatever may have been the nature of the provocation he may have 
received. 

I t  is possible that grievances may exist in the County of Limerick ; pbvisions 
may be too dear, or too high a rent may be demanded for land, and there may be 
no poor-laws, and the magistrates may not do their dnty as they ought by the poor. 
Rut these circumstances afford no reason why the general officer should not give the 
military aid he may have at his command to preserve 'the peace, to repress dietub- 
ance, and to bring those to justice who may have been guilty of a violation of the 
law. 

In respect of the gentlemen of the county in which you are posted, I recommend 
you to attend particularly to the Lord Chief Baron O'Grady ; you will find him well 
informed of the transactions in the Connty of Eierick, and well acquainted with 
the characters, and disposed to assist your judgment. 1 also recommend to your 
attention Mr. Dickson, the .late High Sheriff of the County, and Colonel Vereker, 
the member for the City of Limerick.' There may be, and certainly are, other 
gentlemen in the County of Limerick on whose information you may depend. Bat 
I have requested Mr. Trail, through whom I send this letter, to apprise you con- 
fidentially of the names of those whom you ought to consult. Believe me, '&c. 

Jus t  about the time that this letter was written by one who became so 
famous for all time, the County and City of Limerick were visited by 
mother v e g  remarkable and accomplished man ; not a soldier or a warrior, 
but an ecclesiastic and a prelate, the Right Rev. Dr. John Milner, D.D. F.S.A., 

I Of these three men, particnlarly selected by Wellington, in Limerick, the son of one (the present 
Lord Gort) marricd the daughter of another (Chief Baron O'Grady and first Viscount Guilla- 
more) by whom Lord Gort has a numerous family. 
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who was then making a second tour through Ireland. Dr. Milner had oppor- 
tunities of estimating the state of the  population, and the condition of the 
land. H e  states that the fertility of the County of Limerick, both in corn 
and pasturage, must strike the eye of every traveller ; but that this fertility 
is of no avail to its crowded population, who never taste the  grain they reap, 
nor the beeves which they tend, as the same insipid root, the potato, if t h q  
can get even that, is their only food from one end of the year to  the  other. 
H e  adds, that in no part of the county  had h e  seen the cabins, or the 
clothes and food of the people, more w-retched than in the rich county 
of Limerick; that  their condition, in this respect, instead of exciting the 
scorn and ridicule of the reflecting stranger, who acknowledges a common 
nature with these suffering beings, calls for his commiseration, nay for his 
tears.' This may give a clue to the causes of those lamentable disturbances 
which prevailed; and to which, it would appear, even he  who was called the 
Iron Duke, could not close his eyes. I n  his visit to Limerick, Dr. Milncr 
speaks of certain curiosities which particularly struck him-viz. what was 
shown to  him as the Treaty Stone ; and the mitre, crozier, and register (the 
Black Book) of the ancient Cat,holic Bishops of Limerick.2 

This state of society continued for some lime longer to $ve mnch uncasi- 
ness to the Government, but no movement was made to mitgate the miscries 
of the people. In the  years 180$Ia and 1810, the same causes produced 
the same effects.' I n  this last mentioned year, the citizens conceived the 
idea of building a theatre in the New-town, and they selected a site for the 
q o s e ,  in that portion of George's-street: which in some years afterwards 

Eecame the centre of the street, and the principal portion of it for business. 

1 An Inquiry into Certain Vulgar Opinions concerning the Catholic Inhabitants and Antiquities 
of Ireland, by the Right Rev. J. Milner, D.D. Second Edition, London, 1809. 

2 These are described in their proper places. 
8 1809. In this year died in London, Sir John Macnamara Hayes, a native of this city, first 

physician to their Royal Highnesses the Frince of Wales and the Duke of Clarence, Inspeclor- 
General of Ordnance Uospitals, &c. He was created a Baronet in the year 1797. He was s 
very akilfd practitioner, and always was attentive to hiis countrymen, for many of whom he 
provided handsomelv by his interest at  Court. He raiaed himself by hi pexsonal merits. 

4 1810. On the 56th of March, Thomas Sulliran, John Croneen, and Thomas Halloran, were 
executed at Gallows Green, for the murder of John O'Neill on the 21st of October instant, at 
Wihtfield, The Grand Jury presented the Mayor, Francis Uopd with E60, being at the rate 
of E20 per head for the th;.ee men above named convicted, for his expenses, incurred in mnki& 
the arrest and procuring informations. 

On the 10th of September, 1810, a Charitable Society was formed for the relief of indigent 
manufacturers and families in distress, much on the plan of the Strangers' Friendly Society in 
Dublin. This exeellent Charity was begun on the 2nd of November ; several gentlemen went 
about in the different parishes, and collected Subscriptions for raismg a charitable fund for the 
relief of the poor ; and it was designated the Jubilee Charitable Fund, in consequence of the 
time in which it was initiated. The following sums were w k t e d  :- 

In St. Bfichael's Parish ... ... ... ... S554 6 8 
In St. Mary's Do. ... ... ... ... l43 0 91 
In St. John's Do. S.. S.. ..S ... 191 17 8 
In St. Munchin's ... ... ... ... ... 43 4 $ 
By two Gentlemen not resident in these parishes ... ... 79 12 6 

L1112 1 4 

A public dinner was given to celebrate the event, on the same day ; and on the 26th, 27th, 
.nd 28th instant, there were the most extensive and brilliant illuminatione ever known, in this 
kingdom. The Jubilee Loan Fand continue8 to flourish, and in 1865 it has ite o5ce at No. 36 
Boehe'a-street. 

6 This theatre was in length l00 feet, h breadth 68 feet, total area 5800 fect; it exceeded 
the area of the old theatre b r  2608 feet ; the depth of the stage WO 40 feet. For some time 
the theatre took pretty well, and several stars appeared on the boards; but it fell off subse- 
quently, cmd in 1822, the Rev. Mr. Cronin, of the Augustinian Order, purchased the theatre, 
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The fisheries of the &at Lax and salmon wcirs which the Cor oration 
iY continued to let to tmrmts,had not ceased to be a source of litigation a4 annoy- 

ance; while between the people and citizens generall and the tenants and P Corporation, feuds prevailed to a serious extent. On t e a l s t  of August, this 
year, (1810), three large gaps were broken down in the Lax-R&, to the great 
joy of the public ; the centre gap was fourteen feet, which was to be copstantly 
kept open ; .stones, to the amouat of one hundred tons which had been placed 
there, to prevent any advantage to the public from the gap, were removed 
in the prmcme of a crowded assemblage of people. This was effected 
thrpugh the zed and determination of William Ryves, Esq. of New Garden, 
ne;rr Castle  ell, who at his own expense, instituted a suit against 
Thornas and John Burke, wZlo rented and monoplised the weir, against 
whom he obtained a verdict with costs and damages $200, at Cork Assizes, 
August, 1809.1 

By way of contrast with these serious u t t e r s  we shall here introduce a 
literary trifle for thc sake of the associations with which it is connected. 
The ccgarden" of Mi. William Can,= was famous at this period for its 
bauty, and was cultivated in the first st le by an expcrienced gardener. Mr. E Carr had three sisters who generally wal ed each day in the garden dresscd 
in white in the fashion of the time, with large gold watches displayed. 
Mr. Francis Wheeler the father of the present Lady Lytton 13ulwcr, composed 
a song on the Garden, which became very popular, but which appcars to be 
now almost entirely forgotten. The following is a copy of it :- 

BILLY CARES GARDEN IN 1809. 

To the tune of Murtogh Delaneg. 

You may travel the nation all over, 
From Dublin to Sweet Mdlingsr, 

And a garden you will not discover 
Like the garden of sweet Billy Carr ; 

'TB them that the tall trces wero planted 
In the days of the old Tommy Parr ; 

And the M& winding S h a ~ o n  is flowing 
Round the g d c n  of Sweet Billy Carr. 

'Tie there the big praties are growing, 
Enough to supply all Dunbar, 

Where the soft winding Shannon is flowing, 
'1Xound the gdens  of Sweet Billy Carr ; 

fIis sistm like eweet pretty posies, 
Moro beauteous than roses by far, 

They bloom like camations and roses 
In the gardens of sweet Billy Cam. 

which, by an outlay of about S600, he converted into a very beautiful Catholic Chapel, which 
continues in th$-powsion of the Auguatiuian Patherr. In this Church the picture of the 
Ascension by Timothy Collopy, as already referred to, is placed over the altar. 

1 Another trial was to have taken place at Cork at tho Summar assizea of 1810, when the 
Barkca knowing thc injustice of the cause submitted, an& the nhove opening was made. 

2 Mr. Carr's honac was that in which the successire Parish Priests of St. Mary's Parish here 
reaided for sercrnl years. 

0 ! may they be happily married, 
To a mayor, and a lawyer, and tsl; 

How blest will they be when they're wed, 
With the sisters of Sweet Billy Carr 1 

Now if you have a mind to live frisky, 
Ana trouble and grief would yoa mar- 

I'd advise you to go and drink whisky, 
Along wftb the Sweet Biiy Oarr ! 

In o room, Sir, he keeps a big bottle, 
Without either crack, flaw, or ,star, 

Which is often applied to the throttle, 
Of that thirsty gay sod 1319 Cm. 

At this tilpe Daniel O'Connell had become a great favourite on the Munster 
Circuit, and was high1 po ular in Limerick : a pencil sketch taken of him 
while sitting in the 6it 6ourt.-House, Quay-lane, shows that he was then 
full of l i e  and vigor, anJequal to any contest physical or intellectnal.l 

The gallant conduct of several distinguished Limerick men serving in t h  
Peninsula at this period, under Generals Lord Viscount Wellington and 
Marshal Beresford, was attracting immense attention. Colonel Roche

q 
was 

one of these : General Sir William Parker Carroll of Tulla, near Ncnagh, 
may be ranked as a near neighbour, if not a citizen ; John De Lacy of the 
48th regiment, a descendant of the illustrious warrior Pierce De Lacy, who 
did wonders at the battle of Albuera, was another galIant citizen of Limcrick. 

The year 1811, was rendered memorable in the d of Limerick, by, 
several incidents, among others the result of a very im ortant law-suit, which 
had been pending between the &v. Archdeacon H&, as incumbent, and 
the parishioners of St. Michael's, relative to ministers' money, levied by an 
act passedin the reign of Charles II, in walled cities and towns. Judgment, 

q successors, SO on this occasion, was given against the incumbent and hi. 
that the rapid progress of the Newtown was not impeded by an imposition 
which was as hateful as it was tyrannical, and whieh a more enlightend s irit g in the legislature more recently abolished, when, indeed, f i e  incum ent 
himself, the Rev. John Elmes, joined in the po ular clamauragainst its con- 
tinued existence. I t  would have bem a bold stro % e of the i n c d e n t  in 1811, 
had he been able to saddle the Newtown with so heavy and intolerable a 
bwdm, which would have added enormously to his revenues, and checked 
the growth of that portion of the city, which, for ibis reason among others 
well nigh equally strong, had become the favourite residence of every citizen 
who was able to build or to rent a house-and house rent now was exeeed- 
in& high in the Newton. On this occasion important evidenoe was given 
.h sustainma~t of the opposition of the citizens by the Bight Bev. Dr. Young, 
who produced an ancient manuscript which sbowed that .the Church of St. 
Michael was outside the walls, and near the water-gate, and that in khe 

l Thia pencil .&etch which was taken by Mr. John Gubhins, portrait painter, in 1810, 
represents O'Connell to the life, and is in the poesession of the author. 

Sir Philip Roche, K.C.B., the son of Philip Roche, Esq., of Limerick, d a t e d  to the &dey 
family of Rich Hill, &c. &c. Sir Philip realized a large sum of money in the Peninsula. He 
left all thia money to two nieces, provided they took the name of Hochc, and did not marry an 
Irishman or a Spaniard ; and in the event of their so doing, the money was to go to the Duke 
of Wellington. One of them married Colonel Fane, and the other married Captain George 
Vangban, of the 9th Lancers, father of Captain Va~~ghan, R. N., A.D.C. to the late End 
of Carlisle. 
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time of Cromwell it had been thrown down.' As it stood outside the walls, 
it is more than probable that it was demolished by the citizens themselves 
before Ireton's siege, that it should not afford shelter to the enemy, and 
d o w  him to approach the walls under cover of it. 

The want of a gaol was now seriously felt for the city, the old gaol in 
Mary-strcet, having become a public nuisance ;2 and accordingly, at the spring 
assizes of this y c q  (1811), on'the 18th of March, the Grand Jury presented 
a sum £6123 4s. 3d., for the purpose, to be assessed off the city and the 
county of the city at the rate of g1000 per annum, and appointed twelve 
commissioners to carry out the object. 

A long contest had been going on in the county for the reprcsentatio~, 
betwecn William Thomas Monscll, Esq., and Colonel OJDell; in these eon- 
tests Colonel O'Dell had been successful ; and Mr. Monsell had been three 
timcs defeated. I n  this year he lodged a petition against Colonel @Dell; 
the petition having bcen tried, Colonel O'Dell was declared duly elected in 
April. 

I t  was at this time that Sir Hugh Gough, a distinguished Limerick man, 
was achieving heroic deeds at the head of the gallant Fcu3-k-Bolla3, the 
87th Regiment in Spain : Barrossa had been fought, and in the achieve- 
ment the 87th and its gallant Colonel, under General Graham, behaved with 
extraordinary bravery. A mceting of the Common Council was held on the 
5th of April, whcn Sir IIugh :hough was admitted to the freedom at large 
of thc city, and an order was made to present him with a silver box orna- 
rnented with an cagle, an emblem of the eagle which was takcn by him from 
the French in that battle. The career of this illustrious warrior in India, 
which he may be said to have saved by what the Ernes with little foresight 
styled his " 'l'ipgerary tactics," is too well known to require repetition. B e  
was born at Woodsdown, county of Limerick, on the 3rd of November, 
1779, and is now Field Marshal Lord Viscount Gough. 

We are reminded of Richard Talbot, Earl of Tyrconnel, whose connexion 
with Limcrick is spoken of in the history of the sieges by an incident that 
took place this year, by the death at Wilna, in Russia, of George Carpenter, 
Earl of Tyrconnel. He  followed the Russian amics as a volunteer. Accord- 
ing to his lettcrs to his friends, the instant the French left Smolensko the 
average number of human beings found frozen to death on the roads was 
1500 daily. Lord Cathcart, in his despatches from Petersburgh, dated 31st 
December, says, His Lordship served with the army under Admiral T. 
Chichagoff, especially during. the pursuit of the French from the Beryzina 
to  Wilna; a pulmonic compltint brought on the fatal effects of the disease 

1 From a plate in Sir George Carew's Hibernia Pacata it, appenrs that St. Michael's Church 
wns outside the walls ; there nre other and palpable evidences of the fact, even at thii day, when 
i t  may be seen that the w d s  rc - off Cm-street, leaving a considerable distance between them 
and St. Blichael's Churchyard. Such another instance of a church outside the walls having been 
demolished by the inhabitants for this cause, took place in Galway about the same period The 
ground, except the Cemetery, was the property of the late Wnlter Joyce, Esq., Banker of Galway, 
who in 1809, eradicated the foundntions of the Church, which was situated on the South side 
of the Castle Barrack opposite to a bnetion, on which workmen were employed to demolish the 
bnstion m d  the curtain on the Town wall in that yeer, (1809). 

2 The plans w g e  perfected by Mr. Nash, Architect, and the place selected was the Dcan's 
close, nenr the Cathedmal of St. Nnry's in Bow-lane. and wnshed by the rivcr to the north and 
wost. In this year the commissioners ot S t  Michael's Parish, directed that the housea should be 
numbered. In mnny streets were vacant spaces for bbuding, and 24 or 25 feet of frontage were 
d l o w ~ ~ l  to eneh house intended to be built; and thc existing hoilses numbered as though the 
strect was perfect. Labels with umuc or the street rere also fixed up. 

with great rapidity-hc fist found himself to be ill on tho 11th Deecmber, 
the day after his arrival at  Wilna. Field Marshal Kutusoff Smolensko ordered 
all military honours to be paid to his rcmains, and a monument to his memory 
in thc Church of the reformed Religion. 

For the first time for a great number of years, a convent of ladies of the 
order of St. ClamJ or St. Clare, was opened at Limerick on the 1st of April, 
1812, Mrs. Naughton being the f i s t  prioress. The house was situated in Bar- 
rack-street, and thc gardens were bounded by the Eastern curtain of the Town 
wdl. This house was built by Henry Rose, Esq., on part of the ground which 
had once belonged to the Dominician Convent. l 

I n  this year, through the liberality of Miss White a Catholic lady, who 
gave largely for the endowment of many charitable institutions in her native 
city, and of Mrs. Danks a Protestant Idy,  each having contributed $1000, a 
Lying-in IIospital was opened for the rcception of patients in Nelson-street. 
In  some years afterwards this Hospital was removcd to Hcnry-street, where 
it has continued to be of great advantage to all who stand in need of its 
services. 

The cfforts of the citizens at this period to free themselves from the 
incubus of thc Corporation were extraordinary. A contcsted election took 
place this year ; the election lasted five days, and ended on the 21st of August. 
The inde endent interest was supported by young Lord Glentworth, whilst 
Charles $ercker, Esq. championed the cause of the Corporation. The 
SherXs declared Mr. Vereker elected; but one of the most magnificent 
ovations ever remembered was given to Lord Glentworth by the citizens-he 
was chaired through the city with a magnificence hitherto unknown. At least 
fifty thousand persons preceded and followed the chair in which the young 

I This Convent continued for some years-but ultimately it was given up, and near its site 
the magnificent Convent, &c. of the Sisters of Mercy was subsequently founded. 

1813, April 19th.-d Coach commenced running between Limerick and the Grand Canal, 
through Nenagh, Birr, Tullamore, meeting the boat at  Gdlen, five miles,from Shannon harbour, 
and 58 from Dublin. 

April 28th.-An elephant, the first of the genus, brought to Limerick, and exhibited. 
Surgeon John Wilkinson performed the wonderful operation of taking off the whole upper 

part of the slcull of a woman named Rourke, aged about 30 years, living in Creagh-lane; the 
arches over the eyes, extending not in a direct line, but jagged, and as low on each side nd the 
back, also came off. The woman retained her health and good spirits afterwards, and was the 
mother of children. A callous substance was growing very fast over the brain in place of the 
skull; but Dr. Wilkinson did not think it would ossify. The Doctor declared the case to be 
unexampled in his experience or reading. 

May 27th.-The mail from Dublin to arrive this day at 60 minutes after 2, p.m., and to leave 
Limerick every morning at 11 o'clock. The E n n i ~  mail coach began to run, leaves Limerick a t  
half-past three o'clock, pm., each;afternoon ; and returns a t  half-past ten o'clock, a.m. each morn- 
ing. 

May 29th.-News received in Limerick of the loss of the great Roman Catholic Bill in Parlia- 
ment. For the Bill, 247-against it, 251-majority against it, 4. 498 members voted-the 
greatest house remembered. 

The analysis :- Nemberj 
England ... ... ... 480 
Wales ... ... ... 24 
Scotland ... ... ... 45 
Ireland ... ... ... 100 - 

658 
Toted ... ... ... 408 



430 IiiSTOET OF 1,1bIERICI<. 
c .  

Lord wns carried. Not nn accident occurred to mar the proceedings of a 
joyous day. 

The local &airs of these years of the deepest interest and importance 
were confined for the greater part to the struggle of the independent citizens 
with the Corporation. On the 6th of August, 1815, in consequence of the 
application of the Independents, the Court of King's Bench granted a 
mandamus to try the several rights of the petitioners to the freedom of the 
citp, which had been contemptuously denied them by the Corporation. The 
surt cost the Independents a sum of ~£3200 : the venue was laid in Clare, 
and as the jury was about t~ be struck at the assizes for that county in 
Emis, the Judge (Day) who was remarkable for his charges, thought proper 
not to bring on the triaI, no cause being assigned. The struggle, however, 
went on, as we shall see, and though the Corporation sustained itself by the 
public revearn, the citizens proved their spirit and resolution by liberal 
subscriptions which were freely given and judiciously applied. 

The want of a new bridge across the Shannon, to supply the requirements 
of the Newtown, was now generally felt. A meeting accordingly was held on 
the l l t h  of August at the Chamber of Conmeree in Limerick-the Marquis 
of Lansdowne in the Chair. The meeting consisted of land owners, 

Suns 28th.-George Smyth, Esq., recorder of Limerick, resigned that office, which h~. held 
32 years (elected in 1781) ; in his room was elected Henry D'Esterre, mayor in the years 1793 
and- 1794: 

July 8th.-The city brilliantly illuminated in consequence of the Marqnls Wellesley'a victory 
over the French army commanded by King Joseph, at Vittorig in Spain. 

About June 10th of this year, a large new school house, to be conducted on the Lancasterian 
plan, began to be built on the north aide of old Clare etreet, intended to he opened for the 
reception of children on the 10th September following-opened Nov. let, 1814. Fund subscribed 
to Anyst, 1813 :-S950. 

Ground Rent, ... ... ... 620 per y w .  

Carpenter's Estimate, ... ... ... f 280 
Mason's do. ... ... ... 190 
Slater's do. ... ... ... 88 
Law agent's charge, ... ... .A 12 

£570 

Dimensions--80 feet long-32 wide--14 high. In the dear, 2560 sqnare feet. 
August 25th.-Two or three hundred swallows gathered on the rigging of a vessel at  Eang's 

Quay. This is the first rendevms of that b i d  in this neighbourhood that has been remarked. 
September 9th.-About nine o'clock in the morning of this day, a very loud report was heard 

in the sir, like rapid volleys of artinery, accompanied by a long and rumbling noise, like the fire 
of musketry, the wind being at the time &W.., nearly calm, and the mercury in the Barometer 
standing at 29 in. 8-10th~ ; sevCal stoma were discharged from above, and fell in the village of 
Adae, md  Patriekk W&. One remains in the possession of Mr. Twill, of Faba, weighing 
fout abnes weight. 

September 17th.-Accomt received of the death of the &m. Wm. Cecil Pery, Lieutenant of 
E M . %  69th Bee;iment of Infantry, ana son of the Earl of Limerick, at  the storming of St. 
Sebastian, in Sp&. 

Sunday, 2 6 t h . d  public form of prayer for B.&& Prime Begent of the Empire of Great 
Britain, read for the first time in St. Mary's Cathedral. 

October Slat.-Form of thanksgiving read for abundant harvest and plenty of this year. 
November 8th.-The city brilliantly illuminated, in consequence of a victory gained by the 

allies (Rwians, Swedes, and Russians) over Bonaparte at  Dresden and Leipsic on the 19th of 
October. 

November 81s~-A h o w  in May's Lane, outside Thomond Gate, blown np by gunpowder 
incautiously &yed in an i o n  p t f o a r  persons w m  so misaably burnt that they all died in 
the County Hospital noon Bfter ; the owner of the house worked in the quarries, and used powder 

blasting-he was one of the sderers. 
The new city gaol, with a stage in front, for the am608 of erimii&, Wished in the latter 

end of this month ; the drop, or stage, has wt been as yet wer wed. 

merchants, &C., of the first respectability in the counties of Limerick and 
Clare, and City of Limerick. A committee was appointed ; resolutiow were 
entered into; subscriptions, to the amount of ;@l6000 were taken down-and 
a site, that part of the Custom-house quay adjoining the new bridge was 
selected-the bridge to be called the Wellington Bridge. This project was 
soon abandoned, and it was not until some years after that the question was 
revived, when another site was chosen, and carried to completion by an 
enormous expenditure of money borrowed from the government. 

The death of the Right Rev. Dr. Young occurred this year on the 23rd of 
September, mourned by every class and party. We shall speak of the revered 
Prelate's life and services in another part of our history. The Right Rev. 
Dr. Charles Tuohy, who had been dean of the diocese, was elected vicar 
capitular on the 29th of the same month. 

The fight between the Independents and the Corporation was brought to 
an issue at Clare assizes before Baron Smith in 1814, when on the l l t h  of 
March, a verdict was given in favour of the Inde endents, by which they 
asserted their chartered rights to the franchise an B freedom of the city, by 
birth, by servitude, and by marriage. Before this, no person whatever had been 
admitted to freedom, no matter their rights, who were not of the Smyth and 

December 1st-The Bbyor, with Alderman Watson, and some'other gentlemen, went through 
the town, and solicited the subscriptions of the citizens for the poor and indigent, in place of 
illummations for recent victories over the French by the Allies. £80 was raised. 

In this month the new Gothic gateway in Bow Lane was finished ; i t  opens a communication 
for carringes to the great western door of the cathedral, which had been long since disused as a 
passaga Opened December 25th (Christmas day). 

Dec. 2lst.-At an early hour this mornillp;, the Rev. George Studderf Reetor of Kilpeacon, 
died at hi house in the new Crescent. He accidemally fell into the onptotected area of a new 
building, on the S.W. corner of Glentworth street, oh the dark night of the 18th instant ; and 
lost his l i e  by the bruises he received in the fall. 

181GJanuary 11th.-The Dublin Wail Coach, in its progres to Limetick, arrested for tmo 
days on the road, m consequence of a fall of snow. Reports statt? that the snow was ten feet 
deep in the Curra h of Kildare ; and the Dublin mail c6ach abandoned In it. 

Jan. 13th.-Puflic thanksgiving in the Protestant churchea for the successes of thd allied arms 
over the French. 

The thermometer during these days was tmprecedentedly low. 
Jan. 23rd.-The Abbey Ever frozen over, a circnmstnnce that had not happened for thlrty 

years before. G?eat numbers of people on the ice ; the a y o r  active in inducing them to walk 
on the land, lest the ice should break under their weight. 

Jan. 25th.-The garrison so weak by the removal of the 71st Regiment, that &%mm were 
mounted with the infantry in the several guards-the 13th dragoom doing duty dismounted, and 
the succeeding day the drnmmers and Hers of the 84th Regiment, able to bear arms, pnt n 
guard duty. 

Jan. 29th.-The mail coach from Dublin atrived in Limerick for the h t  time since l l t h  inst. 
being impeded by the snow, and severity of the weather. 

Jm 3lst.-On the night of this day, eleven felons, contined in the new city gaol, broke a 
passage through the roof, and escaped by a rope oti thd aide next the rivet. 

Feb. 1st-A fatal duel between Daniel O'Connd. m., and John Norcott Dmterre, Esq., a 
native of this city-the latter, mortally nonudecl, died on the 3rd idstank The duel took place 
at  Bishop's Court, Co. Kildare. 

Feb. 2nd.-Died a t  Parteen, near O'Brien's Bridge, Martin Hmtlgm, aged 102 he kept his 
facultiesand worked as a Iabourez till within a few months of his d e a t h - 4  &m&& 

In this month Thomas F. Wilkinson, Brewer, and Mayot, was declared 8 bmkmpt This is 
mentioned as the firat instance of the kind happehittg to a chief magistrate in LlmerieJx. All 
his property &zed and sold by his eredim h.l the &suing month (MmhJ. 

In this month an female named a$. Bragshaw, without am$, legs, $c, exhibited, 
and displayed great ingennity id embroidery, drawing, cutting cyphers h papet, &c. 

March 13th-Forcing engihe to supply water to the city gaol, put up-cost E420-and put 
up by Mr. Paine, architect, the builder of the city gaol. 

At Cork MBizes Mi i  Cluston, of Cork, got £4,000 damages against the Hon. J. P. Vereker, 
eldest son of Colonel Vereker, X.P. for thb city, for breach of promise of marriage-set aside 
in Dublin afterwards. 
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Vereker party. The names of the jurors who gave this verdict deserve to be 
recorded :- 

John Bridgeman, foreman, Daniel Lysaght, 
Charles Brcw, Nicholas Clarke, 
Tomkins Brew, Robert Ivers, 
Prancis MrNamara, jun. John Lucas, 
Thomas Keane, Henry Butler, 
Francis 'Sweeny, Robert Parkinson. 

The Law Agents for the Independents were Mr. John Boyse and Mr. 
Matthew Barrington. 

Notwithstanding the march of liberalism thus far, it was not until the 
month of March in this year (1814,) that a second bell was placed in a 
Catholic Church iu the City of Limerick; when o w  beingput up in the 
Parochial Chapel of St. John at this time. It is extraordinary, indeed, to 
look back, and view the humiliating position of the Catholics of Ireland at  
this ~a ther  advanced period of the nineteenth century. The veto had been 
universally condemned by the united voice of Hierarchy, clergy, and laity ; 
there never perhaps was more unanimity on any question, and union was 
synonymous with success to those who joined like brothers for a common 
cause, while it was disaster and ruin to their oppressors. A spirit had been 
at length aroused, which could not be subdued ; the Catholic cause had been 
making headway from the issuing of a celebrated circular of Mr. Secretary 
Pole to this period; meetings had been held in several parts of Ireland, to 

March 30th.-The Brig Alice, owner F. A. O'Neill, Esq. foundered at  Foynes Island, laden 
with wheat and provisions, on her voyage to England. 

Bow Lane made an inclined ?lane, and paved. 
April 9th.-Troops in garrison fired a fm de joie consequent OR the news that the victorious 

allies had entered Paris, after a severe conflict, on the 30th instant. 
April 14th.-The city splendicuy illuminated in consequence of a general peace on the Con- 

tinent by the abdication of the throne of France by Buonaparte on the 3rd instant. 
May 10th.-The Fanny Hulk, already mentioned, paid off,znd put out of commission. 
June 1st.-The Inland Navigation re-opened this day, after havingrepaired the bursting of its 

banks, on 5th of February. The Directors of the Inland Navigation purchased the property of this 
branch from the proprietors for the sum of £17,666 13s. 4d., two-thirds of the original stock ; 
each share consisted of £ 250, for which the Directors-General paid two-thirds, £176 13s. 4d.- 
original stock 100 shares, at  f 250 each, f 25,500. 

June 7th.-A luggage boat arrived from Dublin by the canal-the flrst that had come nearer 
to Limerick than O'Brien's Bridge since February, 1809, (when the banks burst.) 

June 8th.-The Mayor and Corporate body obliged to admit the following persons to the free- 
dom of the city, in ccnsequence of a mandamus from the King's Bench, founded on the verdict of 
the jury a t  Ennis on the 11 th of March previous ;-John Tuthill, Esq., and James O'Sullivan, 
merchant. Lord Glentworth was likewise entitled, but did not attend to make his claim. 
Several new claims made. 

June 12th.-Major Stoddart, of the 10th Enniskillen Dragoons, killed by a fall over his horse's 
head on the Castle Connell road-was interred at  St. Munchin's church with great hopor. He 
had come to Limerick to assist a t  a general Court Martial, of which he was judge. 

June 20th.-Peace proclaimed in London-in Dublin on the 24th-27th in Limerick,-prices 
daily falling in consequence of the peace. 

Definitive articles of peace were signed and ratitid between Great Britain and the several 
sovereigns of the Continent on the 30th ult. 

The following were the extravagant prices provisions bore in Limerick, in the commencement 
of the present year :-Mutton, lld. per lb., Beef, 10d. per lb., Pork, 7d. and 8d. per lb., Wheat, 
3s. 8d. per stone; and almost everything else in the same proportion The gold coin had entirely 
vanished, the d v e r  very scarce, and paper money universal ; sll. the effects of a war of 20 years' 
duration with France, happily terminated by the banishment (for a short time only) to Elba of 
Buonaparte. 

July 1st.-The Shannon so Io.w, that the inland navigation has ceased. A luggage boat from 
Dublii grounded a t  Annabeg. Flour scarce-country millers without means of turning their 
mill&-wheat thii day down to 1s. per stone ! 
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vindicate the rights of petition, and to denounce the conduct of the govern- 
ment. Mr. John Howley, jun.' had presided at  the Limerick meeting which 
took place on the 24th of August, 1812, and which was attended by Daniel 
O'Connell, Counsellor Casey, Counsellor OyGorman, &C., and which was a 
noble meeting, where resolutions were adopted proclaiming the right of 
petition, thanking the most noble the Earl of Pingal for having taken his 

roper place at the hcad of the Catholics of Ireland, thanking the honest 
frotestant, George Lidwell, Esq., and declaring their determination to co- 
operate with the general committee of the Catholics of Ireland for a redress 
of  grievance^.^ The fight was carried on nobly, unflinchingly, and reso- 
lutely. The Catholic Board was formed by Daniel O'ConneL1, and continued 
to work zealously ; but on the 4th of June, 18141, the Lord Lieutenant and 
Privy Council issued aproclamation by which they declared the Catholic Board 
an unlawful assembly, and ordered all to abstain from its proceedings ! This 
did not damp the ardour of thecatholics. To add to the troublesof thetimes, an 
unexpected peace with France was proclaimed, by the banishment of Bonaparte 
to Elba. Thepeacewasproclaimed on the 27th of June in Limerick, whenprices 
whichthe month before had been ~n~recedentedly high, fell, to the ruin ofmany 
speculators. Among tliemilitiare,rrimentsdisembodicdinthemonth 
county of Limerick regiment, when a mutiny had nearly resulte 

f 
The present NI. Sergeant Howley, &.C. 
State of the Catholic Cause, Dublin, 1512. f 

5 

July 7th.-General thanksgiving for peace. 2 '4' -,- 
In this month, a wooden gallery built on the west wall of the City g401 ovef. b e  river,,p& 

another on the north wall a t  the end of Newgate-lane, to prevent the e~chape,~~~_pr~&",~-ft~~~,- 
sentinel walks on the galleries. 

July 22nd.-Archdeacon Hill died in Dublin, and was buried on the 27th in  St. Mun- 
chin's. 

July 2Gth.-The portico to the County Court House finished. Cost £700. 
July 29th.-The new Theatre in George's-street, opened. I t  was intended to open it with 

" OtheUo," hut some of the tragedians not coming, the play was changed to the l' Inconstant." 
Complaints of the gallery occupants was made of the old Theatre. Prices in the new :-boxes 
and lattices, 4s. 2d.-gallery, 3s. 4d.-pit, 1s. 86. 

In  this month many failures in the different country banks ; credit a t  a low ebb ; the Limerick 
banks as yet stand safe, but refuw to discount any paper. So great and general is the demand 
for Bank of Ireland paper, that people will take nothing else. How changed, in everything since 
1797, when the annexed advertisement appeared in the public newspaper, the Limerick Chronicle :- 

" Pursuant to a requisition made for a meeting on Nonday next, the 13th inst., several of 
the gentlemen, merchants, and traders, met for the purpose of taking into consideration the 
present state of the notes of the Bank of Ireland. Limerick, March 11th. 1797. 

John Harrison, Mayor." 
August.-The latter end of last month and what has passed of this, uncommonly stormy, 

wet, and inclement-though in the dog days, the thermometer did not rise above 60 degrees. On 
the 16th a vessel arrived at the Quay, diimasted and almost a wreck ; a Welsh brig loaded with 
slatea; which sailed from Cardigan, and was bound to Sligo, met a dreadful gale: off Sline head, 
and put into the Shannon in distress. 

In thii month a new fire engine for St. Nary's parish, was purchased by the inhabitants ; i t  
was made by Charles and Thomas Lee, smiths, and was the first ever made in Limcrick ;-it cost 
f 40, and the materials of the old engine, which was purchased in London, in 17G8. 

The malt liquor so bad and debased, that what has been long sold as beer, scarcely possessed 
any of the qualities of that article, except those produced by chemical compounds. 

The conclusion of the month of August and the month of September, perfectly dry, and most 
favorable for saving a most luxurious harvest. 

September 11th.-About 9 pm., the atmosphere over the city, stretching east and 
a luminous vapour, arched like a rainbow-but the moon did not rise that night till 40 minutes 
after 1 o'clock; and there was no rain a t  the time. One end of it dissipated into various fan- 
tastical shapes, I i e  northern lights; i t  was a bbdt of white light, similar to the tail of a comet- 
the height of the extremities of the arch above the horizon about 20 degrees of a circle, of 
which it was a segment; its breadth that of a rainbow-it rose in the west, appearing first in 

2 '3 
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that the men were not permitted totake their great coats, which the govern- 
ment alleged they required to clothe the naked soldiers who were coming 
home from the Peninsula-and thereby effect a saving of 3230,000.- 
Miserable economy !l 

I n  Scptember, 1814, a third belfry was erected in a Catholic Chapel in 
Limerick, that of St. Mary's Parish, and a bell was put up in January 
following. 

The project of building the projected bridge over the Shannon from Cus- 
tom-IIonse Quay to the opposite side of the river, was publicly abandoncd 
on the 20th Scptember this year (1814), when an advertisement appeared in 
the public journals of the city to that effect. At this time the north end of 
Thornond Bridge near Castle-street, was only eight feet ten inches wide, 
though one of the grcatest thoroughfares in the kingdom, and a resolution 
was adopted to widen and repair that ancient bridge. 

The state of the country this year and the following year was deplorable 
in the cxtrcme: the people were in the greatest distress and misery, and 
crime consequently prevailed to a lamentable extent. I n  September, 1815, 
the several regiments that composcd the garrison of Limerick marched under 
arms to their diflcrent places of worship: the County and Liberties of the 
City had been for a long timc disturbed by nightly insurgents, who robbed, 
flogged, and dcprivcd of their arms, many of the peaceable inhabitants. On 
the 2Gth of the month, an extraordinary Sessions of the Peace was held, and 
thc Magistmtcs of the County assembled by public advertisement. The County 

' In  more recent pears, amutiny absolutely took place in the North Tipperary Regiment 
of militia in Nenagh, on the disembodiment of that regiment, when the men were refused 
their clothes, through a nliserable economy also. On this occasion the mutiny was quelled 
by Major-Gcneral Chatterton, Commander of the Limerick Garrison. 

the constellation of IIcrcules, near to the Corona Borealis ; its motion to the east very perceptible. 
and as fur as the eye could guide, uniformly accellerated ; it  shot from the place where it 
originated, through the milky way, entering i t  in Beta eygon, passing through epsilon Cygani, 
through the south of Lacura, through Andromeda, between Beta and Gamma of that Constel- 
lation, through tho bright star of Caput BIedum, nnd terminating in Persaeus near Awiga ; all 
of which stars were obscurely men through its radiance; it receded slowly to the south, and 
disappeared about two degrees further from the Zenith, than where it was first observed. 

Sept. 28th-A large bird of the Heron species alighted, and remained half an hour on one 
of the pinnacles of the tower of the Cathedral, and drew some attention. 

I n  the Autumn of this year, the small pox very fatal in the city and neighbourhood, particu- 
lnrly tozinfants. 

In  the latter end of the month of October, died a t  Bnnnahow, in the Co. of Clare, Mrs. 
Butler, aged 105 years . -Lid& Advmlicer, Nmemb~ 4th, 1814. 

In  the Summer of this year. the old city Brewery, long since a min, began to undergo an 
entire repair; a ncw mill wheel, and all necessary machinery erected, by Mr. SlichaeI 
liochford, the proptietor. 

Died at  Killaloe, John O'Meally, aged 104 ; he worked as a labourer till a short time before 
his death-limerick Chronick, A%vember 9th. 

November.-In this month, mile stones were erected on the canal and track ways between 
Limerick and Killdoe, with a double inscription, marking on two sides, the relative distances - 
from each place. 

In this month, died, Wiv White, a young lady of considerable fortune, who left the following 
charitable bequests to her native city :- 

$1000 for building a Mngdalen asylum, in this city, and after the death of an old lady, S100 a 
year for its suppo& for 20 years ; f SO per year for 60  yenrs to the Fever Hospital ; £40 per year 
for ?L years to the House of Industry; S80  per year to the Roman Catholic Schools; .€30 
ench per year for 20 years, to the poor of the Parishes of St. Narfs, St. Nunchin'R, St. John's 
and St. Michael's ; f 10 per year for 50 years to the Lying-in Hospital ; $50 per year for 35 
peare to St. W~chael's Chapel ; M a year for 20 years to the Diipenurry ; S50 for the purchase 
of books for tha poor, She has been the greatest benefactress to the poor since the time of Dr. 
Jeremiah Hall,-she was a Catholic-most pious-most devoted. 

of Limerick, and the Liberties of the City were declared to be out of IIis 
Majesty's peace. Forty-three Magistrates attended. The County was pro- 
claimed on the 20th of September-the proclamation to begin to be in force 
from the 5th of Octobef. The Liberties were also proclaimed. Sergeants 
Johnson and Joy were sent down by Government to hold Special Sessions in 
the City and County. A Special Commission of general gaol delivcry was 
held at Limerick on the 1st of November, Chjef Baron O'Grady presided as 
Judge iu the County, and Mr. Sergeant Joy in the city. I n  the County 
were conked seven charged with murder, nineteen for assembling at night, 
and taking arms, nine for robbery on the highway,' twenty for burglary and 
felony, five for flogging at night, two f i n g  with intent to kill, one for 
abduction, one for assault on a magistrate, four for cow-stealing, nine for 
minor offences-total, 79. I n  the city one was charged with murder, four 
for taking up arms, four for assaulting with intent to kill, four for robbery, 
two for burglary, two for sheep-stealing, one minor offence--total, 18. 
Out of those there were eight executed at the places where their several 
crimes were alleged to have been committed; some were transported to 
Botany Bay for seven years ; some were flogged, and some were conhed 
and obliged to give bail. 

While these lamentable proceedings were taking place, it was a relief to 

December.-A monument erected in the Cathedral of St. Uary'a, near the burial place of the 
bishops, on the south side of the Communion Table, with the folloGng inscription :- 

l'o the Hemory of 
LIEUT.-COL. RICKARD LLOPD, 

Who fell on the 10th December, 1813, 
While engaged in a successful contest 

Against superior numbers, 
Near the City of Bayonne, in the South of France. 

THlS NONUNEXT IS ERECTED, 
By the Officers, Non-Commissioned OEcers, 

And Privates, 
Of the 2nd Battalion, 84th Regiment of Infantry ; 

As a testimony of respect for his valour 
8 AS A SOLDIER, 

And of affection for his oirtues 
AS A MAN. 

This cenotaph was opened for the public on the loth, the anniversary of Colonel Lloyd'e death, 
when the 84th Regiment, then in this garrison, attended divine service, in grand funeral pro- 
cession at  the Cathedral. I t  was executed at  Dublin, and cost the Regiment &l03 10s. 36.- 
has the family arms. with the motto vi  virlule-and on the top a p~ramid  of black marble- 
with an urn and military trophies. 

December 16th -At a very early hour thia morning, a tremendous storm arose from the S.W. 
quarter, and blew a hurricane more furious than any remembered by the oldest person living 
here; it threw down several chimneys, and unroofed houses-it threw down a new house in 
Glentworth-street. About 7 o'clock, a Norway sbip of about 200 tons, drifted from her fasten- 
ings at  Spannon-quay, and was driven up to the lower end of Newgate-lane, abreast of the old 
Golden Mills ; a brig and a sloop, both laden, were driven completely over the weir of Curra- 
gower, and grounded under the S.W. tower of the Castle Barrack. The tide rose up to the 
houses on Merchants'-quay ; the lanes and passages were s t rem with bricks, tiles and slates, 
which had fallen from the houses ; the flag-staff, erected on St. Nary's Cathedral at the close of 
A.D. 1800, waa broken and carried away ; and the new wooden gallery erected in July last, on 
the west side of the City gaol, over the river, was totally destroyed. A new Scotch sloop, with 
rock salt, thrown on her beam ends, a t  O'Neill's-quay, and sunk. Great damage on the Korth- 
strand, and most of a new parapet wall, erected 0x111 last summer, swept clear away. Many of 
the river craft totally lost, together with man? lives. The leads on the Custom House rolled 
np, and partly eariied off. This storm very general throughout the kingdom, upwards of 530 
large trees torn up from the roots at  Adare ; 130 gross trees at  Tervoe; 200 ditto at  Castletown 
waller; 150 ditto at  Hollypark (Mr. Taylor's) ; twenty farmers' houses were levelled to the 
grou,ai on Kilgenny common, about 3 miles beyond Adare. An over grown elm tree at  Clon- 
macken, in the N. Liberties, blown down-it had stood npwards of 150 years ; at  ICilballyowen, 
133 trees-all in this county. The damage at  sea waa dreadful. At Liverpool, 4 v e ~ ~ e l r  vcre 
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observe the exertions which the Catholics of Limerick continued to make, in 
order to provide themselves with commodious churches. Early in the year, 
the foundations of the new Chapel of St. Patrick's were laid in Clare-street, 
undcr the directions of the Rev. Patrick Magrath, P.P. ; and the Dominicans, 
who had been for many years confined to their small chapel in Fish Lane, 
undertook thc building of a noble church in Glentworth-street, which, for a 
long pcriod, was the largest in the city; the Rev. Patrick I-Iarrogan, O.P. 
was prior at the time; and many of the principal Catholic citizens aided 
him in thc project. 

The mills on the north bank of the canal, which were built by Messrs. 
Welsh and Uzuld, having become almost a ruin, were fitted up as a brewery 
by Mcssrs. Walkcr aud Co. of Cork, at  an expense of $25,000. This now 
bccamc one of the first cstablishmcntu of the kind in Munster ; but it did 
not prosper for any length of time. 

The Corporation, meanwhile, true to its instincts, persevered not only in 
opposing the legitimate rights of the citizens, but in plundering them 
rcrnorsclcssly. 

On the 26th of June, 1815, the following accounts were submitted by the 

lost, a t  Ncwcomo 1, a t  Fdmo~ith G, a t  Dovcr 8, a t  Cowes 5, a t  Greenock 3, a t  Leith Roads 4, on 
the Goodwin Sands G, at  Rn~nsg,lto 3, New Castle 'md Bristol 2, off Calais 8, Bologne 10, 
Dieppe 5, lIill 8, Scarborough 3. Thc mercury in the barometer, during the tremendous gale, 
stood at  Lioarick, so high ns 28 inches eight-tenths. 

1815, July 10th.-'fire lirst square-rigged vessel ever built in Limerick, w.ts launched from the 
Dry Dock, a t  Nowto~vn, this d,~y-tonnage 156 tons-Messrs. BIullock and Graham, owners. 

July 13th.-Tlic Citv of Limerick Militia re-embodied-the same day the County Limerick 
Regimcnt of BIiliti J wis re-embodied. 

At the conclasiotl of the nloutir of August, the roofing of the Cathedral, from the western 
tower or stceple to the castcm g,ible wa3 fiuialied. It was bogon in the month of April, the 
roof a t  the time, bciily in n very tottering stnte, was partially stript. The rafters were all of 
oak, ten inclics sqnare, and much decayed and rotted, for about two feet from the bottom-by 
loweriog the pitch of the roof, most of them were of great utility. The roof supposed to Le 
coeval with the Cathedral. 

November 24th.-l'ctcr IIehir, died in the Poor Ilouse, aged 102 years-he had the full exer- 
cise of his mental fncultics to tho last moment .- l imic Chvonicle. 

I n  this year, tho lire arms of all the Eegiments of Infantry were coloured brown. 
In  this year a tower, a beacon, began to be erected on the Beeve's Rocks, near Askeaton, to 

guide vcsscls a t  night. 
lSlG, January.-Ihrly in this month, a very fine organ, built by Evans of London, erected 

in the Parish Chapel of St. XIichacl, i t  cost t'1000, and is certainly the finest ever seen in this 
city ; tlie Chnpd has bccn recently very much ornamented, enlarged nnd beautified by the Rev. 
~a i r i c lc  IIogan, P.P. 

I n  tliis mouth, an American screw arrived in Limerick from New York, having the figure 
head of a n  Indian chicf, wiLh his pipe of peace, string of wnmpum and other pacific emMems of 
his nation. The history of this ~cssc l  is intcrcsting; i t  appears that the owner had sometime 
fiince lost a vcssel on a remote coast of Amcrica, where a chicf named Samopett ruled; this chief 
afforded cwry  Iiiud of protection to the shipwrecked crew, and used his utmost efforts in preserv- 
ing their property, ilnd bcndi~g them safe back to their own p o r t  The owner built this new 
vcssel, and in gat i tudc fur farours received, named her the Samopett. 

The weather ut this period was so severe that during the last ten or twelve days of the month, 
the setting out of the 1)uGlin mail for Limerick from Dublin was altered for two nights from 
eight o'clock, pm., to scven o'clock nest  morning, to avoid losing way in the snow, ahich covered 
thc Curmgh of Kilhre. 

Narch 3rd and 4th.-The city was visited with another of those terrible storms which are of 
such frequent occurrence, and which have been noted, from the very earliest times, in our annals. 
Several vessels in the liarbow drifted from their moorings. An old uninhabited house, opposite 
the old market Ire-use in the Irishtown, fell, and crushed to death a poor old woman of the name 
vf Dairs. 

The severity of%he past winter is said to be greater than was experienced for the twenty 
preceding years. 

On this day (5th of April) also, all the officers of the Assessed Tax  Department are off duty, 
and their future services dispensed with. The assessed taxes comprised hearths, windows, male 
seryanta, horses, carriages, itnd sporting dogs. The duty un hearths and windows was abolished 

Chamberlain, (which we give as a small specimen of the way in which the 
public money was scattered broadcast in bootless litigation) :- 

£ 8. d. 
Ordered-NO. 1. The Prosecutor's taxed costs in the Cause-Tha Ring 

at the Prosecution of John Tuthill, Esq., against thc Corpor- 
ation of Limerick, per Royse and Barrington's Bill, ... 840 10 1 

Ordered-No. 2. The Prosecutor's Taxed Costs in tho Cms+Tho 
King at the Prosecution of Jamev Snllivan, against the Cor- 
poration of Limerick, per same Attorney's Bill, ... 524 10 4 

Ordered-No. 3. The Prosecutor's Taxed Costs in tho Cause-The 
King at thc Prosecution of Lord Glentworth, and the Mayor, 
Sheriff, and Citizens of Limerick, per same Attorney's Bill, 581 6 7 
No. 4. Postage paid on the foregoing Costs, reccivcd in a 
Packet from Mr. Barrington, ... ... ... 1 7  9 

The manufacture of freemen still went on in the most barefaced manner, 
in order to swamp the liberal interest; but while their honours' were going on 
after this scandalous fashion, sealing their inevitable doom, dividing thc 
loaves and fishes, dressing up Sergeants-&Mace at enormous figurcs, 
and acting throughout on the exclusive system, the Catholics who had 
passed through a fiery ordeal, but who were not as pet emancipated from 
the fetters of the penal laws, were up and stirring, and making their voices 
heard in every direction. 

in 1822 ; the other duties not until March, 1823. The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared 
that the last mentioned duties, viz. those on servants, &C., producedE1,000,000 a-year, and that 
the hearths and windows netted only E250,000. The expense attending the collection left the 
produce rery little. 

In this month the fish and fowl markets were removed from Ellen-street, and tlie street 
opened and continued in a straight line towards the Corn Market, the cupola of which makes a 
pleasing termination to tliis vista. 

April 17th.-The Catholic Emancipation Bill lost in the IIonse of Commons-the adjournment 
of the House was carried as follows :- 

For the adjournment ... ... ... 813 
Against ... ... ... ... ... l11 - 
Majority ... ... ... ... ... 202 

An address was presented by the Protestant Bishops expressing their objections to the altera- 
tions in the Tithe Bill : the address bears the signatures of the Archbishops of Dublin and Tuam ; 
the Bishop of Limerick, and thirteen other Bishops. The other Protestant Biallops who signed 
are :-Kildare, Kilmore, Down and Connor, Clogher, Cork and Ross, Elphin, Ossory, Waterford, 
Dromore, Killaloe, Ferns, and Raphoe. 

May 10th.-The City Sheriffs received an order from Government to transmit five men and 
three woman, nnder sentence of transportation, to the Penitentiary House, Cork. 

May 14th.-Mr. Thomas P. Vokes, appointed Police Magistrate for the Countv of Limerick- 
vice Richard Wiicocks resigned. Mr. Wilcocks retains his nppoint~ent  a3 ~nspk tor -~enera l  of 
the Munster Police. 

I t  is deemed worthy of observation, and a proof of the change in the time, that the Mayor, on 
the 10th of May, actually and publicly advertised for estimates for the repair of the parapet wall 
on George's qoay, and the three water slips on the same-two of them-the ono near the new 
(now Mathew) bridge-and the other near Ball's bridge, were in a most deplorable and truly 
dangerous state, having probably, no attention paid them, since their erection in l763 ; the slip 
at the end of Creagh-lane was w a l  repaired in the Bfayoralty of Andrew Watson, Esq. in 1812. 

June 6th.-In the King's Bench, William Taylor, one of the City Sheriffs, sentenced to one 
month's imprisonment, in Kilmainham Gaol, from the first day of term, for using and writing 
provoking expressiolis to John Norris Russell-inducing h i  to break the peace; this matter 
arose out of the disputes between the Corporation and the Independents, of whom Mr. J. N. 
Bussell was an efficient member. 

The Linen Board has granted 200 spinning wheels and 12 reels, to enable the unemployed 
females in this County to earn a subsistence. The grant to the sereral Counties in the Frurince 
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that the men were not permitted totake their great coats, which the govern- 
ment alleged they required to clothe the naked soldiers who were coming 
home from the Peninsula-and thereby effect a saving of £30,000.- 
Miserable economy !l 

I n  September, 1814, a third belfry was erected in a Catholic Chapel in 
Limerick, that of St. Mary's Parish, and a bell was put up in January 
following. 

The project of building the projected bridge over the Shannon from Cus- 
tom-IIonso Quay to the opposite side of the river, was publicly abandoncd 
on the 20th Scptember this year (1814), when an advertisement appeared in 
the public journals of the city to that effect. At  this time the north end of 
Thornond Bridge near Castle-street, was only eight feet ten inches wide, 
though one of the grcatest thoroughfares in the kingdom, and a resolution 
was adopted to widen and repair that ancient bridge. 

The state of the country this year and the following year was deplorable 
in the cxtrcme: the people were in the greatest distress and misery, and 
crime consequently prevailed to a lamentable extent. In  September, 1515, 
the several regiments that composcd the garrison of Limerick marched under 
arms to their difirent places of worship: the County and Liberties of the 
City had bcen for a long time disturbed by nightly insurgents, who robbed, 
flogged, and dcprivcd of their arms, many of the peaceable inhabitants. On 
the 26th of the month, an extraordinary Sessions of the Peace was held, and 
the Magistrates of the County assembled by public advertisement. The County 

' In more recent years, a mutiny absolutely took place in the North Tipperary Regiment 
of militia in Nenagh, on the disembodiment of that regiment, when the men were refused 
their clothes, through a miserable cconomy also. On this occasion the mutiny was quelled 
by Major-Gcnernl Chntterton, Commander of the Limerick Garrison. 

the constellation of IIercules, near to the Corona Borenlii ; its motion to the east very perceptible. 
and as far as the eye could guide, uniformly accellerated ; it  shot from the place where i t  
originated, through the milky way, entering i t  in Beta eygon, passing through epsilon Cygani, 
through the south of Lacura, through Andromeda, between Beta and Gamma of that Constel- 
lation, through tho bright star of Caput BZedwa, and terminating in Perszus near Aurign ; all 
of which stars were obscurely seen through its radiance; i t  receded slowly to' the south, and 
disnppoared about two degrees further from the Zenith, than where it was first observed. 

Sept. 28th.-A large Bid  of the Heron species alighted, and remained half an hour on one 
of the pinnncles of the tower of the Cathedral and drew some nttention. 

In  the Autumn of this year, the small pox very fatal in the city and neighbourhood, particu- 
larly to:iufnnta 

In  the latter end of the month of October, died a t  Bnnnahow, in the Co. of Clare, Mrs. 
Butler, aged 105 years.-lirnerick Advwlisw, Nmember 4th, 1814. 

In  the Summer of this year. the old city Brewery, long since a ruin, began to undergo an 
entire repair; n ncw mill wheel, and all necessary mnchinery erected, by Mr. Xchael . . 
ltwhfor& the proprietor. 

Died a t  Kiilaloe, John O'Meolly, aged 104 ; he worked ns a labourer till a ahort time before 
his death-Limerick Chrmiclc, J~&& 9th. 

November.-In this month, mile stones were erected on the cnnal and track ways betwen 
Limerick nnd Killaloe, with n double inscription, marking on two sides, the relative distancss 
from each place. 

In this month, died, Miss White, a young lady of considerable fortone, who left the foliowing 
charitable bequests to her native city :- 
f 1000 for building a Mngdalen asylum, in this city, and dter the death of an old lady, f l 0 0  a 

year for it4 ~nppor4. for 20 years ; f 60 per year for 60  years to the Fever Hospital ; 640 per year 
for 21  years to the House of Industry; 6 8 0  per year to the Romnn Catholic Schools; E30 
each per year for 20 years, to the poor of the Parishes of St. Mary'e, St. Xuuchin'n, St. John's 
and St. Michael's ; B10 per year for 50 years to the Lying-in Hospitnl ; f 50 per year for 35 
yenra to St. Uichael's Chapel ; a year for 20 years to the Dispensary ; E80 for the purchase 
of books for tha poor, She has been the greatest benefactress to the poor since the time of Dr. 
Jeremiah IIall,-she was a Catholic-most pious-most devoted. 
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of Limerick, and the Liberties of the City were declared to be out of Dis 
Majesty's peace. Forty-three Magistrates attended. The County was pro- 
claimed on the 20th of September-the proclamation to begin to be in force 
from the 5th of Octobe~. The Liberties were also proclaimed. Sergeants 
Johnson and Joy were sent down by Government to hold Special Sessions in 
the City and County. A Special Commission of general gaol delivery was 
held at Limerick on the 1st of November, Chief Baron O'Grady presided as 
Judge m the County, and Mr. Sergeant Joy in the city. I n  the County 
were conhed seven charged with murder, nineteen for assembling at night, 
and taking arms, nine for robbery ox the highway,' twenty for burgla~y and 
felony, five for flogging at night, two Gring with intent to kill, one for 
abduction, one for assault on a magistrate, four for cow-stealing, nine for 
minor offences-total, 79. I n  the city one was charged with murder, four 
for taking up arms, four for assaulting with intent to  kill, four for robbery, 
two for burglary, two for sheep-stealing, one minor offence-total, 18. 
Out of those there were eight executed at the places where their several 
crimes were alleged to have been committed; some were transported to 
Botany Bay for seven years ; some were flogged, m d  some were confined 
and obliged to give bail. 

While these lamentable proceedings were taking place, it was a relief to 

December.-A monument erected in the Cathedral of St. Xary'a, near the burial place of the 
biihoos. on the sonth side of the Communion Table, with the following inscription :- 

m .  

To the Hemory of 
LIEUT.-COL. RICKARD LLOYD, 

Who fell on the 10th December, 1813, 
While engaged in a successful contest 

Against superior numbers, 
Rear the City of Bayonne, in the South of France. 

THIS MONUMENT I9 ERECTED, 
By the Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers, 

And Privates, 
Of the 2nd Battalion, 84th Regiment of Infantry ; 

Aa a testimony of respect for his valour 
AS A SOLDIER, 

And of affection for his virtues 
AS A MAN. 

This cenotaph was opened for the public on the loth, the anniversary of Colonel Lloyd't~ death, 
when the 84th Regiment, then in this garrison, attended divine service, in grand funeral pro- 
cession a t  the Cathedral. I t  was executed at  Dublin, and cost the Regiment E103 10s. 3d.- 
has the family arms. with the motto v i  virtute-and on the top a pyramid of black marble- 
with an urn and military trophies. 

December 16th -At a very early hour this morning, a tremendous storm arose from the S.W. 
quarter, and blew a hurricane more furious than any remembered by the oldest person living 
here; it threw down several chimneys, and unroofed houses-it threw down a new house in 
Glentworth-street. About 7 o'clock, a Norway sbip of about 200 tons, drifted from her fasten- 
i n g ~  a t  Shannon-quay, and was driven up to the Iower end of Newgate-lane, abreast of the old 
Golden Mills ; s brig and a sloop, both laden, were driven completely over the weir of Curra- 
gower, and grounded under the S.W. tower of the Castle Barrack. The tide rose up to the 
houses on Merchants'-quay; the lanes and passages were s t r e w  with bricks, tiles and slates, 
which had fallen from the houses ; the flag-staff, erected on St. Mary's Cathedral at the close of 
A.D. 1800, waa broken and carried away ; and the new wooden gallery erected in July last, on 
the west side of the City gaol, over the river. was totally destroyed. Q new Scotch sloop, with 
rock salt, thrown on her beam ends, a t  O'Neill's-quay, and sunk. Great damage on the Xorth- 
strand, and most of a new parapet wall, erected only last summer, swept clear away. Many of 
the river craft totally lost, together with many lives. The leads on the Custom House rolled 
up, and partly carlied off. This storm very general throughout the kingdom, upwards of 530 
large trees torn up ftom the roots at  Adare ; 130 gross trees at  Tervoe; 200 ditto nt Castletown 
waller ; 180 ditto at  Hollypark (Mr. Taylor's) ; twenty farmers' houses were levelled to the 
groudfi on Kilgenny common, about 3 miles beyond Adare. An over grown elm tree at  Clon- 
macken, in  the N. Liberties, blown down-it had stood upwards of 150 years ; at  Kilballyowen, 
130 trees-all in this county. The damage 8t rea W* dreadful. At Liverpool, 4 vessels were 
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observe the exertions which the Catholics of Limerick continued to make, in 
ordcr to providc themselves with commodious churches. Early in the year, 
the foundatioas of the new Chapel of St. Patrick's were laid in Clare-street, 
under the directions of the Rev. Patrick Magrath, P.P. ; and the Dominicans, 
who hacl bcen for many years confined to their small chapel in Fish Lane, 
undertook thc building of a noble church in Glentworth-street, which, for a 
long pcriod, was the largest in the ~ i t y ;  the Rev. Patrick I-Iarrogan, O.P. 
was prior at the time; and many of the principal Catholic citizens aided 
him in thc project. 

The ~nills on the north bank of the canal, which were built by Messrs. 
Te l sh  and Uzuld, having become almost a ruin, were fitted up as a brewery 
by Mcssrs. Wallccr aud Co. of Cork, at  an expense of L25,OOO. This now 
bccamc one of the first establishments of the kind in Munster ; but it did 
not prosper for any leugth of time. 

Thc Corporation, meanwhile, true to its instincts, persevered not only in 
opposing the legitimate rights of the citizens, but in plundering them 
rcmorsclessly. 

On the 26th of June, 1815, the following accounts were submitted by the 

lost, a t  Newcome 1, a t  Falmontl~ 6, a t  Dovcr S, a t  Cowes 6,  a t  Greenock 3, a t  Leith Roads 4, on 
the Goodwin Sands G ,  at  Bamsg:ito 3, New Castle arid Bristol 2, off Calais 8, Bologne 10, 
Dicppe 6,  Hill 8, Scarborough 3. The mercury in the barometer, during the tremendous gale, 
stood at  Liiucrick, so high as 28 inches eight-tenths. 

1815, July 10th.-The lirst square-rigged vessel ever built in Limerick, w:islaunched from the 
Dry Dock, a t  Newtown, this day-tonnnge 156 tons-Messrs. Wullock and Graham, owners. 

July lRt~~.-Thc Ci t y  of Linlcrick Militia re-embodied-the same day the County Limerick 
Regimcnt of IIilitia was re-embodied. 

At the concllwio~~ of the month of hu$ust, the roofing of the Cathedid, from the western 
tower or stceple to the c:istcrn gable ~ a 3  finished. It was began in the month of April, the 
roof a t  the time, bring in a vcry tottering state, was partially stript. The rafters were all of 
oak, ten inches square, and mucli decayed and rotted, for about two feet from the bottom-by 
lowericg the pitch of the roof, most of then1 were of great utility. The roof supposed to be - - 
coeval &h the Cnthedral. 

Xovcmber Nth.-l'ctcr IZehir, died in the Poor nouse, aged 102 years-he had the full emer- 
cise of his mental fncultics to tho last moment.-lisrerc Chvonicle- 

In  this year, the lire arms of all the Regiments of Infantry were coloured brown. 
In  this year a tower, a beacon, bcgan to be erected on the Beeve's Rocks, near Askeaton, to 

guide vcsscls a t  night. 
lSlG, January.-I(:~rly in this month, a very fine organ, built by Evans of London, erected 

in the Parish Chapel of St. Michacl, i t  cost S1000, and is certainly the finest ever seen in this 
city ; the Chapel has been rcccntly very much ornamented, enlarged and beautified by the Rev. 
Patrick IIognn, P.P. 

In  tbis month, an American screw arrived in Limerick from New York, having the figure 
head of a n  Indian cbicf, wiLh his pipe of peace, string of wampum and other pacific emblems of 
his nation. The history of this resstl is interesting; it appears that the owner had sometime 
aince lost a vcssel on a remote coast of An~erica, where a chief named Samopett ruled; this chief 
niforded cvery kind of prntection to the shipwrecked crew, and used his utmost efforts in preserv- 
ing their property, and scnding them safe back to their own port, The owner built this new 
vcssel, and in gratitude for farours received, namcd her the Samopett. 

The weather a t  this period was so severe that during the last ten or twelve days of the month, 
the setting out of thc 1)nirlin mail for Limerick from Dublin was altered for two nights from 
eight o'clock, p m,, to sewn o'clocli nest  morning, to avoid losing way in the snow, which covered 
the Curmgh of Hilhre. 

DIarch 3rd and 4th.-The city was visited with another of those terrible storms which are of 
such frequent occorrence, and which have been noted, from the very earliest times, in our annals. 
Sevwal vessels in the harbour drifted from their moorings. An old uninhabited house, opposite 
the old markct h o v e  in the Irishtown, fell, and crushed to death a poor old woman of the name 
of Dairs. 

The severity ofYhepast winter is said to be greater than was experienced for the twenty 
preceding pars .  

On this day (5th of April) also, all the officers of the Assessed Tax  Department are off duty, 
and their future services dispensed with. The assessed taxes comprised hearths, windows, male 
servants, horses, carriages, and sporting dogs. ' I le  duty un hearths and windows was abolished 

Chamberlain, (which we give as a small specimen of the way in which the 
public money was scattered broadcast in bootlcss litigation) :- 

£ a. d. 
Ordered-NO. 1. The Prosecutor's taxed costs in the Cause-Tho Ring 

at the Prosecution of John Tuthill, Esq., against thc Corpor- 
ation of Limerick, per Royse and Barrington's Bill, ... 840 10 1 

Ordered-No. 2. The Prosecutor's Taxed Costs in tho Cause-Tho 
King at the Prosecution of James Snllivan, against the Cor- 
poration of Limerick, per same Attorney's Bill, ... 524 10 4 

Ordered-No. 3. The Prosecutor's Taxed Costs in the Cause-The 
King at thc Prosecution of Lord Glentworth, and the Mayor, 
Sheriff, and Citizens of Limerick, per same Attorney's Bill, 581 6 7 
No. 4. Postage paid on the foregoing Costs, rcccived in a 
Packet from Mr. Barrington, ... ... ... 1 7  9 

The manufacture of freemen still sen t  on in the most barefaced manner, 
in order to swamp the liberal interest ; but while their ' honours' were going on 
after this scandalous fashion, sealing their inevitable doom, dividing the 
loaves and fishes, dressing up Sergeants-at-Mace at enormous figurcs, 
and acting t h r ~ u ~ h o u t  on the exclusive system, the Catholics who had 
passed through s fiery ordeal, but who were not as yet emancipaled from 
the fetters of the penal laws, were up and stirring, and making their voices 
heard in every direction. 

in 1822 ; the other duties not until March, 1823. The Chancellor of the Exchequer declared 
that the last mentioned duties, viz. those on servants, &C., producedE1,000,000 a-year, and that 
the hearths and windows netted only f 260,OW. The expenso attending the collection left the 
produce rery little. 

In  this month the fish and fowl markets were removed from Ellen-street, and the street 
opened and continued in a straight line towards the Corn Market, the cupola of which makes a 
pleasing termination to this vista. 

April 17th.-The Catholic Emancipation Bill lost in the House of Commons-the adjournment 
of the House was carried as follows :- 

For the adjournment ... ... ... 813 
Against ... ... ... ... ... l11 - 
a j o r i . .  ... ... ... ... 202 

An address was presented by the Protestant Bishops expressing their objections to the altera- 
tions in the Tithe Bill : the address bears the ~ignatures of the Archbishops of Dublin andTuam ; 
the Bishop of Limerick, and thirteen other Bishops. The other Protestant Bishops who signed 
are :-Kildare, Eilmore, Down and Connor, Clogher, Cork and Ross, Elphin, Ossory, Waterford, 
Dromore, Hillaloe, Ferns, and Raphoe. 

May 10th.-The City Sheriffs received an order from Government to transmit five men and 
three woman, under sentence of transportation, to the Penitentiary House, Cork. 

May 14th.-Mr. Thomae P. Vokes, appointed Police Magistrate for the County of Limerick- 
vice Richard Wilcocks resigned. Mr. Wilcocks retains his appointrr,ent as Inspector-General of 
the Munster Police. 

I t  is deemed worthy of observation, and a proof of the change in the time, tbat the Mayor, on 
the 10th of Dray, actually and publicly advertised for estimates for the repair of the pnmpet wall 
on George's qoay, and the three water slips on the same-two of them-the one near the new 
(now Mathew) bridge-and the other near Ball's bridge, were in a most deplorable and truly 
dangerous state, having probably, no attention paid them, since their erection in l763 ; the slip 
a t  the end of Creagh-lane was well repaired in the Mayoralty of Andrew Watson, Eq. in 1812. 

June 6th.-In the King's Bench, William Taylor, one of the City Sheriffs, sentenced to one 
month's imprisonment, in Kilmainham Gaol, from the first day of term, for using and writing 
provoking expressions to John Norris Russell-inducing hi to break the peace; this matter 
arose out of the disputes between the Corporation and the Independents, of whom Mr. J. N. 
Rnssell was an efficient member. 

The Linen Board has granted 200 spinning wheels and 12 reels, to enable the unemplored 
females in this County to earn a subsistence. The grant to the screral Counties in the ~ r o v h c e  
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Another great suit was tried at  Cork Spring Assizes, in the year after 
(1816), in which John Tuthill, Esq., on behalf of the independents, was 
plaintiff, ,and the Corporation defendants. The jury remained in two days 
and onc n ighLthey  gave s o  verdicteleven were for the plaintiff. One 
only, a Mr. William Taylor, for the defendants. Mr. Taylor was presented 
with the freedom of the city for this act, in a gold box, and was made Sheriff 
in thc years 1819, 1820, 1821, and 1822. 

On the 23rd of March, another trial taok place, with the same plaintiff and 
defendants, on other grounds, in which the plaintiff was non-suited. 

At the commencement of this century one of the most ancient families 
in the County of Limerick, could lay claim to three distinguished indivicluals 
whose names are interwoven with the history of 6hc time. W e  refer to 
Stnndish O'Grady, afterwards Chief Baron O'Grady, afterwards Viscount 
Cuillamore. H m y  Dean Crady, and Thomas Grady of Belmont, better 
known by the soubriquet of Spectacle Gradj. 

We have alread referred to the Rt. IIon. Standish OJGmdy, far the most i' distinguished of t e three. 
IIarry Dean Grady was a barrister of great and rising taleats. He  

represented IJimcrick in Parliament in conjunction W th Colonel Vereker, 
and supported the fatal Union, ngahst which his collergue voted on every 

of Munster, including Limerick, amounts to 1708 wheels and 383 reels, a t  the totnl expense of 
f 1000. 

l3all's Bridge, Mary-street, Nicholas-street, Castle-street, and part of Thomond Bridge, newly 
paved since the commencement of this year. 

In  the Summer Assizes of this year, n change in the route of the Munster Circuit took place- 
riuce the Summer Assizes of 1706, when Tipperary and Waterford were added to the Leinster 
Circuit, the judges began at  Ennis, thence to Limerick, thence to Tralee, and finished the judicial 
career at  Cork. This year, they commenced at  Cork, thence to Ennis, thence to Limerick, thence 
to Tralce ; and in consequence of the weight of the criminal business, return again to Cork after 
all the other business of the Circuit is finished. 

Alcssrs. Williams and Cockburn of.Dublin, have contracted for the new Lunatic Asylum about 
to be built in this City, at  a sum not much exceeding f 20,000. This work will give employ- 
nlcut to the numerous distressed tradesmen at  this period 

July 4th.-Tvo Dutch Boers or farmers have becn brought by the Linen Board from Ilolland, 
to instruct the peasantry of this county in the cultivation and management of flax, which is a 
source of national wealth to Holland. Their tour will be the Counties of Cork, Limerick, Clare, 
and Galway. A great number of linen wheels and reels have, within n short period, been CL- 
tributcd among poor young females here to encourage them to industry. 
. Diary of the weather for June :- 

Thermometer-Highest, 70. Lowest, 45. 
B~romcter- Highest, 30, 40. Lowest, 29, 30. 

Days of rain-10. Cloudy-6. Sunshine-13. Thunder-l. 
Wind, in general, N.E., N.W., and S.W. Quantity of rain-l inch six-tenths. 

July 12th.-The following will show the great depression in the articlcs of life. A boat load 
of potatoes was this day sold a t  the Poor House at  three farthings per stone. 

July 26th.-At the Summer Assizes £4000 to be presented in the County for the Iwurrection 
Act to the Judges ; f 2000 to the Police 

In the month of July a new Butter Weigh-house built in Carr-street, closely adjoining the 
new Linen Hull. The former Weigh-house outside Mungret Gate ejectea for waqt of title. 

August 4th.-A man named Daniel O'Connell, who bad been tried a t  the Assizes, was executed 
in front of the new County Jail for murder. He acknowledged that he vas  one of the party 
who broke into the house of Dennie Morrissey, oq the 22nd of February, 1822 ; hu$ he denied 
that he fired the shot by which porissey was kiiled. 

Auaast 7th.-Lnbourers commenced digging the foundations fpr thg New Lunatic Asylum on 
the Waterford an4 Tipperary road, Uppq Wiqam-street. 

State of the weather for July :- 
Thermometer-nighest, 69- Lowest, 50. 
Barometer- Highest, 29. Lowest, 0. 

JYeather-Dnys with rain-27. Cloudy and no rain-3. S n n s h i n e l .  
Wind in general W.S.W. and N.W. 

Quantity of rain upon each sqnare foot of surface-3 Inches. 

occasion. He was rewarded with the office of "first Counsel to the Com- 
mons," after which he slowly sunk into obscurity. Two of his daughters, 
Lady Nuskerry and Lady Roche, were married to members of their native 
County. Mr. Thomas Grady's first appearancein public was at  the meeting 
of the bar convened to discuss the Union on the 9th of Dccembcr, 
1799. Of course the Father of the Bar occupied the chair, and Sauriu, 
Plunket, Bushe, Jonah Barrington, Peter Burrowes, and all the most distin- 
guished members of the bar attended. St. Gcorge D d y  was the first to 
speak in fttvor of the Union. Of him it was wittily observed, that the Union 
was the first brief he spoke out of. Thomas Grady was FitzgibbonJs spokes- 
man. The Irish," said Mr. Grady, following Daly, cc are only the rump of 
an aristocracy. Shall I visit posterity with a system of war, pestilence and 
famine ? No ! Give me a Union. Unite me to that country where all is 
peace, order and prosperity. Without a Union we shall see embryo chief 
justices, attorneys-general in perspective, and animalcula sergeants ? &c. &C." 
Mr. John Beresford, Lord Clare's pursebearer, followed in thc same strain, and 
Thomas Goold, another Limerick man, practically closed the debate with the 
declaration, that the Almighty has in majestic characters signed the great 
charter of our independence. The great Creator of the world has given 
our beloved country the gigantic outlines of a kingdom. The God of 
nature never intended that Ireland should be a province, and 6y - sAe 
aever shaZZ ! 

Loud applause followed, and the division being taken there appcared 
Against the Union, . . . ... 166 
For it . . . ... ... ... 32 - 
Majority ... ... . . . 184 

For his vote on this owasion, Thomas Grady was made a county Judge, 
worth $600 a year. 

Augwt 16th.-A wooden portico of four Doric wlumna with its entablatnre, erected a t  the 
entrance of the new Augustinian Chapel (lately a Theatre) in Georgek-street. 

August 16th.-Patrick Ivis executed at  the New Gaol, pursuant to sentenca at  the last Assizes. 
He acknowledged his guilt ; he was sixty years of age. 

August 22nd.-James Connell and John Dundon executed e t  the New Gaol, pnrsuant to 
sentence a t  the last Assizes. Daniel Nunan, nnder similar circumstances, received a reprieve, 
a few minutes before his associates were led to execution. 

The vulgar tradition, 'L that if St. Swithin's day (15th July) is wet, it  will rain for forty days 
after," was most completely exemplified this year; probably a wetter autumn has not been 
remembered. Turf was taken by the country people from the Quays to Charlerille, Bruff, 
Tipperary, Rathkeale, and all around in the County of Limerick, to the extent of twenty miles, 
the bogs being nnder water and inaccessible. At this period (August 26th) the crops are very 
laxnrinnt and promising; h u t  the heat is only 61 on Farenheit scale, whereas summer, or ripen- 
ing heat is always 76. 

August 30th.-Henry Rose, Esq. elected to wrve the office of sheriff for the ensuing year, in 
th? ro6m of John Cripps, Esq. Jun. who was appointed to that situation on Monday after the 
24th of June  

From returns made to the Howe of Commons in the conree of the last Swsions, it appears 
that the following Protestant Parwhid Schools are in the sees of Limerick and Kerry :- 

Fifteen Parocbid Sdioola which are attended by about twelve hundred children. The greater 
part of the population are Roman Catholics, and stontly persist in refusing to permit their 
children to receive any instaction from a Protestant Establishment. 

Sept. 6th.-A Special Session of the Insurrection Act held at  the Court-house ; a man sent off 
from the dock for transportation. 

Diary of the weather for Augnst + 
1 Thermometer-Higheat, 72. Lowest, 41. 

Barometer- Highest, %G-10. Lowest, 29. 
Weather-Sunshine, cloudy, and rain more or lees e v q  day ; wind in general &W., 1Y.X.K. 

Quantity of rain-l inch. 
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Although possessed of great talents he practically failed at the bar. He  

waa eaten up with the green-eyed monster, and if surpassed by any one, he 
cherished for him the most undying hatred, being totally incapable of 
understanding, t.hat sooner or later we all meet our masters. Even his 
rclative, S t d i s h  O'Gmdy, was not exempt frotn this jealousy, and many 
wcre the satires directed against him by his kinsman. Sick at heart and 
soured in dispositiony Grady ultimately left the bar, and devoted much 
time to his pen.' 

The character of this extraordinary man may be thna epitomised.-He was a gentleman of 
independent property, a good lawer,  but without judgment, an amatory poet, a severe and scarcely 
decent satirist, and an indefatigable tuft-hunter. He wrote the Flesh-bmh" for Lady Clore ; 
the " West Briton" for the Union, " The Barristern for the Bar, and the " Nosegay" for Mr. Bruce 
tbe banker at Limerick, who it is said, refused to appreciate the value of some accommodation 
bills tendered to him in exchange for cash. The following extract from the "Nosegay" will 
sholv the charactoristics of the poem. I t  represents Bruco tortured by his own conscience and 
rellections in the solitude of night: 

Yet in the dark and dreadful midnight hour, 
Oh God ! thiis caitiff owns thy sovereign pow'r ; 
I t  happen'd once, by some unlucky doom, 
I lay (not slept) in his adjoining room ; 
' T m  then I witness'd of his soul the pangs, 
The stripes of conscience, and of guilt the fang* ; 
Scar'd by fierce visions from his fev'rish rest, 
He saw ten thousand daggers at  his brcast ; 
gLMurder ! ye villains ! murder !" he exclaim'd, 
And of his many victin~s s o m  he named ; 
Now seem'd the pistol's muzzle to evade, 
And parried now the visionary blade. 
Now ronr'd and bellow'd like one mad or drunk, 
And now to abject supplication sunk; 
Now the most hellish imprecations utter'd ; 
Now, half suppressed, the Litany he mutter'd ; 
And nos, confounding blessed spirits with eviI, 
Invok'd, a t  once, onr Saviour and the Devil. 
Thus passed a night, whieh fear and fury share, 
A sad melange of blasphemy and pray'r ; 
And while his groans and suspirations rattle, 
I thought of RICIIABD on the eve of battle ! * * * * 
Oh ! IXeav'nly Father I merciful and kind, 
Subdue my passions, grant me peace of mind ! 
Peace with good men on earth to me be given, 
And glory be to Thee, on high in Heav'n l 
And if this world one Atheist h a l l  disclose, 
Thy sacred balm of mercy interpose ; 
Place him by night where he mny fairly hear 
The ravin& of this wretch's guilt and fear ; 
Atheist no more-reform'd, he'll bend the knee 
To truth and grace, to Majesty and thee. 

It is to be regretted thnt many passages in his works render them unfit for generd perusal. In  
the year 1816 he published a second edition of the l' Xosegay," upon which an action for libel was 
brought agninst him a t  Spring assizes, 1817, and f 600 damages given to Bruce, though f 20,000 
were songht The following are the namea of the jury before whom the case was tried :-Hon. 
George Eyre Massy, Foreman ; Edmard Croker ; Stephen Edward Rice ; The Knight of Glin; De 
Courcy O'Grady ; Thomas Rice ; Michael Scanlan ; Edward Villiers ; George Tuthill; John Greene ; 
Robert Cripps ; Alexander Rose, F~qrs. The local papers suppressed the trial, but portions of i t  
were printed by A. J. Watson, Limerick, for the Editor, which caused much litigation after- 
wards. The d;~m.?fies Grady would never pay, and voluntarily expatriated himself for life. He 
died some few years ago at  Boulogne. Ilia works abound in curious anecdotes about Limerick 
people. The following anecdote about Uernard, Bishop of Limerick, in 1799, will d o r d  a fair 
specimen of his dry humour : 
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LOCOMOTION.-MR. BIANCON1.-EDUCATIONAL REFORM.-INTltODUCTION OF 
THE CHRISTIm BROTRERS TO LIMERICK.-THOMAS SPRING RICE, ESQ.- 
CHAIRING OF MR. TUTH1LL.-DISTURBANCES AFTER VISIT OF GEORGE 1V.- 
TERMS OFFERED BY THE INSURGENTS, &C. &C. 

IT was in the same year (1815), that Mr. Charles Bianconi, an Italian by 
birth, but an Irishman in heart, and of wonderful energy and ability, applied 
his active mind to the promotion of means for the public accommodation of 
passengers in the South of Ireland, which had been hitherto confined to a 
few mail and day coaches, which travelled with comparative leisure on the 
great lines of road between Munster and Dublin. 

From his peculiar position in the country, he had ample opportunities of 
reflecting on many things, and nothing struck him more forcibly than the 
great vacuum that existed in travelling accommodation between the different 
orders of society. 

I never will forget the fmpression thir accomplished man (the Bishop) made upon me, the 
first day I sat in his company. I t  was at  Lord Gort's--after dinner the conversation took a 
stupid turn upon oar taxes, and particularly upon the window tax, then lately laid on thii 
country, and I threw in Bome atupid observations, reprobating the tax and lamenting the miser- 
able five or six pounds a-year I had to pay for my house in Dublin-' Sir,' saps he, ' you have 
no taxes, it is idle to talk of taxes in this country. sir, I had a house once in London that lay 
at  the angle of two p e a t  streets. By consequence i t  had two fronts-each very extensive, and 
with more than the ordinary proportion of windows to each front-and sir, I had to pay for the 
window tax  of that house (I  think he said) £80.' This struck me with h o n o r - p r o i m 1 ~  ardet. 
I had a prophetic anticipation of what had since happened, and in the state of despair arising 
from the coup &(~!il, I burst forth into the vulgar and indecent ejacnlation of 'oh blood and 
'ounds!' I saw in an instant the lawn sleeves present themselves to my confounded imagination. 
I was sensible of the vulgarity and grossness I had committed, and I most humbly asked hi 
pardon. He saw I was degraded and humbled in my own feelings, and fixing his eyes upon me, 
which sparkled when he was going to be playful, and gave notice of the coming flash-' Well- 
you may say ' blood and 'ounds,' sir I I t  was enough to make any honest man say ' blood and 
'ounda,' sir ! I can tell you, sir, i t  has made a bishop say blood and 'ounds,' sir.' The whole 
table was convulsed, and I was redeemed by the wit, the pleasantry, and good nature of this 
admirable man." 

O'Grady also wrote $'Sir Phe l i i  O'Shaughneesy," the " Two-penny Post-Bag,* &c. 

September 29th.-Pursuant to Act 4th Geo. IV. the Freemen of the City assembled in the 
Tolsel Court, to elect a Common Speaker for the Court of D'Oyw Hundred ; John Barclay 
Westropp, Esq. was elected. There is no mention in the existing books of the Corporation of a 
Common Speaker being chosen since the 3rdof April, 1680, when Robert Smyth, Burgess, wae 
chosen to that office. Mr. Westropp and a. Hughes Russell were the only Candidates for the 
o5ce of Common Speaker, the former on the Corporation interest, the latter on the independent 
interest. The Rev. Henry Ivers Ingram, the oldest resident freeman, presided in the Chair. 
Numbers for Westropp, 132; for Ruasell, 20. 

In this summer Rutland-street, George's-street, and Patrick-street, were newly paved. 
In this year the 29th Regiment quartered here ; they paraded to church every Sunday twenty 

boys and twenty girls. Captain Bridgea was remarkable in the Regiment as a very wealthy 
man; he drove a bang-up coach and four-in-hand, the first seen in Limerick-he always drove, 
and was accompanied by several of his brother officers seated on the roof, with one or more 
servants in the hinder mat, blowing horna 

October 3rd.-Ten men tried in Rathkeale, under the Insurrection Act, and sentenced to raven 
yearn' transportation ; and on the &h, three more met a similar fate. 
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The inconvenience felt f i r  the want of l;ore extended means of intercourse, 
particularly from the interior of the country to the different market towns, 
gave great advantage to the few at the expense of the many ; and, above all, 
a great loss of time. 

I n  July, 1815, he started a car for the conveyance of passengers from 
Clonme110 Caher, which he subsequently extended to Tipperary and Limerick; 
at the end of the same year, he started similar cars from Clonmel to Cashel 
and Thurles, and from Clonmel to Carrick and Waterford, and he subse- 
quently extended this establishment, including the most insulated localities, 
and numbering in 1843, 100 vehicles, including mail coaches and different 
sized cars, capable of carrying from four to twenty passengers each, and 
travelling eight or nine miles an hour, at  an average of one penny farthing 
per mile for each passenger, and performing daily 3,800 miles, passing 
through over 140 stations for the change of horses, consuming 3 to 4,000 
tons of hay, and from 30 to 40,000 barrels of oats, annually, all of which were 
purchased in their respective localities. 

His establishment originated immediately after the peace of 1815, having 
then had the advantage of a supply of first class horses intended for the army, 
and rating in price from ten to twenty pounds each, one of which drew a car 
and six persons with ease seven miles an hour. The demand for such horses 
having ceased, the breeding of them naturally diminished, and, after some 
time, he found it necessary to put two inferior horses to do the work of one. 
Finding he thus had extra horse power, he increased the size of the car, 
which held six passengers-three on each side-to one capable of carrying 
eight, and in proportion as the breed of horses improved, he continued to 
increase the size of the cars for summer work, and to add to the number of 
horses in winter, for the conveyance of the same number of passengers, until 
he converted the two-wheeled two-horse cars into four-wheeled cars, drawn 
by two, three, or four horses, according to the trafEc on the respective roads, 
and the wants of the public. 

Oct. 6th.-New mayor and sherms sworn to office ; the se~geants-at-mace, bailiffs, and con- 
stables, appeared in new and hitherto uncommonly fine uniforms. Before this time it was not the 
custom to clothe them till the ensuing spring assizes. 

The toll on corn and grain this year is one penny per bushel. 
The decadence of theatricals throughout Ireland is instanced this year, not only by the change 

of the Theatre of Limerick into an admirable Catholic Church, but that at Kilkenny, so famous 
some years ago for its theatricals, has been changed into a hay market and corn store. The 
Patrick-street theatre, Cork, is appropriated to the h e  arts, and the Wexford theatre converted 
into a dissenting meeting house. 

October 29th.-At a special sessions in the City Court House, under the Insurrection Act, n 
man sentenced to seyen years' transportation, and sent out of the dock. 

October 30th and 3lst.-Dreadful storms and shipwrecks on the English coast. This city, 
and Ireland generally, have escaped. 

December 3rd.-A great depression in the macnry, but no ~torm. 
Viscount Gort elected a sitting peer of the W m  in the room of the late Viscount Powerscourt. 
Dec. 6th.-This day the Cork coach from this city leaves the Post Office at half-past eleven 

o'clock, A.M., and arrives in Cork at eight, P.M. ; leaves Cork at six, A.M., and arrives here at 
half-past two, P.M., performing the journey of fifty miles, Irish, in eight hours and a-half. 

Dec. 10th and 11th.-Special sessions at Rathkeale, under the Insurrection Aet ; one man, a 
country schoolmaster, an alleged writer of Captain Rock's ordera, transported 

In the summer of this year a vestibule or portico, mpported by four wooden columns of the 
Ionic order, erected over the entrance into the new Augustinian Chapel, George's-street. 

Dec. 12th.-In the Court of King's Bench the will of the late Mra Hannah Villiers, of this 
city, fully established 8 among many charitable bequests, she has left the sum of E288 per year 
for the support of twelve poor widow8 at E24 each. By this will an Alms Honse was built at  her 
expense for their reception on a piem of ground adjoining St. Munchin's churchyard, and known 
by the name of the Bisbop'a Garden, which she had pnlchasad several years before for this 
purpose. This Alms Honse in admirably built, and L beautiiully situated in yiea of the 
Shannon, the Clare moua&ains, &C. 
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The progress of the establishment was wonderful.' Mr. Bianconi 
became one of the men of mark of his time. He has been also always 
prominent in the political movements of his time as a staunch and earnest 
friend of O'Connell, and his policy. He threw heart and soul and money 
into the movement for Catholic Emancipation; he realised a noble fortune, 
portion of which he has invested in the purchase of estates in his adopted 
County of Tipperary, of which he is a Magistrate, a Grand Juror, and 
Deputy Lieutenant. The late Sir Robert Peel recognised his public services 
by a complimentary reference to them in the House of Commons,  he^ the 
naturalization of Mr. Bbnconi was granted. He  relates himself that in 
1807-'8 he was located at  Carrick-on-Suir, distant from Waterford, by ro3d 
sixteen, and by the River Suir about thirty miles ; and the only public mode 
of conveyance for passengers between these two places, containing a popula- 
tion of between thirty and forty thousand inhabitants, was c' Tom Morrissey's 
boat," which carried from eight to ten passengers, and which, besides being 
obliged to await the tide, took from four to five hours to perform the journey, 
at a fare of sixpence-halfpenny of the then currency. At  the time the rail- 
way opened between Cork and Waterford, in 1853, there was between the 
two towns horse-power capable of conveying by cars and coaches one 
hundred passengers daily, performing the journey in less than two hours, at 
a fare of two shillings, thus showing that the  people not only began to 
understand the value of time, but also appreciated it. He subsequently 
became a contractor for the conveyance of several cross mails, at a price not 
exceeding half the amount which the Government had paid the postmasters 
for doing this duty; and it was not until.Lord OJNeill and Lord Ross had 
ceased to be Postmasters-General of Ireland, and that the Duke of Richmond 
became Postmaster Geoerd of the United Kingdom, under the Government 
of Lord Grey, and that the local postmasters were no longer appointed 
exclusively from one section of the community, that the conveyance of all 
the cross mails was set up to public competition, to be carried on the 
principle of his establishment. 

Notwithstanding the inroads made on his establishment by railways, and 
which displaced over 1,000 horses, and obliged him to direct his atteation to 
such portions of the country as had not before the benefit of his conveyances, 
he still in 1865 employs about 900 horses, travelling over 4,000 d e s  daily, 

1 The following interesting particulars as to tbe extension of the greatlocomotive establishment 
of Nr. Binconi. show that this establiihmept has at least been fifty years connected with Limerick ! 

Clonmel to Limerick Commenced 18 15 
Clonmel to Thwles, 1815 
Clonmel to Waterford, 10 o'clock, A.M. 1818 

61 I 61 6 o'clock, &H. 1820 
61 LI 14 3 o'clock, Pat. 1821 
L' to Cork, 1821 

to Kilkenny, 1820 
Kilkenny ta Waterford, 1882 
Thurles to Kilkenny, 1833 
Clonmel to Xoscrea, 1822 

to Tipperary, 1828 
Limerick to Cork, 1830 
Clonmel to Youghal, 1831 
Limerick to Tralee, (Coach,) 

l 6  4' 'L 
1833 

(cm,) 1833 
Tralee to Caherciveen, 1834 
Kilarney to " 1836 
Limerick to Galway, 1837 
Galway to Tuam, 1833 

3 o'clock, P.H. 
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passing through twenty-three counties, having 137 stations, and working 
twelve mail and clay coaches 672 miles ; fifty four-wheel cars, with two and 
more horses, travelling 1,930 miles; and sixty-six two-wheel one-horse 
ears, travelling 1,604 miles.' 

Almost contemporaneously with the introduction of this great locomotive 
improvement, the extension of the Schools of the Christian Brothers to 
Limerick in 1816, took place. The institute which has conferred wonderful 
good on Society, was projected by Mr. Edmond Rice of Waterford, who in 
the year 1802, had submitted the plan of the proposed association to Pope 
Pius VII. by whom he was encouraged to proceed with it, and by whom it 
was eventually approved of and codrmed in 1820. Since that time the 
schools have rapidly extended, and continued to extend-and when the 
Commissioners who were appointed to enquire into the endowed schools in 
Ireland in 1858, made their examination, they visited the Christian Schools, 
though not endowed by the State, on the contrary, entirely separated 
from any state endowment whatever, and at that time there were 15,000 
pupils in these schools in Ireland, and 3,000 in England. I n  Limerick the 
schools have gone on in the most successful manner : there are no less than 
six of those schools in the City of Limerick, while there are schools also in 
Bruff, Adare, Rathkeale, &c. I n  1858, there were 1,458 pupils in those 
schools. The Commissioners, of whom the Earl of Kildare was Chairman, 
reported that "the state of education is noticed as excellent. Several of the 
pupils could draw well ; their writing was generally unexceptionable; and 
the answering in Euclid, mechanics, arithmetic, and all the ordinary depart- 
ments of English education, including dictation, was of a very superior order." 
No greater blessing could be conferred on a community than that which has 
been extended throngh the influence and operations of these admirable 
schools, which in 1865 contain nearly 1800 pupils, in seventeen school- 
rooms, some of which contain over one hundred pupils each, and which are 
every day proving their superiority over all that has been done to check 
their growth, or win their pupils to other and more showy establishments 
on which the state has been lavishin enormous funds. 7, The battle of independence was no 1y fought in Limerick, nor could it ever 
have been fought so well, were it not for the wanton plunder of the Cor- 
poration, which, stimulated b the apprehension that its days were numbered, 
left no stone unturned to m S e the most of the time of respite, from a doom 
which all honest men heartily desired to see it receive. Daniel O'Connell 
had already denounced the misdeeds of the Corporation, the annals of which, 
at  this time, were nothing more than malversation of the public funds, out- 
rageous infringements on public liberty, corruption of the worst character, 
manufacture of freemen, &c. For some time Thomas Spring Rice, Esq., 
who had attained a prominent place in the public eye, by energy and atten- 
tion to public business, had identified himself with the popular struggles. 
This gentleman, connected with the city by family ties of ancient duration, 
and born in Mungret-street,= threw himself heart and soul into the ranks of 
the independents ; and well did he advance his own interests by the part he 
took, in promoting those of the citizens against the conspiracies of an un- 

3 .  

1 Papera Read before the British h c i a t i o n  Meeting at Cork 1843. Before the same at 
Dublin 1857, and before the Social Science Congress in Dublin 1861. 

9 Report of Her Majesty's Commissioners on the endowments, &c. &c. of all the 8ch00ls 
endowed for the purposes of education in Ireland in 1868. 

8 In the house occupied b~ Hr. Parker, No. 1, Mungret-street. 
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scrupulous faction. A Protestant, Mr. Spring Rice carried with him his in- 
fluential connexions and friends of that persuasion. Early in 1815, he wrote 
a pmphlet, in which he vehemently denounced the Grand Jury Laws. The 
Corporation had become rank in the nostrils of all classes, and every man wished 
to see an end to its ignominious reign of audacity and spoliation. Mr. Tuthill 
had fought the good fight, but was defeated by a combination of the most 
discordant elements. A great blow to the interests of all parties was struck 
at the declaration of peace, after the battle of Waterloo ; and as history re- 
peats itself, we have to record the fact, that in the years following 1815 the 
country fell from comparative prosperity to the very abyss of misery and woe ; 
bankruptcies in country and town were rife; fanners and landlords, shop- 
keepers and merchants, brokers and money-changers, all fell in promiscuous 
ruin ; and no where was the visitatioo more severely experienced than in the 
city and county of Limerick. Of the several banks in the city, the bank of 
Messrs. Thomas and William Roche, was the only private bank that with- 
stood the shock and braved the storm in Limerick. To the everlasting 
honour of the Roches be it said, they paid every pezlny to every holder of 
their notes ; and, whilst others succumbed beneath an unexampled and un- 
foreseen pressure, they kept their credit and proved that coddence was well 
placed in their honor. 

At this time, Mr. Thomas Grady, of Belmont, wooed the Muses in the 
shape of an Ode to Peace, a remarkable production; and just when the 
country was convulsed by a social revolution, resulting from a sudden falI 
in prices, and its heart-breaking effects on society, the poet manifested a 
spirit capable of feeling for the miseries of the people, however bitter and 
unscrupulous his satire was against Mr. Bruce. 

Mr. Grady complimented several of the resident landlords of the county; 
but it should be stated, that the social condition of the people had given the 
greatest pain and diction, even before the peace of 1815, to the well-think- 
ing and reflecting amongst the highest in the land-some few of whom were 
nn exception to the overwhelming majority. I f  Judge Day wrote himself 
down as a truculent upholder of the state of things that existed, and went 
about charging, in a manner of which his friend Toler might well approve, 
there were other judges on the bench who saw the evil in its true features, 
and who did not hesitate to denounce the causes and the results with noble 
firmness, and the eloquence of truth and sincerity. Among those judges, 
Judge Fletcher stood In the loftiest grade-he was bold, honest, &m, and 
unflinching.1 Would that the lofty bearing, tthe sterling honesty, the 
dignified power of Judge Fletcher, had those to imitate his judicial virtues 
and admirable character at this day ! Would that from the high seat of the 
judge, were poured into the ears of men in authority, words fraught with 
wholesome admonition, and lessons which, for the sake of the country, it 
mould be well that landlords and others would take to heart, and profit by. 
If Mr. Thomas Grady wrote powerfully in reference to the multitudinous 
evils against which even he did not shut his eyes, Judge Fletcher about 
the same time, gave warning to those who should listen to his adrno~lltions 

His charge to the Grand Jury of the County of Wexford, edited by the late Frederick Wm. 
Couway, of the Dublin Evening Post, and given to the world at a moment when the iron had 
eateredinto the souls of the people, was an expression of opinion from the judgment seat, on 
the wrongs of Ireland, which deaerves an everlasting place in the grateful memory of all 
faithful Irishmen ! 
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to put thek house in order, and prepare for the evil time which so soon 
came upon them. He  denounced, in terms not to be mistaken, the system 
which to this hour has acted like an anthrax in eating up the vitals of native 
prosperity, in oppressing and overloading the oor with an insufferable E weight of wretchedness, in setting up land to the ighest bidder, who, when 
he obtains it, tires of his bargain, and again becomes himself the victim of 
the same system which annihilated his predecessor. 

The battle of independence continued to wage in the city. Mr. Rice 
already the champion of the popular cause, was looked upon as the future 
representative in parliament of Limerick. At every meeting of the Indepcn- 
dents he took a prominent part.-He aided all who stood forth against the 
irresponsible iniquity of the Corporation. As each sum was doled out by 
that body for corrupt purposes, he, and the Independents took note, and 
exerted themselves to check the wrong doings of their honors, but it was all 
in vain for a time ; the manufacture of freemen by the Corporation was such, 
that nothing could resist its bad effects in interfering with the exertions of 
the citizens, who, nothing daunted-persevered, knowing that truth and 
justice were on their side. " Magna est veritas etpre~alebit.'~ 

Mr. Tuthill was chaired after a contest between him and Major Vereker, 
in which, however, the gallant Major was victorious. The local. Tory organ 
did not publish a report of the popular ovation, because it had been always 
ranged on the opposite side ; but in a Dublin paper of the day, the chairing 
was described as an unparalleled popular triumph, during which Mr. Tuthill 
was surrounded by at least 30,000 people. 

On the ehair were four labels in letters of gold ; the first was, God save 
the King; the second, the Man of the People; the third, the Champion of 
our Rights ; and the fourth, Tuthill and Independence. He was presented 
with favours from the several trades : with a beautiful sash from the 
clothiers. What heightened the scene, and excited the greatest enthusiasm, 
was the presenting him with a branch of laurel, the leaves of which were 
edged with gold, by Mrs. Russell, of Glentwortb-street. This was done 
amidst loud huzzas, waving of handkerchiefs and hats. The procession, in 
the following order, then moved on : fist, the different tradesmen with cock- 
ades and favours, amounting to some thousands, their respective ba,nners in 
£rant, and walking arm in arm, indiscriminately united. Next came a square 
car, with high railing, interwoven with shrubs and flowers ; in the middle 
was planted the tree of knowledge, representing the garden of Eden ; two 
children were standing at the step of the garden, dressed in buff to represent 
Adam and Eve in their innocent state ; a large eel was twined round the tree, 
in imitation of the serpent who alights on it, and was anxiously expecting 
Adam would take the apple from Eve that she was presenting him with. 
Then came the chair, preceded by gentlemen bearing banners, on which-were 
inscribed, Our Music is the Voice of the People :' and now our longing eyes 
beheld Mr. Tuthill surrounded with nearly all the wealth, talent, and res- 
pectability of Limerick. On the platform were Mr. William Roche, the 
banker, Mr. Ifathew Barrington, and other respectable gentlemen ; and the 
chair was fopwed by about 800 respectable citizens with wands, to which 
branches of laurel were bound. The procession was closed by an innumerable 
concourse of people, and proceeded through every quarter of the city, 
even to the liberties ; but in going through GeorgeJs-street, Major 
Vereker stepped out on the balcony at the Club-house, respectfully bowed 
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to Mr. Tuthill, and remained uncovered untill the procession passed by." 
Returning, t5e procession stopped at the prison to pay a token of respect to 
Mr. Bryan McMahon, who had been sheriff in 1808, with Mr. Abrnham 
Colclough Stretch, and who became legalIy liable for the defalcations incurred 
by his colleague, was arrested and incarcerated after having voted for Mr. 
l'uthill, and hence the demonstration in his favor. 

Such was a chairing in the times at which our history has arrived, and 
such was the enthusiasm of the citizens, though success did not smile on 
their exertions. The Corporation, in the face of these demonstrations, pro- 
ceeded in its iniquitous and spoliating courses. Hundreds of freemen con- 
tinued to be manufactured. And about this time, it having been proposed 
by Lord Viscount Gort to become tenant to the several lots of ground, 
houses and premises, then just out of lease, at Thomondgate, Cam- 
street, Limekiln concern, West Watergate, Crotagh or Garryowen, John- 
street, Pennywell, Diocesan School and elsewhere, on a lease of lives renew- 
able for ever, " at a rent to be valued and ascertained by a committee of the 
Council to be appointed for the purpose," it was resolved that " the said 
houses, plots and concerns, to Lord Viscount Qort be let at the rent which 
shall be ascertained by the said committee, and that leases of lives renewable 
for ever be perfected to him of the same." The committee was appointed ; 
it consisted of creatures of Lord Gort ; the leasea were perfected; and the 
public property was dealt with as if i t  were a valueless nuisance. No  
wonder that the "rising star" of Thomas Spring Rice should be regarded 
under auspices so favourable to the interests he undertook to promote.' 

On the 17th December, 1817, the Corporation moved an address of 
condolence to the Prince Regent on the melancholy and suddcn death of the 
Princess Charlotte of Wales, Consort of His Highness Leopold of Saxe- 
Coburgh. An address was passed to  the Lord Lieutenant, through whom 
the former address was tran~mitted.~ 

On the 4th of January, 1817, the Corporation presented, through the 
Lord Lieutenant, an address of condolence to the Prince Regent on the 
death of his mother, the Queen, and on the same day it resolved to defend 
a petition against Major Vereker, which was presented to Parliament, and 
to defray the expenses.' 

On the 19th of June, 1818, the Mayor's salary, which had been L365 
per annum, was increased to g500 per annum; the Recorder's salary was 
increased to 2200 per annum; and the payment to the Mayor was ordered to 
be made in advance by the considerate Corporators. 

It is no wonder that legalised vengeance should have befallen the Corpora- 
tion. I n  the history of the world there has been seldom heard of such 
malversation, spoliation, and unblushing plunder. 

About this t~me, viz. in 1817, the County Gaol, on the Cork road, was 
commenced. At Spring assizes 1816, the Grand Jury had granted a sum of 

1 This mark of respect was certainly felt as it ought to be : it was of a piece with his conduct 
all through the election, which was highly honourable and praiseworthy ; and which we have 
no hesitation in saying, made a good many friends for himself. 

2 Yr. Tuthill, who had been the m m  of the people, fell, in some short time afterwards, from 
his high estate, and went over to the enemy, which he had expended such enormons sums, and 
so much energy add determination in opposing. 

S B y  what means the Princess Charlotte died, history is silent, thongh the busy tonme of 
rumour has it that Her Royal Highness was put out of the way by the fonlest means imaginable. 

The petition referred to the manufacture of non-resident freemen, and to the faet that mul- 
titudes of men were not granted their freedom who had the right. 



448 HISTORY OF L1JlERICIC. 
5 .  

223,000 to be invested id Commissioners for the purpose of building this 
Gad. The Government in the first instance, advanced the money, to be 
repaid by instalments at the rate of %1,916 13s. 4d. each assizes : there had 
been a fund of 5,000 on hands for this purpose,' I n  1821 it was finished 
at an expense of %23,000. 

Andrew Retcher, of Saltouns, says he knew a wise man who 'believid i t  
mattered not who made the laws if he had the making of the ballads.- 
These times were rife in ballads and poetical pamphlets. Mr. Thomas 
Grady, as we have seen, wrote from his retreat at Belmont, where it is said, 
when a happy thought struck him, it was his custom, at dead of night, to 
ring the bell, to ask the servant to strike a light, proceed to the library, and 
there sit, up, perhaps, till morning, throwing off in verse the sentiments by 
which he was actuated, lest by postponement he should forget them.= There 
were other and not bad poets too, and ballad rhymers, at the time3. 

Just about the very time when the courtiers and flatterers of George the 
Fourth, and some sanguine Irish patriots, who believed in the reality of his 
favorable intentions towards Ireland, were calculating upon the happy results 
of the Royal visit, in August, 1821, disturbances of a very serious character 
again broke out in the County Limerick, and parts of Cork and Tipperary, 
as if in mockery of the predictions of the tranquilking effects of that visit 
which were made by Mr. W. Conyngham Plunket, and other admirers and 
beneficiaries of that deceitful and profligate Sovereign. Mr. Plunket, indeed, 
who had always acted with the small, but noble and energetic party who 
repres,ented Irish national interests in the English House of Commons, the 
friends and followers of Grattan, Ponsonby Shaw, and Sir John Newport, 
had been appointed his Majesty's Attorney-General, at the King's particular 

1 Messrs. Pain and Harman's proposda for building the,new gaol was accepted by the Com- 
missioners on the 27th of March-their estimate was $21 250, which did not amount to more 
than l id.  an acre on the county at  each assizes. The whole was repaid in six years. I t  was 
built on the modern model, similar to which nearly all the gaols in the country were afterwards 
erected. A sum of £2,000 was expended on a tread mill, kitchen, laundry, &c. I t  contains 22 
apartments for debtors, and 103 cells for criminals and convicts. There are five solitary, or 
what were denominated " condemned" cells. Immediately after its completion, i t  was thronged 
with prisoners, as it was just at t h i  period that those distnrbances commenced in the county, 
on which we shall have much to say, and which originated in the unsettled relations of landlord 
and tenant, and gave occasion for the greatest possible amount of irritation, &C., for a lengthened 
period. The former County Gaol was the one anciently adjoining the present City Prigon, with 
an entrance from Crosby Row. The cost on the Countr and Liberties of the Insurrection Act in 
1816, was 

& S. d. 
1160 0 0 on the County. 

766 13 6 on the liberties. 

f 1926 13 6 Total. 

9 I have this on the authority of a domestic who had lived with him for a long period. 

8 cc Martin Farrel, Philomath," was a Tery powerfd rhymer a t  the time. He published a long 
poem in four cantos, in 1820, which he 'I most respectfay dedicated to the Independence of 
Limerick"-and which has a vignette, very well engraved, of Mr. Thomas Spring Eice, in top 
boots, with wand in hand, trampling on the hydra of cormption. Mr. Biee holds the charter of 

the rights of th6Eity of Limerick restored," w h i t  a citizen, in top boots, is handing the keys 
of the city to him-and the angel of independence is crowning him with laurels. In the back 
ground is the temple of justice, and the arms of the city-the Castles, f ig ,  &c. The poem des- 
cribes the state to which the country was reduced after the fall of Bonaparte-the crushing of 
banks, the ruin of the farmers, b., and it pays to the Messrs, R d e  a tribute of praise which 
they well deserved 
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desire; and hence it was not unnatural to expect that this eminent man had 
abated somewhat of the zeal which had distinguished him five or six ycars 
before when sup orting the motion made by that able and patriotic states- 
man, Sir John k ewport, in 1816, for a change .in the coercive measures 
pursued towards Ireland, he declared that the state of the country indis- 
putably showed that some intrinsic vice was in the Govcrnmcnt, which must 
be removed before tranquillity was restored. Civil disabilities, the brutal 
and offensive assertion of superiority by the Orange societies over the whole 
Catholic body, and the offering of designed offence to the Catholic Priesthood 
by the government of the day, were amongst the reasons assigned by Mr. 
Plunket for the evils which afflicted Ireland in those days-and, as one 
instance of the latter fault, he mentioned the case of a Priest in the county 
Limerick, who had been instrumental in quclling a disturbance, for which a 
letter of thanks had been sent him by the Right Honourable Sir Robert 
Peel, at that time Chief Secretary ; but, before it could reach his hands, it 
was published in the newspapers, in consequence of which this clergyman 
was held up to the suspicion of his fraternity and his flock, as a person 
aiding the tyrannical purposes of government.' He advised ministers to 
retrace the steps as exactly as possible which they had pursued in the govern- 
ment of Ireland, and to adopt, instead of the narrow principles of Protestant 
exclusion, measures calculated to secure the happiness of all classes. 

Such was l'lunket in 1816. But when Sir John Newport brought fonrard 
his motion in April, 1822, to enquire into the state of Ireland, Plunket 
justified the government, of which he.was so able and energetic an official, in 
conferring additional power on the Irish government to arrcst the prevailing 
outrages .2 

While Mr. C. Hutchinson, Sir John Newport, Sir F. Burdett, Sir Lucius 
O'Brien, Mr. Spring Rice, and other members of Parliament of liberal ten- 
dencies, mere recommending a policy of conciliation as a rcmedy for the 
prevailing disturbances, the aggravation, if not the commencement, of these 
agrarian troubles, in the county Limerick at least, was generally ascribed to 
the oppressive treatment of the tenants on the Courtenay estates, which were 
at this time under the management of an exceedingly unpopular agent. 
These immense and beautiful estates, granted to the ancestors of the Ead of 
Devon by Queen Elizabeth, had been in the hands of English trustees, 
the then owner, Lord Viscount Cowtenay, residing in some part of 
America. He had been selling this old forfeiture for some years, the sales 
amounting to some ke00,OOO; but he had still remaining 42,000 Irish 
plantation acres-from which fact it will easily be inferred what great influ- 
ence for good or evil one individual possessed in a country where all depended 
on agriculture for their support. The agent was a Mr. Hoskins, whose 
son was murdered by the followers of Captain Ilock, and who was 
succeeded by a gentleman of a very different character, Albert Furlonq, 
Esq., of Dublin. We shall mention a few others of the outrages whi& 
disgraced the country at this unhappy period. At the commencement of the 
disturbances, Major Going, a county magistrate, had been shot on thc Com- 
mons of Rathkeale, and shortly afterwards'; Nr. Christopher Sparhg, a 

I Plnnket's Speeches. Duffy, Dublin, 1859. 
I t  was on this occasion that he alluded to the happy efiects of the King's visit, of which Lord 

Byron, with the instinct of genius, took ~nuch more correct views in his poem called the Amtar; 
md on this occasion also he suggested the advislbility of placing the landlords, whom he cen- 
Imred, between the people and the Protatant clergy, of phom he-spoke in farourable terms. 

30 



respectable Palatine farmer, as he was riding towards the town of Newcastle 
from a farm called Rourka, on which he had become tenant on the ejection 
of the late occupier. At a previous attack made upon his house in Patricks- 
well, he had rnade a spirited resistance, assisted by a respectable young man 
namcd Samuel Cross, from the city of Limerick, who was resident in the 
housc at the timc, and unfortunately killed in the attack. Three men were 
hanged for the offcnce, and one, who contrived to escape to America, was 
accidentally burned in his adopted country. 

It does not entcr into our plan to describe the progress of Rockite insur- 
rection' at any length, but as a clue to the objects proposed to themselves 
by the insurrectionists, we may mention that after severe fighting at  Church- 
town, county Cork, to which county the insurrection had extended, in which 
1500 insurgents wcre engaged, 

The following mere the terms offered by the insurgents, on condition of 
their giving. up their arms, and swearing allegiance to his Najesty : 

1st. A d~scharge of all prisoners taken. 
and. No Tithes or Taxes on Windows. 
3rd. All arrcars of rent to be forgiven. 
4th. Lands to be lowercd to a third of the present rents. 
The pasantry had previously arisen in arms in 1815 and 1817. But the 

fdure  of the crops in 1823, added to Specd Commi~sions, &c. completely 
broke down the spirit of outrage, though the predisposing cause, the suffer- 
i n g ~  of the people, was still unremoved. 

C H A P T E R  X L I X .  

ATROCIOUS MURDER OF ELLEN SCANLAN, ALIAS HANLY, IN  THE COUNTY OF 
LINERICK.-CONVICTION AND EXECUTION OF' JOHN SCILNLAN, HER HUS- 
BAND, THE MURDERER.-PROGRESS OF' 1VENTS.-THE lNSUREECTION ACT. 
-LOCAL ACTS, &C.. 

IN thc spring of the year 1820, a trial as remarkable as any that has 
since takcn place, occupied the attention of the public. Romances have 
been written and dramas eaacted on the groundwork furnished by this 
terribly tragic event, which became the subject of judicial enquiry before 
the Right Hon. Xichard Jebb (fourth Justice of the King's Bench), who, 
with the Hon. Henry Joy (first Sergeant), went the Munster Circuit a t  that 
assizes. A fearful murder had been perpetrated on the 4th, of the previous 
July, in the Biver Shannon, within the jurisdiction of the city, and under 
circumstances of the most revolting atrocity--circumstances which have 
awakcned the indignation of every individual to whom they have become 
k n o m  in all parts of the world. The principal in that murder was a person 

X 

1 A pamphlet d i e d  the l' Old Bailey Solicitor," in which the most dreadful impntations are 
cast on Mr. Hoskinq and in which "Captain Rockn is described, appeared about this time. 
I t  enters into many details as to the alleged misconduct of air. Hoskins, and mismanagement of 
the Courtenay Estate by oppression, &C., and gives a statement respecting the trials and convic- 
tion of l e ~ d u s  of the Hockites. The original Captain Rock, whose name was Fitzmaorice, was 
t i e d  in Limerick in 1322, and executed. 
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who had served in the Royal Navy as an officer, and who had moved in the 
highest ranks of society ; the victim was his wife. The wife, no doubt, be- 
longed to a grade much lower than that which the murderer had occupied, 
and hence he was inclined to get rid of her. Search had been ineffectually 
made for a long time for the murderer ; but it wasnot till the following Novem- 
ber, (1819) that he was arrested wMst enjoying himself in the house of a friend 
in the west of the county, conducted to the city gaol on the warrant of the 
Mayor, and brought to trial at the City of Limerick Spring assizes, which 
were opened on the 11th of March, 1820, before the Judges above namcd. 

Probably no murder ever committed has excited more attention than that 
of Ellen Scanlan, a fact which is chicfly owing to the treatmcnt her 
melancholy story has met with at the hands of the authors of "The Poor 
Man's Daughter," a narrative in a serial entitled "Talcs of Irish Life," 
another in the New MontAly, thc beautiful novel of the truly gilied Gerald 
Griffin, the Collegians, and the extraordinarily successful drama of Mr. 
Boucicault, the Col2ee.n Bawn. Ca~~tain Addison has also given a version 
of it in his adventures of Mr. Thomas Yokes, the Police Magistrate, 
who, he says, arrcsted Scanlan.' She was living with hcr uncle, one 
John Connery, a ropemaker, others say a shoemaker, in a small town in 
the County Limerick, who had adopted her, when she contracted her 
ill-omened marriage. Scanlan was defended by Daniel O'Connell, the 
Liberator, and Mr. George Bennett. Messrs Pennefather and Quin were 
Counsel for the prosecution. S e d a n  is misrepresented in one of the 
fictions as having been a Catholic. He  was a Protestant, and attended by 
the Rev. Henry Gubbins, who raised the cap from his face just before he 
was turned ofT, imploring him to make his peace with God by tellins the 
truth. His answer was, c I suffer for a crime in .which I did not partic~pte. 
If Sullivan be found my innocence wiU appear.' He  thus died with a lie in 
his mouth. Scanlan's family were connected with some of the highest 
names in the county and city of Limerick. One of his rclatives rode from 

1 This, however, has been contradicted, as the gentleman by whom Scanlan was arrcsted was 
Gerald Blennerhasset, Esq. J.P. of Ridddlestown. 

2 The following are copies of the or i~inal  depositions and indictments on which Scanlan was 
found guilty a t  the assizes above mentioned, and executed on the 16th March, forty-eight hours 
after he was convicted. Sullivan was tried before the Right Hon. Charles Kendal Bushe in 
the year after, when he also was found guilty and executed, after confessing her guilt :- 

Michael Hanly, of Ballyclan, in said County, farmer, 
to wit. of his Majesty's Justices of the Peace for said 

Informant being duly sworn on the Holy Evangelists and examined, deposeth that on the 
night between the 13th.and 14th of July last, informant's daughter, Ellen Hanly, between 16 
and 16 years of age, was seduced to go with John Scanlan and Stephen Sulliran in a boat 
to cross the river Shannon, from Carrigafoyle to the county Clare, as informant is credibly in- 
formed by several persons, who will prove the same on being summoned in a proper manner ; and 
informant sayeth that bia said daughter was on the aforesaid night stripped of the clothes she 
then wore in said boat to her shift, and then tyed her with a rope by binding her legs, thighs, 
and neck together, and did then and there barbarously and feloniously break her arm, and 
throw her into the said river Shannon, west of Tarbert, and drowned her ; informant sayeth, one 
Catherine Hogan, who is kept as a reputed concubine by said Scanlan. had devised, prompted, 
and put up the said Scanlan and Sullivan to murder and drown said Ellen Hanly as aforesaid, 
and that the said Catherine Hogan, alter the aforesaid murder, had a pair of ear-rings, a locket, 
a silver thimble, and a gown, and other articles, the property of the said Ellen Hanlp, which she 
was robbed of on the aforesaid nlgirt, and that there are several articles of her property distri- 
buted among several persons in Glin, Tarbert, and Ballylongfard, and the neighbourhoo~l thereof; 
who were privy to the aforesaid murder, a part of said articles being put and offered for sale by 
some of the aforesaid persons who sanctioned and encouraged said murder to be conln~itted the 
day before the aforesaid night the horrid act was perpetrated. 



the Court House, immediately on his conviction, through the country with 
a memorial for a respite to the judge. The memorial was influentially signed, 
and presented by a number of influential persons ; but the judge in0exibly 
refused its prayer, stating that he had left for execution a poor man who was 
found guilty of a minor offence, and asking, how could he interfere in a case 
of such undoubted magnitude as Scanlan's. Scanlan was about 23 years of 
age, and of fair and prepossessing appearance. 

In  the year 1821, Thomss Westropp, Esq., left several bequests for the 
charitics of the city ; and in the same year Mrs. Bridget Honan l& con- 
sidcrablc bequests also for the poor of Limerick. 

Informant bound to our Sovereign Lord the King, in the sum of 820  aterl ig to prosecute this 
information-at the next General Assizes. 

MICHAICL HAXLY. 
Sworn had acknowledged beflre me th* 20th day of September, 1819. 

Tuoaws ODELL. 

TIlE INQUEST. 

County of Clare, An inquisition indented, taken at  Cnrndotta, in the Parish of Killinna, and 
To Wit. Barony of Moyart, in add County, in the 69th year of Our Lord, George the -- Third. 1 

Bcfore us :- 
JOHN F. FITZGIRALD, 

Knight of Glin. 
GEORGE WARBUUTON, and 
Ttloxnv OUISLL, 

BIagistrates-upon the view of the body of 
then and there found dead. Upon the Oaths of 

PATHICK KELLY, 
Michael DIangane, Timothy Inerheny, 
Michacl Connell. John Flanagan, 
Michael M'Donnell, Michael Foran. 
Pat. Connell, Matthew O'Connor, 
John Driscoll. Richard Cavanagh, 
Thos. ~ e n n c t k  

Ellen Walsh sworn-States that a person, a woman named Ellen Eanly, whom they saw 
about seven weeks siuco in company with certnin men, at  the Quay of Kilrush, in this county, 
and also a t  Carrigafoil, in the county of Kerry-whose names will be hereafter stated-and 
which woman was supposcd to have been murdered, had remarkable teeth on each side of her 
uppm jaw. 

Patrick Keys, of Glin, sworn. 
Patrick Connell, jun., of Carndotta, sworn. 
Thomas Odell sworn. 
When the following verdict was returned:- 
We find, on a view of the body buried on the shore at  Carndoth, that the woman exposed to 

our view was murdered. 
We find that such murder was cdmmitted on the River Shannon. 
We find that such murder was effected by strangling the body, with the rope found about 

her neck. 
WC find that such murder was committed by John Scanlan or Stephen Sullivan, or by both. 

Pat. Kelly. 
Blichael Dlangan. Michael Cusack, 
Timothy M'Inerheny, John W Flansgan. 
nlichacl W Foran, Matthew W Connor, 
Patt W Connell, John W Driscoll. 
Thos. W Bennett, Kichard W Cavanagh, 

Michael # XILDonnell. 
Taken before us this Tenth day of September, 1819, nineteen. 

'- J. F. FITZGERALD, b i g h t  of Grin. 
GEOME WARBURTON, Clerk. 
T a o r m  ODRLL. 

Prwent when acknowledged, 
HENRY SYITH. 
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Early in the summer of 1822, there was great scarcity of potatoes and 
other provisions for the poor, in consequence of the very wet weather during 

Comty of Limerick, The information of Ellen Welsh, of Glin, taken before John F. Fitz- 
to wit. gerald, b i g h t  of G l i ,  and Thornas O'Dell, Esq., Magistrate of said 1 County. Informant being duly sworn on the Holy Evangeligts, and ex- 

amined, deposeth-That on or about the Thirteenth of July last, she left the town of Kilrush, in 
the County of Clare, In a boat, the property of John Scanlan, son of William Scanlan, Esq., of 
Ballycahane, in the county of Limerick, in which boat were aaid John Scanlan, a young woman 
named Ellen Hanley, the reputed wife of 8aid Scanlan, Patrick Caze, Stephen Sullivan, the 
boatman of aaid Scanlan, James Mitchell and Jack Mangan, intending to go to Glin. Deponent 
further aaith that all said party put into Carrigafoyle, in the county of Kerry, from bad weather 
and contrary tide, all said party remained that night in Carrigafoyle, during some part of which 
time Stephen Sullivan forced a gold ring off the finger of the aforesaid Ellen Hanley ; early the 
next morning Patrick Caze, Jamea Mitchell, and Jack Mangan, went by land to Glin, leaving 
deponent on Carrigafoyle Island with the aforesaid John Scanlan, Stephen Sullivan, and Ellen 
Hanley. Deponent further saith that said Scanlan requested her to remain on the lsland until 
he returned for her, during which time he said he would get rid of the said Ellen Hanley ; that 
deponeut insisted on being put over the Creek, to enable hcr to walk to Glin, upon which Seanlnn 
and Sullivan, accompanied by Ellen Hanley and deponent, went acroas the creek. Deponent 
then set out on her way to Glin, and aaw the boat depart with the aforesaid John Scanlan and 
Stephen Sullivan and Ellen Hanley. Deponent further saith that said Ellen Hanley showed her 
several articles of wearing apparel which were in a trunk in said boat, and some on her person, 
and a gold ring. Deponent further saith that John Scanlan and Sullivan came very earlv into 
Glii the next morning, not having with them Ellen Hanley, saying that they left her at  ~ j l k e e  ; 
that theaforesaid ring was on Scanlan's finger. In a few days after deponent saw a silk 
handkerchief, a grey mantle, a frock, a skirt, two silk spencers, together with several other arti- 
titles, in the possession of Mwy Sullivan, sister of Stephen Sullivsn aforesaid, and several other 
persons. AU which articles now produced to deponent, she swears ere the same she saw in the 
possession of Ellen Hanley the night they were at  Carrigafoyle- Deponent further saith not. 

Informimt hound to our Sovereign Lord thc King in the sum of E5 to prosecute this infor- 
mation at  the next general assizes to be held a t  Limerick. 

her 
 ELL^ W WELSH. 

mark. 
Taken, sworn, and acknowledged before us this 10th day of September. 

J. F. FITZGERALD, Knight of Glin. 
TROMAS ODELL. 

Glin, Nov. 12, 1819. 
Mary Sullivan sworn-Deposed that she got the grey cloak now produced from her brother, 

Stephen Sullivan, who told her he bought it ; cloak was taken out of a round hair trunk in the 
~ossession of John Scanlan ; Nelly Welsh told dcponent that was the trunk she saw in the boat 
k t h  the woman who lived with John Scanlan ;-John Scanlan gave dcponent a shift, a pair of 
shoes, and apocket, a cap and ribbon ; deponent saw a plain gold ring on Sullivan's finger ; saw a 
ring on Scanlan's finger ; i t  wus a figured gold ring ; Scanlan had money ; saw four gold guineas 
and a red leather pocket ; never saw 8IIy woman's clothes with Sullivan or Scanlan till the last 
time they came to Glii; heard that Pat Scanlan's wife had silk stockings and a silk handkerchief; 
Sullivan told deponent that Scanlan, Nelly Welsh, Paddy Case, Mitchell, Jack Mangan, and the 
young woman, arrived at Carig Island the night before he came to Glin; the hair trunk wan 
brought by Sdlivan the morning after they said they were in Carrig Island. 

Some days after deponent asked Scanlan where the young woman was; he said he left her at  
~ l rush ' ;  in about a week after he told deponent that he left the young woman at  Kilkee with 
his sister ; Scanlan sent a letter to Ballycahane by deponent ; saw Scanlan's sister at  Ballycahane ; 
on deponent's return from Ballycahane she told Scanlan that his sister was there, but did not see 
the young woman there ; he immediately aaid that she went off with a captain of a ship. 

signed, 
her 

MARY W SULLIVAX. 
mark. 

Sworn before ae thla 12th day of September, 1819. 
J. Tnoaus F. FITZOERALD, ODELL. Knight of Glin. 

Grace Scanlan aworn-Deposeth that Stephen Sulliran gave her a yellow silk:spcncer, a 
sprigged siirt, a pair of silk stockings, a silk handkerchief, and a pink handkerchief. Deponent 

I saw a trunk with a round lid ; saw ten goincas in the possession of John Scanlan, and a five 
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the last hmcst.  The sum of 81122 1s. 6d. was 
their rclicf. The ~ e o ~ l e  of England subscribed over 

collecte0 in the city for 
J$100,000 in aid of the 

Irish poor at this Lcriiis. ~irnirick, Clare, and Kerry, suffered most severely. 
In  Ulster and Lcinstcr, matters were far and away better. Several cargoes 
of pot atom wcre irnportcd to Timerick from Scotland. Three soup kitchens 
wcrc opcnecl in the city, capable of feeding 6000 people gratuitously each 
day. On the 23rd of May, a vessel arrived at the Quay fkorn London, 
laden with 45 tons of pot at or,^, 38 barrels of Scotch herrings, and 26 cwt. 
of dried ling, the gilt of a benevolent lady in England, to the poor of the 
city.' On (he Zlst of the same month, the Mayor received from the Mayor 
of Carlisle $200 collected thcre for the use of the poor of Limerick. TO 
give cml~lo~mcnt to the wretched Inbourcrs, who were in the utmost misery, 
thc paveincnt of the new Bridge was torn up, 'and a powdered pavement was 
substituted. Brcaking stones to mend the roads was gcncrally resorted to, 
and the new road from the Crescent, leading to the new Barracks, was thus 
much imp;oved. 

The mar bctmecn the citizcns and the corporation continued. On the 
23rd o,F May, tbc Housc of Commons appointcrl the following 28 members 
to form a comnlittcc to take into consideration the petitions of the citizens 
of Limcrick, complaining of thc Corporation tasation, m d  the misapplication 
thcrcof : Mr. T. Itice, Mr. Goulburne, Sir John Newport, Mr. Dawson, Mr. 
Abcrcrombic,Mr. Edward Wodehonse,Mr.BcccIler,Mr. ButlerClarke, Mr.Bux- 
ton, Sir Nicholas (Xithurst, Mr. Evnns, Mr. Fitzgibbon, Mr. O'Grady, Mr. 
Cr,~tt;m, Mr. John Sinyth, Mr. Wellcsley, Mr. Kcnnedy, Mr. Forde, Dr. Phili- 
more, Mr. G CO. Lamb, Sir Lomry Cole, Mr. Paris, Mr. Rumbold, Mr. White, 
Mr. Thornas Ellis, Sir Bohert Shaw, Mr. Leonnrd, and Sir Arthur Chichester. 
Five of tlicse gcntlcmcn, viz. Mr. Wodcliouscy Sir L o ~ y  Cole, Mr. P,?ris, 
Mr. Dtnvsou, and Mr. Buxton, mere membcrs of the first committee who 
tried Mr. Rice's petition, when the opinions of the entire, exccpt Xr. Ddy, 

1 This excellent lady wodd not allow her name to be made known. 

pound Bank of Ireland note, and some ama11 notes, a red leather pocket book ; saw a gold ring 
on Sullivon's linger and a gold ring on Seanlan's finger. Deponent asked Scanlan if he should 
ever see hi8 lady; said he left her at  Kikee with his sister ; expressed her surprise that Scanlan 
should pcrmit Sullivnn to make so free with the clothes. Scanlan then said that the young 
woman misbehaved with s captain of a ship; once or twice Sullivan wanted Scanlan to give him 
~noney, and on Scmlan's refusing it, mid, I have as much right to i t  as you have. Deponent 
furthcr saith not. All this happened since the beginning of July. 

Signed, 
her 

G ~ A O E  34 SCAXLAN. 
mark. 

Sworn before us. 
J. F. FITZGEMT~, Knight of Gk. 
Trroaus ODELL. 

Witnesses wore-Ellen Welsh, Patrick Ke-ps, Grace Scanlan, Patrick Connell, John Driscoll, 
Cntherine Collins. John Connerv. M x y  Sullivnn. Thornas Odell, John Fitzgerald, E ~ g h t  of . . 
&in ~ h c m a s  spring Rice. 

The indictment was a very lengthy document, entering fully into al l  the particulars of the 
case ; and ends thus :- 

'
L rind to the jurors aforesaid, upon their oath aforesaid, do say that the said John Scanlan 

and St~phe~Sull ivan,  the said Ellen Hanly, otherwke called Ellen S e d a n ,  &c. &C., in manner 
a id  form afoicuaid, feloniouslj-, wilfdly, and of their malice prepensed, did kill and murder, 
against the pcace of our said Lord tbe King, hi crown and dignity, and against the statute in 
&h case m& and provided. 

The bill is endorsed- 
F,I.I,EY \VA~.SII, 

E F C, NO. G. 
Trne bill for self and fellow jorors, 

(who was the nomince of Colonel Vereker) were in favor of ~ r :  Rice ; 
ant1 Dr. Philimore and Sir Lowry Cole were members of thc colnmittec on 
Colonel Vereker's counter petition, when he lost his caEse by a majority of 
eleven to four; these gentlemen eshblished the clslims of thc citizens, and 
secured Mr. Rice in his seat. 

On the loth of June a jury assembled at  the Tholsel Court to examine the site of a new 
Lunatic Asylum, for the counties of Limerick, Clare, Kerry, and the city of Limerick; i t  is near 
Dlr. Connell's brewery, and contains 7 acres, 2 roods, and 26 perches, vslued a t  20 guincas per 
acre, and dowing 20 years' purchase for same. The several claimants to be paid as follows :- 

f a. d. - 
To John Coull, part tenant, ... ... 1841 9 3 

Daniel Gabbett, lessee, ... ... 708 19 6 
Corporation, for reversion, ... ... 935 19 6 
Mr. Connd, in lieu of water course ... 358 14 7 

$3,845 2 1 0  
The heat was excessive in June. On the 19th (June) E6,000 granted by Government to em- 

ploy the distressed poor in the Co. Limerick. 
June 15th and 24th.-Men Qansported from special aessions held in Ratl~keale and in city of 

Limerick. 
~ul~-5th.-0n this day the hearth and window taxes expired in Ireland-the former teok 

place in 1662, 14th K. Chas. II., the latter in 180G, 42nd K. Geo. 111. 
The several streets of the city, with very few exceptions, were repaired, the pavement taken 

up, and powdered pavement substituted. All done by the committee for the relief of the poor. 
The greatest improvement was effected by the levdling of aclivitis of the new bridge (now 
Mathew Bridge.) Before this, the pwement of this bridge rendered the passnge for horses, &c. 
extremely dangerous in frosty weather, and a t  a11 times the passage was difficult. "King Wil- 
liam's Roadn was also repaired-this road led to Park before the canal was cut. 

July 3lst.-The report of the Committee of the I.Iouse of. Commons, on the petition of the 
citizem of Limerick, presented May 23rd, complaining of undue inf~uence and unjust abuse of 
public money, printed by order of the House. 

Angust 3 r d . - V i m  Walsh, Edward Dooherty, Laurence Walsh, and William Martin, were 
executed at  the new County Gaol for the murder of Thomas Hoskins, Esrl, on the 27th of 
July, 1821. It is rather a singular circumstance that the unfortunate youth died of his wounds 
A a p t  lst, 1821, and these wretched murderers were convicted August lsf 1822, when they 
confessed their guilt. At this assizes upwards of forty persons had been convicted of capital 
offences, and awaited the sentence of the law. Mr. Thoa P. Vokes is said to Pave brought to 
justice the men for the murder of Mr. Torrence and Mr. Hwkins. 

August 5th.-Five men were executed in front of the new Co. Gaol, for the mnrder and rob. 
bery of Henry Shechan, a post-boy, conveying the mail between Rathkede and Shanagolden ; 
they awowledged their guilt ; the crime was committed on the 1st of Blrch. 

Lugust 10th.Jeremiah Bourke executed at  the new gaol, for firing at  Robert H. Ivers, 
Eaq., a magistrate of this county. 

Commissioner Parsons held a Eourt on the 4th and k h  days of August, at  Limerick, when 45 
insolvents were discharged. 

The &sizes ended for the present this day, and adjourned to the 4th of September. 
The foIIowing appeared in the public prints at  this time, illustrating the cause of the present 

agricaltnral distress-but only one of them :- 
I n  1722. 

The men to the plough, 
The wife to the cow, 
The girl to the sow, 
The boy to the mow, 

In 1822. 
Best man-Tallyhoe. 
And Miss-Piano, 
The wife-silks and satin. 
The boy--Greek and Latin, 

And your rents will be netted. And p u l l  all be gazetted. 
August 17th.-Two men executed in front of the new gaol, pursuant to sentences at  the 

.ssizea, for burglary and taking arma 
A u p t  22.-A chimney erected in the distillery concerns of Messrs. Stein and Browne, 115 

feet high-the first of its kind ever 8een here. 
The improvement in Thomond Bridge finished ; it  consists in the opening the E. end of the 

Bridge a t  the bottom of Castle-street, by enlarging three of the arches on the N. side, snd by 
throwing down ;an old house that projected into the streetq this pass= had been long only eight 
feet ten inches width; it is now increased nearly sixteen feet-it is much to be wi&d that the 
improvement be continued to the centre of the hi* The rosd to the North Strand, at  the 8. 
ead of the bridge, widened and much improved. 

On the 23rd of Jury, the Co. Limerick Central Relief Committee published their report :- 



The present year was long afterwards memorable for a-great depression in 
the value of the articles of life.' 

The landlord who seven years ago might rate his income at $1,000 a year, 
did not this year net £300, except chicf rents and old bargains. The next 
ycar was still worse, the middlemen were nearly annihilated. In the sum- 
mer of this year great improvements were made in the North Strand, and 
scvcral irnpcdilnents wcrc removed. 

Again disturbances prevailed with the usual results, of which we give a 
succimen :- 

L - 
October 19th.-Spccial sessions under the insurrection act sat in Limerick. 

One m m  was sent off for traisportation. 
October 26th.-Special sessions at ItatMceale undcr the insurrection act, 

two lncn sznt for transportation for 7 years. 
Octobcr 30th.-Sessions at Limerick, no conviction on this day. Some 

ofI'cnclcrs against whom scrious matters are alleged, held over. 

1 Thosc are the market of the past week :- 
Red Wheat, 8d. to lOd.~per stone, 
White do. 3d. to l ld .  
Barley, 8d. L I  

Flour, 2 6 ~ .  to 30s. pcr bag, 
Oatnaenl, 10s. (id. per cwt. 
'l'alluw, 5s. 6d. per cwt. 
Butter at  different 

prices,according to £ 4 t o 3 2  2% p cwt. 
qndity. 

Whiukcy, 
5 

8s. Gd. per gallon, 
Beef, 3d.:;to'34. per M. 
Nutton, 23. to '3i. per M. 

E S. d. 
By gross nmoont of receipts to this date ns published, ... ... ... 9763 15 G 

July 24th. 
Grmt from the Lord Lieutenant, ... ... ... ... ... 1000 0 0 
Grmt fro111 London Irish Distress Committee, for relief of the Parish of Kilgrane, 

end llalf I'ariuh of St. Nunchin's, Co. Clare, £50 British, ... ... 64 3 4 
July 27th. 

Grant from Liverpool Irish Distress Committee, El00 British, ... ... 108 6 8 

£14932 6 G 
The totnl amount giwn by England to the several Counties in Ireland in aid of 

the prcrailing distress, ... ... ... ... ... ... %128,921 
Augnat 3lst.-Petrick Ftyslane sentenced at  the Sessions of Rathkenle to seven years' t r a m  

portation, nnd npain transported in the city for sheep-stealing in the Liberties. 
Septcnlbcr 4.-The assiacs resumed, pursuant to adjourntncnt ; there were scveral convictions, 

among which were Thomas Hnlpin; John Dogan, Patrick IIennessey, and Edmond Hennessey, 
conrictcd of the murder of Uuckley, a crown witness at  a former assizes. These men were 
esccutcd on the 9th of September, nt the front of the new County Gaol; they d l  confessed their 
guilt, csccpt Dorgan, who declared that he was not of the party. Same assizes, seventeen con- 
victs undcr sentence of death, respited. 

Sept. 1ith.-The new church of Chapel Bussell, West Pallaskenry, Co. Limerick, consecrnted. 
By the Census taken in 1821, there were 8,268 houses within the separate jurisdiction of the 

city-popol:rtion, CG,042 ; in the city of nraterford, 4052 houses-28,753 inhabitants. The 
report signed by W. S. BIassen. 

181'2, September 23rd.-A most abundant harvest ; fruits in great plenty; a second growth 
of polyanthuses, sweet william, and other ~pr ing  flo\vers. 

Septcmbcr 37th.-Twenty convicts who had received sentence of death at  the assizes for 
various acts of jvhitebeyism, scut off from the county god for transportation. 

The locks on the canal underwent inspection. 
Octobx 6th.-The ships on the Quay euffered from a heavy gale from N.N.W. 
lW2-A requisition to the High Sheriff issued by 62 magistrates, requesting a meeting a t  

Ad:we on the 4th of November, to appoint 176 baronid constables of police in this county, 
under the Lord Lieutenant's proclsmution for the better preserration of the peace during the 
follovin,n winter. BIajor Wilcex will have the choice and recommendation of this body of men. 
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In 1823 an act was passed for remodelling the Corporation of Limerick, 
which, for so very long a time, had been so obnoxious to the citizens of every 
party and and so injurious to the best interests of the city in 
general. I n  the same: year the Wellesley Bridge Act was passed. I n  
1825, another bill was passed for the erection of a bridge across the 
Shannon, at or near Athlunkard, and for making approaches thereto. 
The historical place selected for the erection of this bndge is near the spot 
where the army of William 111. crossed in 1690 and 1691. I n  1825, the 
exports consisted of 2654 tierces and 258 barrels of beef, 4417 tierces and 
9100 barrels of pork, 19,750 cwt. of bacon, €5,000 firkins of butter, 61,000 
barrels of wheat, 364,000 barrels of oats, and 12,500 barrels of barley. I n  1792 
the population, as estimated by Dr. Beaufort, was 40,000, with 4?,900 houses. 
I n  1821, as was ascertained under Act 55 George 111. c. 120, the city con- 
tained 7,208 houses, 12,419 families, 28,117 males, 30,928 females, making 
a total of 59,045 inhabitants. During these and subsequent years, the con- 
duct of the Corporation had continued to bring down upon it  the indignation 
of the public. Mr. Rice grappled with the enormities of that body, but 
was unable to check its extravagance, which went on from day to day without 

November 4th.-Three men sentenced in the County Court to transportation under the 
Insurrection Act. 

November Gth.-17GiG:Baronial Constables, appointed for the County. 
November 14th-A violent gale of wind from the S.E., raised the tide to a great height, 

burst open the gates of the dry dock at  KidgeIl's Qwy, (now the Steam boat Quay,) and threw 
a brig in it, under repair, on her beam-ends. The tower on the Beeves' Rocks much injured. 

November 16th.-At a meeting of the magistrates this day, in the County Court, 44 Con- 
stables and 132 Sub-constables of police were appointed to preserve the peace during the ensuing 
winter. 

The police consist of one chief magistrate, his Secretary ; one chief constable, and fifty wn- 
stabka, and fifty sub-constables, six of which are mounted cavalry ; chief magistrate,-Drought, 
Esq. ; Secretary Mr. Gostlett ; Chief constable, Mr. Dames. 

The Chamber of Commerce, a t  considerable expense, &C.. have renewcd the navigation of the 
Shannon'safe-and noticed the several members over buoys, rocks, shoals, &c. 

December 5th.-A most furious gale from S.W. ; did much damage in town, threw down 
many chimneys and stripped several houses. Said to have beea the most inclement day ever 
remembered. 50 large elm trees were blown down in the demesne of theBishop of Clonfert ; E4000 
damage sustained a t  Carton, the residence of the Duke of Leinster ; and great losses on the 
grounds of several noblemen and gentlemeu in the County of Meath. 500 vessel5 of different 
descriptions are said to be wrecked off the coast of England, Wales, and Scotland. T m  ships 
were sunk in Liverpool Docks, so terrible was the storm. 

The City Wiitia staff reduced, and 30 of the County staff. 
December 13th.-A Supersedeas arrived to the Clerk of the Peace, ordering a residing of the 

magistrates of this county. I t  contains the names of two who are dead ; eighteen who reside 
out of thebailiwick; and fourteen who reside in the county.-A most useful measure of justice. 

The mail coach which runs from Dublin to this City, is conveyed by 17 sets or relays of 
horseg ; ench relay consisting of four, in all 52 horses. This was in order that it should perform 
a journey of 94 miles in 15 hours. 

December 23rd.-Special Sessions in Bathkeale under the Insurrection Act. Two men sen- 
tenced to 7 years' transportation. 

December 25th.-A neat organ opened in St. John's Church ; i t  came from London and cost 
$150, the maker, r Mr. Layman. 

I t  is estimated that the jubilee loan, which commenced in 1810, has lent out up to the conclu- 
sion of this year, 1822, a sum of seventy thousand and eighty-five pounds. 

The annnal amount of Dr. Hall's charity in 1822, S441 17s. 6d. 
Of Craven's Charity in 1822, £224 14s. 

December.-Bfessrs. Brotherton of Liverpool have renewed proposals for running the mnil 
coach between Dublin and Limerick, at  an accelerated rate : 6. to arrive at  10 o'clock, A M. 
and be dispatched at  4 P.X.. On market days it is proposed that the coach should arrive an hour 
earlier (at 9 o'clock), I t  now arrives at  11 a.n., and is dispatched a t  3 P.X. 

December 25th.-A serjwnt'a guard placed in the old nuin y a r d  house, on George's-quay. 
The amount of money l o d p i  in the Limerick Savings' Bank at  the conclusion of this year- 

f 17,000. In  Cork the amount for the year M f l l q 1 3 6  18s. 10d. 
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the slightest compunction or remorse on the part of its members. To mark 
the appreciation of his public services, the Chamber of Commerce had a full 
length portrait of Mr. Rice painted by Sir Martin Archer Shee, President of 
the R.A. at a cost of $300, which was placed in their Reading-room on the 
19th of December, 1822. 

Just about this time, too, the Catholics of Ireland were up and stirring to 
obtain Emancipation, led by the illustrious Daniel OYConnell, who, by the 
fire and impetuosity of his character, infused vigor and courage into ranks 
which contained, hitherto, too many who were pusillanimous and cowardly- 
too many who were wavering between the temptations of government and 
the stern behests of duty. Some relaxations had been made in a partial 
shape in the penal code. Catholics filled the office of @and jurors in cities 
and counties-they had long been in the first place as merchants and as 
traders-they had pushed the old monopolists and task masters off their 
stools in various cities, and no where more-than in Limerick, where they now 
numbered amongst them some of the first merchants, &C., in Ireland. No 
where had the Liberator more influential friends than among his supporters 
in Limerick, and these supporters always sustained his cause to the fullest 
extent. The Catholic rent was collected with the utmost regularity, and 
whenever OYConneU addressed his hearers in the old rooms at the Corn 
Exchange, Dublin, he never forgot the aid he received from the patriotic 
men of Limerick. 

Liberal opinions, in the midst of the events that were passing, were 
making steady headway and beating down the malignity and oppression 
of the old Corporate system. Mr. Rice, the popular member, who had 

roceeded to Dublin, in December 1822, with the Mayor and Sheriffs of 
Eimerick, in order to present an address to the Marquis of Wellesley, on 
his escape from the bottle-throwing Orangemen in the Theatre Boyal, was 
waited upon, on the 1st of January, 1823, by the Lord Mayor, the Sheriffs, 
Town Clerks, and Common Councilmen, in full costume, and with sword- 
bearer, mace-bearer, &c. $ congratulate him, in a complimentary address, 
on his Parliamentary conduct. This address and the freedom of Dublin had 
been voted to Mr. Rice on the 18th of October, previously, but there was 
no means until now of presenting it in due form. The Lord Lieutenant, 
incapable from indisposition of attending to public business, did not receive the 
address of the Corporation of Limerick on this occasion, but he appointed 
the 30th of the same month, when Mr. Rice and the Mayor again proceeded 
to Dublin, when the address was read, and a suitable reply was returned by 
His Excellency. 

At this particular juncture a serious check had been given to the prosperity 
of Limerick, which, in its trade and commerce, had been falling away fiom 
the high ground which it had for so many years occupied. Foreign shipping 
had almost deserted the quays ; there was a diminished trade with England. 
The revenue of the port was little over that of Newry, and not near the 
revenue of the port of Waterford. The old rival, Galway, had gone down 
in this respect, many years before; and Limerick threatened to follow to a 
similar level. While the revenue of Cork was $234,010-and that of 
Waterford 3294,643-and Londonderry $72,137-Limerick was but $60,437 
-Belfast, at this time, was not near Newry, the revenue of the former being. 
but $302,762. A contemporaneous writer ascribes the decay of Limerick 
to the prevalence of too much showiness and idhess  on the part of those 
classes who ought to have been engaged in business pursuits; but the real 
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cause of the temporary decline may be discerned in the overwhelming 
miseries which befel the agricultural classes, on whom, in a great measure, 
the prosperity of the city had always depended. These classes, at this 
time, were suffering from various causes, and particularly from the fall in 
prices, the exactions of the tithe system, the oppressions of middle-men 
who were dying out, and the great changes which had come over the 
country since the declaration of peace. The Corporation, too, was rapidly 
on the wane. At the Spring assizes of this year (1823) there were only 
nineteen names on the City Grand Jury ; and among those was the name of 
Denis O'Brien, Esq. of Newcastle, a Catholic gentleman of fortune, for the 
first time. At the County of Limerick assizes, a trial of considerable 
importance and of deep interest took place, that of Patrick Neville and 
James Fitzgibbon for the murder of Echard Going, Esq. Tbey were ably 
defended by Daniel OConnell and other leading Counsel. They were, however, 
found guilty, and on the 14th of March were executed. Fitzgibbon, who is 
represented to have been a hardened culprit, suffered much owing to the 
inexpertness of the executioner. The north liberties of Limerick continued 
to be greatly disturbed by nightly insurgents: houses were set on fire, 
among others the house of one Allen, a respectable farmer, who lost fourteen 
cows on this occasion, and the blaze of incendiarism was seen to arise from 
many other rooftrees during some months. A return to Parliament was 
now made of the yeomanry cops in the four Provinces,-an .inefficient and 
at all periods a partizan force. The total was 30,753, thus distributed :- 

In  Leinster, 5,915. I n  Ulster, 20,131. 
I n  Connaught, 2,356. In Munster, 2,351. 

Sir Robert Peel's police force had not as yet done much towards proving 
their activity; both country and town were subjected to multitudinous evils, 
owing to the distracted state of society. 

On the 27th of March, in consequence of these outrages, a special sessions 
was held under the Insurrection Act, when John Halloran was indicted for 
being absent from his house after prescribed hours-he was arrested by the 
police on the night of the 22nd of that month, when Mr. Allen's cowhouse 
and cows were burned. Halloran was sentenced to seven years transportation 
and conveyed to Cork at seven o'clock on the same evening-he was the son 
of an industrious and respectable father, an independent farmer, and neigh- 
bour to Allen. A short time before he had been tried for the murder of 
Allen

J

s son and was found g d t y  of manslaughter. The prosecution being 
carried on by the deceased's father, it was generally believed that he owed 
Allen what they called in this county '' Sweet's revenge ;" but he was not tried 
for the burning. He was rather in a better class of life, and well educated; 
his example, it was considered, would strike terror into others. The distur- 
bances, however, not only continued in and about the liberties and in the 
counties of Limerick and Clare, but spread to those parts of the County of 
Cork, which adjoin Limerick, where there was a great deal of agrarian 
suffering a d  ouirage. 

In  April and early in May, special sessions under the Insurrection Act 
were beld at the County Court House of Limerick, and at Rathkeale, when 
one man was sentenced to seven years transportation at the former, and two 
men to the same measure of punishment at the latter place. The Palatines 
had been about this time subjected to nightly attacks, their cattle slain or 
houghed, and their houses burned. The result Kas that many of them 
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emigrated. Sessions were held in BruiT on the 16th of the same month, a t  
which two men were sentenced to seven years transportation for setting fire 
to the village of Glenasheen in the preceding April. On the 20th of the 
month, an adjourned sessions were held at  Rathkeale, a t  which thirty men 
were charged with being absent from their dwellings on two nights previously. 
Their defence was, that they had been at  the wake of a deceased friend ; nine 
of them were relatives of the deceased; these were acquitted, twenty-one 
were committed and received sentence of transportation for seven years. 
Such was the severity of the times. On the 20th of June following, a sessions 
was also held in the County of Limerick Court House, under the Insurrection 
Act, when two men were sent off from the dock for Cork, to be transport~d 
for seven years. Early in July another sessions was held at  Rathkeale and 
in Limerick with similar result ; and a few nights after-viz. on the 9th, 
Gerald Blenerhasset, Esq. and Chief Constable Keilly of the Constabulary, 
discovered sixty-eight pike-heads concealed in a wall on the most remote 
part of Knockfierna Hill, in the County of Limerick. 

Whilst the county continued thus disturbed, and the wail of sorrow was 
heard in many an humble homestead ; whilst the hulks were crowded with 
the victims of the law, and the gibbet groaned under its human burdens, 
there was a most active movement drawing to a successful issue, between the 
independent citizens and the city member, Mr. Rice, and the Corporation 
and its abettors. On the 6th of May, in the House of Commons, Mr. Rice's 
Bill for the better regulation of the city of Limerick' was read a second time. 
Captain 07Grady,%ne of the,County representatives, had stood up in his place, 
and moved that the bill be read that day six months; when Mr.O'Grady having 
sat down, and the Speaker asked who seconded the motion ? there was a dead 
silence, in the midst of which Mr. Rice again stood up, and made many ani- 
madversions on the conduct of the hon. and gallant member. Meantime, 
the Wellesley Bridge Acta had received the Royal assent, and public notice 
was given to that effect by the directors of the Chamber of Commerce. 
A meeting of the forty-eight commissioners named in the Bill, was convened 
for the purpose of electing additional new commissioners. The Corporation 
now began to set its house in order-in other words, to distribute among 
its members, the remnant of the property of the citizens which had survived 
up to this period the almost general plunder and spoliation of the public 
revenue. TheRegulation Act was passed in the teeth of an insolent opposition; 
but two days before it came into operation, the Corporators made a lease for 
ever to Sir Christopher Mwrett, Knight and Alderman, and one of the Com- 
mittee of Accounts, at the rent of £34 2s. 6d. Irish, of the ancient island of 
Scattery, which had been granted to the Corporation by Queen Elizabeth. 
The island contains 103 acres, of which four are in possession of the Govern- 
ment, having been purchased from the Corporation in 1810 for the Ordnance 
S e r ~ i c e . ~  For some lengthened period, the Chamber of Commerce, anxious 
to free the city from the intolerable nuisance and oppression to which farmers 
had been subjected heretofore, had carried out an agreement to pay the 
Corporation £1500 a-year for all their claim on tolls on corn and potatoes, 
with the intention of relieving potatoes from any charge, which they did 
accordingly'.& This bargain was annually renewed fiom 1808 to 1823 ; the 

1 The Limerick aegalation Act, 4 Geo. IV. cap. 126. 
a Son of the Chief Baron O'Grady. 
1 4th Geo. IV. cap. 94. 
4 Report of the Commissioners on Municipal Corporations in Ireland. 
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Chamber of Commerce profited from $400 to £3000 a-year by the armnge- 
ment ; but the war against the Corporation lost none of its bitterness not- 
withstanding ; and the year at which we have arrived, witnessed, to a great 
extent, the realization of the hopes of the citizens, by a curb being applied to 
the overgrown hentiousness and irresponsiblemalversation of the public funds 
by the Corporation. During the prosecution of the suit in Parliament, 
serious charges were brought by Mr. Rice against Chief Baron O'Grady. 
Thcse charges became the subject of investigation : the principal charge 
against the Chief Baron being for alleged instituting and receiving exorbitant 
fees, not warranted by law, in the matters brought before his court. I t  was 
decided by a majority of the House on the 11th of July, that it was not 
necessary to proceed farther with the investigation. Captain O'Grady, on 
this occasion, made a defence for his father which elicited general approbation 
manifesting as it did fine natural feeling, and noble self-possession. The 
'Royal assent, however, was given to the Regulation Act on the 18th of July ; 
it having passed the House of Lords on the 14th witbout a division. Uni- 
versal joy prevailed throughout the city. The principal source of income of 
the Corporation was from the tolls and customs, which had been rapidly 
increasing every year, and which for the year ending 1833, were let for 
£3,706. The gross annual produce of them under favorable circumstances, 
had been estimated at £5,000 per annnm.' This money was not expended 
in improving the city, or in relieving the citizens in any shape or form. The 
enormous sum of £10,393 1 9 ~ .  104d. was spent before lS&1 in the political 
contest between the Corporation and the Independents ; while to sustain the 
tottering power of the spoliators, a sum of g1011 14s. 74d. was laid out 
for stamps providcd for the admission of honorary and non-residcnt freemen 
alone2 This expenditure entailed embarwssmcnts of so serious a nature on 
the Corporation, that bonds were passed in 1824 ; and the discharge of those 
bonds, until 1833, and indeed during the term of its existence uutil 1841, 
not only deprived the Corporation of any surplus available to the public uses 
and charities of the city, but plunged it into debt. TheIndependents, in this 
long contest for their rights, did not spare their purses, but with open hand gave 
freely of their money to the good cause; and it has been estimated that it 
cost them £30,000 in the prosecution of the contest against the C~rporation.~ 

Never did a body of men act with a truer sense of what they owed to 
themselves and to the important interests of which they were the guardians, 
than the Limerick Independents, composed of Protestants and Catholics; 
a feeling of liberality prevailed between them, arising from the fact 
that they were engaged in a common cause, and that mutual co-operation 
was essential for the success of the paramount objects on which they 
had set their hearts. They went on hand in hand, setting an example of 
perseverance and energy, while, though the Corporation continued to 
drag on a miserable existence for some few years, and expended annually 
a sum of £3,000 in the payment of the Mayor, Chamberlain, Corporate 
Staff, &c. it held no place in the estimation of the citizens, but on 
the contrary was pronounced to be a disgrace and an abuse even by 

I Report of the Commissioners, &c. Ibid. 
8 As an instance of the generosity of the citizens, we have the fact on the best authority, that 

the tirm of Edmond Ryan and Son, merchants, gave no less than S1500 to the cause of the 
Independents in subscriptionss. Edmond Rvan, the venerable patriot and friend of O'ConneU, 
was grandfather of E. F. G. Rpan, Esq., ~'DI. ,  Middleton, Co. Cork, and of Michael R. RP, 
Esq. J.P., 'l'emplemungret, Limerick. Mr. Crergb gave a subscription of f 500. 
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those who in social life were on terms of intimacy and friendship with its 
members.' For several years before i t  was dissolved by the Municipal Reform 
Bill, it had permitted the guilds of trade, which in the last century exercised 
such influence at  Municipal and Parliamentary Elections, and which were 
designated the fifteen Corpomtions? to dissolve their cmnexion with it, 
simply because those guilds had ceased to be composed of Orangemen, and 

no more control the votes of Tory partizans in favor of a particular 
candidate. It possessed scarcely a trace of the forty ploughlands which 
King John granted to  the City, and of which there was an inspexjmus by 
Henry VI.9 and which we must confess were spoliated, to a considerable extent, 
B. long time before. It made away with or scattered to the winds the records 
of its proceedings and misdeeds, so that except in the Birmingham Tower 
and the British Museum, where a few of its old books have found their way, 
there would he but little to tell of the evils it perpetrated, except in Law 
Courts. where true to its instincts, it has left its trace in a series of bootless, . . 

but to'the citizens, ruinous law suits. 
An effort being made in  1824, to revive the Merchants of the Staple, who 

had been created by cha~%er of James I., and who had become extinct, by 
order of the Lord Lieutenant in Council, on the 14th of August, 1824, 
thirty-two members of the guild were named, one of whom only was a 
member of the Common Council, though several of them were freemen. 
That efTort faded-the guild became inoperative. The Chamber of Com- 
merce, on the other hand, went on steadily and well. Their funds were at  
first derived from rateable subscriptions paid by each member according to 
the extent of his export trade in the port of Limc~ck, and a schedule of 

1 In 1833 the Corporation proposed to borrow from the Commissioners of public warks £9,000 
on the security of the surplus revenues of E1,000, for the purpose of rebuilding Thomond 
Bridge. The bridge was built, but the money was never paid by the Corporation. 

2 Report of the Commissionera, &G 

The noticeable events of this year were :- 
1824, January 3lst.-The warrants appointing six magi atrates under the Limerick Regulation 

Act issued; the names of these gentlemen are as follows :-The Hon. John Massy, City of 
Limerick; Rev. Josiah Crampton, Rector of S r a d b d y ;  Alderman Joseph Gabbett, City of 
Limerick ; Major-Gexieral Richard Bourke, Thornville, South Liberties, William Roche and 
John Kelly, Esqrs.-Before thb  time the justices were constituted by Charter Jas. I., March 3rd, 
1609, and limited to six, the Mayor and Recorder for the time being always two of them. The 
remaining four were elected the second Monday after Michaelmas day, and it was usual to 
appoint the late Mayor when he had served his office, a charter justice for the succeeding pear. 

February 7th.-Great joy prevaaed in Limerick, on the arrival of the news that Mr. Rice 
had obtained the Lord Lieuteaant's approbation of a grant of f 60,000 for building the Wellesley 
Bridge. 

February 17th.-On the erening of this day a very unusual circumstance occurred at  the 
funeral of a NI. Laurence Durack, in St. John's Churchyard. The Rev. Mr. BfLCarthy, a 
Catholic Clergyma~, in stole and surplice, recited the usual prayers, &C., and was resisted by 
the Rev. Jchn Fitzgibbon, Protestant Vicar, who remonstrated to no purpose. The surrounding 
crowd pushed and jostled Mr. Fitzgibbon and called him bard names. The ultra Protestants 
were annoyed; but the affair did not create a feeling beyond them. 

March 3rd.-From a Parliamentary document just issued, the value of silver and copper coins 
now in circulation is estimated according to the market prim of silver and copper :- 

Si

lver-the Crown or 5s. plece, a t  4s. 6d. 
Half-Crown or 2s. 6d. 2s. 3d. 

t The S h i i .  1Od. 
The penny: one Farthing. 

March 12th.-The Excise district of Ennis, annexed to Limerick, bg. which one Chief 
collector, one surveyor, and some subalterns are out of office. 

&rch 22nd.damea Bridgeman, aged 2% years, executed in front of the county gaol for the 
murder of Richard Going, Esq., late Chief Magistrate of Police of the County of Limerick, 

these rates was fixed bp a bye-law of the Chamber; but this becoming too 
heavy on individuals, some of whom paid a contribution so bigh as £40, a 
maximum subscription of £12 was h e d ,  which, about forty years ago, was 
reduced to a subscription of g5 annually from each member. They first un- 
dertook the management of the butter trade of Limerick, by which they 
increased the export trade in that article wonderfully, and derived a good 
income. They applied their funds to the improvement of the port and 
harbour of Limerick, by clearing away rocks and shoals in the river, and 
mooring buoys ; in encouraging the linen trade ; in expending E1500 in one 
season of distress by purchasing provisions for the poor, and selling them at 
a reduced rate ; and about £1200 in opposition to the Corporation before the 
Committee of Appeal in 1820, on the rights of freedom. 

The population returns of the County of the City of Limerick in 1821 
was 59,045, and in 1831 according to the population returns printed by 
order of the House of Commons, it was 66$54 showing an increase in ten 
years of 7,509. The population of, the parishes forming the city as built 
upon, was estimated in 1831, at 49,769. The number of inhabited houses 
in the county of the city by the returns of 1831, was 7,820. The number 
building 138. The number uninhabited 427. The number of families 11,953 
--of which there were chiefly employed in agriculture 2,798-in trade, 
manufactures and handicraft 4,057-d other families not comprised i n  the 
two preceeding classes 5,098. The proportion of femdes to males as 6 to 
5. The number of males over twenty years of age 15,663-labourers 
employed in a,g+xlture 2,561 ; ditto not employed in agriculture 3,618. 
Persom employed in retail trade or handicraft as masters or workmen 5,106 
-capitaIists, bankers, professional and other educated men 1323-occupiers 

14th October, 1821. The culprit acknowledged to be at  the murders of Major Hare, and Mr. 
Bushe. I t  appeared from the declaration, that the murder of Mr. Going was in contemplation 
for three months, before an opportunity for executing i t  presented itself. Mr. Going, on the 
night previous, slept a t  Castletown, the residence of John Waller, Esq. He had choice of 
three roads which led to Rathkesle, on each of which four ruffians were posted, so that 
escape was impossible. Bridgeman appeared to have been the chief planner of all the mischief. 
He had been discharged at  Spring Assizes, 1823, for want of prosecution. 

March 26th.-A Mr. Porter of London, on the part of the United General Gas Company, 
has agreed to light the Parish of St. Michael, from the first October next, with gas-oil being 
hitherto used in the public lamps. Bfr. Porter promises to do so at  a saving of f 30 a year to 
the Parish Commissioners, and to furnish the requisite apparatus, &c. at  hi o n  cost. He 
anticipates an expenditure of £4000 before the work is completed. 

March 3lst-Ten convicts embarked on board the convict ship a t  Cove, Co. Cork: they 
pIeaded guilty at  last assizes for an attack on Glenasheen barracks, in the County of Limerick, 
and received sentence of transportation. 

April 6th.-For tbe first time in Limerick, a Columbian printjng press, introduced by Messrs. 
Watson. 

April 10th.-Thomas Sheban executed in front of the county gaol, pursuant to sentence a t  
last mires, he being an accomplice in the crime of cutting Mr. Nagle's throat at  Kilmallock. 

April 14th.-Labourers employed this day in clearing q d e a  from which stones are to be 
raised for the Wellesley Bridge. 

April 37th.-Three men executed a t  the county gaol pursuant to sentence a t  the last 
assizes. 

In the house of Lordq Earl Darnley states that the population of I r b d  is 7.000,000, and 
that 50,000 of the number only are of the Established Church. 

April 24th.-Donovan and Russell executed in front of the county gaol for attacking 
Glenasheen barrack% They neither denied nor acknowledged guilt 
St. George'a Day, (April 23rd), the newly appointed time for celebrating the King's birth-day, 

happening in Easter week, firing of troops, &C., did not take place till the 29th inst. 
A€ay 2nd-The Emigrant Brig, Maria of Pembroke, from New Boss to Quebec, put into the 

harbour of Limerick in distress ; 89 passengers on board, in the utmost want. A subscription 
raiaed of f 72 l Is. 3d for them. The Rev. P. Hogan, P.P., St. lichael's, realized £20 
additional for them by a charitv sermon. 
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and others not included in the foregoing 9,055. The quantity of corn 
bought in Limerick in 1830 and 1831-was:- 

1830. 
Wheat, . . . . .. 147,400. 169,993. 
Barley, . . . . . . 85,558. 85,560. 
Oats, ... ... 296,070. 315,732. 

The increase of the grain trade in the forty years preceding, appears from 
a petition on the subject of tolls, presented to the Irish House of Commons 
in 1790, which states in the past year 1789, there were exported from 
Limerick :- 

21,693 Barrels of Wheat. 
24,906 ,, ,, Oats. 

568 ,, ,, Beans, 
526 ,, ,, Barley. 

1360 cwt. of Flour. 
'114 tons of Oatmeal. 

The tonnage too of vessels had increased in the same ratio, and Limerick 
was giving evidence of its progress in every respect notwithstadinga partial 
check to its prosperity a few years before this period. 

Concurrently with these improvements and projects, the Catholics of 
Limerick began to take energetic measures to join in the struggle for Eman- 
cipation : OJConnell had already established the Catholic Association, a d  
projected the Catholic Rent. Limerick immediately threw its weight into 
the scale. On the 21st of June, 1824, a meeting of the Catholic parishioners 
of St. MichaelJs was held in the Parish Church ; resolutions were unanimously 
adopted to  sustain the collection of the Catholic Rent, which was set on foot 
and pushed with vigorous alacrity. The parish was divided into districts ; 
the subscription was not less than one penny, or more than two shillings per 
month, from each contributor. A few days after the establishment of the 
Association in Limerick, a solemn service was celebrated in the same parish 
church for the repose of the soul of Francis Arthur, Esq., who had lately 
died at Dunkirk, in France, and of whose trial and sufferings, and escape 
from an imminent death at the hands of military executioners and civic plot- 
ters, we have given an account in a preceding chapter. 

The Protestants of Limerick were, generally speaking, in favor of an 
adjustment of the Catholic claims ; there was, they said, but little use in 

Msv diving bell imported from Waterford, to be employed in the erection of the 
~ k l & l e ~  ~ r i d ~ e t h e ~ f i r s t  ever seen here. 

May 14th.-The first stone of the central building of the new Lunatic Asylum laid with much 
ceremony by Stephen Edward Rice, Esq., (as proxy for his son, Thomas Spring Rice. Esq., M.P. 
now attending his Parliamentary dutiea), in presence of the directors and several gentlemen. 
Johnson and Murray ; Williams and Cockburn, architects. 

May 14th.-A young gentleman of the name of Barnes, shot himself a t  the mail-coach hotel 
in George's-street-he languished in great agony tili the morning of the 17th. Dieappointed 
-" . " . . -- -- - .- - 

May 30th.-Keeper HiU covered with snow. 
The revenue establishment a t  P;ilmsh and Scattery Island done away with. 
The Castle Barracks ordered to be taken down and rebuilt in the most perfect manner. 
June 1st.-Great drought : a boy forded the Shannon from Custom Houae Quay to the House 

of Industry on the North Strand, 
Nay 30th-bied in Dublin, Richard E. Crosbja, Esq., aged 68 y w s  ; the first who ascended 

in a balloon a t  Dublin or any where else. He ascended from the rere of the House of Industry, 
on the North:Strand, on the 27th of April, 1786, of which the Eibtrnian Magazine gives a 
lengthened account. 

A woman aged 60, named Catherine Gbnq gave buth to a daughter a t  the Lying-iu 
Hospital. 

June 1 4 t h . A  sum of f 300,000 per m m  said to be drained oat of Ireland by absen-. 
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resisting the rapid progress of liberality. A statement had been just made 
in the House of Commons which showed that in Ulstcr there were only five- 
eighths of the whoIe population, or 1,250,000 Protestants-in Leinstcr, one- 
fifth; in Munster, one-twelfth ; in Connaught, one in twenty-five; in all, 
1,840,000 Protestants to six millions of Catholics. The question of Eman- 
cipation was simply one of time. A return was published of the residcnt 
and non-resident Protestant clergy throughout Ireland ; and from this return 
it appeared that, while there was a very large proportion of non-resident 
clergymen elsewhere, the diocese of Limerick showed a larger aggregate in 
this respect than any other, there bcing no less than 47 non-resident clergy- 
men to 95 benefices. By another return it also appeared that the estates 
of the Protestant Bishop of Limerick consisted of 6,720 acres, and the 
reserved rent £2,102 18s. l ld. ,  and the customary renewal fines an equal 
profit. The total amaunt of acres in Ireland owned by Archbishops and 
Bishops (Protestant) 427,365 acres. 

One of those trials of deep interest between the Corporation and the 
Independents took place at  Cork assiics this year; it was of great importance 
to Limerick. Denis Lyons, Esq., merchant, represented the plaintiffs-the 
Chamber of Commerce. A verdict was given for the defendants. The trial 
occupied three days, and a vast deal of old and new matter was ~ d u ~ e d :  
which it was thought would prove to be the forerunner of future itigation 
I t  was alleged that the Corporation was poseesscd of immcnse estates. The 
charters of John, of Edwarcl I., of Henry V., the two charters of Elizabeth, 
and the charter of James I., were referred to fully. Nothing practical, 
however, eventuated from the trial for the citizens. 

Lord Combermere, Commander-in-Chief of the Forces in Ireland, arrived 
in Limerick on the 9th of September, and inspected the troops in garrison on 
the parade of the New Barracks.' Immediately after, his Lordship left 
Limerick for Rockbarton, the residence of the Chief Baron O'Grady. 

I These Barracks were built in 1798, and occupy about a square mile. They are capable of 
containing about 1000 men, including officers' quarters. They are on an elevation to the south- 
west of the city. In 1845 a district Military Prison was added, which in 1865 contains 87  
prisoners, and a staff consisting of chief warder and seven warders and servants. The prison 
consists of three corridors and fifty-nine cells. 

July 27th.-Prospectus of an Irish Provincial Banking Company issued ; local committees 
have been formed in different towns and cities. The following committee formed in Limerick :- 
John M'Namara, President, and J. N. Russell, Vice-President of the Chamber of Commerce ; 
Joseph M. Harvey, John Kelly, Martin Creagh, John Hi, Michael Ryan, Ralph Westropp, and 
William White, directors of the Chamber of Commerce for the current year. 

August 20th.-The sentinel at the Excise Office door made an nttempt to break i t  open ; there 
were. f 1200 in an iron safe in the office. ' The sentinel, whose name was Wm. M'Kenny, a 
native of Ballyshannon, deserted. 

September 13th.-The Assembly Rouse on Charlotte's Quay, having been again fitted up as a 
theatre, opened this evening with Shakspere's tragedy of King Richard 111. The celebrated 
actor, Kean, played Richard. Kean left Limerick on the morning of the 18th of September, 
displeased at  his reception-he had engaged with Mr. Clarke, the manager, to play twelve 
successive nights-he only played five nights, and those to almost e ~ p t y  houses. I t  is supposed 
his receipts did not cover his expenses. He returned for the races, and fulfilled his engagement, 
playing alternately tragedy and comedy. Country families attended the plays. 

Major Hedges llfaunsell built the %our mills at  Plassy, within two miles of Limerick-mills 
probably inferior to none in Ireland. They were afterwards occupied for several years by Mr. 
Reuben Harvey. Mr. Richard RusseI1, J.P., rebuilt Plassy House in a superb style in 1863, and 
ha8 added to the power of the mills considerably. 

September 29th.-The coach between Limerick and Trnlee commenced rnnning this day. 
Leavea Limerick at  114, am., and arri-ies a t  Tralee at  11, p. m. : returns from Tralee a t  3, am., 

0 ,  
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The country continued very much disturbed; and the expense of the oId 
Constabulay was cxccssive : for the half year, on the county of Limerick, it 
amounted to $1,846 l%., and the new police for the same time was 
$1,981 8s. Dd. 

The Oorporation on the 11th of October this year, let the Lax weir, in 
Court, of D'Oyer IIundred, to a Mr. T b o w  Little, at g450 per annum : 
the wcir h:d bccn for some years wholiy neglected, and abandoned, and had 
brcome altogether unproductive of my revenue. B Mr. Kelly had been for 
some months previously, engaged on the pad of the Goveroment in suppress- 
i11g all private wcirs and obstroetions, both in the rivcr Shannon and in the 
snx11I rivers that run into it. From this it was conjectured that the take of 
salmon mould prove to be abundant. Forty years before this time, salmon 
soltl in Lirncrick for one penny and thrce halfpence per lb. I t  is stated that 
in old annrrnticcs' inclcntures, masters were bound not to give apprentices 
sdmon lmbre than three times a week for dinncr.l 

In this year a rcturn to Parliament was made cf the number of magistrates 
in I r c l d  : 4507 is the total numbcr ; 1932, acting and resident ; 266, acting 
though not resident,-18'7 attachcd to Limerick. 

3fanuf;lctuscs s Scw years afkr this time began to appear again in Limerick, 
whicl1 is largely indcbtctl to one firm for sustained and persevering efforts to 
loctltc mauufiactures in the city.2 Messrs. J. N. ~ U S S ~ B  and Sons, one of 

1 In 18G5, the price of salmon enrly in the season is 3s. and 2s. Gd. per lb.. and throughout 
the senson it is seldom below the sum of Is. 86. per lb. \Klliam DIalcomson, Esq. of the firm of 
Blalcomson Ilrothers, Portlaw, county of Waterford, the tenant of the great Lax weir, sends 
off enormous quantities each day to the London, Dublin, and other markets in England nnd 
elsewhere. The tako is fulIy as largc, if it be not larger, than it ever had been. The trade ia 
it realizes a vast repenae. Besides the fishery at  the Lax weir, there are several boats em- 
ployed by Ih. Mdcom~on in the fishery, and many fishermen who had been on their own 
account, are at present in the ernployment of Mr, MaIcomson. Ice is used in preserving the 
fish fresh. and ice houses have been built new the weir, and at the Terminus of the Waterford - .- 
and Limkck Railway, for the purpose. 

a The Bu~9ells of Limerick (who were once numcrons) are an old Protestant family that can 
clenrly be traced to the time of Cromwell, though further trace of them is here lost, it is probable 
that their progenitors were citizens of Limerick at a periodmuch more remote, The9th Mayor of 
Limerickwas John Russell, (styled John I<nssell, alias Creagh), and the5Gth Mayor of Limerick 
was Jolrn Russcll. Sinco then several of thename have filled the office of Bailiff and Sheriff. By 
inscription on ffront of the Old Eschange it appears it was rebuilt in 1777, Wnkt~ Widenham bemg 
Mavor, and Francis Rusdl  and Charles Sargent, Sheriffs. Thii Francis Bussell was grandfather to 
l?rinciS Willia~n Rnsacll, the present Representative in Parliament for the City of Limerick, and 
tile last member of the family that filled the office of Sherib, was hi brother, Thompson Russell ; 
I l u g l ~ e ~  1:usscll was Shmiff Par the city in lS37. and took part as s pubIic office: in the civil and 
military procession through the streets of Limerickon the occasion of proclaiming Victoria Queen 

and reaches Limerick at 2&,. pm.-route throngh Patrick's Well, Adnre, Crough, Batbkeale, 
New Bride, Foloynes, Loughll, Glin, 'k'arbert, ListowelI, and O'Dorney-performing a journey 
of 50 miles and 3 furlongs in 114 hours. 

The expense of the mill house, tread miU, and machinery for scntching Bar, at the County of 
Limerick Gaol amounts to f SO6 2s. 5d. 

&boat the cmnmencement of September, the foundation of a new Convent and Chapel for the 

Chmick 
The I.imericqJubi1~~ Loan gave on l o w  np to the end of. this yew (1824) 331,563. 
Brym Salmon; n shoemaker, died in Mungret-strset, sged 104 years He rethined his fadt ier  

to thi day of his death. 
The Catholic rent collected in Limerick from May until the end of December (1824) amount# 

to B14 l i e .  Id. 
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the olciest, and for many years the largest merchanb and manufacturers in 
the south-weat of Ireland, in 1827, for the first time, added flour milling 
their reviously extensive business. They were the first in the city to see 
the .Q vantage of s t e m  power a plied to manufaeturrer, and in  this year c f  P fitted up the Newtown Pery mil s with steam machinery, mu& to the aur- 
prise and wonder of the people, as no one considered the plan Bither 
rational or feasib1e.l It is idle now to say that the new power &d succeed, 
and aa the busioess grew md enlarged itselE under the upright, liberal, and 

of Great Britain and Ireland, and the first stone of the new Church of St. John's was laid by 
John Norris Rustiell, the year that he filled the ofice of Sheriff. In former days there ww a 
branch of the Russells in Limerick who were of t i a  family, bnt the oonnection wm remotq 
having descended from the brother of one of the progenitors of the preeent family (Philip 
Russell, born in 1650). They have long since 1:ft Limerick, and are at  present represented by 
the Venerable John Kussell, Archdeacon of Clogher, whose sister Elimbeth wan married to the 
late Right Rev. Charles Dickinson, Protestant Lord Bishop of Meath. There have been from 
time to time, and are at present, several of the name residing in Limerick, nncennected with this 
family. The burial place of the Russells is St. John's in Limerick, where for many year8 they 
used to inter in the interior of the old Chnrch, nntil. snch interments were prohibited by Act of 
Parliament. The last person whose remains were interred in the interior of the old Church, wm 
the widow of a Philip Kussell (Miss Fosbery, of Clorane, in the County Limerick). Coneequent 
on her decease having taken place a short time after the passing of this Act, her remains were 
interred outside the Church in the morning, and at night, with the sanction of the Vioar of the 
~arish,  who was a particular friend of the family, they were secretly removed, and plweain the 
tomb near the remains of her late husband. The tomb was situated near the passage leading 
iiom the communion table to the vestry room in the old Chnrch, on the site of which the new 
one has been raised. 

There are now three ranks in the burial ground outside the Church, belonging to Merent 
branches of the family, one of which baa lately become extinct by the deeeam of Franeis Philip 
Russell, of St. Thornas's Island. Over the organ loft, in the new church, is a handwme wheel 
window with richly stained glass, in the centre of which me the tvma of the famiIy. 

The name of Russell is identified with the ancient Cathedral of Limerick so far back ar the 
year 1272, Henry Russell being one of the Canons of the Cathedral at  that period, 

&hy0r8 of Limerick o j  the Name of RucseR 

John RusseU, (styled John Bussell, aliss Creagh) 
John Russell. 

Bailifis of Limerick of the Name of Russrll. 

Pierce Russell. 
David Russell, .. . ... 

a*. 
PhiLp RusseU, hoice. ... S.. ... twice. 

I 

Siren@ of Limerick of the Name of RucgeZZ. 

Francis Russell. 
William Russell. l 

Bughes Russell. 
John Norris Russell. Philip Rnssell. Richard Rnssell. 

Abraham Fcnssell. Thompson Bussell.: 
Francis Philip RusseII. 

h fmnt of the Newtown Pery store, in Henry Street, h i l t  h addition to ths mills in 1837, 
ia inserted a stone, which was formerly in front of the old Mayoralty house in Qoay h, md 
was purchased by Hr. J. N. Russell, when that building was taken down. On either side of the stone is the date of the erection of the store, 1837; over this stone, cut ia relief dro, are the 
EusseU armr, with the name underneath- 

JOXN NOXRIS RUSSELL 

b addition to the Newtown Pery Xills, the machinery of which M &ady---so rapid barn 
been the improvements in steam machinery since its erection-old fashioned and eompratively 
expensive to work-the MWS. Bossell hold Lock Mills, aituab wbere the W joins the 
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prudent course always before and since pursued by the firm, other mills fell 
from time to time into their hands, until they are now, in 1865, the largest 
millers i n  Ireland, if not in Great Britain. 

Abbey River; the large mills a t  Corbally, just above the last regulating weir on the Shannon; 
Plnssy Mills, fnrtlmr up tlie river; Garryowen Mills, a large steam concern ; and extensive 
mills a t  Askeaton, situate sevcrnl miles below the city, one of which is also driven by stenm. 
These concerns give large employment to the pcople, m d  largely contribute to the commerce 
of the port, both by imports of grain, coals, etc., and by exports of Rour and other commodities. 
A peat portion of this is done by the sailing vessels of the firm, and by the line of steamers 
which they have largely contributed to maintain. The public benefits at  all times resulting 
from theso entcrpriseq need not be enlarged upon; but the advantage to the community was 
especially found, during the disastrous years of the famine, when the Messrs. Russell were 
enabled to provide breadstnffs to an enormous and unprecedented extant for the consumption of 
the neighbouring unions, then dependent on almost instant supplies to prevent famine t&mg 
possession inside the workhouses. At one period, in 1858, it was in contemplation by the 
guardians to apply for advances from the imperial treasury, in anticipation of the poor rates, 
f i r  payment of the supplies provided, which their funds were unable to meet. Before the era of 
steam nnvigatiou the 15nglisl1 and Scotch trade with the port was carried on by a line of sailing 
packets, of which Messrs. Russell were lnrge proprietors; but in 1850, when steam vessels 
became necessary to supersede the liners, they did not hesitate to take a very leading part in 
establishing the Steam Ship Company.* In 1858, when the Company was suffering from the 
opposition of railway competition, and the general depression of Irish public enterprise, Messrs. 
Russell took the shares of those whoso confidonco was shaken, and devoted themselves largely to 
restore tllc line. The success of these effort8 is seen in the prosperity of the uniertaking now, 
nnd the rivor vessels of largcr size and power added to the fleet, which now cnn boast of having 
aa fine vessels of their class as any port of Great Britain or Irclard. In  addition to ample 
accommodation for the generd import and export trade of the city, this line is now enabled to 
provide large supplics of cods, and thus keep a wholesome check on the enormous prices and 
extreme fluctuations which always existed when the supply of coals was entirely dependent on 
sailing vessels. In  1851, Messra Russell commenced the ercction of Lansdowno flax spinning and 
weaving factories a t  North Strand, and such was the energy devoted to this entirely new branch 
of mnuufacture here by tlmm, that the buildings and machinery of the spinning factory were 
erected and startcd in October, 1853, and shortly afterwards the power loom factory was 
erected, giving furthcr large employment in the manufacture of the yarns into lines. These 
fine, well proportioned buildings, all built of dressed limestone, me, in a mere architectural sense, 
an ornament to thc city, and the advantages of the steady employment both factories have 
since given to large numbers, chietly of the younger portion of the population, otherwise 
utterly uuprwided with well-paid work. are not easily overestimated. The firm has regularly 
engaged, in all their various enterprises, about 2,000 people. The founder of the firm, the late 
Mr. John Norris Russell, died a t  a ripe old age in 1859, having lived to see his sons successfully 
carry into opcratiou all the enterprises which he with them hnd originated. His eldest son, Mr. 
Francis Willilm liussell, was returned one of the members for the city in 1852, and has since 
worthily represented i t  in tho IIouse of Commons. The contributions of the firm to the local 
charities, without distinction of creed or party, have always been in liberal keeping with 
their other acts. 

Previous to 1817, the only mode of river conveyance between Limerick and Kilmsh, was by 
turf boats. About that period thiee sailing packets, the Royal George, Lady Fmces, and 
Vandeleur, were established for the conveyauce of goods and passengers; and in some years after 
a stenmcr, called the Lady of the Shannon, commenced to ply-(she was the property of a 
Limerick Company)-but having proved a failure in some timc after was broken up. Consequent 
on want of steam power, she was not alone slow in movement, but unable to proceed against the 
tide when there was a strong head wind. 

In  18'29 the Dublin Steam Packet Company placed a powerful boat on the station, called the 
Mona, and have since continued to run steamers between Limerick and I(ilruah; a new route U 
also now opened by the Foynos Railway. 
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C H A P T E B  L. 

NEW AND OLD BRIDGES OP LIMERICK.-WELLESLEY BRIDGE.-ATHLUNKARD 
BRIDGE-PARK BRIDGE-BALL'S BRIDGE-THOMOND BRIDGE.-NEW AND 

MATHEW BRIDGE.-PROJECTED RAILROADS.-WATERWORKS.-BARRINGTON'S 

HOSPITAL.-STATISTICS OB TRAVELLING, &C. &C. 

WITH the growth of the New Town and the augmentation of trade and 
commerce, the necessity arose for new bridges to span the Shannon, and 
docks to protect the shipping frequenting the port. In 1759, a grant was 
made of £3,500 to the Ball's Bridge Commissioners for enlarging the quay, 
building a bridge to Mardyke, and clearing the river of rocks from the quay 
to the pool. In 1765, a further grant of $2,500 to the Ball's Bridge Com- 
missioners was made for continuing the new quays ; but the requirements of 
the port and harbour at the period at  which we have arrived were larger and 
more imperative in this respect; and accordingly, as we have seen in the 
previous chapter, the Welleslcy Bridge Act was passed in 1823 ; in 1825, 
the Athlunkard Bridge Act was passed. I n  the same year, an act was 
passed for supplying the city and suburbs of Limerick with matcr. I n  1826, 
an act was passed to hake a railroad from the city of Limcri~k to Carrick- 
on-Suir, in the county of Tipperary-the first project of this kind in the 
South of Ireland. I n  1830, Barrington's Hospital Act was passed ; and in 
the same year was passed an act for rebuilding Ball's Bridge. It was 
a time of enterprise and action, and several of the projects, though 
numerous and of great magnitude, were carricd out to successful com- 
pletion, not only with speed, but with skill and science which could not be 
surpassed, if equalled, in any other city in the British Empire. The pream- 
ble of the act for the erection of the Wellesley Bridge-one of the noblest 
structures in the kingdom-set out the fact of the wealth and importance of 
the city of Limerick, the extension of its commerce, and the likelihood of the 
increase of that commerce-the want of a direct communication or passage 
from the west side of the Liberties, and from the counties of Clare and Gal- 
way, except by the one very old and narrow bridge-Thomond Bridgel- 
which was cc inconveniently remote from the new and trading parts of the 
city

J

'--the necessity of a canal for the passage of ships and boats above and 
below the projected bridge-the want of a floating dock for shipping of a 
sharp form, or copper-bottomed, commonly used in the trade of the Atlantic, 
which could not now be safely brought to the quays of the city. The act 
appointed the following commissioners for erecting the bridge, &c. :-viz., 
the Right Hon. Wm. Vesey Fitzgerald, Sir Edward O'Brien, Bart.; the 
Hon. Richard Fitzgibbon, Thomas Spring Rice, Bolton Waller, 'I'homas 
Fitzgibbo~, the elder; Joseph Massey Harvey, Richard Bourke, George 
Gough the younger; John Kelly, Edward Croker, William Gabbett, Thomas 
Iloche, William Itoche, John Vereker, John Mark, William MonseU, the 
younger, Thomas Gibbon Fitzgibbon, John Brown, John MacNamara, John 

1 The Old Thomond Bridge stood exactly on the Bite of the present one I t  was incon- 
veniently narrow, and there wan no flagway for foot passengers. It was provided with small 
chambers or recesaea over each of the piers, that people stood in when two vehicles were passing 
each otha, and by their means accidents were prevented. 



IIartigan, Daniel Leahy, Joseph Gabbett, William Howley, Ralph Westropp, 
Richard Kcnny, Robert 09Callaghan Newenham, Michael Furnell, John 
Perrott, Edward Villiers, John Connell, Robert Maunsell, the elder ; Martin 
Crcagh, James Fisher, John Staunton, John Green, John Norris Russell, 
Michael Ryan, Daniel Gabbett, Martin Arthur, Michael Gnvin, William 
White, John Stephenson, Reuben Harvey, Stephen Dickson, Daniel Barring- 
ton, and Robert Keane Charles, and their successors. The place selected 
was from Brunswick-street across the river to the North Strand. Extensive 
powcrs were granted to the Commissioners, and among other powers given 
them, was one by which they were enabled to borrow a sum of one hundred 
thousand pounds for the purposes in question, on the credit of the tolls, 
ratcs and duties to be levicd. No one applicti himself more zealously to the 
sncccssful realization of this project t l~an  Mr. Thomas Spring Rice, M.P. 
Several objections had been raised to the advance of money for the proposed 
Bridgc; but on the 6th of February, 1824) Mr. Rice addressed a letter to 
tlic Yresiclcnt of the Chamber of Commerce, annoul.cing that the Marquis of 
Welleslcy, Lord Lieutenant of Ircland, had approved of the report of the 
Commissioners, recommending a grant of tG0,000 for the intended Bridge 
aud Docks at  Lirncrick ; and expressing his assurance that no further doubts 
or ~ ~ c u l t i e s  could arise, nor could any new obstacles be interposed to 
dcfcat a measure which would be found no less important to the unemployed 
tradcsmcn and labourers of Limerick, than to the commercial interests of the 
city and the adjacent counties. I t  was thought, in fact, that the tolls would 
considcmbly cxceed the estimate of the Commissioners, and bring in a revenue 
of ovcr $5,000 a year. Mr. Rice anticipated a reduction in the tolls in con- 
sequcnee of the revenue, and eventually the opening of a free port. I n  these 
antieip;ltions hc and the public have been complctcly deceived. The revenue 
from the tolls never arrived at anything whatever even remotely approach- 
ing to thc estimate. Year after year the tolls have been decreasing, until in 
1865 t h y  are rcntcd at 32400 per annum to the emincnt firm of Messrs. 
John Norris Russell and Sons, who have rented them for' several years for 
abont the same sum. The laying the foundation stone of this bridge on the 
25th of October, 1824, was attended with all possible ceremony and eclat. 
Thc plans acre drawn by Xr. Alexander Ninimo, the cminent engineer, on 
the plan exactly of the beautiful Pont Neuilly over the Seine above Paris, 
and tlicy wcrc earlied out with fnultIess prccision by Messrs. Clcments and 
Son, thc contractors. The briilgc has five river arches, with a swivel bridge 
and two quny arches. T h e  Earl of Clare laid the fontidation stone, in the 
abscnce of the &Iarquis of Wellesley. The entire garrison were under arms 
on the North Strand, where the stone was laid-the artillery firing, &c. 
011 a stone in the middle of the western parapet of the bridge is the 
following inscription :- 

UNDER AN ACT OF THE IV. OF CEORGE IV., 

INTRODUCED 1XTO PARLIAJIEST BY TLIE 

I RIGLIT IION0R.LBL.B TUOX-IS S. RICE, N.P. I 
I FOR THE CITY OF LI1\IERICI. I 
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This Bridge is a noble ornament to Limerick ; and if i t  has not realised the 
expectations of its projectors, it must be admitted to be a structure bauti-  
fully planned and executed. 

The Bridge took eleven years to build, and the Commissioners spent no 
less a sum than £89,061 in its completion. It was opened by the Ear1 of 
Mulgrave, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, on the 5th of August, 1835. A 
sum of £30,000 would have sufficed for an excellent suitable bridge. 

During the years that were occupied in bailding the bridge, the promised 
dock lay in abeyance, and the commercial community were compelled to pay 
exorbitant dues for an unfinished bridge, which inconveniently interfered 
with the traffic of the port. They viewed the proceedings of the Co~nmissioners 
with dissatisfaction, more particularly as the bridge and the port were 
different undertakings ; the bridge to benefit the lnndcd intcrcst, whilc the 
port was for trade and commerce. 

A memorial, s iped  by the principal merchants and others, was presented 
to the commissioners in 1833 in which complaint was further made of the 
dangerous condition of the harbour, caused by the bridge encroachments, 
and of the misapprobation of the revenues of the port, which ought solely to 
have been applied to the construction of t h  promised docks. 

In the year 1834' a new act was procured, under which a sum of 
i245,000 was raised by loan from government, and was expcnded upon an 
engineering project, which was subsequently abandoned as impracticable. 
This project had for its end the construction of a dam across the river, and 
the conversion of the stream into a large floating dock. Engineers, however, 
of eminence reported that such a dock would occasiondly lay a great part of 
the city under water. The advantage derived by the city from the 
3245,000 thus expended was the construction of a noble line of quays. I n  
1847, a third act was procured ; and an additional sum of £54,000 was 
advanced, which was expended in the constmctioa of the existing dock, 
which was opened, as we have stated in the first chapter of this work, in 
1853. The dock covers a space of eight acres, and was constructed by John 
Long, Esq, C.E. The dock is capable of accommodating eighty sea-going 
vessels, large and small, and is entered by dock gates seventy feet wide. 
The depth is from twenty to twenty-five feet. The total cost was L54,000, 
a moderate expenditure on a work of such extent and depth. 

When the original act of 1824 was procured, the estimate  as that the 
income of the port mould be 81,025, and of the bridge about £6,000 a 
year. The income from the bridge is almost nothing, but that from the 
port has risen from £1100 in 1825 to over £9,900 in 1856. 

The Board of Public Works which has had possession of the bridge tolls 
and harbour dues, has kept one general account of their receipts without 

1 Under the powers of this Act the ancient office of Water Bailiff, with a revenue of about 
f 1100 a year was abolished. The Water Bailii was appointed by the Corporation, and collected 
his own charges off the vessels, and of which he rendered no account. H& badge of office was 
a dvar oar. He enforced all magisterial and judicial warrants against the shipping and seamen 
frequenting the port. f ~ O O O  was awarded him by way of compensation. 
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discriminating between the sources from which they were derived. On 31st 
December, 1862, the followincr is their statement of the account :- 

c: 
Date 1 .% of Loan. .g 

2 

2 e t  nu&t ,... 1 6,000 l ::: I 6,000 1 5.722 l 2,344 
1848. 

23rd June ,...... 64,000 4,000 31,214 181 '_ 

By the last account rendered it would appear that the commissioners then 
owed the government the sum of £222,365, and this amount has not been 
lessened. 

The merchants of Limerick have been for sometime energetically engaged, 
and with every prospect of success, in demanding a readjustment of this 
account. It was never the intention of the government or the merchants to 
prejudice the port at  the expense of the bridge-the only thing to be said is, 
that the advances for the bridge had been made on an estimate that has 
proved completely illusory. I n  1864, a movement begun by the Harbour 
Board and Chamber of Commerce, and which has been sustained by the repre- 
sentatives of the city and by the municipal corporation, was set on foot for the 
purpose of pressing on government the absolute necessity of readjusting the 
accounts. A few years previously a proposition was laid before the Corpora- 
tion to make the bridge debt a liability on the rates of the city, the amount 
due to be in the first instance diminished very considerably by the Lords of 
the Treasury. The Corporation rejected the proposition by a considerable 
majority. 

On the 26th of April, 1824, labourers were employed in opening the 
strcet from the end of Park Bridge, to communicate in a line from thence, 
and cross Mary-street to Quay-lane. The labourers could work only in the 
Abbey, (then part of the county of Limerick by charter) as the houses in Mary- 
strcet which mere to be taken down had not been at the time presented for 
by the City Grand Jury. Ultimately the presentments were made, and Ath- 
lunkard-street was formed. James Kennedy, Esq., a banker, about twelve 
years before, projected a bridge from Corbally across the Shannon to Allan 
Court, cleared a passage through a pit at  great expense, and laid a solid 
abutment. The project, however, was not carried through, though it had 
obtaimd general concurrence. It was at tfhe conclusion of the session of 
Parliament this year that St. Praneis's Abbey, thcretofore in the county, by 
charter of J a m s  I., March 3 4  1609, was attached to the city, and placed 
undcr the control of the city magistrates. Mr. Nimmo, the engineer, gave his 
opinion that %chain bridge could be thrown across the river at Allan Court for 
a sum not exceeding 22,000, but the idea of a chain bridge was abandoned. 

The Bill for the ercction of a bridge across the Shannon at Athlunkard, 
to make a direct communication or passage from the northern parts of the 
counties of Clare and Galway, into Limerick, thus became lam in 1825. Before 
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this period there had been no means of communication between the northern 
and eastern parts of these counties and the city of Limerick; and Park 
Bridge,' a plain structure of three arches, which crosses the Abbey river a 
short distance above the Abbey slip, and leads to the beautifully improved 
suburban townland of Corbally, the greater portion of which was purchased 
by the labe Aldermm Pierce Shannon, in 1833, for L22,000, from Colonel 
William Thomas Mo~sel l ,~  of Tervoe-led only to Corbally, where the 

1 Park is a townland within the municipal boundary of Limerick. Park House is the residence 
of the Catholic Bishop of Limerick. The inhabitants of Park are among the most thrifty and 
industrious in any part of Ireland. The j  pay from f 8 to £10 an acre for their patches of land, 
the largest holders not renting more than from three to four acres. They cultivate vegetables, 
with which they  upp ply the citizens ; they rear cattle and pigs, and grow potatoes and turnips to 
feed their cattle and pigs, and for their own use also. They manure the land very highly, and 
beiag within the Borough they are subject to high rates and taxes. There has been much emi- 
gration from Park in recent years, of young men and young women especially. The names 
generally of the residents are Cunneen, or O'Cunneen, one of the most ancient names in the 
South of Ireland, tradition having i t  that i t  was with a chieftain of that name Saint Patrick 
dwelt when he visited Singland, which forms part of the parish of St. Patrick in which Park 
is situated ; Rannan, or Hirnneen, Quilligan, Clancy, and BIacNamara, or by abbreviation Mac. 
of which there are a great number in Park. The MacNamaras are said to have settled in Park 
since they were Criven from Clare in the wars of the seventeenth century. I t  was through the 
old road of Park that King William is said to have passed to the Shannon in 1690, when he 
made his inspection of the river, in order to obtain a knowledge of the passage of it, which was 
effected so successfully the year afterwards by Ginkle. The site of the 3at A ~ J  Fee, or the 
King's gate, which divided Park from Corbally, and from which William passed, is yet pointed 
out, within a short distance of the river. There are several very handsome residences at  Corbally, 
including the beautiful one of Pierce Shannon, Esq., grandson of Alderman Pierce Shannon. The 
ancient cemetery of Killeen, is situated in the Killeen field," a t  Corbally. I t  has ceased for 
many years to be a burying place. Recently frsgmenw of cannon balls and human bones have 
been found in this field 

2 Monsell of Tervoe. The name of Monsel or Moncel occurs in some of the earliest MSS. 
documents connected with the city and diocese of Limerick : Dominus Robertus Moncel" is the 
name of one whose signature appears to a lease of certain Church lands set forth in the Liber 
Niger, or Black Book of Limerick in the thirteenth century. Sir Bernard Burke, however, states 
that the Trevoe branch of the family settled in Ireland early in the reign of Charles I. Monscll 
and Manmell is the same name-and in a detailed pedigree of the Maunsell family* which is 
in existence, a branch of the arms of that family are given in the pedigree, and they are the 
same as those borne by the Monaells of Tervoe. changes of spelling have frequently taken place 
in Ireland from the pronunciation of English names by the Irish tongue. The name had been 
evidently known in Limerick, as appears abore, many ages before the period stated for the 
settlement of the family in Ireland, by the great authority on Irish Genealogy;+ but the first 
mention of the Dfonsells in more recent ages in the neighbourhood of -Limerick occurs in a history 
of the Siege of Balyally Castle, nenr Ennis, in 1641, against the O'Gradys, to which Siege we 
have referred in our note on the O'Grady family,$ the Seneshal being WilliamMonsell. Thomaa 
the son of Samuel Monsell of Tervoe, married first the daughter of William Burgh, of the ancient 
Dromkeen family-by whom he had a son who d. unm.-He married secondly in 1751, Dvmpbna, 
sbter of Edmond Viscount Pery, and speaker of the Irish House of Commons-and by her was 

The Maunsell family has been also one of high respectability in Limerick. Richard Maunsell, 
Esq., represented the City of Limerick in Parliament h 1741, and died in 1770-he was grand- 
son of Colonel Thomasll Bfaunsell, who no gallantly defended the Castle of Maccollop, in the 
County of Waterford against Cromwell's forces in 1650, as mentioned in the inscription on hi 
tombstone in the Churchyard there. Thia family is descended from William Bfaunsell, the thud 
and youngest son of the celebrated Johs Maunsell, Chief Justice and Chancellor of England. 
Provost of Beverley, &C., temp. Henry 111. Walter Maunsell held, whie he lived, the Capital 
Serjeancy of the County of Limerick, temp. Edward 11. Thomas Mauusell of Chicheley, (Eng- 
land), son of Thomas Maunsell who died AD. 1582, was ancestor of all the Maccollop family and 
of different other branches of the family who now reside in Ireland as well as of the Maunsells of 
Thorpe-Bfalsor, in the County of Northampton. Thomas was born 17th April, 1577, and early 
entered the Navy, in which he distinguished himself against the Spanish Armada, he retired 
from active service in 1609, for in the summer of that year he received an order from the Privy 
Council to the Lord Deputy to all Governors, CaptainsBtc., to furnish him with every protection 
and assistance in selecting a place in which to reside. The following is a copy of the order ; the 

f Sir Bernard Burke's Landed Gentrj- of Ireland. 
$ See pp. 59-60. 
U Ferrar in his History of Limerick erroneously states that it was Colonel Bichard Maunsell. 
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Shannon divided it from Athlunkard, in the county of Clare. Park Bridge 
was built about the year 1798.' The building of Athlunkard Bridge, which 

father of Colonel William Thomas Monsell of Tervoe who sat in the Irish Parliament, born in 
1755, who married in 1776, IIannah, daughter of Amos Strettle, Esq., and by her had, with four 
daughters, Dymphna, married to Thomas Ellis, Esq. M.P. for Dublin ; Haunah, married to Thomas 
Wilson, Esq., Diana, died unmarried, and Frames, married to Sir Hunt Walsh, Bart., William, 
Bi heir, Amos died unmarried, Thomas in holy orders and Archdeacon of Derry, married Jane 
Rae, and had a daughter Diana, and three sons, John, married to Miss Anne Waller of Castletown ; 
William ; and Charles Henry, married to the Hon. Harriet O'Brien, sister of Lord Inchiquin ; 
Wiliiam Monsell, Esq., of Tervoe, born in 1778, married in 1810, Olivia, eldest daughter of Sir 
John Allen Johuson Walsh, Bart., and died in 1822, leaving an only son, the present Right Hon. 
William Monsell of Tervoe, a member of the Privy Council, Colonel of the County of 
Limerick Regiment of Militia-Vice-Lieutenant and Member of Parliament for the County of 
Limerick, High Sheriff in 1835-Late Clerk of the Ordnance, when he reorganised the war de- 
partment in conjunction with Lord Panmure, and President of the Board of Health, born 21st 
September, 1812, married 11th August, 1836, Lady Anna Maria Charlotte Wyndham Quin, 
only daughter 2nd Earl of Dunraven, and by her (who died 7th January, 1855), had issue a son 
and heir, William, horn in BIarch, 1841, died 1845. Mr. Monsell married secondly, 1867, 
Berthe, youngest daughter of the Count de Montigny, younger brother of the Marquis de Monti- 
guy, and has a son born 5th March, 1848, and daughter Margt. Tervoe desmesne contains about 
600 acres, and adjoins the famous Castle of Carrigogunnell, which is also on the estate of Mr. 
Monsell, is about three miles from Limerick, and is beautifully situaled on the river Shannon below 
the city, from which there is a fine view of its picturesque woods, and of the excellent family 
mansion, of one of the most estimable of gentlemen, who in every relation of life, public and 
private, has won and retains the very best affections of every class and party. 

original vas destroyed when Joseph Maunsell's house was burned down, mho resided in the 
County of Galway :- 

Cqg of Document given to Captain Thorns JfaunseU, RN.  
ARTHUR CHICHESTER, 

BY THE LORD DEPUTIE. 
Wee greete you well, whereas this gent. Captaine Thomas Maunsell, is come into this King- 

dome wth: entent to take a viewe and enforme himselfe of the porta and most convenient places 
for him to settle in, and especially in the Province of Ulster and some ptes. of Connaught, to 
wch. ende he brought unto us lerea of recomendatons in hi hehalfe from the Us. of h% Matie. 
most honorable Privie Councell wch. wee received t h i  day signefiinge hi Matie. and theire 
pleasures in that hehalfe. These are, therefore, to wille and require you and every of you his 
Maties. officers, mynisters, to take notice hereof and not only to suffer and p'mitt the said Cap- 
taine above named, wth. his servanta peaceablie and qnietlie to pass hy you to and fro as he 
shall have occasion to veowe, searche, and enquire as aforesaid ; but also to bee aydinge, com- 
portynge, and assistinge unto him wth. post horses and guydes from place to place in his 
travell, and if neede require to give hime the best knowledge and furtherance you may in you 
owne mons for effectinge his desire according to his Bstie. and the 11s. pleasure unto a s  signefied 
as aforesaid whereof you and exvery of yop may not fayle as you will answer the contrary a t  
vour p'rlls,. given at  Mdefant, this 28th of July, 1809. 
ko all Governors, Captaines, Maiors, Sherefes, Justices of Peace, Headborowes, Constables, and 

to all other his Mats. officers and lovinge subjects to whome it shall or may app'aine. 
GEO. SEXTEN. 

He nettled in the County of Cork, a t  Derrivillane. John, a fourth son of his a Captain in 
the Life Guards and settled first ia IreIand, was ancestor to theMaunsells of Ballyhrood and 
Thorpe-Malsor. Mrs. Alphra &faunsell, the mother qf a nnmerous family, having resided for 
some time in England, returned to Ireland and resided with her son John at Ballyvorneen, near 
Caherconlish, where she died prior to 1662. She was buried in the Church of Caherconliih 
where the following memorial was erected to her by her so3 :- 

Here lyeth the Bodye of ALPHRA MAUNSELL, 
My dear Motber, daughter of Sir W X i m  Cragford of Kent; 

Here also lyeth my dear Wife, MARY MAUNSELL, 
Daughter of George Booth, Esq., of Cheshire ; 

And of my sister ALPHRA PEACOCK; and of her 
X. Daughter ANNE PEACOCK. 

Erected by me JOHN U U N S E L L ,  ESQ., and 
Intended for myself and reat of my family 

Tbis 12th October, 1662. 
The Naunsells fought througbout for the Royalit cause in the person of Charles I. and on 

the restoration obtained grants of land in the counties and liberties of Limerick, Galway, and 
City and County of Waterford. Thomas Bfaunsell of Annaghrostin, County Limerick, was one 
of the Commissionem of the Peace for Limerick, and appointed May loth, 1688. He died 
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is of five arches, was commenced in June, 1826, and finished in December, 
1830 at a cost of £7000. I t  has a toll gate at the city side, but the income 
from the tolls, which are set up each year to auction produces in the year 
1865 about £200, a sum not at all equal to dis charge the interest on the 
money advanced for the structure. There never was a toll on Park Bridge.' 
On a stone on the west side of the bridge is this inscription :- 

I THIS BRIDGE I 
WAS DESIGNED AND BUILT 

BY 

JAMES AND GEO. RWHD. PAINE, 

ARCHITECTS. 
Commenced, Finished, 
June, 1826. Decr. 1830. 

I n  the year 1830 an Act of Parliament (11 Geo. IV., c. 126) was passed 
for rebuilding Ball's Bridge,' than which t.here have been few, if any, more 
ancient bridges in Ireland. This bridge, for which there had been three or 
four proposals, was given to Messrs. Paine to build at a cost of £600. I t  has 
one arch of 70 feet span, with a rise of 15 feet. It bears the following 
inscription on one of the parapets :- 

THIS BRIDGE WAS ERECTED BY VIRTUE OF AN 
ACT OF THE XI. OF GEO. IV. 

THE RT. HON. THOMAS SPRING RICE, M.P. 
FOR THE CITY OF LIMERICK. 

C O a E N C E D  TAKING DOWN THE OLD BRIDGE, NOVEMBER, 1830. 
THE NEW BRIDGE FINISHED, NOVEMBER, 1831. 

JAS. AND G. PAINE, ARCHITECTS. 

unmarried and was the first of hi family who was buried in St. John's Church in the C i t ~ .  of 
Limerick, where the family vault has continued, He served the office of Sheriff of the County 
Limerick in 1697. 

Richard Maunsell, Esq., who was M.P. for Limerick from 1740 to 1761, represented the 
familv after the death of his brother, Joseph, of Cahir. Co. Galway. Richard Maunsell left 
sever& sons ; hi eldest son, Thomas, was senior King's Counsel, was M.P. for Elmallock, and 
he left three sons, Thomas Maunsell, Esq., of Plassy, who was M .P. for Edwardstown, Co. 
Kilkenny, for 16 years ; and Robert Maunsell, Esq. of Bank Place, whose two sons, living in 1865, 
Henry Bfaunsell, Esq., J.P., and Lieut.-General Frederiek Maunsell, represent the families in 
both county and city of Limerick. The late Archdeacon Maunsell of Limerick is represented by 
Lieutenant-Colonel William Naunsell, East Kent Militia, of Northamptonshire family, where his 
brother, Colonel Thomas Maunsell, represented Northamptonshire for several years, and retired 
in consequence of old age. 

1 A curions clause in all the old leases of the Corhally tenants states that they shall have an 
abatement of £2 per acre in the rental of their lands should Park Bridge at  any time go out of 
repair. The rents were raised when the Bridge was erected, and the landlord was obliged to 
keep the Bridge in repair, &c. The rental of Corbdy in 1865 is 8 6  : 16 : 6 an acre. Since the 
passing of the Athlunkard Bridse Act, Park Bridge has been one of the approaches to Athlnn- 
kard Bridge, and has ceased to be a private bridge, and the roadway over i t  is maintained by 
the Athlnnkard Bridge Commissionera 

3 The locality of Ball's Bridge was celebrated in old times for a hard fought conflict between 
the O'Briens and John de Burgo, commonly called John of Galway; and less than a century 
ago was a fashionable promenade. 

There is no bridge the origin of which, as far as  I am aware, so little is known as of Ball's 
Bridge-even the name itself of the bridge is uncertain; in Irish i t  is called bpehp meal 
tln~et)egi~, viz. "the Bald Bridge of Limerick." In White's MSS. i t  is written, the Bald Bridge, 
(baM meaning without parapets, which it probably was), and in White's AISS it is written in 
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On a stone tablet on the other parapet of the bridge, is the following 
inscription :- 

p- p 

THE ANCIENT BRIDGE OF FOUR ARCHES 
WHICH OCCUPIED THIS SITE, WAS TAKEN DOWN, 

AND THIS BRIDGE ERECTED AT THE EXPENSE OF 

THE NEW LIMERICK NAVIGATION COMPBNY, 
INCORPORATED 1830. 

CHAS. WYE WILLIAMS,ESQ., CHIEF DIRECTOR 
JAS. AND G. R. PAINE, ARCHITECTS. 

Old B a r s  Bridge was a structure of four arches, the land ones having 
sprung from the Quay walls, Where the abutments of the present arch stand 
was formerly part of the water course. During the time that Limerick was 
a fortress within the limit of the town wall, (it then having consisted of the 
English and Irish towns only) the inconvenience of the limit of ground to 
build on was much experienced. To meet this difficulty in part, the Earl of 
Shannon to whom the bridge belonged permitted the building of two ranges 
of houses on it, which so contracted the roadway that it was almost impassa- 
able. After the Siege and surrender of the City to King William's troops, 
the houses on the east side were purchased and taken down by Act of Parlia- 
ment, which was a great improvement. The range on the west side, which 
were a good class of shops in their day> remained until the bridge was re- 
moved in 1830. The New Bridge, now Mathew Bridge crosses the Abbey - 

river also.' 
One of the great wants which the New Town continued to suffer from 

was that of a sufficient supply of water for domestic use, &c. Though in the 
immediate proximity of a superabundance of the vivifying stream, there was no 
means hitherto of bringing it to the houses of the citizens. Mr. R. Leadbetter, 
an engineer made an estimate for supplying the desideratum by means of sub- 
terranean pipes. The estimate was lodged in the office of the Clerk of the 
Peace on the 9th of January, in 1825, and it amounted to the sum of 

Latin Pons Calvus. I t  is also written Baal's Bridge. I t  was known in the fourteenth century, 
and is quartered, as already stated, on the Galway arms, in reference to the battle that was fought 
on it in 1361, in which John of Galway was the victor. I t  ia mentioned in the Hibernia Pacata 
as the Ye Bridge, and in old maps printed in Lepden in the seventeenth century, as the Thye 
Bridge. I t  was a quaint old structure-a sort of old London Bridge in miniature-with its 
old-fashioned houses on both sides, its shops, &c. Tradition speaks of i t  as having been origi- 
nally built, in far distant time, by one Bad, whom St. Patrick converted to Christianity when 
at  Singland. I t  h a  been frequently the subject of legislative enactment, and in the Acts of 
parliament it is called Baal's Bridge. 

1 I t  should be remarked of the "New Bride," where the Mathew bridge now stands, of which 
we have already treated in a previous chapter, that what was formerly called the New Bridge stood 
onthe site d what is now called the Mathew bridge, forming a direct'communication between 
Quav-lane and Bank-place. Previous to its erection in 1762 for some years, there was a ferry esta- 
biisged. I t  waa a bridge of three arches, the centre one forty-one feet wide, being so much larger 
than the other two particularly in height, that it was found from the steep incline of the road-way 
a t  both sides of the catre. or crown of the middle arch, not alone to be inconvenient for trafic, . . 

but in frosty weather actually dangerous. It was for thw reason, (though quite sound in preser- 
vation, as the year-it was finished), taken down and rebuilt. Like the old Ball's bridge, the land 
arehe4 aprung from the Quay walls, so that what now forms the abutments of Mathew bridge, 
was formerly part of the water course of the New bridge. There were two iron lamp-posts set 
opposite each other on thecentre of this bridge, which were made fast to the parapets. From their 
construction they were found to answer the purpose of a gallows, and were used by the authorities 
in the rebellion of 1798, fur banging purposes. 

&43,333 6s. It was proposed to have two reservoirs of masonry, containing 
600,000 gallons of water, with an engine of 40 horse power, (or 200 men) 
for filling the reservoir from the Shannon. The Water Works Company 
which undertook this gigantic work, obtained an Act of Parliament (6 Geo. 
IV. c. 172)) in the course of the same year, and the project was speedily 
completed to the entire satisfaction of the citizens. The reservoir was 
made on the pIace traditionally known as CromweUJs Fort, and close by 
those remarkable localities which in the civil wars, from the time of the 
Danes and downwards, have been famous as the field of sanguinary battles.' 

This was an age of speculation and improvement, , as well as of political 
excitement caused by the intense struggle for the obtainment of civil and 
religious liberty. An Act was obtained for the purpose of accomplishing 
the Railway from Limerick to Carrick-on-Suir, in the year 1826, (7 Geo. IV. 
c. 139). The project was not realized at  this time; nor was it perfected 
until the year 1848, when the Iine of railway was opened between Limerick 
and Tipperary, and afterwards to Waterford in October, 1854.. The opening 
of this railway has been followed within very few years by the extension of 
several other important lines of communication between Limerick and Dub in, 
also Cork, and and more recently nearly every one of the in te rmedia tdns ,  
to Castle Connell, opened 28th of August, 1858-Ennis, opened viz. :- 
17th of January, 1859, to CIare Castle and afterwards to. Ennis-total 
length to Ennis 24% miles.-Foynes, opened October, 1859, total length, 
26 one-eighth miles.--Cork direct, opened 1st of August, 1862.-Dublin 
by Nenagh, opened October 5th) 1863, and to Bird Hill Junction, joining 
the Castle Connell and KillaIoe line, in June, 18641.-Rathkeale and New- 
castle, length 10 miles, opened in 1865 ; an extension of this line is pro- 
poseclto Listowel in the county Kerry, length 22 miles. The amount of 
capital invested in these lines of Railway is enormous. 

Waterford and Limerick line . . . . . , . . . 81,237,759 
Castle Connell ... . . . . . .  ... 82,333 
Ennis . . . .,. ... ... . . . 285,000 
Foynes ... ... . . . ... ... 175,000 
Cork direct . . . . . . ... . . . 133,000 
Rathkede and ~ewcastle '  ' . . . . . . . . . 66,000 

Not including the Nenagh line, the amount of capital 
invested in these lines represents a figure of . . . 81,919,092 

An extension of the Ennis line to Galway, joining the Midland line at 
Athenry, is in course of construction this year 1865, capital, 266,000, 
length, 36 miles. The traffic between Limerick and Dublin by Railway waa 
opened on the 4th of May, 1848. The effect of these railways on tr&c is 
worthy of notice.% 

In 1859 these works were further extended under the inspection of RW.  Mylan, Esq., Engineer, 
of London, np to which year the city had bat a supply of water every alternate day, when the 
works were placed under the local direction of M. R. Ryan, Esq. J.P. Limerick is a t  present 
(1865) well supplied with water, as besides the Corporation street fountains, others have been 
erected by private gentlemen at  the railway terminus, on the Quay and in Athlunkard street, 
by M. B. Ryan, Esq. William Jlalwmson, Esq. &c. 

2 Some particulars as to travelling will be of interest here :-Until about the year 1760 there 
was no public mode of conveyance between Dublin and Limerick or any other two cities in 
Ireland. The Country was then much nnder wood, the roads few and indifferent, and travelling 
on them very dangerous, wnsequent on their being infested with highwaymen who lived by 
plander, and were totally reckless of Iife when it suited their purpose. To meet these diiculties 
it was a fixed arrangement for persons going to Dublin from Limerick to travel in company, a 
particular day being decided on to leave, it was posted on a sheet which was placed over the 
mantel -piece in the coffee room in Quay-lane, and those who intended travelling affixed their 
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Sir Joseph Barrington, Bart., a name inseparably interwoven with the 

history of these times in Limerick undertook in 1829, with his sons Mat- 
thew (afterwards Sir Matthew), Daniel, Croker, and Samuel to found a 
charitable institution for the relief of the poor of their native city. An 
Act of the legislature was obtained in the year after, (11th Geo. IV. c. 
72), constituting the Hospital for the County and City of Limerick. By 
this Act the Mayor is an ex-officio governor of the hospital, which is other- 
wise unconnected with the Corporation, though for a period commencing in 
1854, a certain number of the Corporation mere appointed on the Committee 
or board of Directors, the Corporation at this time and afte

r

wards until 1864, 
contributing to its funds ; but as the Corporators could not vote at  any of 
the meetings of the Committee or Board, they declined to act on the Com- 
mittee; they deemed their presence at the Board useless and nugatory. 
The hospital was opened for the reception of patients on the 5th of November, 
1831. It is sitxated on George's-quay, on the site of the old main guard house, 
is of cut stone, presenting a handsome front, surmounted by an illuminated 
clock, and for a long time the only one of the kind to be seen the south of 

names to it. On the day appointed they all set out well armed, and provided with the best 
means they could travel by. The journey being then performed in five days, (the same horses 
being used all through), unless the weather proved very unfavourable. About this time a 3tage 
coach was started which left weekly, taking its departure from what was called the Head Inn 
in Cornwallis street. This house is still stazding, and is situated at  the left hand side as one walks 
from William street to John's Church, about midways in the street, and will be easily known 
from its having a hall door in the centre and windows at  either sides of it, and it was here as 
already stated that Nrs. Siddons and the actresses and actors who, frequented Limerick, lodged 
The coach then proceeded by John's-square, through the Irish town, over Ball's bridge, through 
the English town, over Thomond bridge, and thence by Killaloe, pawing over part of Keeperhill 
in its riute to Dublin. 

This Coach wbicb was called the Fly accomplished the journey with punctuality in four days. 
In  some years after the travelling was greatly improved by using a lighter built coach, and 
having the relays of horses ready harnessed when it arrived at  the different stages, instead of 
using the same set of harness all through, which was attended with great loss of time and incon- 
venience ; with these and other improvements the journey was made in three days, the coach 
that prformed it being called the Balloon, from what was then considered its rapid movement. 
An experience of twents years having pointed out much that was wrong with both the Fly and 
Balloon, resulted in further alterations and improvements amongst them the route was changed, 
and the road newly constructed. Instead of going over Thomond bridge and by Killaloe, the 
coach proceeded by Clare-street, and direct to the town of Nenagh, changes so happy in the 
result that the journey to Dublin was then performed in two days, and ultimately in one, but 
to accomplish this, there was an early start and a late arrival. In the present days of comfort- 
able and expeditious travelling by rail this sketch of the past may appear exaggerated, but this 
is not the case ; about the period referred to, 1760, the roads in Ireland werevery few and badly 
engineered (if this term be at  all applicable) no care having been taken to avoid hills or cut 
through them ; they were also indifferently constructed and so ill cared that in bad weather parts 
of th& were almost impassable. 

The coach first started (the Fly) was very large andheavy in construction, great strength 
being necessary for the work it had to go through. The horses too were harnessed after the same 
style, many unnecessary straps and buckles being used, which were afterwards dispensed with, 
When stage coaches were first established, and for some years after, the mails were conveyed 
from Limerick to Dublin three times a week, being small (usually letters only and comparatively 
few) ; they were carried in saddle bags placed at either side of a horse which was ridden by a 
courier who travelled a fixed distance, usually ten miles; the charge was then handed over to a 
freqh man and horse, and so on until they reach their destination, which however could not - 
always be relied on, 'h highwaymen sometimes interfered, the great preventative to which was 
avoiding to enclose anything of value that could be made available. The application of steam 
power for propelling ships being at  this time unknown, the mails between England and Ireland 
were conveyed inJoops, the sailing of which being controlled by the wind made their arrival 
very irregular. The gentleman who started the Fly between Limerick and Dublin was a Mr. 
~u6hann;n of Thomond Gate. 

I have already given in Chapter XLVIII. some particulars relative to the rise and progress of 
the great car establishment of Charles Bianconi, Esq., D.L The further and fuller particulars of 
the state of that estsblishment, which had its first connection with Limerick, have been furnished 
to me by Mr. Bianconi, cannot fail to be of deep interest to the readera of this History :- 
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Ireland.-The Barrington family expended H0,000 on it. 

Clonmel &Limerick l815 
Do. an$ Thurbs 1816 
Do.& Waterford, 

1 0  o'clock 18IG 
Do. and Ross 1818 

Waterford and 
Wexford 1819 

Do.&Enniscorthy 1819 
Clonmel&Waterford' 

liegulator 1820 
Do. & Do. 

Telegraph 1821 
Do. and Cork 1821 
Do. & Kilkenny 1821 

Kilkenny & Water- 
ford 1832 

CIonmel & Thurles 1822 
Tlmles B Kilkenny 1822 
Roscrea&Portumna 1822 
Tipperary Ss Cashel 1824 
\Vaterford and 

Duugnrvan 1824 
Wexford Mail 1825 
Thurles and Roscrea 1826 
Tipperary andClon- 

mel, 3 o'clock 1828 
Do. Do. Night 

Nail 1828 
Limerick and Cork 1830 
Cionmei and Dun- 

garvan 183 L 
Athlone &Longford 1831 
Waterford and 

Kilkerny 1831 
Birr andBallinasloe 1831 
Sligo and Longford 1832 
Limerick andTralee 1833 

Do. & Do. Coach 1833 
Ross and Crrlow 1833 
Galway and Tuam 1833 
Limerick & Galway 1834 
Kilkenny and 

Mountmellick IS35 
KiUarney and 

Caherciveen 1836 
TraIee and Do. 1836 
Rallioasloe and 

Westport 1836 
Do. and Gdway 1836 

~ t c h e l s t o w n  and 
Mallow 1837 

Longford and 
Castleres 1837 

Galwq andclifden, 
9 30 o'ClocL 1837 

I h e r i c k  and Kil- 
larney 1839 

Ballinashe and 
Athlone I839 1 

I ~ s  and Fethard 1840 

1849 '~ongford & Ballina 
1849 Clonmel & Roscrea 

Ennis & Ballinastoe 
1853 Ballina & Belmullet 
1836 Mullingar and 

Longford 
1839 Westport Mail 

----- 
Sligo Nail 

1853 Sligo Day 
Longford & Ballina 

1853 Mail Caach 
1853 Mullingar and Gal- 
1854 way Mail 

Do. and Do. Day 
1851 Waterford &Goold's 
1841 Cross 

Templemore and 
1857 Athlone 
1847 Clonmel & Goold's -I 

l Cross - Athlone & Ballina 
1846 Galway and Boyle 
1842 Athlone and Ros- 

common 
1852 Galway &Westport 

. Limerick & Tipper- 
L849 ary 
1849 Galway andclifden 

Nail - limerick and Ennis - Mail 
Sligo and Sttabane 

L853 Sligo & Enniskillen - Sligo and Westport 
L8Gl Kilkenny BDurrow - Athenry and West. 
L853 port, Car 
L847 Vaterford and 
L860 Maryborough - Limerick andEnnis, 

1852 ITI Eiilarney J", & Mallow Do. 

- Longford & Ballina - ~trabane  and Let- 
terkenny 

853 Bandon and Skib- 
853 hereen, W 

Bandon and Skib- 
858 bereen, Day 

Ballinasloe and 
851 Ballybrophy 

Oranmore andEnnis 
Enniskillen and 

Omagh 
B53 Do.andBundoran 

Castlerea & Balliia 
351 Westport andSwin- 
356 ford 

The total number of miles traversed daily, was 6324. - This mark shorn where the cars or coaches continue to ply in 1865. 

4 79 

By the Act of 
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Parliament all donors of a sum not less than twenty guineas are constituted 
Governors for life ; and every person who shall subscribe and pay any sum not 
less than three guineas annually, to be an annual Governor. Subscribers of 
two guineas to have power to recommend two patients, and of five guineas, 
five patients annually. The hospital contains in 1865, 45 beds; patients 
are only admitted on the ticket of a Governor, unless in case of persons 
accidentally injured, who are always immediately received. A Committee of 
Management is elected annually from among the Governors, on the second 
Monday in the month of January. 

The Hospital is capable of containing l20 beds; it has an annual income 
of $100 from rents of houses in Mary-street,_from the city Dispensary, 
which is accommodated with a portion of the hospital, and from the Mont 
de Pikte,' Subscriptions from Government, and others, £45 a year ; Anne 
Bankes's Bequest £30 a year; the Bequest of the late Marquis of Lans- 
downe, the interest of 85000 : in all about £300 a year. 

In  seasons of severe epidemic, as at the outbreak of the cholera morbus in 
1832, the hospital was of incalculable benefit to the citizens, as it has been 
also in all cases of accidents, whenever immeiiiate relief is demanded by the 
sufferer. I t  is supplied with a large broad room in which there is a well 
painted portrait of the founder, surrounded by his sons, projecting the 
charity. The Board Room is furnished with surgical apparatus, a library 
for medical reference, and a remarkably well-executed picture of the Bar- 
rington family, founders of the Hospital, which was painted by Cregan, Pre- 
sident of the Royal Hibernian Academy. There are two other pictures in the 
Hospital, one, of the Good Samaritan, and the other, of Christ healing the 
Sick, which were painted by John Murphy, a young Limerick artist, and 
protegee of Sir Matthew Barrington, in London. I t  would be a great pity 
that so deserving an institution should decay or fail from want of spirited 
support. In  addition to the hospital, the late Sir Matthew Barrington pro- 
jected, and in 1837, built a Mont de Pihte or charitable Pawn office, which 
while it existed gave relief by way of loan or pledge at a very moderate rate 
of interest. The Mont de Pikte which was founded on the plan of those of 
the same name in Italy, France, Belgium, &c,,. has ceased since 1845, to have 
an existence as such ; it is built in close proxmity to the hospital, and is an 
object of architectural ornament to the city. Since 1847 it has been converted 
into a police barrack. Sir Matthew Barrington's intention in building the 
Mont de Pidte was that the profits which he anticipated would arise from it, 
should be allocated to the exigencies of the hospital,which even in its incipiency 
did not meet with the sup ort which it merited. He placed an active manager 
over the Mont de Pidte, put though debentures varying fmm £5 to g500, 
bearing interest at the rate of six per cent were freely taken, by which its 
capital was created; it did not realise the sanguine expectations of its bene- 
volent and enterprising founder. From 1837 to 1840, the gross profit was 
g3940 10s. %&d. The total number of pledges received since the opening 
of the establishment up to March 19th, 1841, was 460,895 ; the amount 
lent on pledges in the four years above stated was %78,595 9s. ad.-the 
amount received for released articles, $71,005 8s. 7d. Sir Matthew Bar- 
rington had awther design in establishing this institution, namely that 
the humbler classes who have been in the habit of frequenting pawn offices 
should not pay the higher rate of interest on loans which are charged in private 
establishments. In  the palmiest days, however, of the Mont de Pidte there 

1 Now and since *ember, 1847, George's Quay Police Barrack. 
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were twenty licensed p? offlces in Limerick, and the business in such 
establishments has not declined, nor has the number of them lessencd, on 
the contrary it has gone on increasing since then. The Mont de Pi&tc like 
other useful local institutes, fell from its original purposes in consequeim 
of gross neglect. It forms rather a remarkable object, even yet, with its 
cupola, pillars, railing, and small grass enclosure. 

C H A P T E R  L I .  

TEE S'l!RUGG)tE POB EMILNCIPATlON.+iIE C U R S  ELECTION.-WILNCIPA- 
TI0N.-BE3aaBKABLE EVEHT9.-GXJNPOWDBR EXPLOSION.-PAELUNErPTAEY 
aEFOXP-MUNICIPAL aEPORK.-DEATH OF WILLIAM 1V.-PHX)CLAMATION 
OF QUEEN VICTORIA.-A G E N E U  ELECTION. 

TEE limits to which we are necessarily confined will not permit us to do 
more than take a rapid glance over a wide field of events, commencing with 
1825, in the last month of which year the Bight Rev. Dr. John Rym was 
consecrated Catholic Bishop of Limerick in St. John's old Chapcl, by 
the Most Rev. Dr. Laffan, Archbishop of Cashel and Emly ; and passkg 
on through the struggle for Czrtholic Emancipation-the glorious V~C~OFY 
in Clare in 1828--the remarkable contemporadeous events, and those 
which followed-the agitation for a repeal of the denationalising act of Union, 
for Parliamentary and for Corporate reform-the triumph of the popular 
cause, the temperance movement, the growth of manufactures, &C., until we 
arrive at the last portion of our work, intended to illustrate the civil and 
military history of Limerick. In a subsequent part of the History, devoted 
to the Bishops, the Churches, the Religious Houses, the list of Mayors, and 
the enumeration of the charters, &C., granted to the Corporation, we shall 
supply what may possibly be omitted in these chapters. I t  is true that the 
history of the three great movements for Emancipation, Reform, and Free 
Trade, is still to be written in formal book shape, but the leading circum- 
stances connected with these movements are so much identiiled trith the 
general history of Ireland, that a mere passing reference to them is all that 
will be expected in this History. 

There was m city in Ireland for which OTonnell had entertained more 
affection than for Limerick ; it was in Limerick, in 1821, that he issued two 
of his most remarkable letters in reference to the controversy vhich he then 
had with Mr. Sheil on the. subject of Mr. Plunket's Bill in reference to the 
Catholic Clergy. These letters appeared in a local journal, which has long 
since ceased to exist.' It was in Limerick that he ordered the waiter of the 
bar mess to take the shoes of Mr. Madahon (afterwards SirWilliarn McMahon, 
Master of the Xolls,) from the fire-place, where they had been put inside the 
fender to air by an obsequious barrister, O'Connell stating, in the presence 



of M'Mahon,' that they ought to be kicked out of the room, an expression for 
which M'Mahon applauded him.' Some of his best speeches were delivered 
at  Catholic mectings hcld in L imer i~k ,~  and at  the Court House in the 
dcfcnce of prisoners. He  lodged, during his periodical visits, at the 
house No. 6, Putrick-street, then occupied by Mr. Sheehaa, a saddler, 
wlicre he was constantly besieged by attorneys and clients ; and his 
appcarancc, as hc wnllml with a thorough air of complete independence, 
" kicking the wodd bcfore him,"" and from Court, or through the city, 
always attracted a large and enthusiastic crowd of admirers. Going to or 
returning from his bcloved mountain home in Kerry, he usually rested for 
a night in Limcrick ; and it was his usual habit on these occasions to address 
thc throngs by whom his carriage was ever surrounded, when he never began 
a sl)ccch without, in the first place, attacking the local Tory journal, and 
asking, Ilow is Andy Watson?" its proprietor. He retained a strong 
hold on the affections of the citizens up to the very last visit which he 
paid to Limcrick, which was tonwds the close of the summer of 1546, 
when, brcalii~g down in health, and sorely disappointed in hope, he was 
no loligcr the cloquent and enthusiastic orator that he hod been. During 
thc Clare clcction, in 1S28, Limerick was as it wcre the centre of 
operations of O'Conncll and his friends. The citizens were absolutely 
wild with cscitcmcnt. As O'Conncll proceeded to Clare, to open that great 
county, ,znd strike the final blow for Catholic freedom, the entire population 
of Liiucrick bccame well nigh frantic in their demonstrations in favor of the 
causc in which thc nation and its avowed leader had embarked. 

Thc rcturn of O'Conncll for Clare was an achievement hitherto unparalleled 
in history-it was t l ~  cutting of the g o r b n  knot which could not be untiedJ 
and the cutting of that knot with the sword of the constitution. The 
immense military force with which Limerick had been filled, and which 
occul~ied cvcry village and hamlet in Clare, had no effect in controlling the 
feelings of the people : it no more overawed them than did the frowns md 
threats of a bailled and beaten aristocracy. Every barony in Clare gave a 
majority to the Man of the People, over the nominee of the aristocracy, Mr. 
Vesey Fitxgcrald; and when, at  the close of the poll on the 2nd of JulyJ 
1828, the IIigh Sheriff dcclarcd that there mere 2027 votes recorded for 
Daniel OJConncll, and only 036 votes for his opponent, giving to the former 

1 The late Sir WiIlhm MLMahon, Master of the Rolls, was brother of Brajer-General SW 
Thomas JI6AIuhon, Bart. K.C.B. oommanding at Pertsmonth. Sir William was born 12th 
Jdy ,  1776, and married in Nay 1807, Frances, daughter of Beresford Bursten, Esq. King's 
Counsel, by whom he had issue two sons, and having married again in 1814, Charlotte, 
sister of Sir Eobert Shaw, Bart. has had issue four 80- and three daughters. He was 
cteatcd a Baronet, 6th BIay, 1815, with the rank of Privy Councillor, and the office of 
B1.1stcr of the Rolls, in which he succeeded John Philpot Curran. The deceased Baronet was 
saccccded in his title and estates by his eldest Son, Sir Beresford Bnrston MLMahen, Bsrt 
The father of Sir William M'BIahon was Comptroller of the port of Limerick.. 

2 Fagan's Life of O'Connell. a See O'Connell's Life, by hi Son, John O'Cennell. 
4 Crattnn's Sketch of O'connell. 

.Tames I.-Sgucl Johmon. Jas. I-Francis Cave. 
Charles I.- erce Arthur. chas. IL-Mountiford Weatropp. 
Will. 111.-Ilumphrey May. Anne-Benjamin Chetmode. 
Geo. 1.-Villiam Vestby. Geo. 11.-Daniel Carringten. 
Geo. 11.-John M'hlahon, Sen. and Jun. Geo. 111-Wm. U'Mahon, 23rd Sept. 1801. 
Elgnr Pagdcn was the Iaat Comptroller of the Cuetoms of Limerick, the office having been 

established in 16%. 

a majority of 1091, after a contest unequalled since the commencement of 
Parliamentary elections, the joy that diffused itself eveywhcre knew no 
bounds. On his return to Limerick from Clare on the Monday after his 
victory, O'Comell was escorted into the city by the congregated trades, with 
banners and heralds bearing wands wreathed with laurel. A vast concourse 
of people swelled to thousands the crowds by which his triumphal car was 
surrounded. He arrived at  his hotel in George's-street,' where he addressed 
the assembled myriads, demanding of them if cver before they had seen a 
Catholic member of Parliament ? He bestowed lavish abuse on the ministry, 
on the corporation of Limerick, as well as on that of Dublin; he denounred 
the local Tory press in unmeasured terms. IIe left town on thc 8th of July 
in a green barouche and four, loudly cheered, and accompmicd by "honest 
Jack Lawless." To shew the extent of the preparations mndc to quell the 
people by the Government at this time, t'ncre were brought into the Limcrick 
district a brigade of Artillery from Athlone, three troops of the Bays from 
Carlow, three troops of the third Dragoon Guards from Mayo and Galway, 
two companies of the 5th Foot from Athlone, three companies of thc 64th 
from Galway, 62nd Rcgiment from TempIemore, 75th ditto from Mullingar, 
in addition to an enormous strcngth of military that had been before this in 
Limerick and Clare. Many of these soldiers sympathised heartily with 
O'Connell and his cause, and dcclarcd their feelings in terms not to be 
mistaken. 

As a counterpoise to this victory, Brunswick Clubs nere now established 
everywhere throughout the country by the ascendancy party. At Rathkeale, 
a great meeting of the gentry of the county of Limerick took place, at  which 
a Brunswick Club was initiated, and of which Lord hluskerry became the 
President. At Charleville a club was likewise initiated. At Nenagh, 
the Tories of the Ormonds established a Club.2 A Protestant declaration, 
drawn up in Limerick in favor of Catholic claims, lay for a fortnight at  
the Commercial Buildings, and had not received a dozen signatures during 
that time. Liberal and Independent Clubs started up side by side 
with the Brv.nswick Clubs. It was action and counter action-plot and 
counter plot. The Order of Liberators, which k id  been established by 
O'Connell, who first spoke of his intention to that effect at the great Water- 
ford election in 1826, between Villiers Stwrt  and Lord George Beresford, 
received new accessions every day to its members. I n  the Catholic Associa- 
tion Richard Sheil thundered with Demosthenic fire, while '' Bully B ~ y t o n " ~  
fired from behind some " Codstitutional" Club, in sustainment of principles 
which had already become exploded. The faction feuds which had hitherto 
divided and destroyed the people, ceased in general reconciliations, particu- 
larly, between the factions in Limerick and in Tipperary, where on one 
occasion, during this year, 50,000 mcn assembled, and swore on the altar of 
their country that they never would fight again among themselves, an ewnt 
which more than any other struck terror into the hitherto dominant faction.' 

1 Then Moriarty's-afterwards Cruise's Royal Hotel, which he never laft without calling for 
Nrs. Cruise and thnnking her for her elegant hospitality. This hotel is nor  (1865) rented by 
Mr. John Joseph Cleary, and retains its high character. 

2 A powerful satire was composed on this club, and sung to the air of " Tally-i-ho in the 
morning." 

8 The Rev. Charles Boyten, F.T.C.D., a powerful speaker on the Protestant side. 
Such a reconciliation, which is well described in a contemporary ballad by John Bnnim, 

occurred again at Emly in the winter of 1862, when the Three Yesrs Old and the Four Tears Old 
Factions were reconciled by the Archbishop of Cashel, the Most 1:ev. Dr. Leahy, after a mission 
given in that parish bp the Eedemptorist Fathers of Limerick. 
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Emancipation could be no longer postponed ; and though O'bnnell could 
not take his seat in the House of Commons without an oath which he 
rejectcd with utter scorn, the Duke of Wellington and Sir Robert Peel 
discovered that i t  would be better policy to repeal that oath and concede 
Catholic claims, than risk a civil war. On Wednesday, the 18th of March, 
1829, the Relief 13iil was rcad a sccond time in the House of Commons by 
a majority of 180, and contemporaneously with the vote ft bill for the de- 
franchiscmcnt of the forty-shilling freeholders. It is not our purpose to 
depict the stntc of things by mhich this great victory was surrounded. The 
Clare clcction continned to be a thorn in the side of the Tories, and of the 
aristocracy. Mr. William Smith O'Brien, at the time, issued a manifesto, 
nliich gavc mortal offcnce to the friends of OIConnell, and which was 
followctl by a hostilc mccting betwcen Mr. O'Bricn and Mr. Stcele, the 
confitlaltial followcr of the Libcrator. The local memorabilia during these 
dnys of gignntic agitation, wcrc few and unimportant, absorbed, as the people 
appcar to have bccn, in the vortex which drew within its gaping jaws nearly 
cvcry other considcration. 

Ouc of the ficrccst cor~tcsts that had takcn place aftcr the Clare election, 
was that which occwrcd in the county of Limerick in 1830, when the can& 
ilatcs wrc? Coloncl OJCrady and Mr. Massy Dawson. Thc contest, as usual, 
1:iatrd scvcrtil dtiys; aud at the conclusion Colonel O'Grady hid a majority 
of 315 votcs on the gross poll.' In  two years aftermards-~. in 
Dccembcr, 1832, o coiitcstcil clcction took place in the county of Limerick, 
when tlicrc voted for Colonel Fitzgibbon, 1056 ; Colonel O'Grady, 1040 ; 
Godfrey Mussy, 760 ; Ale~nudcr N'Carthy, 751. 

1 The pnrticulars of this extra&dinary election, the names, &C., of the parties who were mixed 
np with.it, together with a number of songs and ballads, which were sung in the interest of 
Colonel O'Grady, appeared in a brochure printed in Limerick in this year, and being dedicatecl to 
Daniel D'Connell, i t  1s called Qninbus Mestrum-the Man-Mountain.* Some of the ballads were 
piquant. The following stnnzk of a jeu d'esprit ia a fair specimen of the entire. 

TIIE COALITION OF T H E  PEERS. 
AIR-" Old Erh.8 N& &kvnro&." 

Lnrds KIXGBTOX t a I l 4 n d  CLARE quite small, 
With MASSY, cold and hollow, 

Together came-a man to name, 
Their plots and schemea to follow.- 

Says MASSY, 'see, our choice must be 
' Where talent's not expected, 

' For oh ! the light of Genius bright, 
L I always have rejected.' 

Oh l the Blockheads, the proud and senseleas Blockhe&, 
To think again, that Free-born men 
Would bow to titled Blockheads." 

Lieutennnt-Colonel S. O'Grdy, who represented the county of Limerick in several parliaments, 
was tbe eldest son of Chicf Baron O'Grady. H e  joined the 7th Hussars early in lie, and on the 
return of Buonaparte from Ubn, he sailed, having then the rank of Lieutenant, with hi regi- 
ment for Brussels, to take part in the briUint series of manceuvres in  which Wellington was 
then engaged ; and which ultimately resulted in  the total downfall of the Emperor, and in his 
banishment to St. IIelena T h e  were few officers of the age and rank of W r d p  whose 
conduct was so a~mpicuons a t  so ear1 y a period, and so marked by the approbation of hi superiors. 
When Lieutenant Standish O'Grady, he was placed in command of the 7th Hussars a t  the desperate 
enterprise a t  Ueg.lppe,t the result of which was to m a r e  a ssfe counter-march for the British 
troops to the plniirs of Waterloo, where they were destined ao shortly afterwards to win b y  their 
valour imperishable fame. At  \Vaterloo, Lieut.-Colonel O'Grady again ditinguished himself, 
but nearly thirty years elapsed before a tardy recognition of his services promoted hi to the 

See Gulliver's Travels. 
t For the full particulars of thia action, and of the gallant conduct of O'Grady, W Captain 

Siborne's ilistorj- of Waterloo. 
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It is scarcely necessary to give details of these events, or of the misdeeds of 
the Corporation of Limerick, during the years that clspsed betmcen the 

position of Aide-de-camp to the Queen, with the consequent rank of full Colonel. A singular 
circumstance occurred a t  Genappe. The French soldiery charged the 7th IIussms with an 
irresistible and powerful body of lancers. Opposition on the part of O'Grady and hi9 war-worn 
followers was evidently useless, and the only chance of safety lay in getting into a iield a t  the 
side of the road, from which i t  was separated by a ditch full of mud and water, nearly three 
feet wide, and a bank a t  the other side, four feet high. O'Grady rode a beautiful white charg~r,  
steady in battle as a rock, and implicitly obedient to his master's voice. But never since the 
horse was foaled had threat or bribe been sufident to make him cross the most footy fcncc. 
Meanwhile, the French lancers approached rapidly ; a rush was made at  thc fcncc. Most of the 
horses took the leap in good English style ; and O'Grady's horse took it the most gallantlv of 
all! Those who failed to cross the fence werc butchered by the French. Colonel ~ ' ~ r k l y ,  
after the occupation of Paris, brought over the charger to whom he owed his life to Cahir- 
Guillamore, where a rich paddock was allotted to him for life. Efforts n-ere oltcn made by the 
young men of the family to compel the charger to jump somc trifling thinq, such as a stump of 
a tree, &c. But all to no purpose-the faichful charger made but the one leap in his lifc, and 
thereby saved his gallant master from a French lance-a second leap hc nevcr tricd, either 
before or after. Lieut.-Colonel O'Grady shortly afterwards retired on half-pay, as thc forty 
years' peace opened but few prospects for military promotion. He marricd in thc year 18% 
Gertrude, daughter of the Hon. Berkeley Paget, and niece of the Xarqnis of Anglcscn, the Ux- 
bridge of Waterloo, then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, by whom he had a nnmerous family. On 
the death, in 1840, of his father, the Chief Baron, who had been created n Viscount in 1831, 
Lieut.-Col. O'Grady succeeded to the title and estates as second Viscount Guillamore. 

Lieut.-Colonel O'Grady was engaged in a great numbcr of contested elcctions, and his family 
had the reputation (for good or far evil) of being the best clectioncerers in Ireland. Standish, 
second Viscount Guillamore, died in the year 1843, and was succeeded by his eldest son as third 
Viswunt. 

CAPTAIN THE HOHORABLE ADOLPIIUS VEXEXER.-In the above brief Liogmphical sketch, we 
have referred to the brilliant services with mhich Lieut.-Colonel O'Grady commenced his military 
career. Captain Vereker commenced his military life with services yet more brilliant ; but alas ! 
whiile the higheat honoes were opening before him, the cold hand of death was laid upon one 
who would have added another glorious name to- 

" Limer ieLthe  aurae ot heroes ; honor's crest ; 
B y  beauty gem'd ; Cueassia of the \Vest !" 

Captain Vereker was nephew of Colonel O'Grady, grandson of Colonel Vereker, of Colooney, 
and fifth son of the present Viscount Gort. B e  was born at  Roxborough, near Limerick, in the 
year 1833. I n  March, 1855, he was appointed to an ensigncy in the 20th Regiment, and 
resigned, as a necessary consequence, a n  office he held in the Ordnance Departmcnt, and a 
lieutenant's commission in the Gth West York Militia. R e  shortly afterwards sailed for the 
Crimea, and was ordered to assist in  the combined attack by the sea and land forces of the 
British and French against the Russian fortress of Kinburn. IIe took his turn with the other 
officers i n  the fatigues and dangers of the trenches a t  Sebastopol, while he held a t  the same time 
the position of Captain in the land transport service. Of his services at  this time, IIarte states, 
in the Official Army List, Captain Vereker, a t  the siege and fall of Sebastopol, from 3rd 
Sept. 185b, and also a t  the capture of Kinburn, Medal and Clas))-a Tur1:ish medd." 
At the close of the Crimean War he returned to England, where he was not destined to 
remain long, in  consequence of the Indian revolt and mutiny. On landing in India, he 
was embodied with the L'Selected Marksmen" of his regiment, who were generally cmploycd 
on all occasions where a emall European force was intended to operate ~ i t h  cru..hing effect 
agaipst the hosts of the mutineers. The first serious engagement in which he took pnrt 
was a t  Chauda where Brigadier Franks* defeated a body of mutineers, 33,000 strong, 
with twenty-five guns. He took an active part in the battles of Umeerporc and Sultanpore, 
and the storming of the fort of Dhowraha, and a vast number of minor operations. 110 
b e  a distinguished part in many other important and perilous operations. In the despntches 
giving!taccounts of this long series of brilliant operations, Vereker's name will often bo found 
mentioned in terms of the highest praise-a very rare thing in the case of a lieutcrmnt. The 
following is the o5cial statement in Harte's Army List of Vereker's ser~ices in thc Indian insur- 
rection :--U Served in the Indi-n Campaign of 1857-1859, with the selectcd marhsmcn of the 
regiment, in the actions of Chauda, Umcerpore, Sultanpore, fort Dhowmha, seige and capture of 
Lucknow, subsequent operations in Oude, and affairs a t  Churda ; fort of Musjeedia and Gnukce, 
as adjutant to a detachment. Served as orderly officer to Colonel Cornlick, commanding Gondir 
Columnl in the operations in the trans-Gogra, in March and April, 1855, and a.13 prtwnt at (11% 

Qaerc, a Limesick man ? 
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pcriod at  which we have arrived and the dissolution of that body by thc 
nicasnrc of Municipal Reform in 1841. The same names, with very fcw 
exceptions, constituted the common council; the same spolialion of the 
public rcvcnucs marked thcir proceedings ; the same reckless admission of 
frccmen was practiscd. The Mayor was largely rcimburscd for expenses: 
of whi:h tl~crc does not appear to have been ever a clear account given. 

At Adarc, in October, 1830,' the Duke of Northumberland, then on a 
visit to Lord Dunraven, was addressed by the Corporation, who proceeilcd 
to Adare Manor, headed by the Mayor, when the frcedam of the city was 
unanimously awarded to his Excellency, as also to Sir Edward Blakeney, 
Gcncrd Sir Charles Doyle, &c. Early in 1831, the Corporation aildressed 
thc &Impis of Anglesca on his accession to the Viceroyalty. 

I n  the latter part of the year 1882, an interesting event occurred which 
ought not to be omitted : an address, numerously and respectably signed, 
was at this time forwarded to Thomas Moore, Esq., the National 13:trd, 

1 This year (1830) saw the last of the sedan chairs. Bringing the judges fully robed to court 
in sedan chairs was an old custom in Limerick, only given up about the year 160% Sedan 
chairs wero much used by ladies going to balls, m d  were found a great convenience by day in 
bad wcnther. h sedan chair was an upholstered seat, completely covered in, with a door in 
front about five feet high, with glass in i t ;  outwardly it was covered with leather,* and was 
carried by two men between poles, who moved a t  a tolerabie pace, in a kind of trot, equal to 
perhaps four miles an hour. They continued in use until 1830, their stand being in George's 
street, near William-street, where tlicre were gener::lly eight or ten of them ranged. Forty 
years beforo their stand was a t  the Exchange, in blnry-street. 

affair of Mnchlcegam, attack on Cawnpore mutineers in Kookee jungle, and pnrsc, ' to Nagowar 
-mentioned in  despn(chesmetZn1 and elnsp." 

At tho conclnsion of the Indian revolt, Verelcer returned to England, and in Nov. 1860, obtuined 
his company. In  1863, 110 was again ordered to India; from whence he proceeded to China, and 
shortly afterwards, in consequence of the threatening aspect of affairs in Japan, he proceeded 
with his regiment to that Island. Captain Vereker was quartered a t  Pokohama, where his 
hcalth, which had suffered very much in China, rapidly improved. Late in September, hc 
dined with the Governor, Sir R. Aleock, and before he retired to rest he finished a letter to his 
relatives in England, written in thc highest spirits, nnd under the influence of the brightest 
prospects. I-To tloubtlcss felt, as he glanced a t  the brilliant staff by whom the Governor was 
surrounded, that few of his standing in the army had shared the glories of more well-won fields, 
and that tho time was not fat off when his seniority and services would entitle him to a separate 
comninnd, and thus enable him to display that coolness, judgment, and military capacity. which 
he so emir:mtly posscsscd. Meantime, Destiny, with her iron pen had traced a stern and cruel 
decree. Captain TTc:eker was attacked with small-pox ; but already worn out physically and 
ment.illy by tlio severe military Iabors he had gone through, the disease rapidly gained ground, 
and in ir few (lays 110 surrendered to illness that life which had been so often and so freely 
exposed in the cause of duty. Ne~r'Poliohan~a, but far from his native land and a11 he loved, 
Captain Tereker sleeps a soldier's slcep, and the affcetionate regards of his companions in arms 
have erected a monument to mark the place. But few will read t h i ~  sketch without regretting 
that otlc whoso morning of life was glorions beyond his fellows, should have becn cut off by 
isexorable fate, just thc brightest proqpects were beginning to open to hi view. But- 

" When future bards shall sing of life, 
I ts  loves, its cares, and all its strife, 
The gr.wo and moral of the song, 
Shall to their cheeker'd fate belong, 
Whose wayward fortune will supply 
The brightest tint nnd decpcst dye : 
These, soldiers yet unborn, in pride shall raise ; 
Itelate their triumphs nnd renew thcir praise."? 

At present this description of o sedan chair can be of little interest, but in  fifty years' 
time, few will be living in all probability that ever saw one, and they mny then be" numbered 
with the curious things of by-gone days. 

t From a n  unpublished poem, of singular b e a u t ~  and merit, by the Rt. non. Chief Baron 
O'Grndy. 

inviting him to stand for the representation of the city. The address em- 
bodied the wishes of the most influential of the electors, aad had the additional 
recommendation of being presented by a distinguished citizen of Limcricli, 
of European celebrity, Gerald Griffin, the novelist, who, howevcr, failed in 
his mission, of which he has left a very pleasant account,' Mr. Moorc's 
engagements not permitting him to take advantage of the offer. 

Nothing continued to prosper under the corrupt corporation system of the 
day. The city revenues became worthless for the public good. Thc grrat 
Lax weir had fallen away. Mr. Poole Gabbett having been declared the 
highest bidder for it, at a meeting of the Corporation on the 6th of January, 
1834, it was resolved that his proposal of £300 a-ycar be accepted, and a lease 
granted to him for 99 years, on the same terms as heretofore held by Mr. 
Little. The works of Corporate corruption, however, had becomc fully laid 
bare, in consequence of the Commission of Inquiry which was held in 
Limerick from the 26th of September to the 11th of October, 1833. 

O'Conndl was now stirring the popular mind to its very dcpths, and no 
where was he more ardently responded to than in Limerick. Early in the 
.year 1834, he published a manifesto to the people of Ireland in favor of a 
Repeal of the Union-and thus "nailed his colours to the mast"; the 
anti-tithe movement, which embraced the peater portion of t h  country in 
its immense proportions, went hand in hand with a demand for a Parliament 
in College Green; the minister trembled, and Irishmen showed that they 
were in earnest by a quick response to the call of the great Lcader. Mr. 
William Roche and Mr. David Roche, members for the city, declared in 
favor of the great national question. The popuIarity of Mr. Spring Bice, to 
whom a colossal pillar and life-Iike statue had been a few years previously 
erected in Pery Square by his appreciative fellow-citizens, had becn for 
some time on the wane, and was now completely forfeited by the decided 
opposition which he offered to the cause o: Repeal, and hc fell rapidly in the 
esteem of even those ardent admirers of his who for scveral years had foliowed 
his chariot wheels as they rolled in triumph over the prostrate faction of the 
corruptionists in Limerick. The debate on O'ConnelYs motion in the House 
of Commons in April this year (1834) for a Committee of Enquiry on the 

See the Life of Gerald Griffin, p. 311, by bis hrother, of which the author of this history 
possesses the MSS. This gifted son of genius was born in the city of Limerick, December 12tl1, 
1803, and died in April, 1840, a t  the Monastery of the Christian Brothers, Cork, of which 
religions order he was a member, and in whose little cemetery he lies interred, with the simple 
inscription, " Brother Gerald Griffin." 

1834-January 18.-Mr. Steele writes " T o  h Limerick Chapter of liberntors," resigning 
the offifiee of Patron and President of that Society. A transient misunderstanding between him 
and the Liberator is avowed. 

Prospectus of the Limwich Siar and Evming Post published-to appear on Tuesday, 4th 
February, 1834. 

Yarch Gth.-At the Assizes thia month a libel case was tried, of Samuel Dickson. Esq. v. 
W. R. Yeilding, Esq. ,:oprietor of the Limerid H e ~ k l - d a m a g e s  were laid a t  £5,000. Hr. 
Dickson was held np to ridicule, not only by writinga bnt by woodcuts, in the Herald. The 
jury gave aiverdict for the plaintiff with comparatively small dsmagas. Mr. Dickson was IS 
gentleman of high position, and an active politician with rather liberd tendencies. 

April 19th.-A new Catholic chapel projected by the Rev. Denis Bnckeley, P.P. for the 
mountainous Parish of Glenroe, Co. Limerick. 

April 23rd.-John Dempsey and Denis Cahill fined f 10 a t  Petty Sessions for selling one c ipp  
of the Dublin S~utii6t, unstamped paper, in the public streets. 

May 4th.-Mr. Sheridan Knowles and Miss Jarman visited Limerick. 
Mr. Lawless publ:shes a letter in the True Sm, in which he disapproves of U. O'ConnellS 

proponition to p a n t  glebe-houses to the Catholic Clergy of Ireland. 
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Rcpeal, in which Mr. Spring Rice championed the cause and originated the 
phrase of " Wcst Britain," topped the climax of his unpopularity. OJConnell's 
motion was rcjcctcd by a majority of 523, which pronounced in favor of an 
amendment of Mr. Rice, whilst 38 members voted for enquiry. I n  the 
minority the names of the two Roches of Limerick were prominent. 

Just as the grcat dcbate was going on, one of those fatal tithe affrap 
which wcrc not uncommon at this time, occurred at Mahoonagh, in the vicinity 
of Ncwcastlc Wcst, county of Limerick, where three men, named Browne, 
Grifin, and Sullivan, wcre shot dead by the soldiery, then collecting for the 
Rcv. Mr. Lockc, of Newcastle. O'Connell made the most of the catastrophe 
in the IIousc of Commons ; ncverthcless, even after this event, Major Miller, 
with a iletachmcnt of military and police, scoured the country to enforce 
pzymcnt of the impost. Mr. David Boche, M.P., proposed a plan for the 
scttlcmcnt of thc tithe difficulty, which plan met the approval of OJConnell. 

Ministers, howcver, took up the tithe question on their own account; and 
in August the Church Temporalities Bill, and the Irish Tithe Bill went through 
thcir stages in both Houses of Parliament, a 4  received the royal assent 
in due course next summer. 

It was now that O'Connell gave the aid of his powerful influence to thc 
cstnblishmcnt of a National Bank for Ireland, pronouncing the Agricultnml 
ancl Commercial Bank, which had a strong party of supporters in Limerick, 
" a mild schcmc." I n  Limerick the project of the National Bank was taken 
up with spirit. I n  the month of October the Mayor (William Piercey, Esq.) 
prcsided at  a mecting in the Commercial Buildings, when resolutions were 
adopted in its favor-the capital of the Limerick Branch was proposed to be 
£BSO,OOO. A committee was formed,' and everything went on favorably. 

1 The Bank was established in the house in Brunswick-street, which had been the resilence 
of Mr. David Roche, M.P., and from i t  removed to the more spacious premises in George's 
street in 1886. This house in Brunswick-street is now (1868) the Union Bank. 

June 11th.-Tho Astrcn, filled with emigrnnts, hound from Limerick to Qnebec, reported to be 
lost, with 240 lives. Sopposed that she got upon the ice off IIalifax in a fog. 

September 13th.-A branch of the Agricultural and Commercial Bank establiihed a t  a public 
mccting in Limerick-John Dobbs, Esq., in the chair. 

Scptmbcr 27th.-Thc Rev. Thomas Enraght, C.C., St. Mary's, writes a public letter, in 
which he sttltcs tllnt not less than 25 families are living in one house in that parish, where 
misery ant1 destitution prevail to a woful extent. 

Mr. Rhodes, Government engine.er, who recently surveyed the p o ~ t  and harbonr, in order to 
extend improveincnts, was this week in Limerick, with a view to acting upon the specifications 
detailed in his report, undcr the Wcllesley Bridge Amendment Act. 

The Provincial Bank propose to transfer the business of their establishment to a more 
commodious and suitable concern in George's-street, having purchased the site of the "Round 
Church," as St. George's Church, in George's-street, was called. This Chnrch was built by the 
Fery family in the last century as a chapel of ease. Near it a terrible murder was perpetrated, 
long bcforc l~ouses had been built in George's-street, and when the church was in the fields. 
Though culled the 'LRound Church," it was a plain square building, with the gable to the 
front of Gcorge's-street, and a stone ball topped with a weather-cock on it. 

The Provincial Bank of Ireland was establislied in Limerick before any other Joint Stock 
Bank, and cightcen months before the branch oftice of the Bank of Ireland. 

October 3 r d . J o h n  Vercker, Esq., Blnyor, obtains the unanimous thnnks of the city magis- 
trates, at  Pett;.Sessions assembled, on the motion of William Roche, Esq., N.P., on his retiring 
from the mayoralty. Mr. Verelier left a few days after to join his regiment, the 7th Fusileers, 
at  Malta. 

OctoLer 18th.-Mr. Cobbett, the celebrated public writer, visited Limerick. He lectured in 
Limerick ; and dined and slept at  the residence of the very Rev. T. 0. B. Costdlo, P.P., Murroe. 

Signor de Begnis, the celebrated rocalit, visits Limerick. 
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A new era was bright1 dawning on Ireland. Earl Mulgrave,the most popu- 
lar Viceroy that Irelan had ever seen, was, to use O%onneU's own words, 
"mulgravising" Ireland. His Excellency visited Limerick in August, 1835, 
and was feted, caressed, cheered, and lauded, as no Viceroy had ever been 
before. It was on this occasion that he opened Wellesley Bridge, as we 
have stated in the preceding chapter. 

The depression, however, among the working classes of Limerick at this 
period was unexampled. English competition had completely annihilated 
the weaving trade, which had flourished in Garryowen, in Thomond Gate, at 
Park, &C., where weavers had been numerous. Hundreds of these poor 
operatives were now throwh out of employment, and in this year (1835) a 
memorial from them was presented to the Corporation, signed by no less 
than 259 weavers, when a vote of £50 was passed by that body to enable 
the Mayor to send as many as he could of the number to England, whither 
severd of them went. 

Though this depression was great, the amount of exports had been nearly 
doubled since 1822 ; yet a distinguished traveller,' who had visited the city 
this year, admits that no where did he meet with more destitution; he states 
that he entered forty abodes of poverty, and that to the latest hour of his 
existence, he never could forget the scenes of utter and hopeless wretched- 
ness that presented themselves. Commissioners of Poor Enquiry had been 
sent down the year before, and had sat for several days, obtaining facts as to 
the distressed state of the people, and public works had been going on, were 
it not for which the misery would be intensified beyond bearing ; and a 
system of poor laws was now advocated by many as the grand remedy, though 
private charity had been constantly put in requisition to mitigate the suffer- 
i n g ~  of the poor. That system of Poor Laws, which had been supported by 
Dr. Doyle and opposed by 05Connell, came soon afterwards; but with what 
permanent advantage to the poor is a question on which there are conflicting 
opinions. The blight of the Union had long been felt in the annihilation of 
manufactures, in the decay of trade, in the exhaustion of the artizan and the 
labourer ; and though in the march of events, men beloved by the people 
had become recognised for their worth and merit, and had obtained the 
guerdon of their deserts at  the hands of a now liberal Government, which for 
the h s t  time sympathised with the masses, the permanent prosperity of the 
country was not materially affected by legislative improvements. 

On the 3rd of January, 1887, a catastrophe of a most lamentable charac- 

I A Journey throughout Ireland in 1831, by Henry D. Inglis, 2 vole. London, 1835. 

Dec. 17.-Monday, the Parish Priests of the diocese of Killaloe assembled at  Newmarket-on- 
Fergus to elect a Coadjutor Bishop to the Rt. Rev. Dr. M'Yahon. The three candidates 
returned by the Clergy for the choice of the Pope, were the Rev. Mr. Kennedy, P.P., of Birr, 
dignisdmus; Rev. Mr. Fahy, P.P. of Tulla, dignior; and Rev. Mr. Vaughan, P.P., of Killaloe, 
dipus. The Prelates present were-the Most Rev. Dr. Slattery of Cashel, Right Revs. Dr. Murphy 
of Cork, Dr. Egan of Kerry. Dr. Ryan of Limerick, and Dr. M'Mahon of Kialoe. 

February 8th, 1837.-Influenza most prevalent in Limerick. 
1837-March 25th.-The Postmaster-General acceded to the request of the Chamber of 

Commerce of this city, to run the mail hence to Dublin a t  the rate of nine and a-half British 
miles per hour, after the 5th July next. 

Custom duties received at  the port of Limerick last year, 2126,291, being an increase of 
£3,856 over the preceding year's amount. 

April 4th.-Mr. Craven, son of Puller Craven, Esq., of Gloucester, drowned in a cot a t  the 
fall of the Leap, Doonass, whde fishing. Near ihe same place, six years before, the Honorable 
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ter occurred in Limerick, by an explosion of gunpowder in the premises of 
one William Richardson, a gun-maker and vendor of gunpowder, No. 1; 
GeorgeJs-street. Eleven persons were killed by this explosion, viz. Margaret 
MCMahonJ John MCMahon, Bridget O'Donohoe, John O'Brien, Patrick 
Doolan, Mary Barry, John Enright, Bridget Doolan, John MMahon, and 
Michael O'Neill, a watch-man. The cause of the catastrophe could never 
be clearly ascertained, as the only person in the part of the house where the 
gunpowder lay was blown up, and his body torn in pieces. The terrific 
details of this dreadful affair1 cause a shudder of horror whenever they are 
brought to memory, while the miraculous escape which some respectable 
families had from being involved in the worst consequences of the explosion, 
is referred to the special agency of Providence. .Every effort was made by 
the Mayor and magistrates to mitigate the snfferiiigs of the survivors, A 
deputation laid the matter before the Lord Lieutenant, who gave his active 

1 There were four rersons under the roof at  the time, three of whom were killed, while ayonng 
man named Teskey, an apprentice, escaped with his life, though he had been blown to a great 
height, and came down senseless in the street, at a considerable distance. At the house No. 2, 
George's-street, the widow of Michael Ryan, Esq., one of the most extensive and esteemed mer- 
chants in the city, resided with her family, two sons,* a daughter and a sister-in-law ; they 
were all in bed, being instzntly stunned after lying unconscious under the ruins for an hour, the 
first recital or per~eption that Mrs. Ryan remembered was bearing her daughter, Barbara, a child 
pf eight years old, who slept with her, crying, " Mamma, where are we?" they were at  the time 
buried amid the debris. A long and fruitless search had been made for them-it was suggested 
that they had gone to the country; further exertions were about being relinquished when the 
almost inaudible cries of the child were heard under the ruins. Efforts were again made, and the 
child was heard to cry to take care of Mammal9-whose collar bona had been broken-their 
persons having been overwhelmed in rubbish between the shop and the underground apartment yet 
supportea by two doors having came together, in their fall, so as to form an arch over them- 
the legs and feet, however, were so crushed that they could not change their position. One of 
the sons, William, was blown up in the air on the matrass where he was sleeping and came down 
in the street with i t  blazing about him-he asleep all the while! He sustained no injury. The 
elder brother Edmond was not blown up-but the corner of the floor whereon his bed stood 
could be seen for days after from the street, like a shelf without support attached to the tottering 
wall. Mrs. Catherine Rym, the dster-in-law of Mrs. Ryan, had no perception of anything 
'having happened until the next morning when she found herself in a public house on Arthur's 
Quay-having been blown out, so stunned as to be senseless, buried under a heap of rubbish, 
and 17i4g for an hour in the street with a beam of timba over her. A servant who Jept in the 
room next to Mrs. Catherine Ryan's was blown into the hall of the house No. 3, belonging to 
Mr. William Wilson. Mr. Ellard who resided near the corner of Denmark-street, opposite to 
Richardson's, was lifted off the ground and with 8 whirling motion dashed across the street and 
buried under a heap of rubbish, from which he was dug out. His respectable family had a 
most narrow escape-as had also the family of Mr. Thomas Tracy, who lived in No. 13, of Mr. J. 
Hallowell, No. 10 ; of Mr. J. Burke, No. 18, &c. &c. The gas throughout the city was on this 
occasion extinguished, and windows were broken on the North-strand at  the opposite side of the 
Shannon. The verdict of the Coroner's jury threw blame on the incautions manner in which 
Richardson had exposed the gunpowder for sale. 

Mrs. William Massr, of Belmont, while passing over in a cot to Hermitage, at  Christmaa, in a - .  - .  

fog, was drowned. 
May 24th.-Universal sorrow in the city of Limerick, consequent on the death of John 

Vereker, Esq., brother of Lord Gort. 
Jnne 7th.-Considerable sums raised by public subscription in the city for the relief of the 

poor. 
Jnne 26th.-The Masters and Wardens, and the great body of the Congregated Trades of 

Limerick, inhull dresa, bearing the standards and insignia of each craft, waited upon the 
Mayor, at  Cruise's Hotel, George's-street, with a compliu~entary address, in which they 
manifested the most anxious desire for ti re-election to office 

Edmond, afterwards Mayor of Limerick in 1846, and: now (1865) B. N. of Middleton, 
County Cork, and Tl'illiam, afterwards drowned. 
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sympathies, and a public subscription was raised, to which every one 
contributed. 

We turn from this appalling scene to the state of local palitics and parties. 
Between O'ConneLI and William Smith O'Brien, a strong feeling of antagonism 
had prevailed since the Clare Election-and in this year an interchange of 
lengthened letters showed that their differences on public questions were 
widening, and that there was but little hope of reconciling them. The 
popular party was gaining strength. Baron OJLoghlen was elevated to the 
proud position of Mastcr of the Rolls, with a Baronetcy-and never did a 
public man better deserve the honor than Sir Michael O'Loghlen. Mr. 
WoulfeJ afterwards Chief Baron, was appointed Attorney General-and 
re-elected for Cashel-Mr. Brady, (now Lord Chancellor Brady), Solicitor 
General, and Mr. Pigot, (now Chief Baron Pigot), law adviser to the Cqstle. 

Parallel with these events, went the Irish Municipal Reform Bill in Parlia- 
ment, and the motion for the expulsion of the Bishops from the House of 
Lords for which the two " Limerick Roches" gave their votes, but which 
was rejected by a majority of 19'7' to 92. Grand Jury Reform, tithe 
adjustment--though with the abandonment of the appropriation clause on 
which the Whig party had got into power-Poor Laws, &C., now became 
the order of the day; in the midst of agitation, King William IV. died ; 
and Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria-a maiden queen, radiant 
with youth, and of highest promise, ascended the throne in the month of 
June this year (1837), amid the acclamations of Her MajcstyJs Irish sub- 
jects. Limerick was full of animation, to witness the customary pomp 
and pageantry of proclaiming a new Sovereign. The Union Flag floated 
from the Commercial Buildings; the ships in harbour hung out their ensigns; 
the Cathedral Bells cxchnngcd a peal of joy for the mourrful toll at the 
King's death. The streets were gay, crowds having come in from the 
country. A procession formed at the Exchange, according to programme. 
General L'Estrange gave the military force to the civic authorities. The 
various Trades niustered in great numbers, with insignia descriptive of each 
Guild. The Mayor, Sheriff, Aldermen, and Civic Officers, in full Corporate 
robes, occupied the centre of the procession. Archdeacon 1\.1aunsell and the 
Protestant Clergy; the Very Rev. Dr. Hogan and the Catholic Clergy; 
John Kelly and William Howly, Esqrs. Deputy Lieutenants ; the President 
and memEers of thc Chamber of Commerce, citizens, &c. were present at the 
ceremonial. Having traversed the principal streets, repeating the proclama- 
tion at stated places, the procession finally separated in Bank Place. The 
windows along the route were occupied by elegantly dressed ladies. The 
Mayor entertained the military Officers, Clergy, Gentry, Freemasons, and 
h&~ds of all the trades a t  the Council Chamber of the Exchange. A 
general election followed the immediate dissolution of Parliament by the 

July 6th.-Change in the dispatch of Mails, by the Post Office Department, commencing 
Thursday, 6th inst., a t  6, p.n., when the mail coach leaves this for Dublin, and arrives 
here on the morning 0: Friday, the 7th instmt, at 30 minutes past seven. The Ennis and 
Galway mail leaves this every morning at  48 minutes paat 7-the Cork and Tralee mail con-hes 
at  eight every morning. 

July 18th.-Judge Crampton repaired to Court this morning, a t  nine o'clock, to try Mary 
Cooney for the wilful murder of Mrs. Anne Anderson, widow, of Harstonge-street, on the 
evening of Monday, the 6th of March last, by inflicting a mortal wound with a knife on that 
lady's neck, of which she instantaneously died. The Jury, after a short consultation, found a 
verdict of guilty. Hanged on Monday, the 7th August. 
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Queen-and Limerick, county and city, became again the vortex of the 
political excitement. I n  the month of July O'Connell arrived from Dublin, 
on his way to Cork, and held a public meeting, John 0"Brien. Esq. of Elm 
Vale, afterwards M.P. for the city, in the chair; when O'Connell delivered 
with characteristic freedom his opinion of certainmembers of the aristocracy, 
who happened at the time, or whom he believed to be opposed to the popular 
cause, denouncing as usual the Corporation in the most unmeasured terms 
of reproach. He extolled the Messrs. Roche as friends of the people, and 
adherents of a liberal Government. 

The election for the city commenced on the 1st of August, it was marked 
by the utmost excitement. The windows and doors of the houses in Francis- 
street of the anti-popular candidates had been smashed the night before. 
The candidates were WiUiam and David Roche, Esqrs. on the popular 
interest; and William Monsell, Esq. and Mr. Wilson on the Tory 
interest. The following was the result of the gross poll :-W. Roche, 563 ; 
David Boche, 555 ; W. Monsell, 176. The Court rung with acclamations 
from the friends of Messrs. Roche, who having returned thanks, the Sheriff 
adjourned to next morning. There was no chairing of the City members.' 

C H A P T E R  L I I .  

 ATIO ION OP TWO CONVENTS IN  LIMERICK.-THE TEMPERANCE MOVEMENT. 
- m M P H A N T  VISIT OF PATHER MATHEW.-GREAT REPXAL DEMON- 

STBATION. 

THE year 1837 was rendered remarkable by the introduction into the 
city of the nuns of the Presentation Order from Cork, whose admirable convent 
was founded that year in Sexton-street, chiefly through the instrumentality 
and zeal of the Very Rev. Patrick Hogan, P.P., V.G., St. MichaelJsJ who 
gave the ground, at a moderate rent, on which the Convent and Schools 
were built, and who built the spacious Schools at his own expense for the 
instruction of poor female children by the nuns. Mrs. King, a native of 
Waterford, who had joined the order some time before in Cork, brought a 
considerable fortune to the new establishment .which was speedily joined by 
ladies from the City and County of Limerick. This noble establishment 
soon gave evidence of its strength and usefulness-its schools became fie- 

In October following a grand banquet was given in the Northumberland Building, to the 
city members. when 150 citizens were present. 

William Hawkins Bourne, Esq. of Terenure, near Dublin, died in September this year in 
London. He it k a s  that first established a Mail Coach between this city and Dublin; while 
by pushing the sphere of his operations, he also opened new and explored sources of profit 
to the merchant and agricultnrist throughout the South of Ireland, by forming splendid 
roads, and providing safe and expeditious conveyances on various lines of ronte His large 
establishment gave employntwt to a vast number of persons, who deeply deplored the loss of 
their benefactor. 
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guented by hundreds of children, and the great work in which the nuns were 
engaged admirably. Jarnes F. Carroll, Es M.D., an eminent t' physician of Limerick, and a devoted Catholic, contri uted a sum of L500 
to build the beautiful chapel of cut limestone which is attached to the Con- 
vent, and to his memory, a white marble tablet is erected in the chapel with 
this inscription :- 

PRAY FOR THE SOUL OF 
JAMES F. CARROLL, ESQ., =D., 

WHO BEQUEATHED 
THE SE'?& OF FIVE HUNDRED POUNDS 

TO BUILD THIS CHAPEL. 
HE DIED SEPTEMBER 17th, 1837. 

REQUiESCAT IN PACE, 
ANEN. 

The Schools having been found incapable of containing the great numbers 
of children who frequent them, the foundation stone of a new school-house 
was laid on the 4th of August, 1864, at a cost to the nuns of $400. These 
additional schools are now (1865) also in ogeration, and affordamoral, religious 
and industrial education to nearly 1,000 children who should otherwise be 
destitute of so great a blessing. The late Right Rev. Dr. Ryan, Catholic 
Bishop of Limerick, was a munificent benefactor of these schools and of 
this truly excellent establishment. 

The progress which religion and religious izrstitutions were making through- 
out the city was really marvellous. On the 24th of September, 1848, the 
convent of the Sisters of Mercy on the site of a convent of the Order of 
Poor Clares, who had been there some years previously, and in a locality 
famed in ancient days for the great convent of the Friars preachers or 
Dominicans. Mrs. Macadey, from the Parent House, Baggot-street, Dublin, 
was the foundress of the new convent ; and was accompanied by Mrs. Moore, 
a native of Dublin, wbo became snperioress, and who for several years has 
presided over the laborious duties of her office, with incalculable benefit to 
the interests of religion and of the poor. In the old convent of the Poor 
Glares were two lay sisters when Mrs. Macauley arrived in Limerick; and 
these, with pious solicitude, she admitted into her establishment. The house 
which was prepared for the accommodation of the Sisters of Mercy was small ; 
four or five ladies joined during the first year. The growth of the establishment' 
became vigorous, fostered as it was by the constant vigilance and m d c e n c e  
of the Right &v. Dr. Ryan, who encouraged the pious sisterhood in their un- 
weuied labours, and who gave them the most substantial proofi of the deep 
interest which he took in their successful progress. The grounds occupied an 
acre, with room d c i e n t  for building purposes and extended accommodation. 
School-houses, a Refuge for Servants, an Orphanage, &C., were soon erected, 
and brought within the reach of the destitute and the forlorn. Thousands 
of pounds were expeeded by the community in increasing theaccommodation 
for these merciful objects ; the l b f u p  of Servants was at once prepared and 
occupied, and in 1865, there are no less than forty servants out of place 
in thk Etefuge. 

In 184A the Orphanage was founded, within the Convent grounds; bnt 
not having been spacious enough for the accumulating numbers aho  were 
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daily offering themselves for admission, the Sisters of Mercy founded a new 
Orphanage, Mount St. Vincent, on the 3rd of April, 1850. On the 5th of 
July, 1851, the foundation stone of the present really ornamental and com- 
modious building was laid at Mount St. Vincent by the Rt. Rev. Dr. Ryan, 
who was attended on the occasion by a large number of clergymen connected 
ulith the city. The Limerick Convent has established several foundations, 
including Kinsale, 15th April, l844  ; Killarney, 30th April, same year; 
Mallow, 13th October, 1845 ; Glasgow, August, 1849 ; and Edinburgh, 
7th July, 1858. The branch convents in immediate connection with the 
Limerick house, are, St. Catherhe's (Newcastle West), 24th October, 1849 ; 
Rathkeale, opened 19th August, 1850 ; Roscommon, 1853 ; Ennis, 1851 ; 
Adare, 1854. The handsome Convent of Adare has been built near the 
Catholic parochial church, at the sole expense of the Earl of Dunraven. 
The Sisters of Mercy were introduced to the Union Workhouse Hospital on 
the 4th of January, 1861. A WidowsJ Asylum, founded by the Very 
Rev. W. A. O'Meara, O.S.F., for 1 8  widows, was begin near the Orphanage 
of Mt. St. Vincent, in 1861. The Tipperary branch house was opened on 
the 6th of October, 1864. The community now (1865) numbers 60 nuns, 
whedevote their time to the instruction of the children of the poor, to the 
visiting of the sick, &c. During his life-time, the Right Rev. Dr. Ryan gave 
very large sums to the Orphanage, to the Convents of Newcastle, Rathkeale, 
&c. The following is a list of the schools under the care of the Sisters of 
Mercy :- 

Average on rolls 
Convent Schools Teachers. for 12 months. 

St. Mary's ................ Sisters of Mercy. ... 788 
St. John's-square.. . . . . .. do. ... 475 
St. John's ................ do. ... 37'2 
Fery-square.. . . . . . . . . . .. do. ... 457 

Over the portico of the convent, in large letters, are the, ~e words :- 
I 

( AD MAJORAM D E I  GLORIAM. 1 
On the 20th of December, 1838, the Limerick Poor Lam Union, which 

ranks as the first, was declared. It lies partly in the county Clare and partly 
in the county Limerick, and embraces the entire city of Limerick. I t  com- 
prehends an area of 125,055 acres. 

Feb. 21sf 1838.-At the reform dinner given to O'Connell, at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, 
London, on the 18th evening-a dinner celebrated for the speech in which O'Connell charged 
the Tory Parliamentary Committees with perjury, for which a vote of censure was passed against 
him-the chair was taken by a very distinguished Limerick man-namely, Sir de Lacy Evans- 
who pronounced O'Connell " the object of the attention of the whole empire, and the admiration 
of the best and most enlightened men, not only of England, but of the world." 

January Gth, 1839.-One of the most terrific storms ever rememheredvisited Limerick ; several 
lives were lost. 

July 12th, 1839.-On this day the first number of the Limerick Reporim was published. 
July 22nd.-A great meeting was held, presided over by General Sir Richard Bourke, to 

address Earl firtescue, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, on his way through Limerick to visit his 
brother-in-law, Lord Courtenay, at  Newcastle. 

At Cork Spring Assizes, was called the case of the Rev. James Raleigh, falsely charged with 
baving struck a lady in St. Michael's Church, versus Dartnell, the proprietor of the Limerick 
Standard, and Massy, Rector of Brufi, for libel. On the suggestion of Judge Jackson, the case 
was settled out of court, the defendants paying full costs, and making a most ample apology 
to the Rev. James Raleigh. 

Sunday th2 3rd of December, 1839, was rendered for ever memorable in 
the city by the arrival of the Apostle of Temperance, and the greatest 
excess which popular enthusiasm ever reached in this country has hardly 
ever exceeded the curiosity and intense admiration manifested by the people 
towards him, from his arrival to his departure. On Friday and Saturday 
streams of people flowed in from all directions to get themselves enrolled 
beneath the Temperance Banner, and on those days there could not have 
been lees than 5000 in the city without the luxury of a bed-the lodging 
houses being crammed to excess. As it was known that the Rev. Gentle- 
man was to arrive by the mail from Cork, the concourse flowed in that 
direction. His friends had a car in waiting for him, but still he was obliged 
to show himself to the crowds, and then proceeded to the residence of his 
brother-in-law Mr. Dunbar, in Mallow-street. Sunday was peculiary h e ,  and 
never a morning broke on a more glorious scene than Limerick presented. 
The entire length of George's-street was a mass of beings at  an early hour. 
The quays and bridges were thickly peopled, yet the utmost; order prevailed. 
At the sermon vast crowds assisted, the Church being crowded to excess ; Col. 
Maunsell, and Capt. Fitzgerald, and many liberal Protestants were present, 
were present. Half-past two was the hour for the sermon. When the 
Rev. Gentleman appeared he was a little flushed, but recovered his self- 
possession. IIe read the text of the day-askcd the congregation w h e  
ther the practice of charity was not the true road to blessedness in 
heaven. The drift of his discourse which continued nearly an hour, was 
in advocacy of a collection for the Convent Schools. The giving of 
pledges was begun at the Court House on Monday. The rush at  Mr. 
Dunbar's house was fearful, and one pregnant poor woman was precipitated 
into the area, by the falling in of the rails. She died from the injuries 
inflicted on her chest. About nine o'clock Father Mathew proceeded to 
the Court House, and received pledges till three o'clock. At least 10,000 
people knelt down in Mdow-street, and received the pledge. He  then 
proceeded to the Steam boat quay, and administered it to 700 men from 
Kilrush, not allowing them to disembark. The concourse in fact was now 
so great in the city, that the prices of provisions rose greatly. He  continued 
to receive people from the four adjoining counties on Tuesday. He  now 
became so hoarse, that the Rev. Gentlemen with him had to call out the 
words of the pledge. He left for Cork on Wednesday. l 

The results of drinkiig may be inferred from the quantity of spirits consumed in England 
and Ireland in 1839, viz :- 

England, ... ... .. . 12,341,469 gallons, 
Ireland, ... ... ... 12,293,464 gallons, 

seven pints one-ninth per head in England-more t h a t  thirteen pints per head in Ireland. 

Sept. 4th.-On this day several net fishermen were put in jail, for fishing in the Abbey river. 
f 30,000 per annum said to be laid out a t  t h i  time in Limerick for Scotch herrings. 
Sept. 30th.-At the swearing in of the civic 0 5 ~ s .  the Mayor and the Mayor's Sergeants 

wore the usual orange and blue lock of wool in their cocked hats-Sir R. Franklin, Mayor. 
Great numbers of people proceed to Father Mathew to Cark to take the pledge of Temperance 

' a t  his hands. 
150 citizens petition the Lord Lieutenant againnt Wiisters' Money. 
October 14th.-Mr. W. S. O'Brien publishes hi annual address to his constituents of the Co. 

Licrick, in which he passes in review the great national events of the year. 
December l7th, 1839.-Account of the death of Lady %fonteagle, received in Limerick with 

much regret. 
January 10th. 1840.-Seizure of gunpowder at Richardson's, gun maker and powder vendor. 
Penny postage rate comes into opr.ration this date. 
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011 Wednesdaj, the '7th October, 1840, the congregated trades of 

Limerick, attended by a host of other repealers including many from the 
neighbouring towns, who altogether, according to Mr. O'Connd himself, 
amounted to some 60,000 persons, marched in grand procession to welcome 
the Liberator, who drove amidst enthusiastic multitudes to t*he Treaty 
Stone, when he was presented by the trades with an address, and made one 
of his celebrated Repeal speeches. On this occasion the trades deplored 
the distressed condition of the citizens and manufacturers, concurring with 
OJConnell in the declaration, that the only resource was a domestic Legisla- 
ture. O'Connell pointing to Thomond Bridge, said that he remembered 
seeing eleven men who were taken out on it together, for execution, under 
martial law, on which occasion a lieutenant of militia struck Father Hogan, 
a friar who went to give them spiritual assistance, but who was promptly 
revenged by some one behind the lieutenant who kilted him dead with a 
blow from a Clealpeen." One of the most noticeable objects in this pro- 
cession was a large and highly decorated boat, moved by men on fhe stern, 
on which, beneath a richly festooned canopy, sat one of the strand fishermen 
who personated Neptune the god of the water. The day's proceedings 
finished with a grand dinner at the Theatre, at which over 1,000 persons 
were present. Limerick thus effectually belied the assertion which had been 
some time made as to its being cold and apathetic in the cause of Bepeal. 
On this occasion as usual, honest Tom Steele was a conspicuous actor and 
speaker. He identified himself in a particular manner with the congregated 
trades, associating himself with the coopers. The spectacle was one of the 
most remarkable ever witnessed in Limerick. 

C H A P T E R  L f I I .  

APTER the success of the magnificent Parliamentary campaign under Earl 
Grey and Lord Russell, backed by the "Imperial Guard" of 1832, and 
so well maintained and supported by Brougham and by O'Connell, and the 
other popular leaders, the question of municipal reform had been ody a 
question of time, and was in'fact ceded a few years after the carriage of the 
Reform Bill; but the reader would be greatly mistaken if he imagined that 
it was won without a severe struggle, or that champions of corporate cormp- 
tion were wanting to enact the same part in the municipal agitation as Peel, 
and Lyndhurst, and Inglis, and Wetherell had played in the struggle against 
the measure of Parliamentary reform. It is true that the old Corporators 
were eventually betrayed by some of their oldest friends, or as O'Connell 
humorously adopting the words of Dryden expressed it, were- 

'' Deserted in their utmost need, 
., . By those their former bounty fed." 

Death and funeral of the late Alderman John Vereker, died on Wednesday, 8th of January, in 
Dublin. Trades attended-Catholic and Prute%tsnt Bkihop were in the procession. 

January 20th-A terrible storm visited Limerick, nearly equal in it# destructive efleetr to th. 
etorm of 6th January, 1839. 
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But in the case of the Corporation of Limerick there was no lack of sturdy 
defenders of corruption up to the very last moment, and the tenacious grasp 
which the Corporators still endeavoured to retain of the many good things 
which were, however, re idly slipping from them, resembled the last clespe- 
rate clutch with which t 8; e drowning man holds out to the last. I t  seems 
almost incredible at the present time, that men having the same blood in 
their veins as the men of the present generation, could ever have been such 
uncompromising champions of the old Corporations. But place, pelf, and 

ower, will effect wonders, and the old habits engcndcred by ascendancy 
Bad become so inveterate from long prescription, we can only wonder that 
the same feelings were not transmitted to their children with the rest of 
the family possessions, by many more than the ancestors of the would-be 
ascendancy party of the present day, who, however, arc still numerous 
enough to stand in the way of many useful and even necessary reforms. 
But the reformed municipality went to work at once and with a will; and 
the Corporation of Limerick, which was oncc so notorious for its illi- 
berality, soon became equally celebrated for the opposite quality, and 
established a character which i t  has never yet forfeited. 

Corporate reform was now an accomplished fact. On the 10th of 
August, 1841, a proclamation was issued by the Lord Lieutenant,' in 
which Limerick was declared within the operation of the Municipal 
Reform Act. Unbounded joy prevailed when the glad tidings were 
diffused throughout the city. On the evenbg of that glorious and wel- 
come day, a procession of unparalleled magnitude went through the city, 
following as it were the remains of the old Corporation, which were borne 
on a funeral car in a coffin of enormous magnitude; bands of music 
playing the funeral march accompanied the procession, with a vast array of 
mourners. The cortege passed along, amid myriads of people, through 
the principal streets, until its arrival opposite the office in Rutland Street, 
of the tory newspaper which had so long upheld the reign of corporate 
monopoly a d  spoliation. Here the procession halted; the CO& was 
brought from its car, laid on the pavement, and with loud shouts of exul- 
tation, consigned to the flames. 

Proceedings were at once adopted to place the city under the operation 
of the new Act. Aldermen and Town Councillors were clcctcd. On the 
11th of November, the newly-constituted body assembled to elect a Mayor; 
two candidates for the honour presented themsclvcs, viz., Alderman John 
Boyse and Martin Honan, Esq. The former withdrew, when the latter 
was elected by acclamation to an office whicb he fiiled with dignity, ru. 
dence, and justice. John F. Raleigh, Esq., was elected Town Cler in 
open court. There were two other candidates for the office. 

E 
The Lord Lieutenant's proclamation, however, had fixed the day for the 

Act to come into operation in Limerick prematurely, as twelve months had 
not elapsed from the certificate of the Poor Law Commissioners of the 
making of a rate for the relief of the poor. In  consequence of this error, 
the Court of Queen's Bench, at the prosecution of the Hon. Charles Smyth 
Vereker, the Mayor elected by the old Corporation, declared all the pro- 
ceedings connected with the introduction of the Municipal Reform Act 
null and void, including the making of the Burgess roll, the acts of the 
Revision Court, the election of Aldermen and Town Councillors, and elec- 

Under ths Act of 3 and 4 Victoria, cap. 108. 
33 
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tion of Mayor. In  order to prcvcnt thc confusion that mould arise from 
this statc of'things, Lord Elliot, the then Sccrctary for Ircland, iiltroduced 
an act which got the royal asscnt in July, 1842, legalizing all thcse pro- 
cccdings, and scttling the ncw Corporation in officc aa electcd under the 
Lord Licutcnant's proc1atn:ttion. Pcnding thcsc cvents there were two 
mnyors in thc city-thc one dejztre, and thc othcr de facto,--and a con- 
sidcmblc dcgrcc of annoyancc rcsoltcct. A deputation waited on the Hon. 
Mr. Vcrclax, to givc up posscssion of thc Xsclxmgc, the  book^, records, 
and corporatc popcrty. Mr. Vcrclrcr gavc n dircct rcfhsd to t h s  request, 
stating Ilc wvw dviscd tlmt all thc proccctlings ti~lrcn undcr tllc Municipal 
Reform Act wvcrc illcgd, null, :inncl, void, ancl warning thcm ;*om exer- 
cising m y  authority or jurisdiction within thc limits. The old Corporation 
placccl on rccord an account OS thcir liabilities, which nmountcd to over 
$1 3,000, m d  which was Icf't ns n burdcn on the ncw Corporation.' 

Thc last official act of thc old Corporation was to prcsent Lord Gort 
with his portrait, mhicll had grnccd thc Council Chamber for many years. 

Daring thc confiision wllich prcvdcd undcr thc two mayors, rcsistance 
was offcrccl by the pcoplc to thc collcction of thc tolls, the lessee of which 
waitcd on thc lmv jft~yor :incl Corporation fbr protcct,ion wvhilst he en- 
dcnvourccl to collcct tllcm; thc consicIcrstion of his petition was postponed. 
Ouc ofthc carlicst acts 01' the ncw Corporation was to sclcct the names of 
twclvc gcntlc~ncn ol' thc council to bc prcscntcd to the Lord Lieutenant, 
from whom to choosc magistrtttcs, as the tcrm of the Charter Justices was 
to cxpirc on the 12th of thc following Dcccmbcr (1S41). Six Catholics 
and six 13rotcst:lnts wcrc choscn by thc council, which in this instance 
manifchd thc libcrdity for which it hns subscqucntly been distingmshed, 
as thc great majority ot' thc mcinbcrs were Catholics, The gentlemen who 
had fillccl thc ofices of Town Clerk and Chnmbcrlain of the old Corpora- 
tion were Sormally rctnovcd by votc of thc ncw. A code of bye-laws was 
prcparcd allcl doptcd. Thc birth of the Yrinccss Royal afforded the new 
body an occasion for the cshibition of loyalty in addresses of congratula- 
tion to thc (Juccn nnd Princc Albcrt, nud thc Ducliess of Kent. An atc 
tclnpt to contliluc the oflicc of ltccordcr for thc city was resisted success- 
fully ; and at'tcr somc t h c  thc jurisdiction was transferred to the Chairman 
of Quartcr Scssions, in whom it  has continued to re ose. The collection and P lodgincnt of thc p~h l i c  funds bcc~tnc a nlnttcr o ' iinportancc; a treasurer 
was nppointcd in tlic pcrson ol'ti'rancis John U'Neill, Esq., 1~110 held the office 
until his dc:itl~ in 1860. Eady attcntiou was directed to the neglected con- 
dition of thc strccts, ctc., of thc old town, which the old Corporation had 

I From this st:ltelncnt, it appears that they owed DIcssrs. Farlong und L3 Touch, 
Attorneys, ... ... ... ... ... £212 10 3 

h a r d  of Works mortgng-, for erecting Thou~ond Bridgc, ... ... SO00 0 0 
Mr. Psinr, Architect, for rrcctiug :~ppronches to t!~e Bridgc, ... ... 1856 0 0 
The Sh~riEs, .. ... ... ... ... ... 120 0 0 
For lighting tlie old T o m ,  ... ... ... ... ... 109 1 6  0 
To Chu~nberloin, ... ... ... ... ... ... 85 4 10 
And mlcellancons items, uino in nurnbcr, varying from .E 68 15s. Gd. to £22. 

In June, 1841,Jlr. Joscph Fo~wrty, nn cnrerprieing citizen, after hwing taken down a 
cimna wl~ich he h:tJ built in Qu~ccn Street, built. :I theatre-the presellt 'l'heatre Boyal-in 
IIenry Street, on :r plot of grou~:d which he tool: (ram the E:ml of Limerick. The theatre is 
110 feet Ions. I;zt nitlv, :w1 30 feet high, :tnd !!.IS s i t~iug :~ccommodation for 1,800 persons. 
With the exception oT t lv  ' I ' i i~ut~e Itoyd, L)ublii~, it 1s co.lsidered the best building of the kind 
in Ireland, a;:d cost .C!,UI). 
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abandoned to utter ruin. The separation of the ancient liberties from the 
city by the Municipal Bill, at once bccame a subject of decp interest to the 

~Llic. In this year (1841) the Limcrick Union Workhouse, which had 
Eeen formed under the Poor Law Act, was opencd on thc 18th of May for 
the reception of paupers.' Early in 1842, a memorial was presented to the 
Lord Lieutenant, in which the Corporation statcd, that whercas the liberties, 
comprising 14,825 acres, were separated from the city, the city now com- 
prised but 816 acres, and taxation should be curtailcd as much as possible. 
There had been a constabulary force of 46 in number, including an inspector, 
a sub-inspector, and sl, head constable; and the memorial prayed, among 
other things, owing to the wonderful dacreasc in drunkenness, in conse- 
quence of the temperance movement, and the gcnernl diminution of crime, 
t,hat twenty sub-constables, with an inspector and sub-inspcctor, bc allocated, 
as quite sufficient, to the city. Dccp distrcss was suffered during the spring 
and summer of this year by thc working classcs, who had no employment; 
provisions, too, rated very high; ancl a mccting was held carly in Junc for 
the purpose of applying rcmcdles. In  that month an attcmpt having bccn 
made on the life of the Queen in London, thc Corporation inct and rcsented I an address to her Majesty, to which a gracious reply was returne . Up to 
1842, as we have just seen, the rcformcd Corporation had bcen placcd in an 
awkward position; but thc Act of Parliamcnt which was passed by the 
influence of the government, cfTcctually removed the difficulties that le 1 
technicality had opposed to the frca and immediate introduction of 8 
Municipal Act into Limerick ; and from this date the old Corporation may 
be regarded as extinct, and the reformed body proceeded in its course un- 
fettered by the obstacles which had been thrown in its may for no other 
object than to ~ibserve a disreputable purpose. Mr. Vcreker, the Mayor, 
submitted ; the 2harnberlain, Town Clerk, and Common Spcakcr, however, 
continued obstinate; and it WAS not until they mere forccd by lawa to give 

L ~ E R I C K  Us~o~.--Land under Workhouse, 9a. 2r. 5p. 
Reqt of do. per annum, 670. 
Total number of inmates in Workhouse, April 8tb, 1865,2,099. 
Number in Fever Hospital, 72.-Number in Infirmary, 760.-Total, 832. 
Date of appointment of Sisters of Mercy to the Hospitals, November, 1860. 
Electoral Divisions since chance of Boundnrv in 1850.34. 
~a l&t ion  of Union in 1865, i189,526 15s. " 
Population do. in 1861, 90,728. 
Electoral divisions previous to change in 1850,-19 as follows:-Abiigton, Bdlybricken, 

Cappsmore, Caherconlish, Costleconnell, Crecora, Derrygnlvin, Doon, Fedamore, Killockeqnedy, 
Kiltannonley, Kilseely, Kilfeenaghta, Kileely, Kilmurry, Limerick, Murroe, Mungret, and - 
Patrickswell. 

Date of declaring Workhoase fit for the reception of paupers, 18th May, 1841. 
Date of first admission of 19th May, 1841. 
Number for which House was originaliy built, 1000. 
Average number of paupcrs mnintained for quarter ending 24th June, 1842, embracing nine 

weeka, 1302. 
Date of declaration of first rate, 5th September, 1840. 
Date of declaration of Union, 20th December, 1838. 
Date of order to borrow for providing a Workhouse, 23rd September, 1839. 
Amount borrowed, f 12,900. 
Amount of contract, E10,000. 

Mr. Cripps, in August, 1842, handed to Mr. Potter, Law Agent of the Corporation, one 
hnndred and twenty-one parchment documents; twelve unimportnnt parcels of proposal8 and 
other papers connectedvith the tolls, as also twelve parccls of papers relative to the lax weir- 
Corporation Tenants' account Book, expired lenses, only four leases made since 1800, none of 
the original charters, old maps, rcntals, or contracts for leases, nor any docnment referring to 
the leases given u p  under which the rents now appearing to be pyable are reserved-Minuter 
of the Rqiomd Corporation, A.D. 1842. 
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up the record, leases, charters, etc., etc., that they did so. Among the 
property that survivcd the general spoliation was the advowson, or per- 
petual right of resentation to the living of St. Laurcnce, in the gift of the 
Corporation. 8 n e  of the early acts of the Corporation was to dispose of 
this advowson, for which purpose an advertisement was published; and in 
February, 1843, i t  was sold to the Trustees of the Asylum Episcopal chapel. 

In  thcir incipient condition and early struggles to meet the demands 
which were left unliquidatcd by their prcdccessors, and to discharge accu. 
mulating claims and liabilities, the ncw Corporation experienced very great 
difficulty: already a sum of over 510,000 was required to pay debts and 
mcet current requirements. The Mayor (Mr. Honan), on his own respon- 
sibility, advanced a sum of 51,500 to cnable the Corporation to take U 

the property which had boon mortgaged to the Board of Works, for whicE 
and for other cqually admirable acts during his mayoralty, a requisition 
was presented to him, to which he acccded, and he was appointed Mayor 
for 11143. 

The Mastcr of the Rolls, Sir Michacl O'Loghlcn, Bart., having died in 
Dublin in Octobcr, r c p t t c d  by cvcry class and party, as a mark of public 
sympathy and rcspcct, the Mayor and Corporation of Limerick attended his 
funcral in mourning costum, as it passcd through thc city on its way to 
- v  

An objcct of very grcat importancc fbr the citizens was to obtain pos;cs- 
sion of the King's IsIand. The influence of the city and county reprcsen- 
tatives was enlisted in the cause; but there were serious obstacles thrown 
in the way, and a treaty with the Commissioners of Woods and Forests for 
the silc ended without auy result.' 

As a mark of appreciation of the services of bravc Limerick men abroad, 
a vote of thanks waa passed by the Council, on the 2nd of January, 1843, 
to Sir Hugh Gough, his aide-de-camp, Captain Gabbctt: Major John Sm- 
gent,3 and his son, Ensign Sargcnt: of the Royal Irish Regiment, and Cap- 
tain Thomas Bourchicr, R.N., five Limerick horoes, for their distinguished 
and noble conduct in China, but without expressing any opinion on the 
character of thc war in China. 

Certain lcacs, of which wc have alrcady spoken, had been given of cor- 
porate roperty to favourites of the old corporators, and to the corporators P tlicmsc vesgand it b o a ~ ~ n c  an object ofimportancc to the new Corporation to 

1 By an inquisition taken 33rd Henry VIII., and preserved in the Birmingham Tower, it a p  
pears thnt " tho p~tsture and gassing of the said island-the King's Island-appertaining to the 
said King's castle, and that the inhabitants of the sitid cittie, had their ingresse for their pasture 
without any interruption". 

Gabbett , this is nu old and influential namo in Limerick. The first of the family who set- 
tled in Ireland was Robcrt Gubbett, of Acton Burnell, Sl~ropshire, Exon of the &ward of Henry VII. 
His descendant Robert died at Caslrel, A D. 1632. Willlam Gabbett, who was marriedto Alicia 
Engl:md, of Lifford, Co. Clsre, acquired the estates of Cahcrline and Rathjordnn, in the county of 
Limeric';, AD. 1665, and from him have descended the Callerline and Rathjordaa, Castlelake snd 
liiyli Pnrk fnmilios, who illtormarried with the ancient family of the Burghsof Dromkeen, the 
Cores of B dlynoe (who claim descent through the Plsntngenet Kings from William the Con- 
queror), the \ \  allers of C'lstle Wnller, the Studdarts of Bunratty, the Lanes of Lane's Park, Co. 
Tipperary, the Lloyds of Castle Lloyd, the Joneses of Mullinabroe, the Riches, and many other 
familiis of disti~~ct&n in the counties of Limerick, Tipperary, and Clare. Several of the family 
filled the officc of High Shcriff of the county of Limerick. The late William Smith O'Brien, Esq., 
was married to Miss hbbett ,  daughter of the late Alderman Joscph Gabbett of Limerick. 
Edmund Gabbett, Ebq.,.w110 died deeply regretted, on the 3&th of February, 1865, filled the 
oace  of bIavor of Limer~cli in 1858. 

a In  so& old docnme~~ts the name is written O'Sargent. The Sargents have filled thg 
office of mayor, bailiff, sheriff, e t c  

Now Colonel J o h  Sargent, C.B., late of 3rd Buffs, 
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break those leases. A resolution \%-as adopted to that effect. Expensive 
liti ation resulted in no corresponding advantage to the citizens, the lands I an rentals remaining as follows, with the exception of the Lime Kilns, the 
lease of which was broken :- 

Gortaklins, ... ... £100 0 0  
Part of Clino bog, ... ... 92 6 2 
Corkanree, ... ... 160 0 0 
Rhebogue Island, . . . ... 130 15 4 
Scattery Island, ... ... 31 10 0 
Lime Kilns, ... ... ,62 3 8 
The Lax Weir, ... ... 300 0 0 

S876 15 2 
Additional rents received by the Corporation, 146 0 0 

Making a total rental of ... £1022 15 2, 
the small remnant of the enormous property in land, etc., which the Cor- 
poration once enjoyed, and even this rental, some few years afterwards, 
was mortgaged for a loan of ;E20,000. 

The great question of a Repeal of the legislative Union, being now para- 
mount, a petition to parliament in favour of Repeal was adopted by the 
Corporation, by a majority of 28 to 6. Six members were absent. The 
Corporation adopted a petition also against certain roposed amendments in 
the Poor Law, and agamst Electoral Divisions. 8 n this occasion Mr. W. 
S, O'Brien, M.P., wrote a long letter, refusing to support the etition of 
the Corporation for Repeal. Sir D a d  Roehe, Y.P., presentcl the peti- 
tion to the House of Commons, and supported its prayer. 

In June, 1843, the Law agent reported that, having had an interview 
with the Earl of Lincoln, one of the Lords Commissioners of Woods and 
Forests, relative to the King's Island and the claims made by the Corpora- 
tion on behalf of the citizens for the restoration of certain rights granted 
by the charter of Queen Elizabeth, he had stated that he was informed 
by the le a1 authorities that no legal right was vested in the citizens 
whereby &ey could establish the title claimed under the charter of Eliza- 
beth, and that consequentJy the Lords Commissioners could not feel war- 

Feb. 6th, 1843-The Corporation adopted s memorial to the Lords of the Treasury, asking 
leave to borrow f 11,000 for the purchase of the King's Island. 

In June this year the new Potato Market a t  the Long Dock, was made at n cost of 61200. 
The following is on a stone tablet near the Mathew Bridge: 

W. H. Owens, 
Arch. 

John Duggan; 
Builder. 

AD. 1843. 
THIS MARKET WAS EBECTED BY 
THE BEFORMED COKPOMTION, 

During the Mayoralty of 
The Right Worshipfnl 
MARTIN HONAN, 

lN THE SECOND YEaB O F  HIS OFFICE. 

John F. Raleigh, Esq., Town Clerk. 

Francin John (YNeil, Esq., Treasurer. 

October 814 1843.-A memorial alopted to the Treasury to borrow S15,m 
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ranted in assenting to a restoration of the claim. Lord Lincoln at the same 
time stated that the Commissioners were willing to afford the citizens an 
opportunity of recreation in a small portion of' the island, and that they 
werc prepared to apply to the Treasury for a certain sum of money for an 
embankment, promded the Corporation would make a suitable passage or 
road thereto. This was ~~ltimately agreed to, and a noble public promenade 
was made. 

The question of Repeal continucd to agitate the country from the centre 
to the sea. The greatest meetings that had ever been known in Ireland, 
not exceeded by those that had taken place during the anti-tithe campaign, 
were held in various places in Munster, Leinster, and Connaught. Limerick 
gave its weight and strength in the national movement. I t  was emphati- 
cally the Repeal year", but in the a i~ t~unn of the ycar, Government, which 
had already fortified the barracks, and indicated its intention to deal with 
the question with a strong hand, prcpnred to take legal measures against 
O'Connell and the popular leadcrs. Thc Corporation of Limerick mct at 
this crisis, and an earnest resolution was adopted on the motion of Alder- 
man Geary, seconded by Alderman Shannon, to the effect that they con- 
sidered the proceedings adoptcd within the year by O'Connell for procur- 
ing the Ropcal of the legislative Union, and the meetings held in various 
parts of the country for that purpose, werc strictly legal and constitutional, 
and did not call for or warrant the intervention of the executive. On $he 
part ofthe people, thcy disclaimed the least intention of violating the laws 
or endangering the public peace, and soleinnly protested against any infrac- 
tion of their legal rnglits to meet and etition Parlisament, upon the mere 

P f P assuin tion that the public Icace won d be disturbed. The Corporation 
went i~rther, and declared t lcir deliberate intention to continue their sug- 
port to Q'Conncll in the same constitutional course that had characterised 
the Repcd movc~nent under his guidance. A copy of this resolution was 
forwardect to the Liberator, with the Corporation seal affixed. A grand 
banquet was also given to him in the new theatre. 

Intense dissatisfaction and great political excitement characterised the 
opening of tlie ycar 1044. O'Conncll and the Repeal leaders who had 
been arrested, were now standing their trial in Dublin, and the intelligence 
of the proceedings of each day, as thcy were received in Limerick, created 
an extraordinary amount of excitement. Alderman Pierce Shannon was 
sworn into the h~ayoralty on tlie 1st of January, and one of the first move- 
lnents of the Corpor~tion was the adoption of a memorial to the Queen to 
dismiss from office Her Majesty's Tory Alinistcn; at the same time the 
Corporation voted their undlminished and unlimited confidence in O'Con- 
nell, whom persecution was making dearer to the hearts of his countrymen. 
A demonstration in sustainment of'O'Connel1 was made soon afterwards in 
Cork, when a .grand banquet was given to him, and on this occasion the 
Corporation of Limerick, headed by the Mayor, proceeded there to com- 
pliment the man of tlie people. Mr. Smith O'Brien, who had hitherto 

On the 6th of February, 1844 it Was resolved to lay out 8,1090 on the approaches and walks 
around the King's Island-one of the approaches at l'llomond Bridge ; the other at P d  Bridge. 

Negotiations were entered into for the purchase of or letting of the Commercisl Buildings in 
Rutland Street, for a Town Hall. 

Memorial8 were forwarded by the Corporation in favour of floating docks, the King's Island 
embankment, and on 'he subject of the great distress of the people, owkg to the want of that 
employment which tlle embankment mould farnisll. All theso measures were wr ied  
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opposed repeal, now thrcw himself into the movcmcnt with enthusiastic 
devotion. 

Amid this state of political cxxcrbation, thc condition of the working 
classes of Limerick was so extremely wretched, that in a petition to Par- 
liament in favour of the Dublin and Cashel (Great Southern and Western) 
Railway, the Corporation set fbrth the astounding het, that it had bcen 
the opinion of all travellers from I n g h  to ICiihl, that there was more 
wretchedness among the poor of Limcrick than among those of any other 
town of equal population in Ireland-that tl~is arosc from want of regular 
employment-that there were l215 journeymen of trades, and only 407 
in regular employment, and 500'3 labourers equally destitute. 

Alderman Shannon, who had bcen an cncrgetic benefactor, a liberal and 
active politician, a warm friend of OIConncll, and an carnest advocate of a 
domestic legislature for Ircland, died rather suddenly, duling his mayoralty, 
in the month of Junc, whcn procceding to take thc chair ai a public meet- 
ing to address O'Conncll, thcn in prison in Dublin, and was buried with 
great ceremony in the church-yard of St. Munchin's, the Catholic Bishop 
and all the city clergy walking in proccssion. Alderman W. J. Gcary, 
M.D., J.P., was chosen for the mayoralty in succession, and lle was redccted 
for the following year (1345)' when lie and the Corporation attcnded a 
levee to and addressed O'Conncll in Dublin. Almost contemporaneously 
with thcse events was t l ~ e  appointment of a cominittec to prcparc a mcmo- 
rial to Government, p!aying that onc of the new collegiate institutions 
(Queen's Colleges) whlch were now projected, be placed in the city of 
Limerick, and to report on thc propricty of having a deputation pro- 
ceed to London to present tlie memorial to the ministers of the crown. 
The inflnence of the Marquis of Lansdowne, the Earl of Clare, Lord 
Monteagle, the Earl of Uunraven, the Earl of Limerick, Viscount 
Adare, the county ancl city mcmbcrs, Augustus Stafford O'Brien, Esq., 
M.P., William Monsell, Esq., and Sir Matthew Barrington, Bart., was 
sought for and obtained. An interview was had with Sir Robert Peel 
and Sir James Graham, to whom the memorial was presented by the 
Mayor. Sir James Graham paid every attention to the statements 
that were made, and dismissed the deputation with an assurance that the 
claims of Limerick to a collegiate institution would receive attention. 
These claims were, however, igpored in favour of Cork ; but on the quce- 
tion of these colleges, public opmion soon afterwards underwent a complete 
revolution, and the often expressed resolutions of the Catholic Prelates 
about them, as well as the opposition of the Catholic body in gencral, have 
vindicated the estimation in which they have been held by the fiiends and 
supporters of free, tolerant, and enliglitehed education. 

An incident of a remarkable character took place in the summer of this 
year, when O'Connell, who arrived in Limerick on his mzy to Dcrrynane, 
accompanied by his fiend, '; honest Tom Steele': and others, was waited on 
by the mayor, who solicited the honour of his company at dinner to meet the 
Corporation. O'Co~mell accepted the invitation ; but an awkwardness arose 
which led to unpleasant results : the judges at the moment on circuit being 
in the city, they too were invited to the mayor's banquet, which was given 
in the Exchange in Mary Street. Onc of these judges had not only tried 
O'Connell m d  the State Prisoners, but had pronounced sentence of incar- 
ceration on the Liberator. When the facts were told to O'Connell, he at 
once left the city, with m intimation to the mayor that it was impossible for 



him to dine with him. Steele and others took fie. Tbc Corporation be- 
came inflamed with excitement. A meeting was convened, and s resoIu- 
tion,.which was pm osed by James Kelly, Esq., M.P. for the city, who at 
the tune was a mem Ee r of the Corporation, and seconded by Maxtin Honan, 
Esq., was to the effect, that 

" !&.is council having heard with surprise that the Liberator is under the im- 
pression that the invitation he received from the Mayor on last Wednesday had 
emanated from this body, resolved, that though on this, as on all other occa- 
sions, we would feel highly proud of the presence of the yet we deem 
it right to communicate to him, that if the Mayor used the name of the Corpo- 
ration, be did so without authority, and that the Town Clerk be instructed to 
apprise the Liberator, that we feel too high a respect for him to allow him for a 
moment to remain under such an impression

y

'. 

An amendment was carried " that no further proceedings be taken in the 
matter till Mr. O'Connell's reply be received". 

On the 11th of August a meeting of the Corporation was held, when 
the Mayor read the following remarkable lctter from O'Connel1:- 

'' Derrynane Abky, 
7th Augzist, 1845. 

MY DEAR MATOR, 
I am very much afraid that out of my anxiety to prevent disunion in the 

Corporation of Limerick, 1 have fallen into the opposite error, and have been the 
means of creating something like confusion, instead of that conciliation which it 
was my anxious desire to promote, and which of course continues to be so. 

I certainly did understand you to invite me in tbe name of the Corpo- 
ration, of which you are the head, and I communicated that fact to my friend 
Martin Honan, who was so kind as to undeceive me and to set the matter right. 

I need not say that I am now perfectly convinced that the mistake was 
mine, and that you did no more than intimate that the Corporation would dine 
with you to meet me; I do n't know how to account for my mistake, and I am 
now exceedingly anxious to apologize to you and to my friend Honan, and indeed 
to the entire Corporation, for having created any ulieasy feeling on this subject. 

I wish to heaven it were in my power to put an end to the jealousies that 
unhappily prevail, and to have anything that has passed buried in oblivion. 
Let by-gones be by-gones, and let us a l l  combine for the forwarding of the 
Repeal in future. 

I was the more anxious 'to reconcile the popular party in Limerick to 
each other, because the result of existing feuds is, that the connection with tbe 
Repeal Association is not kept as it ought to be. 

I am personally very grateful to you for your individud invitation. I 
am exceedingly obliged to the Corporation for the cordial kindness which they 
have exhibited towards me ; and it is to me a source of consolation to find so 
much of what deserves to be called flectionate attention from so truly patriotic 
and respectable a body as the Corporation of Limerick. 

With respect to n public dinner to myself-that is a subject upon the 
originating of which 1 could not possibly take any part or express any opinion. 
There are so maily local circumstances that must belong to a meeting of that 
kind, tbat all I could say is, that those who are on the spot are alone competent 
to judge of the fitness of any such proceeding. 

The last public dinner in Limerick was so brilliantly successfd that any 
diminution of its splendour would be deemed a failure. I throw this out as the 
only hint 1 can give on the subject ; our sole dject should 6e how to advance the 
cazcse of Bepeal, quite independently of any compliment to any individual. 

Will you be so good as to convey my gratitude to your brother Cor- 
porators, and be assured that I am, 

My dear Mayor, 
Yours faithfully and sincerely, 

The Right Worsh;I,JuZ the DANIEL OyCONNELL. 
Mayor of ZlimericYY. 

The matter ended here ; but it left some bitterness, which time, however, 
eradicated. 

The &krs of the Corporation were not in a flourishing condition, and 
at a meeting of that body, held on the 1st of Se tember, a motion was made 
by Alderman Mulcahy to the effect that the S ary of the Mayor be fixed S 
at £300 per annum. There was very great distress too throyghout the 
city, as had been shown to the Government by several memorials. The 
Treasury permitted the Corporation to raise a sum of &5,942 17s. 6d., by 
loan; and employment to some extent was given, when on the 29th of 
November the first arch stone of the Mathew Bridge was laid by the Mayor. 

A movement had been going on in the Corporation and among the 
citizens for a statue of Sarsfield, Earl of Lucan, and models were sou ht 

E 
f for by U% advertisement. Mr. Kirk of Dublin forwarded a mo el, 

which, owever, was not approved of, and the question was not revived. 
E. P. G. Ryan, Esq., was sworn in Mayor of Limerick on the 1st of 

Januwy, 1846, a year rendered remarkable not only by continued political 
excitement, but by the secession from the Re a1 Association of the Young 
Ireland arty, and the meeting of the Roya Agricultural Association in E f" 
Limeric . At the banquet of this Association given in the theatre the 
Mayor presided. The year was more remarkable, perhaps, for the potato 
failure and its terrific consequences. 

A sum of &5,000 was collected in the city to meet the exigencies of the 
dreadful caTe, which was thought so little of, however, by some of the 
agricultural philosophers at the dinner just referred to, that Mr. Smith, of 
deans tow^, expressed himself to the effect that the blackening of the 
potato would be attended with no danger, and that its effect would PSS 
away speedily, and leave no injurious result to deplore, 

A demonstraGon in sustainment of Mr. W. S. O'Brien, M.P., took place 
on Thursday the 6th of June, when a magnificent reception was given to 
bim on his first visit to Limerick after his confinement by- order of the 
House of Commons. On this occasion there was a procession of the con- 
gregated trades, the temperance societies, the Corporation, including the 
Mayor, the Aldermen, snd Councillors, a long line of pedestfians and 
equestrians to the number of 20,000. Trees were brought from the coun- 
try to form triumphal d e s .  The neighbouring towns furnished ad&- 

A& 1846.-The snm of S600 was offered to Mr. O'Hara, as assignee of Mr. Arthur, for 
hia interest in the Commercisl Buildings, and accepted, for s Town Hall for the meetings of the 
Corporatinn, etc., instead of the Exchange in the English tow.. 

April 2ist.-S682 were admced to credit of Publio Works as the contributioo of Caqoration 
to make the roadway around the a g ' s  Island. 

Sept. 21st.-A movement was got up for a cemetery on portion of f ig ' s  Islnud. This 
cerneky is now used by the military only. 

October 30th.-Memorial for a loan of ElO,OOO to Lords of T r e a s n ~  ior embanliroent of 
Brthur'8 Quay, and erection of places for public corn markets, etc. 

April 22nd, 1847.-The New Beading Booms established at the Town RaU. 
Joseph hIurphy, Esp., appointed Town Clerk, in the room of the late John F. Bdeigh, Esq., 

deceased. 
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tional numbers, and the music of several bands gave further life to the 
proceedings of the day. Next the trades 'rode Smith O'Brien himself in 
a triumphal chair, a fine piece of workmanship made by Mr. Owens, of 
Mallow Street, and in this chair, accompanied by the mayor in his robes, he 
passed amidst the cheers of thousands along a route embracing all the 
chief parts of the city, except the lanes and alleys. The procession was 
followed by a monster meeting, which was held in a field in the north 
Liberties. 

The Corporation had already adopted a resolution, which Alderman 
Geary proposed, fully sustaining the course that had been adopted in Yar- 
liament by Mr. Smith O'Brien. On this occasion the expediency of the 
course adopted by Mr. O'Brien was not approved of by OIConnell; and a 
wide difference of opinion arose between them, which led to that disrup- 
tion of the great repeal party and the break up of the greatest political 
organization which Ireland had ever witnessed. 

f i e  following year, 1847, was remarkable for events of the most thril- 
ling importance, including the ever-to-be-lamented death of the Liberator 
at Genoa, on his way to Rome, on the 15th of May; a general election, 
and the continuance of the decimating famine. On the 1st of January, 
Thomas Wallnutt, Esq., was sworn into the office of Mayor. A strong 
feeling prevailed at this time in reference to the expenditure of the Cor- 
poration on improvements in the old town, over and above the ordinary 
sums applied under the Act of Parliament, to discharge the interest of the 
debt due by that body, the salaries to officers, etc. I t  was complained that 
a sum of &ll,937 2s. 4d. had been expended in this way since the New 
Corporation had been formed, in addition to a sum of from 31,000 to 
f 1,500 a year in paving, watching, and cleansing for the six years re- 
viously. The St. Michael's Commissioners continued to discharge:t elr 
duties with benefit to the interests over which they presided in the capacity 
of a taxing and watching, lighting and cleansing body; and it now became 
.a serious matter of debate whether the revenues of the Corporation and 
the loans should go to the requirements of the old town, rather than to an 
equal and impartial distribution of them over the city at large. The matter 
was brought before the Corporation by Dr. Griffin, a member of that body, 
and a resolut.ion which was proposed by him, embodying his views, was 
carried, The Commissioners and the Corporation had serious discussions 
on the subject, which had its result in a few years subsequently in the in- 
troduction of the Limerick Oorporate Reform Act, which gave the .control 
of the entire city to the Corporation, and which annihilated the Commis- 
sioners. The Corporation during these proceeding adopted a petition to 
Parliament against Ministers' money. The subject of a Repeal of the 
Union was again mooted, and a petition to the legislature in its favour was 
carried by an overwhelming majority of the council. The Corporation also 
expressed its sympathy and concurrence with an ineffectual movement 
begun in the House of Commons by Lord George Bentinck, M.P., for the 
advancement of a loan from the Imperial Treasury of &20,000,000 to Ire- 
land for publiq works, in order to meet and repel the ravages which the 
famine h d  bein making on the eople. Y On the 27th of May the i n k  ligence was received in Limerick of the 
death of O'Connell at Genoa. The city at once assumed the garb of mourn- 
ing. The foremost man of Xis age had died on a foreign shore, sore at 
heart at the situation of his country, the frustration of hopes, and the 

HISTOBT OF LIMERICK. 507 

ingratitude with which a section at least of his countrymen had tireated 
a patriot who had laboured with indefatigable perseverance and unparalleled 
zeal for over half a century, in the service of' Ireland. To every sho in 1 the city the shutters were put up. The vessels in the harbour had t eir 
flags half mast high. The newspapers throughout the country put their 
columns in deep mourning The voice of political schism was silenced for 
a time ; and all felt the heavy blow that had been inflicted on society and 
on liberty throughout the world by the loss of the mighty leader. A special 
meeting of the Corporation was convened to express public feeling on the 
lamentable event which caused the tears of millions of people to flow. A 
resolution was adopted. 

&'Tbat the intelligeme of the death of O'Connell, justly styled the Liberator of 
Ireland, has filled the members of this council with the deepest grief-impressed 
as we are with the vivid recollection of the manifold services conferred by him 
upon his native country. Whilst we bow with submissio~i to the decree of Provi- 
dence, which has snatched him from a people who loved him and from a world 
filled with the fame of his peaceful victories, we offer our sympathy and condo- 
lence to our now doubly dicted countrymen for the loss sustained by his death, 
the loss of a leader of so much energy and genius, of a patriot so pure and un- 
sullied, of a Christian statesman, whose principles led to the infraction of no laws, 
divine or human. On his grave when dead, as on the altar of peace, we would 
desire to place the tribute, which would be so grateful to him when living, an 
oblivion of all differences among ourselves, and a determination to work together 
for the land of his affection. 

"That this Council will join in any tribute which may hel:eafter be adopted by 
the Irish nation, testifying our feeling of respect for the memory of O'Gonnell, 
and that the Mayor be requested to convene a special meeting when the occasion 
shall arise". 

On the 8th of June there was a solemn Office and High Mass at St. 
Michael's Parochial Church, for the repose of the soul of O'Connell. The 
Mayor, though a Protestant-to show his rzspect for the memory of the 
Illu~trious Dead, with a large majority of the members of the council, etc., 
went in procession to the Church, which was crowded with citizens. There 
never was more heart-felt sorrow than on this occasion. I t  must, however, be 
stated, that among a small section of the people,,feelings antagonistic to the 
polic7 and principles of the Liberator had been finding expression in various 
fbrms. In July of this year, a resolution was brought forward in the Corpo- 
ration, to the effect that i t  was contrary to the honest advocacy-of Repeal to 
seek for place under any government. This proposition was regarded in the 
light of a slur on the memory of the deceased patriot, and an insidious attack 
on his family and the admirers of his policy ; yet at the general election 
John O'Brien, Esq., and John O'Connell, Esq. (the beloved son of the Li- 
berator), were returned for the city as Members of Parliament. An amend- 
m e ~ t  to the resolution, moreover, was adopted by the Council to the effect 

That the charge ungratefully made against the late illustrious Liberator and 
his patriotic family, of having abandoned the honest advocacy of repeal by the 
solicitation or acceptance of favours from the Government, is unjust and un- 
founded-a slander upon the memory of the dead and the character of the 
living; and believing the resolution now proposed to be indirectly a repetition 
of that charge, we reject it". 

The strong sense of the people also not only rejected the proposition, 
but a general subscription commenced throughout the city and county of 
Limenck, in suetainment of a National Testimonial to the memory of 
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OIConnall. A large sum was subscribed, and forwarded to a National 
Committee then formed in Dublin for that ateful purpose; but as the 
sums raised by the Parishes of St. Michae P , Parteen, St. Patrick, and 
Monaleen, amounting to $151, were retained by the merest chance in 
Limerick, and were subsequently lodged in the Provincial Bank of Ireland 
by the Treasurer of the fund, William Roche, Esq., the money formed the 
nucleus of a much larger and more general subscription, which some few 
years subsequently was raised by the city and county, and by the counties 
of Tipperarp and Clare, for the magnificent statue in bronze to O'Connell, 
which graces the Crescent in Limerick, and of which we shall have to treat 
in due course. 

An action was brought this year, by Mr. Joseph Robinson, merchant, 
against the tenant of that portion of the Tolls and Customs comprised 
under the head Tolls and Customs on river and water carriage", as here- 
tofore collected. The action arose from the seizure of a portion of a cargo 
of Indian corn, imported into Limerick from Kilrush by a t rad in~ vessel 
during the previous year, after toll had been demanded and refusez. De- 
fence was taken by the Corporation. The action invohed the whole ques- 
tion of that portion of the revenue of the citizens of Limerick, which went 
under the head of Tolls and Customs-nearly four-eths of the Bprou h 
Fund-a fund from time immemorial collected, as in Liverpool, CO%, 

Glasgow, Bristcl, etc. The right had been before challenged, but without 
effect. I n  1823 an action had been brought agaiist the then existing Corpo- 
ration, to test their right to levy tolls and customs. I t  was tried in Cork, 
and a verdict found for the Corporation. The case embracing the greater 
portion of the Borough Fund, out of which the public markets were main- 
tained, the public charities contributed to, the cleansing, watering, light- 
ing of the old town, etc., defrayed, the local courts supported, and the 
general impro~ement of the city advanced, it was unanimously resolved to 
defend the action, which was done successfully. 

This, however, was but the commencement of a more concentrated and 
powerful attack on the tolls and customs of the Corporation, in a word, on 
the principal yevenue of that body, which eventuated, in 1850, in the loss 
of the tolls and a verdict in favour of the Great Southern and Western 
Railway, which disputed the legal right of the Corporation to le 

Michael Quin, Esq., was sworn Mayor of Limerick on the 1st of 9 anuary, 
1848. On the 4th of May railway communic~tion was opened up for the 
first time between Limerick and Dublin; and possession was obtained of 
the Island Bank, or road-way around the King's Island, for the recreation 
of the citizens.' The Corporation agreed with the eminent artist, the late 

' On a atone at the walk at the Thomond Bridm aide of the embankment is the following 
hscription ;- 

W 

PUBLIC WALK 
TO TEIE KING'S ISLAND EMBAECXMENT, 

EXECUTED UETDEE THE DIRECTIONS OF THE 
X. CORPORATION OF LIMERICK AND THE 

COMMISSIONERS 0B' HEB MAJESTY'S WOODS 
AND FORESTS, COXPLETED IN OCTOBER, 1848. 

M1C-L BOYGAN, CIVIL ENGINEER 
MICHAEL QUINN, UYOR OF LIMERICK. 
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Mr. Haverty, paint the well-known picture of the Liberator, which has 
beea suspended in the Council Chamber, and which a few years after 
narrowly escaped the ravages of a fire which broke out in the Town Hall. 
Mr. Waverty got 150 guineas for the picture. 

This was an era of revolution abroad and of unexam led excitement at E home. The Corporation voted an address to the Frenc people on their 
victorious achievement of liberty". The unhappy events which occurred 
in Ireland in 1848 are written on a sad page of her chequereii history, and 
can on1 ?' be referrcd to in the language of unavailing indignation and 
grief. The grand n~tional organization was broken up. Thousands of 
troops filled the country. The people continued to fall beneath famine 
and cholera, and the workhouses were crowded beyond endurance. Never 
yet was there a morc gloomy crisis in the fortunes of Ireland. A soiree, 
which was given to Mr. Smith O'Bricn, Mr. John Mikhell, Mr. Thomas 
Frar~cis Mcagher, etc., at a store iu Thomas Street, ended in a disagreeable 
manner, fire having been set to the windows and shutters, and the lives of 
those within placed in jeopardy.' In the autumn of this year the trial of 
the State Prisoners, viz., Mr. Smith O'Brien, M.P., Thomas F. Meagher, 
Mr. T. B. Mac Manus, and Mr. O'Donoghue, took place in Clonrnel before 
the Lord Chief Justice Blackburne, the Chief Justice of the Common 
Pleas (Dohcrty), and Mr. Justice Moore, when those '. who loved their 
country not wlsely but too well", were sentenced to the death of traitors, a 
sentence which was commuted to transportation for life, from which only 
one of them returned, viz., Mr. Smith OIErien. 

In  the beginning of the year a Special Commission sat in Limerick, when 
several prisoners were tried, including William Ryan (commonly called 
Ryan Puck), who was hanged in front of the county Limerick jail on the 
7th of February, for the murder of John Iklly at Knockscntry in the pre- 
vious September. Other prisoners were sentenced to trans ortation, among P whom was William Prewen, who was transported for li e for harbouring 
Ryan Puck. The Lord Chief Justice and the Lord Chief Baron presided. 
Sir David Roche was High Sheriff of the county.* 

Alderman John Boyse filled the office of Mayor in 1849 ; he presented 
address of thc Corporation to her klajesty the Queen, at a levee which 

was held in Dublin in A ~ g u s t . ~  He laid the foundation of the ncw 
floating docks, for which he was presented with a silver trowel. He was a 
thorough liberal, a solicitor of eminence, and an energetic member of the 
independents. He died during his mayoralty about November, and was 
succeeded for the remainder of the term by Laurence Quinlivsn, Esq. 

January lst, 1850, Laurence Quinlivan, Esq., was chosen Mayor. He 
presided at a banquet given by the citizens to General Lord Gough on his 
Lordship's return from India, 16th >!ay.' He also attendcd the Lord 

1848.-1st Dec.-A sum of E120 a year, which had been gnnted out of the corporate funds 
to the " Philosophical Society", was now discontinued by a vote of the Corporation. 

1 THACKERAY, who more than once expended his gall on Limerick, wrote a ludicrous ballad 
on the subject for Punch. 

2 The Chief Baron Pigott hnd sentenced Ryan to be hanged on thc 6th of February, which 
being Sunday, the day was changed to the 7th of the mouth. 

3 On the 3rd of September Mr. Hampton, the aeronaut, accompanied by Hampden Russell, 
Esq., and Mr. Townsend, C.E., made a successfd ascent in the magnificent balloon, Erin-Go- 
Bra& from a yard in Cecil Street. 

- 

4 tiugh Viscount Gough was born at Woodsdown, in the county of Limerick, in 1779. His 
father was Lieuteunnt-Colouel of the City of Limerick Militia for many years, and was present 



Mayor of London's banquet to Prince Albert with the Mayors of the 
United Kingdom, in furtherance of the great industrial exhibition of all 
nations. 

1851.-Thaddeus MLDonnell, Esq., was sworn Mayor on the 1st of 
January . 

This year was particularly remarkable for the great excitement caused 
by the attempt to get up a new persecution against Catholics, under pre- 
tence of repelling papal aggression", consequent on a foolish and inflam- 
matory letter of Lord John Russell. The subject caused the greatest in. 
dignation in Limerick, in which meetings were now held supporting Mr. 
J. O'Connell, for tenant right, and to memorial the Queen in favour of Mr. 
W. S. O'Brien. At a stormy gathering of the Corporation, an attcmpt 
had been made to get a vote of censure passed against the city membe:~, 
but in vain. Mr. O'Connell's resignation was afterwards reluctantly accep- 
ted, and he was succeeded in the representation by the Earl of h n d e l  
and Surrey, who was received by the Catholic bishop and clergy and a great 
number of citizens on his arrival, and who for the short time he continued 
representative, contributed largely to the local charities. 

1852, January Ist, Thomas Kme, Esq., M.D., J.P., Mayor. 
January 27th, a great banquet was given in Limerick in honour of Lord 

Arundel, \rho, however, was unavoidably absent. 
There was a general election this year. Robert Potter and Francis Wm. 

Russell, Esqrs., were returned members for the city. Mr. Sergeant O'Brien 
mas the third candidate, and lost his election by a small majority. The ex- 
citement conseqwnt on his defeat was tremendous. 

The requirements of the city demanding improved market accommoda- 

1851. -Richnrd L. Shiel died at Florence, in the May of this year. 
Sunday, 5th October.-A most extraordinary tornado, which caused several singular accidents, 

and considerable damage to property, took place in Limerick. One man, Thomas Ryan, was 
blown down and killed. I t  was exactly like a West Indian hurricane, and had been prein- 
dicated by a small cloud. 

in command of that regiment, at the brilliant action of Colooney. At the early age of 13, 
young Gough was appointed by Colonel Vereker to a commission in the City of Limerick Regi- 
ment, whence he was transferred by the influence of his kind patron to the line. After a short 
time he joined the 87th Regiment, with which he proceeded to the West Indies, and was present 
at  the attack upon Port Rico and the taking of Surinam. But events of greater importance 
were occur&g elsewhere, and Gough, with the gallant S'lth, were ordered to the Peninsula. 

Whilst Napoleon was making himself master of Vienna, and gathering fresh laurels a t  
Wagram, Sir Arthur Wellesley, with a force including the 87th Regiment, then under the tem- 
porary command of Gough, was engaged in a series of brilliant operations before Oporto, from 
which he ultimately drove Soult, and delivered Portugal from the enemy. Gough, then Major, 
accompat~ied Sir Arthur in his ad~ance  into Spain, and distingu~shed himself in the glorious 
action of Tnlavera. Here he was severely wounded, and had a horse shot under him. Gough 
obtained his brevet Lieutenant-Colonelcy. At Barossa, his regiment again covered itself with 
glory. Gough led the gallant charge of the S7th, and captured the first French eagle taken 
durmg the war. 

Again me meet the gallant Gough and the 57th on the blood stained field of Vittoria (June, 
18!3), where his regiment captured the baton of Marshal Jourdan, which procsred the baton ofa 
Field Marshal of. England to Lord Wellington. But Lord Gough's day had not yet arrived. 
From thence it may shortly be said, that Gough always did his duty-that he was severely 
wounded at  the battle of the =velle (November, 1814)-that he received from the king of 
Spain the honour of knighthood, as a special mark of his Majesty's admiration of his conduct 
during the war, and that he then retired into a comparatively private state till the year 1837, 
when he was appoir tccl to the command of the Mysore division in India, having previously (m 
1530) obtained the rank of Major-Gened. 

England having became inxolved in war with the Celestial Empire, Gough was d e c t e d  in 
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tion, an act of parliament was passed this year for establishing public markets 
in Limerick, by which all a.griculturit1 produce, cattle, etc., must be sold 
in the public market-places alone ; and all corn, butter, etc., must be weighed 
by the Markets' Trustees previous to sale, a system which has given much 
satisfaction to buyers aud sellers; and a sum of about $1,500 a year is paid 
to the Corporation out of the revenues of the markets in lieu of their for- 
mer tolls. 

The question of the O'Connell monument again arose during the mayor- 
alty of Dr. Kane; and there being no appearance of the national mcnu- 
ment in Dublin, the propriety of renewed local exertion was mooted to 
cornmcmorate the fame of the illustrious chieftain in " the city of the vio- 
latcd treaty". Through the exertions of the Mayor and the Rev. R. J. 
O'Higgin, O.S.F., a meeting was convencd on Wednesday the 2nd of No- 
vember, when the chair was taken by the Mayor; the Town Clerk, Joseph 
Murphy, Esq., was requested to act as Secretary. I t  was proposed by 
Maurice Lenihan, Esq., seconded by Rev. J. O'Higgin, O.S.F., and unani- 
mously resolved- 

"That we hereby agree to retain the O'Connell Fund at present in the Pro- 
vincial Bank of Ireland for the purpose of erecting a local monument to the 
memory of the illustrious Liberator". 

I t  was further resolved, on the motion of Eugene O'Callaghan, Esq., 
seconded by Joseph Murphy, Esq.- 

"That this committee devise the most appropriate mode of applying the fund 
in bank, and any additional sums that may be subscribed, in commemoration of 
the memory and fame of O'Connell, having regard to the original object for 
which the fund was subscribed, and that this committee report accordingly the 
result to a future meeting". 

A subscription list was opened among those present, m d  a sum of £30 
was laid down. I t  was further resolved that the Mayor should communi- 
cate with John Hogan, the eminent Irish sculptor, on the subject; and a 
stirring article in the Limerick Reporter and Tipperary Vindicator" gave 
further impetus to a movement, which, in the estimation of the public at 
large, had already made great progress, but which required a few years 
more to develop into the fullest and most perfect proportions. 

1840, to command the British. Conquests in remote pnrts of the Empire having proved quite 
useless, General Gough determined to strike some blow which would really be felt a t  the seat of 
empire, an2 a peace for which the emperor paid twenty-one millions of dollars was the 
immediate result. 

In  1842 General Gough was created s baronet, as r reward for his conduct in China, and in 
Au,p~t, 1843, he was appointed Commander-in-Chief in Indiu-shortly after which, the victories 
of hfaharaghpoor and i uniar showed that the position he filled was not an honorary one, The 
first eampaig ,against the Seiks terminated after the battles of Moodkee and Ferozeshah, in 
the decisive victory of Babraon; and Gough was rewarded by being elevated to the peerage. I n  
1849 he w w  further elevated to a Viscounty. 

But the Seiks were not yet subjugated Lord Gongh was recalled, and Sir Charles Nnpier 
wan appointed to succeed him. But before his successor arrived, the veteran had met the 
enemy enonnousIy reinforced, at Googeret. The British arms triumphed, and Gough ter- 
minated his career in India mly  with the compl2te termination of the war. 

Lord Gough shortly afterwards returned to Ireland covered with glory, having been succes- 
sively crcnted s Baronet, Baron, and T'iscomit, a Field Narshal, and having thrice received the 
thanks ofParliament for his gallant achievements. 

In the land of his birth, surrounded by retainers who love him, thii venerable warrior devotes 
the evening of his days to the social improvement of his fellow corntrymen. 
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1853, January lst, ~ i i l i a m  Henry Hall, Esq., Mayor. 
Limerick exhibited ip this year some cheering signs of remunerative 

employment and commercial advancement. At  the lace factory in Upper 
Glentworth Street, 740 hands were employed, and in Messrs. Forrest's in Ab- 
bey Court, 420, besides establishments in Clare Street, Patrick Street, and 
fiom 200 to 300 small job houses throughout the city, altogether employ- 
ing some 8,500 females. The Messrs. ltussell's spinningmill on the North 
Strand was also rapidly being prepared. The Poynes Railway was pro- 
jected; and the Sisterhood of the Good Shepherd instructed a number of 
young women at their convent in making Valenciennes lace. Orna- 
mental art also received a great impetus in the government school of de- 
sign. 

January lst, 1854, Henry Watson, Esq., who had been Mayor under 
the old corporate regime in 1823-'24-'65, was elected Mayor, under the 
provisions of the Limerick Corporate Reform Act, which, while i t  abolished 
the Commissioners of St. Michael's Parish, gave the Corporation increased 
powers of taxation, etc., changed the boundaries of the wards, limited the 
number of Aldermen to eight, and gave four Councillors to each of the 
eight wards. I t  was a strange sight to witness the exponent of the ex- 
ploded system of corporate misdeeds chosen as the first Mayor of what 
may be termed the second reformed Corporation; but the liberals of that 
body not being able to agree among themselves on a candidate of their 
own party, they chose Alderman Watson, who fell into their ranks and 
acted with that section of the council. During his mayoralty, Alderman 
Watson traversed, according to ancient usage, the land and water bounda- 
ries of the municipality. In  July, accompanied by the Corporation, he 

1853.-Sept. 2.-The Commissioners reported in favour of the S h a ~ o n  as compared with 
Galway, as a transatlanctic packet station 

September 2tithrtThe Lord Lieutenant and the Countess of St. Germans visited Xessrs. 
Russels's factory on the North Strand. Thegreat Munsterfair was established, to which an extra 
fair was added in 1865. The Floating Docks, the h e s t  work of the kind in Ireland, were 
opened by the Earl of St. Germans, who was entertained on this occasion at  a great banquet in 
the theatre. On the previous day his Excellency turned the first sod of the Foynes Railway, 
on the estate of Lord blonteagle, at Foynes. 

War proclaimed against Xussia. The lrish Militia embodied. 
Terms awreed to for telelegraphic communication between Limerick and London. 
Wm. ~ 1 2 t h  O'Ericn released by the " spo&aneous act of Government". The spontaneity is 

believed to have received considerable stimulus from the real of his former parliamentary 
colleague, Mr. Monsell. 

April 17th.-A great meeting was,held in St. Michael's Church, Limerick, to adopt a petition 
s,&st the new measures for the invasion of nunneries. The Mayor presided. The Right 
Rev. Dr. Ryan made a powerful speech on the occasion. The petition was signed by upwards 
of 10,000 persone. Mr. Whiteside's hill was shelved by a count out. 

Young Men's Societies established by the Rev. R. B. O'Brien, C.C., of St. Mary's. The Very 
Rev. Dr. Cahill delivered the third of' his course of scientific lectures to this Society, in the 
July of this year, at the Theatre Royal, Limerick. 

1884.-August 6th.-Dr. Geary reported that a great number of cases of cholera had appeared 
of late in the city. 

September 28th.-Death of one of the city representatives, Xobert Potter, Esq. The 
funeral procession to Jlouiit St. Laurence Cemetery was attended by the Corporation and other 
public bodies. 

October 26th.-A meeting was held at  the Town Hall, the Mayor presiding, for the purpose 
of opening a subscription for the widows and orphans of soldiers, lately fallen in action in the 
Crimea. The Earl of Clare and the Right Kev. Dr. Ryan, the Catholic Bishop, attended. 

October 28th.-Sergeant O'Brien was returned without opposition &LP. for the city. 
November.-Scattery Island was annexed, by order of Privy Council, to the barony of 

Moywta, in the county Clare. 
1)ecember.-S. E de \.'ere, Esq., canvassed the oounty of Limerick snocessfdly; Idr. Bar. 

rington, less W ;  Colonel Dickson, a candidste, withdrew from the field. 
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exercised the rights of Admiralty on the Shannon; he entertained the 
members of the Corporation sumptuously on board the river steamer, which, 
when off Scattery Island, grounded for a short time, to the alarm of all on 
board. Alderman Watson was an active chief magistrate, and went 
loyally with the party to which he had newly allied himself. 

January lst, 185 5, Henry O'Shea, Esq., Mayor. 
It was in this year that, at a meeting of the Corporation, on the 17th of 

M!y, the Mayor (Henry O'Shea, Esq.) in the chair, an announcement was 
made by him which took the citizens by surprise, viz., that a sum of 
;E1,040 had been subscribed for the erection of a statue in Limerick to the 
memory of Lord Viscount Fitzgibbon, who fell at the battle of Balaklava; 
and Mr. O'Shea proposed that the centre of the Crescent should be allo- 
cated by the Corporation as a site for the intended monument. Five 
members of the Council who had taken an active and earnest interest in 
the O'Connell monument movement, did not permit this intimation to pass 
without an expression on their part of strong disapproval that any site for 
the Fitzgibbon monument should be set apart without first con-ulting the 
Council. Among the citizens generally there was marked disapprobation. 
The subject was taken up with warmth and energy by them, and by the 
Reporter and Vindicator newspaper; meetings were held ; and at a subse- 
quent meeting of the Council, a resolution was adopted refusing the site at 
,the Crescent for the Fitzgibbon monument, and affirming a proposition that 
it should be given to the projected one to the Liberator. A committee was 
appointed to collect additional snbscriptions. Thomas Roche, Esq., Thomas 
Xane, Esq., MD., J.P., and Michael Quin, Esq., wcre named as treasurers,' 
and the Rev. R. J. O'Higgin, O.S.F., and Mnurice Lenihan, Esq , secre- 
taries. An impassioned appeal was printed and circulated, which called upon 
the people generally to vindicate the memory of O'Connell by largely con- 
tributing to a monument destined to perpetuate his memory in L~merick. 
C~ntributions poured in from every quarter. The committee advertised for 
mulptors to send in estimates for a bronze statue and pedestal, which re- 
sulted in an agreement with Hogan for the work, which wascarried through 
with complete succcess, as we shall see as we proceed. The Fitzgibbon 
monument, which we have already described, was completed within a 
short time ; and the Wellesley Bridge, as we have seen, was chosen by its 
projectors, where i t  was duly inaugurated. 

An important inquiry was held this year by the Queen's Comm$sioners 
who were appointed to inquire into the endowments, funds, and actual 
condition of the schools endowed for the purposes of education in Ireland. 
The Commissioners opened the proceedings on the 1st of September in thc 
p d  jury room of the County of Limerick Courthouse. A large amount 
of evidence wm 'ven, in relation particularly to the Protestant Endowed !ll Schools, on whic , in general, they reported unfavourably; indeed well 
nigh with unreserved hostility, showing that a great change should be 
made in.their constitution and management? The Commissioners bestowed 

1856. Fountaim were in this year erected for the me  of the poorer classes of the city. 

1 Mr. Roche, owing to advanced age; did not act, npon which Eugeue O'~ghan,Esq.,  W= 
wbntitnkd - - - - - -- - - 

The nchools inqaired into an +.his occasion by the Commissioners, viz, the Marquis of 
Kildare, Rev. Dr. Charles Graves, Bobert bndrews, LLD., George Henry Hnghes, Esq, Q.C, 
now one of the Barons of the Conrt of Exchequer, and Archibald John Stepheng Esq., were:- 

1. The Diocesan Free Sohool for the Dioaeses of Limeriok, JCillaloe, and Kilfenon It 
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the highest possible praise on the Catholic schools, and particularly on the 
schools of the Christian Brothers. 

The year 1856 was destined to witness other remarkable movements on 
the part of the citizens of Limeric!. James Spaight, Esq., was elected to 
the mayoralty on the 1st of January. On the 27th of the same month 
an influential meeting of the parishioners of St. John's was held in the old 
cliapcl of that parish, the Right Rev. Dr. Ryan in the chair. The meeting 
was called for the purpose of devising means of raising subscriptions towar& 
the erection of a new church or cathedral in that historic parish. The 
attendance of clergy and laity proved the interest which was taken in the 
movement. The venerable bishop spoke in liberal terms, expressing 
himself certain that the good work would be aided a d  encouraged not 
only by tlic Catholics of the diocese, but by those Protestant friends who 
had given the benefit of a generous cooperation on other occasions to 
Catholic projects. A subscription ww then and there opened for the 
parish itself, which realized a sum of £615 7s. The Rev. William 
Bourke stated that the idea of holding the meeting that day had been 
suggested by Mr. Richard Raleigh, one of their energetic and intelli- 
ucnt parishioners. The cntliusiwm S r ed .  Money poured in. The P &c cllosen for the new church wm wit lin a few yards of the famous a k  
of St. John's, wherc so many patriob had suffered death at the h a n g  of 
Ircton, and in immediate proximity to the spot from which the legions 
of William had bccn hurled with defeat and disaster in 1690. The Bisho 
then proceeded to the parishes adjoining the city, where he was receive B 
with equal warmth and generosity ; and after some time he went through 
tlic scvcral parishes of the dioccse, where he was heart;ly welcomed, and 
wherc large sums wcre contributed by clergy and people. 

nppcnrs from the report* that there had been a school in Limerick in 1788, with a house in bad 
condition; therc wcre twenty-six boys, but none free. Therewas at  the same time a school in 
ICillnloc, with ninctecn boys, or whom two were free, but no schooll~uuse. In 1809 there was no 
nvnilablo schoolhouse in Limrick, the old one being in ruins; but there was aschoolhom with 
a garden nt ICillnloc, and twenty-eight boys, but no free scholars. The Grand Juries of the 
county and city of Limcrick wcre the first to exercise the enlarged powers conferredon them in 
1813 to present for schoolhouses, and they began to create a fund for the purpose in 1816. I,, 
1833 the fw~d amounted to f 1640; but it was not until 1837 that they were able to ntaiue it, 
owing to tho fnct that it remnined in the hands of the county treasurer, when at  length i t  W= 
handed ovcr to a committee of mnnagcment for the building of a schoolhouse. A memorial 
from thc bishop and clergy of the dioceses of Killaloe and Kilfenora was presented to the con- 
mi:sioncrs, in which they complained that since the annexation of their ffihool to Lierick,  
they pnid a yearly sum of £75, from which they received no benefit, and they prayed that the 
moncy should bc given for the establishment of Exhibitions in Trinity College, o- in any other 
way that might be npproved of. The commissioners disapproved of the w y  in which the 
school was conductcd, there being but five scholars there on their visit, whereas them had been 
SCVCII~~-four in 1838. The school in this year (1865) is under the management of the &v. Dr. 
Hall, and contains eleven pnpils, of whom fonr are free. 

2. pallasgrcnc (Erasmus Smith's) School, which has been connected with the Chnrch Eduea- 
tion Society, and which the Commissioners pronounced defective in the extreme, though enjoy- 
ing largo cndowmcnta. Erasmus Smith's estates in the county Limerick are worth f3,000 8 yea.  
3. Christian Brothers' Schools, of which we hare spoken in reference to the favourable 

report in a previous chapter, and which have added womderfully to the moral and intellect4 
ndvanccmcut of the children of the Catholic artizans, etc., in Limerick. 

4. Limerick Bow Lane Charity Blue School, founded on Mrs. Alice Cravm's charity, on 
which the Comm+ioners reported unfavourably. The annual revenue of the charity amontea 
to sum of G 9  10s. 4d ,of which E27 is the rent of the property or part of the property gnrnted 
by Mrs. Craven; £ l 1  1s Gd , the interest off 200 lent by the Trustees to the dean and chapter; 
and £21 6s. lOd., the dividend on a sum which had been recovered by the Commissioners of 
Charitable Donations and Bequests, after having been lent on private security by the Tmteeg. 

* Report of the Queen's Comminaioners, eta, etor &D. 1868. 
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The first of May was chosen for the laying of the foundation stone of the 
new cathedral. The congregated trades took part in a ceremony which had 
not been exampled for ages in Limerick. The Temperance Societies, 
the Young Men's Societies, the Christian Brothers and their numerous 
pupils, the Religious Confraternities, with banners and emblems enwreathed 
with laurels, the Committee of the Cathedral, with wands and rosettes, 
mustered in considerable numbers. The secular and regular clerg of the 
ci$y ityembled, and many from the country, as did the mayor anJseveral 
members of the Corporation. 

The Town Clerk, the Treasurer and the City Surveyor, wcre prescnt; 
the mayor and members of the Corporation robed in their scarlet mantles 
in the Town Hall, from which they issued to join the procession. Thc 
following was the order of the procession:- 

Banners of the Church. 
Boys of the Christian Brothers' Schools. 

Christian Brothers. 
Young Men's Society. 

Temperance Societies-St. Nichael's, St. Mary's, 
St. Munchin's, St. John's. 

Congregated Trades. 

Each Trade with its banner. 

Citizens. 

Clergymen. 

The Bishop's Carriage containing 
The Bishop, 
The Mayor, 

and 
Sir Vere de Vere, Bart. 

Trades with banners. 

PebruarJ (1866)-Death of John O'Brien, Esq., late M.P. for many years for the city of 
which he was a native, and which he represented with honour to himself and credit to the city. 

Electric Tele aph Company completed their arrangements for communication with Limerick. 
The baLers ofhmerick commence an agitation for the abolition of night work, which in the 

following year was done away with by some of the proprietors for a short time only. 
September 8th.-Thomond Estates advertised for sale. 
Octob'er 23.-A deputation from all the conferences of St. Vincent de Paul waited upon the 

Right Worshipful Robert Tighe, Esq., chairman of the county and city, to secure his assistance 
in checking the multiplication of public houses throughout the city. 

October 3 ls t .Smith  O'Brien addressed aletter to the Rey. Dr. O'Connor on the grievances of 
the Limerick fishermen. 

November.-County Limerick magistrates met to distribute the police force. Death of 
Aug;nstas StaEord, Esq., M.P. 

The school was confined for a long time to the education of the choir boys of St. hlq's Cathe- 
bd, many of whom were nativea of England. It is now (1865) merely a einecure of the master's. 

6. Villiers's endowments:-The schools in Nicholas Street under these endowments are placed 
in connection with the National Board of Education. Those in Henry Street remain on their 
original footing. The Charity Estate applicable for these purposes eonsists of f 4 7  19s. ld 
r year, derived from a rent-charge, and f 666 41. from personal estate in the funds, amounting 
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The streets and windows were densely lined throughout with admiring 

groups, as the well arranged procession moved to the Crescent, where it 
passed around the site of the intended monument to O'Connell; it: then 
went on the Military Road, and through the streets in that part of the city, 
to St. John's Square, where some thousands of spectators awaited its ap- 
pearance, and where the Bishop proceeded with the ceremony accompanied 
and surrounded by the clergy, the Mayor and members of the Corporation. 
the public bodies, the trades, etc. In a cavity in the stone, coins and records 
were placed, with an inscription in Irish, Grcek, Latin, Italian, French, 
German, Flcmish, and Endish, written on vellum and enclosed in a phial. 
The following is the inscription in Latin :- 

A.M.D.G. S.1.B 
AD PUTURAH BE1 YEMORIAM. 

Anno Sal. Mun. MDCCCLVI. 
Pio IX. Sum Pont. 

 don^ Jacobo Spaight Urb. Praf. 
lb .  Gulielino lZourke Par. 

Per. Ascen. D.N.I.C. 
ICd. Mi~ii. 

Reverendissimus Joannes Ryan Ep. Lim. 
Anno 9ui Ep. XXXI. 

Huj. Eccla. Cath. 
D. 0. M. 

Sub. Invoc. S. Joan. Rap. : Et Patro. 
B. ac Immac. Maris Semp. Virg. Bumpt. 

fid. &dific. lap. prirnar. adstant. et 
favent. Urb. Prtef. Magistrat. cor. mun. 
Ord. cler. turn reg. tum sec. ingentique. 

Om. gen. civ. mult. rite ac solen. collocavit. 
P. C. HARDWICE, Arch. 
GULIELNO WALLACE, Edif. 

Fundamenta ejus in montibus ~anctis : Diligit 
Dominus Portas Sion super omnia tabernacula 
Jacob.-Psalm lxxxvi. 

to £21,837 2s. 3d. There has bcen now over a sum of £7,507 18s. Id. expended by the trnstees 
on the purchase of a site, and on bdding the Schoolhooses in Henry Street and Nicholas Street, 
and the Villicrs Alms House. The Commissioners report rather well of the Henry Street 
scl;ool, in which the average attendance is 50 boys and 44 gib. In Nicholul Street the num- 
bers are less. 

6. Dr. Jeremiah Hall's Schools (St. Bfnry's), to which WC have referred at length, page 272. 
The Commissioners report f a ~ o u ~ b l y  of the boys' school. The property is worth £200 a year. A 
sum of f 379 in 3 per cent. stock, bclonp to the institution independently of the property. 

7. Hamtongo Street Lenmy Free Schools :-William Lenmy, Esq., in 1814, left 613,300 for 
the edllcation of the children of the poor in Ireland, especially those in the neighbourhood of 
the city of Limerick. A decree of the Court of Chancery in England enabled the Commissioners 
of Charitable Beqnests to recovcr the endowment. In 1841, the Court of Chancery in Ireland 
settled the way in wbich the endowment should be made. The pupils were to be taught gra- 
tuitonsly, and to receive s p o d  English education ; members of the Church of Englmd to be 
instmcted in the Scriptures, and Roman Catholics in the Scriptnre lessons in the National 
School books. A sum of £3,040 was expended on the schools and site in Hsrtstonge Street, 
brick building in the Elizabethan style. In latter years no Roman Catholics whatever attend 
this M:hool whicl~ is supported by the interest of the balance of %10,000, which was traderred 
to this country after the obtainment of the decree from the English Court of Chancery. The 
Catholic bishop was one of the governors of this institution after its establishment, but we do 
not believe L ever acted, and the school now (1865) is exclusivel~ Protestant. 
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The day was brought to a close by an entertainment which was given by 
the Rev. William Bourke to the Bishop, Mayor, Corporation, etc. The 
collection for this church began in 1840, when Mr. S. Hastings was secretary. 

The Mayor, in July, laid the foundation stone of a buildmg intended for 
a Sailor's Home, in Frederick Street, but never used for that purpose ; and 
presided at a grand banquet which was given to the Viceroy, the Earl of 
Carlisle, in the theatre, on the same night. 

For the year after (1857) Dr. Thomas Kane was elected, a second 
time, to the Mayoralty; and on this occasion a proceeding was taken 
by the Corporation, which deserves notice, from the fact that it was found 
inoperative almost immediately after its adoption. To insure the return 
of Dr. Kane, a majority of the Corporation, consisting of twenty-seven 
members, carried a resolution by which what is termed "the rotatory 
system" was adopted. By this resolution it was decided that a Catholic 
and Protestant should fill the office of Mayor each alternate year; a 
stretch of liberality on the art of the Catholic majority of the Council P which has been rarely paral eled in other places, and of which there is no 
record, or anything approaching to it, where the Protestant party are nu- 
merically the stronger. But though the resolution was rescinded the 
following year, on the ground that it produced anything but harmony 
in the council, it was not until the year 1864 that i t  was practically 
abolished. 

The project of the O'Connell monument was brought to a successful 
termination during Dr. Kane's mayoral6y; and the 15th of August- 
Lady Day-witnessed one of the most gorgeous and solemn demonstra- 
tions of which Limerick has been the scene ; Hogan's bronze statue of the 
Liberator being then inaugurated with all the pomp and civic ceremonial 
befitting the great event, and in the preience of several thousands of the citi- 
zens, as well as of the eople of the neighbouring counties. There was a K procession, in which t ex clergy were fully represented; the Mayor and 
Corporation appeared dressed in civic costume; the trades were active 
and energetic m doing honour to the occasion ; the public bodies of the 
city were all present. A t  the monument a platform was raised, and 
was occu ied by the leading Catholics of city and county, including the 

i; Earl of unraven, the city member, Sergeant O'Brien, etc. The Mayor 
resided; and the secretaries, viz., the Rev. R. J. O'Higgin, O.S.F., and 

baurice ~en ihan ,  Esq., occupied their places near him. Flags and streamers 
were thrown across the streets ; trees were transplanted to positions near the 
carriage way, and triumphal arches were formed, on which patriotic devices 
were exhibited; the people never appeared more enthusiastic. The Earl of 
Dunraven, who took part in the procession and the proceedings, made a 
remarkable speech, in which he bestowed a deserved amount of praise on 
the memory of the illustrious Irishman in whose honour they had assembled 
to unveil his statue. In  referring to the mighty changes wrought by 
O'Connell, the noble earl s ke of the fact that an ancestor of his (the 
Earl of Dunraven's) had c K" anged from the Catholic to the Protestant 
creed, a century before, in order to retain his property-an act which he said 
deserved his strongest reprobation. The meeting was also addressed by 
Mr. Sergeant O'Bnen, M.P., and other gentlemen. The statue is eight 
feet high, and forms a conspicuous object in the middle of the Crescent 
-a noble likeness of the immortal O'Connell. I t  is raised on a granite 
pedestal, thirteen fwt high; in front of which is cut, in gilt letters:- 



Q ' C O N N E L L .  
THOMAB KANB, 

MAYO%. 

On the western side is the date of its erection- 

7 ' 1  

HISTORY OF L ~ R I C K .  519 

Thus Limerick may boast that it was the h t  city in Ireland practically to 
recognize the claims and support the memory of Daniel O'Connell. The 
monument cost $1000; and the gifted sculptor admitted that he had 
never before been so generously treated. The entire expense amounted 
to $1,300, which was promptly paid. 

In November this year duputes arose in the Corporation respecting the 
compromise just referred to. The Protestant party, moreover, did not 
agree among themselves as to the choice of a mayor. Mr. Edmund 
Gabbett, a Protestant, was ut in nomination for the coming year-&. P W. L. Joynt, a Protestant a so, had been already in the field with every 
prospect of success. The members of the Council who did not si n the 
" rotatoryn resolution of the 1st of December, 1856, and some o f those 
who did sign it, deemed themselves, under the circumstances, free to vote 
for either candidak. At a meeting of the Council on the 10th of Decem- 
ber, the compromising document was ordered to be erased from the records 
of the Council.' 

 MONDAY,  IT D E C E ~ E B ,  1856. 
A document aigned by twenty-seven members of the Council, to secure a Rotatory Elrction 

of Mayor ror the future, was handed to the Mayor. 
Andon motion of Alderman Fitzgerald, It ~ v a a  ordered, 

That the annexed Document be inserted on the minutes 
We the nndersigned member8 of the Corporation, anxious to promote good feeling and bar- 

mony'in that body (in the event of Dr. h e  being this day elected), do adopt the Rotatory 
System in the annual election for the Mayoralty, practised with so much satisfaction in the 
city of Dublin. 

Dated this 1st day of December, 1866. 
It is understood by the above that the party now opposed to Dr. Ksne ahall have the selec- 

tion for the year 1868. 

The election having gone in favour of Mr. Gabbett, he was sworn into 
the mayoralty on the 1st of January, 1858. 

Mr. Sergeant O'Brien, M.P. for the city, being this year appointed one 
of the Judgcs of the Queen's Bench, his seat was vacated ; and an active 
canvass waa instituted by Major George Gavin, of Kilpeacon, and 
John Ball, Esq., son of the late Right Hon. Nicholas Ball, one of the 
Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, for the vacancy; both gentlemen 
being liberals, and of the same religious persuasion, Catholics. Strong 
feelings were aroused, and influential sections of the liberal party became 
divided into adverse camps. The result of the election, which ended on 
the 7th of February, favoured Major Gavin, who had a majority of 49 
votes. On a petition instituted by &h. Ball, however, a new election was 
ordered by the House of Commons. Major Gavin having been disquali- 
fied on this occasion on a charge of bribery, for which 3 was admitted he 
WM morally, though not legally, irresponsible, Mr. James Spaight was 
taken up by Major Gavin's supporters to oppose Mr. Ball, who again 
entered the arena. At this election Mr. Spaight was returned, Mr. Ball, 
on the 3rd of May, having withdrawn without going to the poll. Several 
election rioters were incarcerated, but were liberated by the Lord Lieu- 
tenant on the 27th of May. 

On the 24th of May, John O'Connell, Esq., " the beloved son" of the 
Liberator, died at Kingstown. He had been some few years before 
member for Limerick. He was a man of distinguished abilities, an able 
writer and debater, and of the highest character in public and private life. 

Meantime the progress of Catholic institutions, schools, and churches 
in Limerick, had become one of the most remarkable phases of the 
year at which we have arrived. An event of great interest, and one 
that attracted an immense concourse, was the laying of the foundation stone, 
on the 30th of May, of the new and beautiful church of St. B.lpho~sus by 
the Right Rev. Dr. Ryan, who was surrounded by the clergy of the city, 
secular and regular. The Redemptorist Fathers, who follow the ~ u l e  of 
their founder, St. Alphonsus de Liguori, had their first residence in Lime- 
rick at Bank Place, where they opened a small orator on the Feast of 
saint Andrew (November 28), 1853. In  the May f&owing they had 
built on the South Circular Road a comparatively small church, which ad- 
joined the site of the present one ; and during the years 1856 and 1857, at 
a cost of $6,000, a conventual establishment, which is one of the architec- 
tural ornaments of the city. The walls of the church had been already 
raised some feet above the surface, and these having been flagged, boarded 
over, and carpeted, formed a suitable course for this grand reli@ous proces- 
sion. The transept of the church is 73 feet-the nave and side dsles 70 
feet wide-the length 176 feet-the height 76 feet from the nave floor to 
the apex of the ceiling. All the religious orders of the city, and the 
representatives of every public body, were resent. The arrangements 
were admirable, and the day waa brilliant. &WO episcopal thrones were 

aced in suitable ositions, one for the bishop of Llmerick and the other fl- o. the Bishop o ? Kerry, who, however, was unavoidably absent; these 
thrones were canopied over with crimson velvet, and were gilded and 
festooned. The procession leR the sanctuary of the small temporary 
church of the fathers at half-past two o'clock, preceded by cross-bearer, 
acolytes, standard-bearers, boys in surplices and soutanes, boys bearing the 
rule and square, the trowel and hod; lay brothem bearing the banner of 

Thomas Knne, 
William Sheehy, 
Michael Dawson, 
Henry Watson, 
Robert MacMa!~on, 
John Thomas Devitt, 
Eugcne O'Callaghnn, 
David Garvey, 
Stephen Hastings, 

John Barry, 
Patrick Mulcahy, 
John .N'Donnell, 
John Fitzgerald, 
Francis Ward, 
Robert Keyes, 
James Spaight, Mayor 
William O'Hara, 
Robert Rodger, 

W. L. Joynt, 
Edmond Gabbett, 
S. Bonrchier, 
Arthur Russell, 
Willism Fitzgerald, 
Henry 09Shea, 
William Spaight, 
William Phayer, 
Francis Spaight. 

A meeting was held on the 10th December, 1857. The following were present :- 
Thomas Kane, Mayor, in the Chair. 

Ald. Watson, 
Ald. Tinsley, 
Ald. Fitzgerald, 
Ald. Mnlcahy, 
T. C Sheehy, 

M. Kelly, 
,, Detitt, 
8 ,  Ellard, 
9, Boys% 
The resolution and document of the 1st December, 1858, "which has been found to produce 

anything but harmony in the connd'; were llnsnimoarly d d e d  and ~~llcellrd. 

T. C. Barrington, 
,, J. Spaight, ,, Purcell, ,, . M6Mahon, 
,, Lenihan, 
$9 B-. 
W ,, ward, 

N6Yheehy, 

T. C. Fitzgerald, 
,, O'Callaghan, 
3, G-~Y, 
n Cden ,  ,I R~an, ,, Hastings, 

Rmell, 
,, Phayer. 
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St. Alphonsus; bands of music; Christian Brothers, two and two; boys in 
the picturesque habits of the Dominican order; the Dominican Fathers 
in their white habits; the Redemptorist Fathers; the Franciscan and 
Augustinian Fathers ; the secular clergy. The venerable Bishop followed 
in magnificenb cloth-of-gold pontifical robes, with mitre and crozier, ac- 
companied by the Very Rev. Dean Butler and the General of the Re- 
demptorist Order for the provinces of Holland and England. The Earl 
and Countess of Fingall, fither and mother of the Hon. and Rzv. Wil- 
Earn Matthew Plunkett, one of the Redemptorist Fathers of Mount St. 
Alphonsus ; Lord Killeen, Lady Killeen, Hon. Lady H. Ridell, Mr. Ridell, 
the Ladies Plunkett, Mr. Corbally, M.P., Major Cruise, etc., were among 
the distinguished laity present. The ceremonial having been gone through, 
the Earl of Pingall  laced a phial in the stone, containing a medal com- 
memorative of the National Synod of Thurles, and pieces of the current 
Engliah, French, and Roman coins. The phial was sealed with the 
e ~ i s c o ~ a l  seal of Limerick, and the following inscription on vellum was 
placedin it also :- 

Pio IX. Pontifice Masimo 
feliciter regnante, 

Victoria Brittaniarnm Hegina, 
Nostra: Congregationis anno CXVU., 

Nicolo Mauron, rectore majore, 
Joanne Bapt. Swinkels, Provincise.fIodl~mdia: et Anglise 

Prccsulo, 
Joanne Bapt. Roes, Hujus Domus Limericeneis Rectore, 

Hunc Lapidem angularem 
Ikclesise Sti. Alphonsi, 

Posuit 
Joannes Rynn, Episcopus Limericensis : 

Die XXX Maii, Anno Damini 
MDCCCLVIII. 

Willia~n E. Corbctt, P. .C. IIard\~.ick, 
Contractor. Architectus. 

The ceremony was in every respect creditable to all who took part in 
it. Mr. Hardwick was architect to the convent and church: the convent 
and foilndations of the church wcre built by Mr. W. E. Corbett, C.E., and 
the superstructure of the church by Bfessrs. Wallace and Sons. Convent 
and church cost about &20,000. 

Thus religion was gaining new conquests by the erection of a church 
which is justly regarded as a model of architectural skill and good taste; 
and the spirit for which Limcrick was fttmous in other days was develop- 
ing itself irresiitibly. 

An energe%k movement ~vns  made this year in favour of obtaining a 
Packet Station on the River Shannon: a large and influentid meeting was 

Dec. 15.-Inaugural Address delivered at the IvIcchnnics' Institute by W. S. O'Brien, Esq. 
The Anniversary of New Yes's Day wwas celebrated in B d b p r y  by a ball given in the 6 ~ 8  

old ruin of Delacy's Castle. 
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he!d in the Town Hall, on the 7th of October, at which resolutions in favour 
of the project were adopted by acclamation, and a memorial to the Trea- 
sury agreed on. 

Michael Robert Ryan, Esq., J.P., was elected Mayor for 1859. A ge- 
neral election took place in the month of May. F. W. Russell, Esq , was 
elected M.P. for the third time, and Major Gavin was elected N.P. the se- 
cond time for the city. Mr. James Spaight was the unsuccessful candidate. 
In the county of Limerick the Right Hon. William Monsell headed the poll 
by an overwhelming majority. Lieutenant-Colonel mckson and E. J. 
Synan, Esq., J.P., were the other candidates. Mr. Synan lost his election by 
a trifling majority in favour of Colonel Dickson. At the city election a most 
disastrous occurrence took place. In  the evening of the 4th of May, after the 
close of the proceedings, in consequence of some stones having been thrown 
at the windows of a shopkeeper in Broad Street,the police fired on the people, 
when Wm. Clohessy, J. Phelztn, J. M6Namara, John O'Brien, and another 
lad, named Meskill, wcre shot, and the three former died of their wounds. 
The police, who were commanded by Sub-Inspector Milling and Edward 
Gonne Bell, Esq., R M., were acquitted after a lengthened investigation, 
though a verdict of manslaughter had been returnea at thc?coroner's in- 
quest against the stipendiary magistrate and 26 policehen. k 

William Pitzgerald, Esq., was sworn into the Mayoralty on the 1st of 
January, 1860. Energetic and of much promise and ability, he exerted 
himself perseveringly folt the benefit of the city. He died during his 
Mayoralty, on the 26th of October, aged 34 years, and was buried in St. 
Munchin's churchyard ; his remains were accompanied to the grave by the 
Corporation and a large concourse of citizens. In compliment to his 
memory, the Corporation had his portrait painted by Mr. Catterson Smith, 
and placed in the Council Chamber. 

A t  a meeting of the Corporation, on the 23rd of March, Mr. R. Russell 
made a statement in reference to the financial position of the Harbour and 
Bridge Commissiorters, and proposed a plan for liquidating the liabilities 
of the Harbour Commissioners. I t  was epitomised in the following motion 
of Mr. Barrington, Town Councillor :l 

"TO appoint a Committee for the purpose of inquiring into the propriety of 
promoting a Bill ' for transferring of the Harbour Commission to the Corpora- 

Movement in favour of a monument to Sarsfield. 
April 26.-Mr. Monsell's motion in favour of competitive examinations for the Artillery, 

camed against the Government. 
June 18.-Meeting in the Council Chamber to sustain the collection of the O'Connell fund. 
June 26.-Visit of Prince Alfred. 
July.-The Harbour Ebard resolves on the removal of ruins of Carragower Mill, North 

Strand, which had been built by William Joynt, burgess, A.D. 1672. 
Nov. 231Funeral of Lady Barrington, who was buried in the fanlily vault at St. Ma~y's 

Cathedral. 
1859.-Silver cradle presented at Temple Mungret to Mrs. Ryan, wife of the Mayor, by the 

Council and Corporate Officers, in accordance with ancient custom of the City, to commemorate 
the birth of a son and heir, on the 30th of January, in the year of his mayoralty. 

January 9, 1860.-Great f i e  at Mr f illiam Delany's pawn-office, inBroad Street. 
Lord Derby withdraws or declines acting on his notlce to quit, served on his Doon tenants on 

account of the murder of Mr. Crowe. 
Jan. 28.-The body of Mr. Hugh Masy O'Grady, of Castlegarde, found floating in the 

Dead River, County Limeriok, near the Railway. Verdict-accidental death. 

This question has been taken up, iu 1865, with rene\ted energy, by Mr. Russell and the 
Harbour Commissioners. 

35 
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tioh, on the understanding that the Government accept in full for the debt and 
interest due to the Treasury by the Harbc ur Commissioners, the sum of S4,000 
a-year for fifty years, and this Couccil guaranteeing this sum out of the rates 
of the Borough or tolls of the Harbour'". 

This motion was rejected after a long debate. 
A movement of surpassing interest and importance went on during the 

greater portion of this year, which marked the deep sympathy of the Ca- 
tholic hierarchy, clergy, and people, with Pope Plus IX., who had been 
suffering at the hands of the King of Italy and the Emperor of the French. 
Meetings were held throughout Ireland to sustain the PO e ; but no where 
was there more enthuism in the cause than in ~ i m e r i c i ,  where not only 
large sums were contributed to the Papal exchequer, but where many brave 
young fellows volunteered for enlistment in the Irish Papal Brigade, which 
was formed in Rome, and which distinguished itself in many hard-fought 
fields in Italy, viz. : Perugia, S oletto, Caste1 Fidardo, and Ancona. The Go- K vernlnent sought to prevent t is enlistment, but young men enrolled them- 
selves rapidly notwithstanding; and as detachments of the recruits left the 
Limerick sta5on by train, ex route to their destination, they were loudly 
applauded for their chivalrous resolution. The Right Rev. Dr. Ryan 
presided, on the 5th of June, at a meeting in St. John's old chapel, at 
which resolutions expressive of active and warm sympathy with the Pope 
were adopted, and a subscription list to aid his Holiness was opened. The 
city of Llmerick contributed more largely than any other in Ireland in 
men and money, towards the cause. On the 17th of October, a solemn 
requiem High Mass was celebrated in St. Michael's church for the repose 
of the souls of the soldiers of the Irish Brigade who were slain in Italy, 
and their companions-in-arms ; and on the return home of the surviving 
Brigaders, on the conclusion of the Italian war, an ovation awaited them in 
Limerick, whilst on the 3rd of December a grand banquet was given to 
them at the Theatre. Limerick diocese contributed a sum of &6,000 
towards the Papal exchequer this year. 

The Mayoralty for the year 1861 was well and ably filled by John 

March 10.-Death of Alderman Henry Watson, cansed by the excision of a fish bone, which 
he had swallowed in Dublin. 

March 29.-Mkjor Excommunication pronounced at Rome against the Invaders' nsqat ion  
of the Romagna, etc., etc. 

Mr. Hyde, master of the diocesan school, publishes letters against the managers of. that 
e~thblishment.' 

May.-Terrible fire at Messrs. Boyd's, Seed Merchants, William Street. 
Movement in favour of the night-working bakers. 
May S.-Telegraphic communication with Ennis. 
October 22.-Alderman Sheehy found burned to death in his county honee in Clare, but 

whether accidentally or otherwise hasnot yet been clearly proved, though public opinion appears 
to incline to the latter view. 

December 17.-A Government investigation wnducted in the Limerick Asylw into certain 
charges brought forward by one of the governors, David John Wiiso~~, Esq., respecting the al- 
leged tampering with a number of entries relating to the meat wntracts of the institution. 
The decision was that the charges were not made out by evidence, yet that Mr. Wison was jns- - 
tified in what he did. 

The Sisters ofNemy were admitted, after a smart wntest, as hospital nurses to the Limerick 
Workhouse. 

1861.-Civil war broke out this year in the hitherto United States of America. 
Prince Consort died 14th December in this gear. 
Important meeting at  the Town Hall to aecure the advantages of the port and harbour, 

which are rendered unavailing by their being mortgaged to the Boud of Works for upwards of 
~00,000. 

Thornas MLSheehy, Esq., J.P., of Shannon Lawn, who was sworn into 
office on the 1st of January, and who, by his vigilant discharge of duty, 
and the earnestness with which he interested himself on behalf of the un- 
employed labourers and artizans, merited well of the citizens. Mr. 
M'Sheeh was presented with a valuable silver testimonial on his leaving 
oflice. $he exertions he made for the embankment of Corkanree, as a 
promenade and park for the citizens, were of'the most energetic character. 
A sum of £1100 was collected during his year of office to provide fuel for 
the poor. 

On the 25th of July this year the consecration of the Right Rev. Dr. 
Butler, as coadjutor Bishop of Limerick, took place in the new Cathedral of 
St. John's, which was opened for the 6rst time. I t  was an event worthy 
of remembrance. The cathedral was crowded with the hierarchy of 
Munster, headed by his Grace the Lord A~chbiihop of Cashel, the clergy 
of the diocese of Limerick, and a vast congre8ation of the laity. The 
grandeur and solemnity of the sacred occasion impressed every beholder. 
The Bishop of Kerry preached the consecration sermon. 

Alderman Williarn Lane Joynt was sworn into the office of' Mayor on 
the 1st of January, 1862. 

The important local movements of this year were connected with the 
earuest support which the Catholics of Limerick gave to the Catholic 
University of Ireland : in this movement the Corporation took a creditable 
lead. The q~l~st ion of a charter to the Catholic University was intro- 
duced into the Corporation by Mr. Maurice Lenihan, who proposed the 
adoption of a memorial to the Lord Lieutenant in its favour, which passed 
unanimous1 , every Protestant in the Council supporting it by his vote. A 
deputation P rom the Corporation proceeded to Dublin on the 24th of March, 
where they were entertained at a banquet by Monsignore Woodlock, Rector 
of the Catholic University, the Catholic Lord Archbishop of Dublin being 

January 24.-Meeting at  Newcastle West of the Earl of Devon's tenantry, praying hi to 
lower their rents. 

The Limerick National Petition Committee obtains numerous signatures. 
February 12.-The Mayor and law agent proceed to Dublin to sea the Lord Lieutenant 

about thc Corkanree embankment, and employment for the poor. 
Meeting of the Siannon Conservators to consider the new fisheq bill, and to support the 

decision of the Commissioners relative to the removal of the Queen's Gap in the Lax Weir. 
Feb. 18.-Meeting for the relief of& poor of the city. 
March 25.-A branch of the Provincial Bank was opened at  Newcastla Same day, the 

distressed labourers of Bruff assembled in a threatening manner. 
April l.-Death in Dublin of Sir Matthew Barrington, Crown Solicitor of Munster, one of 

tha most active and energetic professional men of hia time, and one of the mo% useful and re- 
markable of the citizens of Limerick. 

Market Trustees decide there shall be no local inspection in the Butter Market this year. 
April 2.-The Mayor of Limerick went to Dublin to attend the Cattle Show and banquet. 
May 17.-The Mayor places the royal arms sculptured in stone, which had been placed 

over the old Exchange in Mary Street, over the Town Hall, after being repainted and regilt. 
May 27.-Great meeting at  the Town Hall in favour of a transatlantic packet station for 

Ireland, 
May 31.-The Harbour Board convened to petition infavour of the Galway snbsidy. 
June 7th.-The Secretary of the Trades receives a letter from the Biihop of Orleans (France) 

in reply to one thanking him for his advocacy of the poor of Partry. 
June 13.-Souper riots a t  Pa1lrrakem-y. 
July 4.--Council meet to address the Rinw of Wales on hi visit to Ireland. 
1862.--January 14.-Mr. W. 8. O'Brien publishes a letter respectmg the affairs of his 

property. 
January 20.-Mr. Monsell lecture8 on the education of Cstholicr 
Address to the Protestant Biihop thanking him for removing the c'&mbola of Puaeyism" 

out of the Cathedral on Christmas Day. 
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one of the guests. On the following day, by appointment, the deputation, 
who were joined by the Mayor, proceeded in their robes to present the me- 
morial to his Excellency the Earl of Carlisle, who, however, gave any- 
thing but a favourable reply. Indeed the conduct of the Viceroy was 
quite contrary to what was expected at his hands, when free education 
was all that the memorialists demanded. 

The education question, which has been at all times regarded by the 
citizens of Limerick with an unfailing interest, had been for some time 
before the public in reference to the Model Schools under the National 
Board of Education, all of which, built on an expensive plan, and furnished 
with every requirement, had been in existence since the 4th of September, 
1855.' Those schools were attended up to the next year (l863), in which 
Robert M'Mahon, Esq., J.P., was elected Mayor, by large numbers of Catho- 
lic children ; but a speech having been made by one of the inspectors, which 
not only elicited public attention, but which threw down the gauntlet to 
the conscientious opponents of the system, action was taken by. the Right 
Rev. Dr. Butler and the clergy against the Model School system, and a 
decisive and em~hatic condemnation of the Limerick Model Schools was 
the result. On'the first day of the new year, from the altar of every 
Catholic church in the city, the schools were denounced, and Catholic 

arents were cautioned against permitting their children to frequent them. 
gulpit and altar rang with warning voices against a system which the 
government had adopted, and to which it appeared determined to adhere, 
in opposition to the frequently expressed hostility to i t  of the Catholic 
hierarchy. These efforts on the part of the bishop and clergy were 
successful; the children were withdrawn. The establishment of an in- 
termediate school, under the direction _of the Jesuit Fathers, supplied 
a want which had been for a long period experienced. The schools of 
the Christian Brothers were also brought into, if possible, more vigorous 

Feb. 1.-Meeting at Right Rev. Dr. B-atler's, in sustainment of the Catholic University. 
Feb. 11.-Numerous proteds against thc Queen's Colleges. 
Feb. 19.-Public meeting at Limerick, to sympathize with the Queen on the death of Prince - - - 

Alb~rt. 
The Lord Lieutenant is presented with an immense salmon taken at the Lax Weir on his re- 

turn from Adare Mmor, where he had been 011 a visit. 
Feb.-Last week Rev. Dr. Anderdon lectures on the Catacombs, and Capitals of Europe. 
March 16.-The Archiandrite, the Very Rev. Dr. Issa, delivers palm branches from the Holy 

Land, to the Cathedral of St. John. 
March 2.-Petitions against the Church and Convent Taxing Bill of the Irish Chief Secretary 

were signed at all the Catholic Churches of Limerick on Sunday. 
ppril &-New Catholic Church consecrated at Ballysteen. Death of Colonel Doheny. 

Murders of Gustave Thiebault and Maguire in Tipperary. 
May 6th.-Murder of Francis Fitzgerald, Esq., of Kilmallock, for which Beckham and Walsh 

were hung at the Special Commission which opened June 16. Dillane suffered death for the 
same crime aftert~ards. 

Sept. 11.-Robbery of Caatlepark by burglars. 
Oct. 13.-Meeting to organize a collection for the National Monument to O'Connell. 
Nov. 30.-Reconciliation of the " Three and Four years old*, in Emly, by the Archbishop of 

Cashel and the Bedemptorist Fathers 
Jan. 24,1863.-A meeting was convened by the High Sherifffor the county to adopt apetition 

to parliament in order to support Colonel Dickson's drainage bill. 
F&. 14.-Mr. W. Cooper announces that the late Narquis of Landsdome had bequeathed to 

Lord ~ontea~l2rsnd the governors of Barrington's Hospital ~3000 ,  provided it be opened at  all 
times to the natives of the County Kerry. 

Feb. 24.Jndgment given by the House of lords in favour of &. Malmmson in the great 
Fishery question, Malcomson v. O'Dea. 

' These schools are on the Military Road, and vere begun in 1853. 
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operation for the requirements of the children of the poor. The nuns of 
the Faithful Companions, who had established an admirable boarding and 
day school at Laurel Hill, in 1854, for iirst-class education-a school 
second to none other in the kingdom for every advantage-these religious 
ladies also met the difficulty by forming an intermediate school, to which 
large numbers of Catholic children who had frequented the Model Schools 
were now sent. The latest official return of the number of pupils attend- 
ing the Model Schools shows that, with the exception of the children of 
teachers and those connected with the schools, and a few dependents on 
ultra zealot families, those who attended them are chiefly Protestants, 
Presbyterians, and Dissenters'. I t  is impossible that a government 
which pretends to have at heart the peace and well-being of the people, 
can continue to force a system which wars with the convictions and feel- 
ings of the overwhelming majority of her Majesty's loyal subjects-the 
Catholics of Ireland. 

On the 6th of June this year, the Right Rev. Dr. Ryan, Catholic 
Bishop, who had governed the diocese of Limerick for so many eventful 
years with prudence, wisdom, and justice, expired at his residence, Park 
House, at the age of eighty-three years. The remains of the venerable 
prelate were conveyed in gmnd funeral procession from Park House to 
the cathedral of St. John's; in the procession were the clergy of the city 
and many of the county, in soutane and surplice ; the religious societies, 
the Christian Brothers, the pupils of their numerous schools, the citizens in 
crape, a long line of carriages, etc., were also the funeral cortege. 

In  the same month, at Bangor, North Wales, Mr. William Smith 
O'Brien died after a rather short illness. He had suffered much and long 

Fcb. 19.-At 3. meeting of the Trades, James Spaight, Esq. in the Chair, resolutions were 
adopted against the closing of Barrington's Hospital. A meeting of Ratepayers was convened 
nest evening, to sustain the Corporation vote in reference to Barrington's and the Fever Hos- . - 
p1tals. 

March.-The marriage of the Prince of Wales took place. 
'I'he Right Rev. Dr. Butler initiates a movement at the Limerick diocesan conferences, hcld in 

the last week of March, in favour of Mr. Dillwyn's motion against the Church Establishment. 
April 4.-Fishery Commission opened in Limerick. 
April 8.-Awful calamity and loss of seven lives by a fire in Denmark Street, among the 

rest 8lr. P. Ryan, foreman in the Reporter and Vindicator Office. 
Excessive emigration continues. 
May 9.-A meeting to petition Parliament against punishment by death, convened by the 

Mayor. 
May 16.-Opening of the new organ at St. John's Cathedral with a grand oratorio. 
June 1.-Rnilway to Nenagh opened. 
June 11.-Borough rounds perambulated by the Mayor, Town Clerk, City Treasurer, City 

Surveyer, and four mace bearers. 
Waterford and Limerick Railway ran no trains on Snndaye, thereby causing material incon- 

venience. Sir Colman (YLoghlen's hid falls through. 
April 12.-In a meeting hcld in Thomond Gste i t  is resolved to enclose the " Treaty Stone". 

' The pupils in the Model Schools are in the following religious persuasions: 

I Denominations. Boys' Girls' Infants' ( I I School. ( School. 1 School. 

I Total ...... 1 7 2 ~ 1 1 2 ~  1 

Established Church 
Roman Catholic. ..... 
Presbyterial; S... . ..... 
Dissenters ... ........... 

78 
17 
11 
2 1 

73 
18 
17 
14 

77 
10 
18 
12 

228 
45 
46 
47 
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for his country, which he loved, if not wisely, at all events with hearty s;n- 
cerity and complete devotion. He was a ripe scholar, an able writer, a 
powerful debater, a warm and constant friend, a tolerant and liberal 
minded gentleman; and the opinions of early years became absorbed in 
those more generous emotions which he expressed on all occasions for 
every class, party, and creed of his countrymen. His remains were con- 
veyed for interment to Cahirmoyle, county of Limerick. There was no 
public procession.' 

Eugene O'Callaghan, Esq., J.P., succeeded to the mayoralty on the 1st of 
Januarv. 1864. The ihdustrisl movement connected with the manufacture of 

J '  - 
flax, and the increased growth of manufactures generally, were prominent 
features during this year. 

1865. John Rickard Tinsley, Esq., J.P., succeeded to the office of Mayor 
on the 1st of January, and a t  once-set about means of obtaining empIoy- 
ment for the distressed labouring poor.' Within the last two years Limerick 
has been the skation of departure en route to Liverpool and Cork for an 
extraordinary number of emigrants to America, who have taken not a little 
of the wealth of the country with them, to countries where a better prospect 
awaits labour and industry. The departure of the producers has no doubt 
left fewer mouths to fill, but the means of filling them has not been in- 
creased; and the labour market has suffered, while the farmers, to add 
to their difficulty, have had to contend with the results of the in- 
clemency of bad seasons, with high rents, and with the discouragement 
arising from the want of security of tenure. Reacted on by the state of 
the country, the city has suffered from this depression, W well as from the 
exceptional condition of the harbour and the agitations in the money mar- 
ket. Still it is not to be denied that many improvements were perceptible, 
in promise at least, if not in realization, in the condition of Limerick 
within the space to which we refer. The last year has been particularly re- 
markable for the revival of the flax trade and the establishment of a flax 
company in imitation of that recently got up in Cork ; and for the advance- 
ment of this congenial and hopeful industry. the thanks of the city are es- 
pecially due to the Messrs. Russell and to Mr. Peter Tait, the latter gentle- 
man at the head too of the great army clothing establishment, having in- 
augurated the manufacture by a public dinner, at which some useful speeches 
were made, and subsequently visited the north of Ireland to procure the 
best information respecting the best modes of management. 

1864. Jan. 12.-A Flax meethg was convene& by the High Sheriff. 
A meeting was held for the repair of the Church of St. Munchin's, Thomond Gate, which has 

been greatly improved in consequence. 
Jan. 25.-A meeting to consider the Irish Taxation question was convened by the Mayor. 
The Earl of Dunraven succeeds the late Earl of Clare in the Lord Lieutenancy of the County 

Limerick. 
The Hon. R. O'Brien publishes a pamphlet on Irish affairs. 
Mr. Peter Tait visits Balfabt, to make inquir'ies about the management of Flax. 
March 16.-The Mayor presides at the meeting of the O'Connell Monument (Dublin) 

Committee. 
The Limerick Corporation are unanimous in favonr of petitioning against the oath required of 

Catholic members. 
-- - -- p 

1 A move&nt for the erection of a national monument to the memory of Mr. WWliam 
Smith O'Brien, has been attended with considerable success. At Cahirmoyle his children have 
resolved on erecting a monument to him. 

Through the exertions of the Mayor a sum of about £3,000 was expended through the 
Irishtown and portion8 of the Newtown in making sewers. 
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The last two or three years have also been remarkable for the establish- 
ment of the Limerick Scholarships in the Catholic University of Ireland. 
The complete abandonment of the model schools by Catholics soon 
followed in consequence of the forcible and repcated condemnation of the 
system by the Bishop. A school of art has been formed at the Athenaeum 
in Upper Cecil Street, and though its advantages are not widespread, some 
of the pupils have distinguished themselves. Education, too, has been 
making rapid progress. Limerick, although it stands alone among 
cities of its rank in not possessing a public library or a gallery of art, has 
very good collections of books in its reading rooms, which are well at- 
tended. In  fact, like other localities, Limerick has witnessed a sort of re- 
vival of letters as well as of rnanufiacturing industry; nor has even a 
political resuscitation been wanting. A crusade aga~nst church endow- 
ments and in favour of tenant right has been lately inaugurated by the 
Catholic clergy, and taken in hand latterly by the new Catholic Associa- 
tion; and the part taken by the men of Limerick in the O'Connell demon- 
stration in Dublin proves that their patriotic feelings are as vivid, if not as 
demonstrative, as ever. The river Shannon has been recently rendered 
much more safe of navrgation by lights, beacons, and buoys ; and salmon was 
never so plenty, though the citizens are not the better of its abundance. 
Limerick saw for the first time a native poetess publishing her works, in 
1865, in the person of Mrs. Fisher, wife of Dr. Fisher, a lady who writes 
with considerable taste and feeling. The city htls suffered deeply, owing in 
a great measure to the want of continuous employment among the labour- 
ing classes : this sad state of things has been the constantly recurring cause 
of complaint for very many years; it is, in fact, the normal condition of the 
labourers in the city, a circumstance which owes its existence to causes 
which demand the vigilant attention, as well of those locally interested in 
the peace of society and the contentment of the people, as of the Go- 
vernment. Many sources of em loyment, no doubt, have been dried up. B There has been, also, a consi erable falling off in the receipts at the 
Custom House, which is attributable, to some extent, to the fact that 
certain commodities which paid custom duties in Limerick in former years, 
are now brought in by railway, duty paid. A return, with which we have 
been obligingly furnished by the Collector of Customs, shows the state of 
the revenue in this respect, as compared with what it had been but a short 
time since. In  the year ending the 31st of March, 1860, the receipts 
amounted to a sum of 5176,305. The number of vessels with cargoes in 
foreign trade was in that year 116. 

The number of vessels arrived, foreign, with cargoes, nearly 
all of grain, for the year ending 31st December, 1862 .. . 181 

37 $9  1863 ... l 6 3  
81 > P  1862 ... 103 

Robert Tighe, Esq, resigns the Chairmanship of the County Limerick, which he had ad- 
mirably held for twenty-four years ; he refuses a testimonial, and is presented with a complimen- 
tary address. He is succeeded by John Leahy, Esq. Q.C. 

Unprecedented take of salmon in the Shannon by Mr. Malcomson's boats. 
Fishery Commission sits iu Limerick. 
April l.-Neat school-house built by Mr. Scanlan, for the use of the pupils of St. Philo- 

mena's Sohool, under the care of the ladies of Laurel Hill Convent. 
August %-The Mayor, and eome of the members of the Corporation, with some of the citizens, 

proceed to Dublin, to attend the laying of the Foundation Stone of the O'Connell Monnment. 
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The subjoined Tabular Statement indicates the position of the Customs 

for the financial year, ending March 1865 :- 
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The principal deficiency arises flum tobacco and sugar, owing, in some 
respects, to non-consumption, in other respects, to the introduction b rail- 
way of some of those articles duty  aid. Thcre are symptoms, indeck of s 
rcvival. Factorics are syringing up in the city, in addition to those of which 
the Messrs. J. M. Russell and Sons are proprietors, and to which we have 
referred in a previous chapter. Aldermm Peter Tait; of Limerick, an 
energetic and enterprising citizen, has given an impetus to the industrial 
movement, not only by his indefatigable exertions in rcfercnce to flax 
manufacture, but by his employment of some hundreds of persons at his 
great army clothing establishment-the first and most important of the kind 
in these kingdoms- and one in which Limerick has reason to experience the 
utmost pride. Milling is largely carried on, manufacturing all the home- 
grown and large quantifies of foreign wheat. Wool-combmg and paper- 
making, have weH nigh altogether disappeared. In l800 there were 
twenty tanneries, and but one pawnbroker's office in Limerick. In  1865, 
there are at least twenty pawnbroker's offices, and only two tanneries. 
In 1841, the number of breweries was four. In 1865, there are three- 
one, the old established one at Garryowen, of which " Johnny Connelln,' 
celebrated in song, was the owner, and which now belongs to a lady of 
his family; the second, that of Messrs. Fitts, at the Newgate Lanef the 
third, that of Messrs. Stein, in Clare Street. In brogue-making, which 
had been an important branch of trade, thcrc has been a reat decline. B Other branches of trade have died out altogether, such as c 0th-finishers, 
wool-staplers, woollen-wcnvers, etc. The manufacture of gloves, for which 
Limerick was fiamous a century ago, and which owed its superiority 
to a secret which was said to be in the exclusive possession uC a 
glover named Lyons and his family, has declined also. Lyons frequently 
got orders for his gloves from the Court of Russia and other European 
courts. Mr. Tait endeavoured to revive the manufacture, but was not 
successful. The proverbial celebrity which the fishing hooks of Limerick 
have won, is nearly gonea-every fishing hook was said to be worth s 
salmon ; their form, lightness, and temper could not be imitated. Limerick 
lace, which has won a world-wide reputation, does not quitc retain its 
pld place : yet Spanish donnas have had their mantillas made in Limerick, 
while magnificent robes fashioned of it, have won the patronage of royalty. 

? J9hh O'Connell, Rq., see page 402. 
Brewing is one of the most ancient of domestic arts; and breweries in Limerick have been 

known for many generations. The earliest, however, of which we have an authentic record, ia 
the city brewery, near the Golden Mills, and in the most historic part of the city, close by King 
John's Castle, with  he river Shannon bounding it to the north. The Danes possessed the secret 
of brewing the heather-and Danes' ale continues to be remembered in tradition-but the secret 
hes departed. The story of the secret of making heather ale, known on1 to the Danes, is told 
by Lady (Cardner) Wilkinson in her little work on Weeds and ITild ~zwers - - (  V& "Hew 
ther", p. 172.) The anecdote of the putting to death of the two sons and the father for refusal to 
betray the secret, is related as having taken place on the final expulsion of the Danes from Ire- 
land, at  Ballyportery Castle in west C h e ,  taken, it is supposed, from the wild Celtic legends of 
soutl .m Scotland, as related by Mr. R Chambers in hi Pielures o f  Scotland, or those of the 
o o v ~ t g  Clare in Notes and Qu&s. The inhabitants of the Isle of Skye still brew an ale of two 
parts ofheather tops and one of malt. 

The city brewery has the following inscriptionon a stone with the citx arms:- 

I THE CITY BREWERY. 
1739. 1 

a The Limerick fishing hooks were celebrated all over the world. Daniel O'Shaqhnessy, 
about sixty years ago, was one of the most famous-if not the most famous fishing hook maker 

3 6 
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It was equal, if not superior, to that manufactured in Brussels and Valen- 
ciennes. Mr. Walker introduced the manufacture in 1829. At first he em- 
ployed but a few hands. In 1841, there were 1700 females engaged in 
the manufwture of lace. In  1865, the numbers have fallen off considerably. 
At the convent of the Good Shepherd, in Clare Street, the manufacture of 
Brussels lace was carried on for a long period under the inspection of one of 
the nuns, a lady from Belgium, and such was the extraordinary progress 
made in the manufacture, that the lace was fully equal to the best B w -  
sels. The provision and coopering trades, which, towards the close of the 
last century and the beginning of the prcscnt, flourished, owing to large 
army and navy contracts during, and subsequent to, the European war, and 
subsequently until compctitiun was opened to foreign countries, have de- 
clined. Tliis trade was rcvivcd about 1826, by Mr. John Russell, an 
Englishman, whose cstablishmcnt was the largest m Ireland, and who spent 
fi200,OOO a-year in the purchase of pigs and the manufacture of bacon. 
The principal houscs in the trade in 1865, arc the Mcssrs. Matterson, Oak, 
Shaw, Hogun, and MIDonncll, famous for the manufmture of Limerick 
hams, which retain their unapproachable celebrity. 

As to the trade of Limerick from thc foundation of the Chamber of Com- 
merce in 2818, it is best indicated by their rccord of exports until the year 
1848, but from that period the operation of railways in conveying a large 
proportion of mcrcliandize and produce, both inwards and outwards, 
rendcrs this source of information ncccssarily incomplete. The table at page 
531 shows the principal exports cvcry fifth ycar during the period named. 
Prom this criod also the cffccts of free trade are strongly marked by the 
almost tota P cessation of the exports of wheat, flour, meal, beef, and pork; 
the land bcing converted largely into pasture, and grain food imported 
largely, instead of shipped. 

Under the influence of an enterprising spirit we would hope that 
Limerick may soon rival its ancient fame as a manufacturing city, 
when it gave robcs of h c s t  cloth to the kings of England,' and exported 
some of the choicest articles of dress, etc., to that country, from which i t  
now imports too many articles which could be better and far cheaper made 
at home. 

in his day. He wns succeeded by his son John, who died without issue; and though the 
Shnughi~essy* hooks have been sold until very recently, there hss been no person of the m e  

in the wnufucture of them since the death of Mr. Robert O'Shaughnessy of George's Street, 
who employed hook-makers, and drho continued to sell the " Shaughnessy" hooka William 
Selles, or Lnscelles, succeeded the second of the O'Shaughnessys in the maunf~u:tm, and was 
an adept. Michllcl Scllcs of Quay Lane, his son, succeeded Williarn, and is now (1865) living, 
and is the lust of the munufwturers of these celebrated articles; he is poor though industrious 
The material of which these hooks are made is cast-steel, which is given out to d e m  in 
the country, who hest the steel in s turf fire to a certain peculiar temperature, taking great 
care that it must not be over-heated. I t  is then beaten out by the nailer, snd in that condition 
it is brought to thc hook-maker. Sellers of Croom was justly prized for his success in preparing 
the cnst steel. The hwk-maker then did hi psrt  He formed the hook out of the solid, gaw 
it the symmetricnl form while the steel continued soft, and then tempered it, producing an ar 
tick unrivdled. English mnnufacture of a bnd imitation has nearly extinguished the make; 
but whilst Michael Selles of Qusy Lnne lives, the disciple of Isam Walton can obtains lirst clssll 
salmon hook foq2d. and a trout hook for n lesser sum. 

See pp. 367-'8, in which, in the account given of Nichoh Arthur, it will be seen that he 
freighted a ship from Limerick in 1428, with cloth, furs, etc., ss a present to King Henry. 
Irish cloth w.u so valued in these times, and before then, that we find in a MS. in the British 
Mureurn the prosecution of s man for stealing a piece of Irish c!uth at \Vinchester, England, 
t m ~ p .  Henry 111. Conviction and hanging, duel or " w u g g  of battle" in wnsequenca-Ex. 
Kol. 3 I d  

The following table indicates the existence of an enormous produce in 
the districts of which Limerick is the market, and in which so vast a trade 
is carried on as to lead us to hope that at no &tang day it will assert its 
proper position among the great commercial cities of the empire:- 
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I n  1823, the Bridge and Docks Act was passed, and duties were imposed 
on  hips and cargoes, and the following is a Table of the principal stati&cs 
of the Port, every fifth year, since 18% : 

Vessels. Collected. 
Amount of Register of Ve~se  

H. M. Customs' belonging to 
Duties. the Port. 

F----- 

£ #. d. Tons. 

58,138 19 8 663 

The  largest amount of shipping that ever entered the port was in the 
year 1847, when 1013 vessels arrived, registering 149,867 tons-a strikin 
evidence of the effect of the potato failure, which necessitated the repea 7 
of the Navigation Laws, and an immense importation of foreign p i n .  
As we have already observed, the coastkg trade was some years ago 
carried on by a large fleet of fine clipper schooners, which in latter years 
have been superseded by first-class steamers; and large ships, by which the 
emigration and timber trades had been formerly carried on, have been con- 
siderably reduced in latter years, as well on account of the great stringency 
of the emigration laws, as of th3 extraordinary facilities which have been 
provided by the transatlantic steamers from Queenstown, liverpool, etc. 

There is every reason, notm~itl>standing a partial decline in trade, and com- 
merce an2 manufactures, to hope that Limerick, situatccl in the midst of the 
most ferthe and beautiful part of Ireland, at the head of the tidal Shannon, 

the queen of Irish rivers", with railway communication to every part of the 
country-with a population only anxious for work, and with men of 
enterprise and ability giving an impetus to manufactures, will soon wit- 
ness a revival, such as must realise the fondest anticipations of all who 
wish well to her historic fame and proud and invincible reputation. 

The  suburbs of Limerick have been very greatly improved within the 
last thirty or forty years. The townland of Corbally contains many hand- 
some villas and residences, which range at a short distance parallel with 
the Abbey river, and from which the views of the city and river, the Clare 
and Tipperary mountains, and the scenery generally, are extremely beau- 
tiful. The North Strand, and the townland of Little Kilrush, the property 
of lC'homas Revington, Esq., have become a favourite place for building, 

This return is up to 31st of hIarcb, 1865, and includes whiakey f2,293 16s. 
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and contain several excellent residences, including Eden Terrace, which 
Mr. flevington has erected. In the North Liberty Barony, on the 
Townland of Ballygrennan, is Castle Park, the handsome smt; of John 
Christophcr Dclmcge, Esq., J.P. for the counties of Clare and Limerick. 
Thc rcsldcncc is commodious, and formerly belonged to the Orrnsby family. 
Tllcre wcre scvcral fine mansions on thls cstate, callcd the townland of 

crrennan-viz., Ballygrcnn? Housc and demesne, the residence of 
the "alp myth family ; Pctcrville, of the Monsclls ; CrcaghviIle, Violet Hill, and 
Summerhill, in one of which the f is t  Lord Ifiltarton was born. This estatc 
of over thrce hundred acrcs was former1 in the North Libcrty of tllc city of 
Limerick, but n o r  Lrms part of the d r t h  Liberty Barony of the county 
Limerick. All the fine mansions have bccn cntircly swept away, either 
by time or neglect, the only residence on the Ballygrcnnan estate being 
Castle Park, which was also a ruin, whcn it and th.: whole estate camc into 
the possession of the Dclmege fainily by purchase several years ago. The 
house has bccn considerably cnlargcd and improvcd in every way, but 
strictly prescrvcs its ancient appcarnnce. The dcmcsne is well plantd, 
the only old plantation lcIt bcing stately rows of fine oldlimes. This house 
now ranks amongst the bcst of the second-class rcsidences of the county. 
Its situation possesses the advantage of bcing within half an hour's drive 
of the city, and a similar distance from the Clare mountains, which are well 
supplicd with grouse and othcr sorts of game. Mr. Dclmcge is the 
largest landcd proprietor in thc North Libcrty Barony, and gives much 
employment on a considerable portion of his cstatcs in his own hands 
in the counties of Clare and Limerick. Jamcs Sexton, Esq., J.P., is also 
a resident laodcd pro rietor in this barony, and is the owner of' some very P rich corcass lands cal cd Cooo:gh Sexton, lying along the banks of the 
Shannon, and which have been for a long time in the possession of thc Sex- 
on fsmili. 

- 

Adjoining the North. Liberty Barony is the Barony of Lower Bunzatty, 
county Clare, within fifteen m~nutes walk of the city, where these are also 
several bcautiful rcsiclenccs, including Qu~inpool, the propcrty of Mls. 
Honan; Whitehdl, the propcrty of Tllo~nas Iicanc, Esq., M.D., J.P.; Par- 
ken, thc propcrty of Gcorgc Glostcr, J.l'., who has an excellent resi- 
dence adjoining the Chnrch of Partccn, and close by the great Lax Weir. 
Some fcw milcs to the north is Trough House, the castellated residence of 
General Sir Charlcs Routlcdge O'Donnell, coloncl of the 18th IInssars; 
Blackwater. tllc residence pi' Samuel Casmcll, Esq., J.P., etc.' On . . the - 

Soutll Circular Road thcrc are many commodious rcsidences also ; and here 
is situated the convcnt of the Faithful Cornpallions already alluded to, which 
is one of the noblest educational cstablishme.lts in the south of Ireland. 
Tervoe House, the rcsidcncc of the Right Hon. IVilliam llonsell, M.P., 
embosomed in foliage, etc., Iics west of the city, and has a picturesque np- 
pcarance. New and tasteful blocks of buildings arc rapidly rising in this di- 
rection, which has many claims to architectural beauty from its churches, 
convents, and schools. 

A t  Park there was a chitlybcate spa, which about sixty years ago was 
much frcqucfited, but which has not only M e n  into disuse, but has been 
co,npletely forgottcn in latter years. This most likely is t l e  spa which is 
commemorated in the sang of Garryomcn. This spa is not mentioned by 

' Near Blsckwnter is the Trooper's Busk. 
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Rutter in his history of Irish spas, who received his mformation of Castle- 
connell spa from his contemporary Dr. 07Halloran. 

I t  has been observed that there are fcw cities in Europe more delig+ 
fully situated than Limerick. In  the midst of a country teeming with 
agricultural and mineral riches, and surrounded by one of the most abun- 
dant salmon fisheries in the worId,' with all the advantages of navigation, 
etc., i t  requires only the hand of industry and enterprise, to constitute i t  
all that it was intended by Providence it should be. Seen from the towers 
of St Mary's cathedral, i t  presents a view that cannot be surpassed for 
picturesque beauty and antiquarian interest. North. and south, east &d 
west, the country about it, bounded in the distance by.1a.n es of lofty 
mountains, is fertile to a proverb, constituting a portion of t e golden f 
vein". The broad Shannon winds its coursc above the city, and expands into 
an estuary below on its way to the Atlantic Ocean, after traversino 240 
miles from its source in Leitrim, where, flowing out of Lough  ken- 
imbedded in lofty hills abounding in iron and coal-it washes the county 
of Roscommon, expands into the great Lou6h Rcc, twenty miles long and 
four broad; going on by the counties of Tipperary and Galway to Por- 
tumna, in a more confined channel for thirty-seven miles; then &rough 
Lough Deg to Killaloe, and thence by the Doonas, with a fall of ninety- 
seven feet to Limerick-the scenes of ancient battles, and of more modern 
sieges: the old castles, the bridgcs-the quaint streets of the En$ishtown, 
with their fadin and falling Dutch gablcs-the Irishtown, with its historic L places-the han m e  m d  regular streets of the new town, with its churches, 
public buildings, shops, private residences, etc.-these objects all group to- 
gether into a panorama on which the eye loves to dwell, suggesting the 
thought that a city so well cirmmstanced, must eventually rise supcnor to 
any combination of adverse circumstances by which it may be encumbered, 
and that as it has been "the fairest city of Munster", so it will not only 
preserve its reputation in that respect, but become the busy seat of manu- 
facturing and commercial enterprise-the home of rosperity-as it has 
always been the pfide of Irishmen in whatever part o the world they may F 
dwell. The Shannon is well described in a beautiful sonnet by Sir Aubrey 
de Vere : 

" River of billows! to whose mighty heart 
The tide wave rushes to the Atlantic sea- 
River of quiet depths by cultured lea, 

Romantic wood or city's crowded mart- 
River of old poetic founts! that start 

From their oldmountain cradles, wild and &ee, 
Nwsad with the f8Wm, lulled by the woodlark's glee, 

And cushats' hymenesl song apart!- 
River of chieftaims whose baronial halls, 

Like veteran warders, watch each wave worn steep, 
Portnmna's towers, Bnnrstty's regal wnllq 

Carrick's stem rock, tbe Geraldine's grey keep- 
River of dark mementoes-must I close 
My lips with Limerick's wrongs-with Aughrim's woes P" - 

About two miles south from Limerick, at a place called Newcastle, is a 
very fine race ground, with a permanent stand, where the sporting events 
celebrated in a well-known ballad are generally held. These races have 
latterly attracted a great deal of attendon even in England. About a 

l An inquiry was held by the commissioners of Fisheries in March, 1865, into the legality of 
the p a t  Lax weir, which ended in sn onPnirnoua j a d ~ e n t  on the part of the CbmuGw.ioners 
in favour of the weir. 
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mile fdrtlicr on, and in. nearly the same direction, but nearer the Shannon, 
are s~tuated the icturesque ruins of Castle Troy, once the seat of' the P IPEogh family, o whom Mahony K'Eogh forfeited in the time of Cromwoll, 
for his loyalty to the Stuarts. Dr. John KLEogh, DD., author of several 
learned works, and father of the author of the Botanologia Uhiversalis 
IJiberi~ica, the Zoonomia Hiibernica, etc., was a mcmber of this family. 
Further on in the same direction, is Mount Shannon, the bcautiful demesne 
and residence of the late Earl of Clare, remarkable for its fine classics1 
library, on which John, sccond Earl of Clare, expended a large sum of 
money. Near Mount Shannon are Rich Hill, the handsome residence of 
William Howley, Esq., D.L., Woodsdown, where Field Marshal Lord 
Cough was born, which is now in the occupation of W. G. Gubbins, Esq., 
J P . ,  and which is divided from Annacotty Mills, etc., by the river Mul- 
cair. A few miles east of Mount Shannon is Glacnstal Castle, the magni- 
ficent residence cf Sir William Hartigan Barrington, Bart., and Clonsha- 
voy, the tastefili residsnce of Caleb Powcll, Esq., ex-RI P. for the county 
Limerick. In :he vicillity of Limerick thcre are scvcral attractive localities 
which nierit attention, and to which excursions can be made by rail or 
boat, or by r o d ,  at a cotnparativcly small cost, some of which may be 
noticsd in a subsequent portion of this work. 

The picturesque village of ILilkee, romantically situated upon the Clare 
c ~ ~ t ,  is the favourite bathing-place of the citizcns of Limerick, who gene- 
rally repair thithcr in considcrablc numbers when the season arrives. There 
are many other places within a fcw miles distance, which will well repay 
a visit, from the beauty of' their sccncry and their antiquarian m d  histori- 
ctd interest. Such are Carrig-0'-Gunncll, Adare, Castleconnell, Eunratty, 
IGllaloe, Lough Gur, etc. For those, indeed, who are fond of exploring 
Druidic, military, and ecclesiastical antiquities, there is no county in Ireland 
which supplies more ample materials than Limerick, which possesses like- 
wise numerous attractions for the lovers of sporting. 

The last act of parliament passed in reference to Limerick, is that 
which empowers the Corporation to make an embankment at Corkanree, 
and to add to the city a certain portion of Corkanree which had bcen in 
the county. This act passcd thc com~nittee of the House of Lords on 
Thursday, the 4th of May, and received the royal assent soon afterwards. 
Thus the citizens will be soon provided with a l~ealthful and much-needed 
park and promenade.' 

CH-WTER LIV. 
EARLY ECCLKSIASTICAL flISTORY OF LINERICK.-DESCRII'TIOB AND ANNALS 

OF DIUNGRRT.-ST. NESSAN AND HIS COXTEJIPORARIES AND SUCCESSORS. 

-ST. M U ~ C I I I N ,  OB DIANCHENUS. - ST. YUNCIIIN'S CHUECH. - IiIiVa 
DONALD'S CHARTEJ , ETC. 

WE come now to t l d  portion of our history which brings us back to 
events of renibte ccc'e~iastical antiquity, being that period at and before 
St. Patrick's visit, on ;vhicli so much discussion has arisen. The chronicles 

From this park the quays and shipping will bc seen to advantage. Two other fine views 
may be obtnined from the Corb.dly Road outside, and the Military Road inside the city. The 
Crescent with the O'Connell monument, Pery Squwe with the Rice monument, the Kedemp 
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of soma of our religious houses, especially their interior history, are neces- 
sarily meagre. Most of the records which the ravages of the barbarous 
Dane had spared, perished at tthe time of the Norman invasion, of the dis- 
solution of monasteries under Henry VIII., and subsequently in the Crom- 
wellian and even Williamlte wars. But it is certain that a knowledge of 
Grecian and Roman Literature and art, including a superior style of archi- 
tecture, was known in Ireland long before the invasion, and that the 
Gospel was diffused abroad, and the blessings of education were known at 
home anterior to that disastrous event. Limerick appears to have bc,?.i 
one of the first places in Ireland to attract the attcqLio I J? the early 
Christian missionaries, the antiquity of its religioii~ foundatYons ascending 
so high as the beginning of the sixth century, if r-ot still nigher.l 

About the year 549, the holy Comin founded the churches and towers 
of Inniscalthra, on the Shannon. After t le bloody brttle of Cuildrheinne, 
which was fought between Dermod and Cuorrane &lac Aoala, in which 
the latter was azllded by St. Columbs, whose asylum he sought, which was 
invaded b Diurmuid- -the victory being attribu.ed more to the prayers of 
the saint t K an to the va, ,ur of the soldiery-Dermod had scmxly recruited 
the loss of the battle, when he cominenc?d a war against the gallant Guare, 
King of Connaught. I t  is believed that he re b e d  to pay the provincial 
tax, crowning Dermod as a monarch, who marched Eis army along the 
Shannon, probably to a little above ILillaloe. The mediation of the holy 
Comin proved fruitless, as all remonstraiices we -e rejected by Guare, who 
was foretold by the saint that his trcops would be routed. The 
monarch's horse and foot plunged into the Shannon, forcibly gained the 
opposite bank, routed th,: enemy, who fled precipitately, yet rallied the 
following day. Guare, drcding to make his country r scene of war, sur- 
rendered himsez to the monarch. 

Before St. Colunjba dstablished his celebrated monastic institution 
in the Scotch Island of Iona, m institution which remained undisturbed 
YOT two hundred years, an abbey had been founded at Mungret, the ancient 
Mmgairit, about two miles south-west of Limerick, by St. Nessat9 sur- 
named the Leper, who was confirmed by St. Patrick himself in the abbacy, 
and who died in 551, according to the Annals of the Four Masters, but 
according to the Annals of Clonmacnoise, in 561. 

Mungret is even at this day a ruin of considerable size, and exhibits 
many tokens of high antiquity. The doors and windows of the church 
have either hori~ontal stone Lintels, or that sort of round arch-head which 
denoted the Romanesque, less correct1 , we think, called Norman architec- d tural period which preceded the intro uction of the pointed style. 

The detached building on the road side bears marks of fire on its square 
lintel stones; and the roof, which, judging from the shape of the gables, 

torist Church and Convent, the Convent and Orphanage of Mount St. Vincent, St. Michael's 
Protestant C'~urch, built A.D., 1843-4-5, the Model Schools, the Turkish Baths with their 
minarets and other oriental features, etc., wa all visible from the Military Road. 

1 De hac regione (says O'F'ahertp) et Corcoiche plebe fuit S. Molua divo Bernardo (S. Ber- 
nard in vita Malachia; S. Luanus), Luanus clarns, S. Comgalli discipulus, cujns monasterium 
celebre Cluanfertenw in Regin& agro, et Lagisia ad radicem montis Smoil, qui mons Bladma 
dirtur-(Ogyqia, p. i i i  p. 351.) 

- The festival of this saint is celebrated on the 25th July, and as a coincidence with his sur- 
name we may mention that near the eastern borders of the parish, opposite Ballinacurra, are 
the ruins of an ancient hermitage, which was afterwards said to have been an hospital for lepers 
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must have been built somewhat in the style of Columbkim House at Kelh, 
St. Molua's at Killaloe, and St. Kevin's at Glendalough, was like these vener- 
able structures, probably covered with large slate-like stones, several of 
which have been turned up in the field immediately adjacent to the build- 
ing. The well known legend of the '' wise women of Mungret", monks 
who disguised themselves ln female attire, and wbo frightened away by 
their extraordinary learning certain professors from Lisrnore, who had 
come to test it, is familiar to every person in the vicinage. I t  is illustra- 
tive too of the admiration always felt for martial prowess by the Irish, that 
those soldier monks, the Knights Templars, who occupied the old Castle 
of Mungret, are still spoken of with great reverence in the neighbourhood, 
not only for their piety but their waxlike spirit. If tradition can be relied 
on, they occasionally did garrison d ~ ~ t y  at Carrig-o-pnnell, and were well 
disposed, if not actually bound by engagement, to render military service 
when called on.' 

The traditions about the abbey itself are not numerous. That Mungret 
was a famous religious house, formed by St. Patrick, that its students and 
monks were most numerous after it became a great college as well as a 
monastery, that there were of one name alone, one hundred and fort of 
tha inmates called " John Loftus": and that the monastery and col ege f 
were burned by the Danes, and afterwards by Cromwell's forces, or prob- 
ably by General Scravenmore, who blew up Carrig-o-gunnell in the Wil- 
liarnite wars, who are stated in the local traditions to have shelled i t  from 
the Shannon, on which occasion, whenever it happened, they are said to 
have set fire to the then thatched roof of the monastery ;these are about the 
whole of the existing local traditions that refkr to the history of this ceie- 
brated establishment. The great eastern window was some t h e  ago quite 
covered with ivy externally, but some treasure-seekers removed i t  without 
doing 7 further mischief, Internally on the right side of the same win- 
dow, whch is broken into two lights by a mullion, there stood, until within 
the last few years, a fine specimen of a piscinu, the bottom resembling the 
impress of a human face, which some Vandal, or dishonest antiquprirtn G&- 
tor, has lately destroyed if not removed. The people for miles azound, were, 
in our memory, in the habit of applying their faces to this stone as a m 
posed remedy for headache. The venerable ash trees which occupied t e l!'- 
northern side have also disappeared. And indeed even the very walls of 
this truly venerable house would have long ago been destroyed, had the 
builder of the new cllurch been permitted to c o n h c t  the new edifice on 
the site of the old But the people of the neighbourhood firmly opposed 
it, and fortunately carried them oint. 

The Psalter of Cashel states t E at the Monastery of Jdungret had within 
it.l walls six churches, and, excIusiveIy of numerous scholars, 1,500 monks, 

' Those who think we have assigned too high an antiquity to the existing walls of Mungret, 
will see that Dr. Petrie thought them still older. The mined C h c h  in the It& &m, nesr 
Killaloe, does not look much older than the detached C h d  of M u p t .  Th. former, how- ever, is one ofour oldest stone churches.-(See Petrie's Rowad Towms, p. 183.) I t  is the belief 
of the peasantry near bfungret that a sabterraneom pass~ge eo=ted the h o w  of the Knightr 
Templars, if not the Blonastery, with the Castle of C a r r i p - p e U .  In proof of the truth of 
this opinion they point out a part of the road where there IS a sort of hoW s a d  ss if it a 1 0 4  
a vault or archway. They also show the pond where the pref-, &%g&& ss mmen, rs- tended to be washing, and addressed their visitors in Greek, etc., B e  (he story told in d i r .  

Loftus's Rood received its name f m  three brothera. 

of whom 500 were learned preachers, 500 psalmists, and 500 wholly em- 
ployed in s iritual exercises. The ruins of the abbey, which waq 
situated on t f ze south side of the Shannon, consist of the walls of a church 
which by no means bespeak their former splendour. The west end is 47' 
feet long by 16 broad, with a plain narrow window. The centre or nave 
is 33 feet by 28+; and the communication from this to the east end is by a 
small arch. On the north side of the nave is a small orch or entrance. P The west end is 12 feet by 22, on the north side of mhic 1 is a small square 
towcr, with ruined battlements. There are no ancient tombs to be found 
there. To the east of this are the ruins of another church, and about 300 
yards distant from it, the remains of a towcr and gateway. About 150 yards 
north of the church is a solidly built house, which we have spoken of as 
bearing marks of fire. I t  is of considerable extent, with lofty walls and 
jointed gables, with a narrow circular-headed window at the east end, and 
entered by a square ladder doorway on the west. In  the adjoining fields 
cxtcnsive foundations arc frequently found by the plough, and are also met 
with at Temple Mungret, which stands about half a mile north of the Pro- 
testmt church, which was originally the hospital of the Knights Templars, 
and afterwards the manor house of the Bishop of Limerick. 

The bell of Mungret-onc of thosc ancient objects so interesting to the 
Christian arch~ologist-was dug up at Loui hmore, in the same parish, 
near the abbey of Mungret; it 1s described 1.1 sl popular periodical,' in 
which it is also pictorially represented, as of a square form, as a specimen of 
very rude workmtmsship, much corroded by time, and composed of a mixed 
metal, hammered and riveted togcther. The bell of Mungret is alludcd to 
by Keating. 

The early history of St. Nessan, who was a contemporary of St. Senan 
and Carthage, is involved in obscui<ty. We cannot admit, according to 
Lanigan, who remarks that it is strange that Ware says nothing of Mun- 
gret, the story of his having become a disciple of St. Patrick, when in 
M~~nster. He may have been at least in part a disciple of St. Ailbe, in Emly, 
with whom lie was in the habit of conversing on theological subjects. At 
the time of these conversatiolls he could not have becn very young, as it 
may fairly be inferred be was born before the sixth century. He was 
then probably at that time, or before Ailbe's death, abbot of llungret. 
H e  never rose higher in the Church than the rank of deacon, by which 
title he was known during his lifc and ever since. Yet his reputation was 
so great, that he has becn considered as one of tile Fathers of the Irish 
Church, and therefore it c m  sarcely be doubted that he was that 
Nessan named in the second chapter of the saints. St. Neassan or 
Nessan, is thus s oken of in the 2lIarty~ology of Tallnglit, by Cumin 
of C o ~ o r ,  who d' ourished, according to Colgan, about the year 635 :- 

Neassan, the holy deacon, loved an angelic pure mortification. There 
never came past his lips anything that was false or deceitful". 

The following are the leading events in the history of the abbey 
which we find in the ancient c11ronicles:'-St. Neassan wm succeeded 
in the abbey by St. Ivhnchin, son of Seadlla, grandson of Cm, and great 
grandson of Conall of the Dalgais, and nephew of' Bloid, King of 
' Drtblitr Penny Jou~nal, vol. iv. p. 237. 

Our aothorities are BllCurtin, L.migan, Aiznal~ o/ the Four JIaslsrs, Colgan, li [as Thtru- 
mcttlrg(z, et Vit. Sti. Pii. Actcc Smctoratn, Keatiug, etc. 
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Thomond, who, on account of his unexampled piety and 
was ordewd by St. Patrick to undertake the instruction of 
Connaught, and afterwards became the first bishop of Limerick.' 

A.D. 760. Died the Abbot Ailioll, the son of Creabachaha 
820. This abbey was plundered and deitroyed by the Danes. 
834. This year the abbey, together with several other churches in Munster, 

was burnt and destroyed by the Danes.' 
840. The Danes repeated their  depredation^.^ 
908, Cornlac M'Cullenan, Archbishop of Cashel and king of Munater, did, by 

his last will, bequeath to this abbey three ounces of gold, an embroidered vest, 
amd his ble~sing.~ 

909. Died the Abbot Maoileasil.' 
934. The abbey was again consumed by fire.@ 
993. Died the Abbot Muirgheas, the son of Muireadhy.' 
994. Died Rebechan, the son of Domchudha, the Archdeacon.'@ 
1006. Died the Abbot Caithair, the son of Maony." 
1033. Died Constans, he was Archid~iach of this abbey, and also of the 

Abbey of Derest ABnguis.lz 
1080. The abbey suffered much this year from a general conflagration.18 
1088. Donal M'lochloin, with the forces of Ulster, destroyed this abbey." 
1102. On the 5th of October, died in this abbey the blessed Mugron O'Mor- 

gair, principal professor of Divinity at Armagh, and in the west of all. Europe.lb 
A.D. 731. According to the Annalsof the Four  dlaoters, the death of Molua, 

of the monastery of Mungret occurred. 
In 751 the death of Astell, Abbot, took place. 
In 752, death of Bodhbhghal, Abbot [756, A n n d  of Ulster.] 
And according to the Annals o j  Innisfak, Cuind Mac Cirerain died in 951. 
In 965 Conn, son of Cercran, Abbot, and "head of all Munster", as the 

AmaL of the Four Masters call him, died. 
* 975 Death of Muirg Mac Muirdoch, Provost of Mungret. 

989 Death of Caher, son of Moenach, Abbot. 
[Thus marked * are taken from the A n d s  oflnnCf&.] 

The  Annals of the Four Masters rnent io~ the following :- 

994. Death of Rebechan, son of Dunchad, Airchinneach. 
101 1. Death of Art O'Donogh, Abbot. 
1014. (recte 1015) Niali, son of' Dearggan, Airchinneach of Mungret, killed. 
1028. Death of Art Ua Dunchada, Airchinneach. 
1033. Death (quievevi2) of Con Mac Maelpatrick, do. 
1070. Death of Cathasach, son of Czirbre, Abbot. 
1171. Mungret burned by Murtagh O'Brien. 
1107. Mungret devastated by Murtagh O'Brien. 
1179. Donald O'Brien, king of Limerick, granted the lands of Mungret and 

the lands of Ivamnach to Brictius, Bishop of Limerick, successor of Turgesius (who 
assisted at the Council of Lateran with other Irish bishops ia 1179-80), and his 
successors, and to the clergy of St. Mary's, Limerick. 

Lnnigan, Eccles. Bit, vol. ii. R. 103. etc. 
Annals oj the Four Masters. a hnnals of the Fosrr 
Ibid. ML.@rtin, p. 193, 184. 
Annals of the Four Masters. 7 TT. Th. p. &33. 
AnnalS of the Four Musters. 9 Idpm. - .. - . . . . 

'O Act. SS., p. 582. l1  Annals of the Four Mostcts. 
J 9  Am. Idein. I 3  Bid. l 4  I6id. IS lbid. 

Masters. 
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The  Black Book of Limerick contains a copy of this charter, from wliic'n it 
was taken by Sir James Ware. Xn the Sloane MS$. (British Ahseum) 
there is a copy of the charter also copied. The  following is the charter :- 

Charts Donaldi, Regis Limericensis. 

[The date of this Charter was about 1194 ; the Archbishop of Cashel was 
Mathew O'Heney. Ware.] 

Donaldus Rex Limericensis universis Dei fidelibus tarn presentibus quam 
futuris Salutem. Non lateat universitatem vestram me donasse Brictio Lumni- 
cano Episcopo, suisque successoribus cleroque Sancta Mark Limericensi in 
liberam ac perpetuam elemosynam terram Mungram [terras Imungram WARE and 
ERCK] et terras Ivamnachani ab arcu viz. ? Immungram usque ad terras Imolin ; 
et a vado Cei~iu usque ad flumen Sinan cum omnibus appendentibus, [al. appen- 
dicibus] Ut autern valida fiat hac elemosyna, sigilli mei impressione earn con- 
firm~. Teste Domino Mathteo Cassellensi et Ruadri Uagradei. 

Which is thus translated : 

Charter of Donald King of Limerick. 

Domnaldus, or Domna!d, king of Lumneach, to all the faithful of God, as 
well present as to come, greeting. Know ye all that I have granted to Bric- 
tius, BisEop of Lumneach, and to his successors, and to the clergy of St. Mary's 
of in free and pexpetnal alms, the lands of Immungram, (now Mun- 
garet) and the lands of Ivamnach ; that is, from the arch of Imungram to the 
lands of Imalin, and from the ford of Cein to the River Sinan, with all their 
appendances. And in ratification of this my grant in frankalmoigne, I con- 
firm it with the impression of my seal. Witness, Lord Mathew, Archbishop of 
Cashel, and Roger O'Gradei. 

1630, In this year, April 22, the Vicarage of Mungret was taxed at 
&142, T h e  taxation and boundaries of this as well as of other vicaragw 
of Ireland were made by Prancis, Bishop of Limerick, nnd other commis- 
&one,, on October 5th, and fifth of Charles I. The  taxation is quoted in 
Seward's Tip. Bib., ap. p. 22. 

T h e  Erenach or Ai~einneach, as well as the similar but superior officer 
Comltarba (Ooarb), corruptly written Corba or Ccrbe, was in ancient 
times the manager of church lands. By degrees the office of the erenach 
fell ifito the hands of laymen, who consequently assumed the title of arch- 
deacons. I n  fact, the erenachs were the actual possessors of old church 
lands, out of which they paid in money or kind certain contributions for 
ecclesiastical purposes. The  monks of Mungret were Canons Regular of 
the order of Augustine. It is still church land, and went into the posses- 
sion of the Protestant Church in the reign of Elizabeth. 

Dr. Lanigan does not hold some of the popular opinions about St. Nes- 
san or St. Patrick. W e  give those opinions, with the authorities on which 
they rest. Dr. Lanigan, v. C., 104, says that it is undenizble that St. Nes- 
San was abbot, and most probably of Mungret, but that he cannot mark 
the precise time. H e  died, he  says, in  552 (B. Th, 186), and therejbre 
could not have been placed over Mungret by St. Patnck, unless he (?) had 
lived about 140 years. It is to be observed, however, that in making St. 
Pitrick's death occur in his sevent eighth year, anno 465, Lani an goes K- 3 against the joint authority of the nnals of Ulster and the Ann s of the 
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Four Msrsters, who are followed by Usher, Ware, Colgan, etc., in assigning 
the date A.D. 493 for that event. Lanigan's reasoning is very ingenious; 
he uses very scant ceremony with O'Halloran, Archdall, and Ferrar, whom 
he describes as ncnsensi~al and ridiculous, the two first for statin that the 
Monastery of Mungret existed in the fourth century; the latter, or assign- 
ing its fmmdation to the year 433.' 

f 
St. Munchin or Manchenns, above referred to, son of Sedna,' is said by a 

continued tradition, which has been followed by the ancient writers, and by 
Sir James Ware and his authorities, etc., to have been the first Bishop of 
Limerick, and to have founded a cathedral there, which, until the founda- 
tion of St. Mary's cathedral by Donald 07Brien, King of Limerick, about 
the time of the arrival of the English in Ireland, was the cathedral of the 
see of Limerick. The Ostmen are stated to have restored St. Munchin's 
Church. The festival of the saint, who is the patron of the diocese, is 
observed in the Catholic ritual on the 2nd of January. I t  is a mattcr of 
no small controversy who this Munchin was. We are of o inion that he 
was that Manchenus, whom Jocelyn ( Yil. Pat., cap. 69) ca% B religious 
man and one of complete knowledge of the Scriptures", " a ~ d  whomn, m 
he a e m s ,  " St. Patrick placed over the subjects of Amalgaid, King of 
Connaught, theli recently converted to the Christian faith". Others con- 
found him with Manchenus, whom the Annals of Ulster call abbot of 
Menedrochid, and say that he died in 651 or 652. This, however, is im- 
probable. To St. Munchin's sister, St. Lelia, the church of Killeely, in 
the parish of Killeely, was dedicated. Tradition ascribes to Rose, another 

'Until the year 1860 the Castle of Munget was in good preservation. I t  stands on thelands 
ofcastle Mungret, and in that year lost some ten or twelve feet of its original proportions, the 
tenant who took the lauds from the Protestant bishop, wishing to make it avxilzble for a auansion 
house. This act spoiled the venerable beauty of this ancient structure, which stands close by 
the Tervoe Road, near the hill of the Cross of Mungret, and not far from Temple bhngret, a 
fee property of hi. R. Ryan, Esq., J.P. . The Rev. Michael Casey, PP., Nungret and Crecora, and his Parishioners, have recently 
erected in the churchyard of Mungret, a tabular monument fixed to the south wdl of the 
old Church, and made of cut lime stone, to the memory of the Parish Priests who were interred 
from time to time in that ancient cemetery: if bears the following inscriptions with the sacred 
monogram I.H.S., chalices, etc. :- 

Erected by the Rev. Michael Casey and his Parishioners of Nungret and 
Crecora, to ask prayers of the faithful. 

Rev. X c h a e l  Mac Namara, 
who served these parisl~es about 40 years, and died 11th April, 1822. 

Rev. Denis McCarthy, 
who served about 30 years, and died about 1792. 

Rev. John Heynes, 
who served 26 years, and died 1756. 

And other priests whose remains lie beneath, and whose names and 
dnte are not remembered. 

Requiescant in Pace. 
A.D. 1862. 

St. Munchii, son of Sedna, son of Cassiw Tail, the Daleassian-Colgan, p. 540. 
Ware's Buhopi. 
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sister of the saint, the building of Little IGlrush,' and to St. Covanus, the 
abbot, the historic church of Kilquane, all of which, tradition further has 
it, were built near the time of St. Patrick. The commemoration of the death 
of Manchenus is pointed out under the name of Manicheus, "the wise 
Irishman", in the books De mirabilibus Scriptum, by some erroneously 
ascribed to St. Augustine (Opeva St. August., tom. 3, lib. 2, cap, 4). 
The ancient church of St. Munchin was situated on the south side of the 
river Shannon. Tradition has it that when St. Munchin was building 
his church the inhabtantg of Limerick were very unwilling to contribute 
thereto, which so provoked the saint that he gave this curse to them, viz.: 

that the natives of Limerick should never prosper tlwrein"? On the 
site is built a Protestant church, a comgaratively modern building scvcn 
hundred feet in circumference, bounded on the north or river side by the 
old town wall. I n  1711, a year of very great excitement in Limerick, the 
Right Rev. Dr. Smyth, Protestant bishop, cxpended a considerable sum of 
money in repairing this church. His sons, Charles Smytl~, Esq., M.P., 
and the Rev. John Smyth, set on foot in 1734 a subscription by which 1 
sum of $150 was raised to build a vestry room.3 

1 The residence of the Hon. Robert (YBrien, brother of Lord Inchiquin, is close by this ancifnt 
church, whicll is in many respects similar to that of Y u n p t .  

Wllite's MSS. 
8 There are many remarkable monuments in m d  about St. bfunchink Church, which deserve 

notice, us in ancient as well as in modern timer it has been a ffivourite bnrial place with the 
citizens of Limerick. The oldest monument within the clturch, and that mllicll clrrims first 
notice on account of the beauty of its dcsign and the fiuish of its constructiou, is that which a t  
a cost of 6147 1s. 7.' the Right Rev. Dr. Smyth raised to the memory of his wife in 1717, which 
1:dy was daughter of the Right Rev. Ulysses Burgh, Protestant Bishop of Ardagh, who had 
been promoted to that see from the Deanery of Emly by Willinm 111. about 1693. 

* Tlle ~nonument, which is raiscd at  the south side of the Communion Table, over the family 
vault of the Smyths and their successors the Verekers, is made of fiue black and white marble, 
and snpportcd by two cherubim. The following is thc inscription:- 

Conditunl est hoc monumeutum a Thoma Smytll S. T. p. episcopo Limericensi, in piam 
memoriam nopers s u s  uxoris charissims Dorothse, que obiit, sexto die A u p t i ,  A. D. 
1711, s tat is  43, cujus reliqium hic si te  sunt. Filia erit Ulisses Burgh S. T. P. non ~ t a  prldrm 
Episeopi Ardachadensis, ex Maria Nata Gulielmi Kingsmill armigeri. 

"In eodem tumulo juxta jacent Maria Mater, et Esizabetha filia prsefati Thomae Smyth, 
quarum prior obiit septimo die Septembris, 1704 ; altera vero 15 die Novembris 1709, cum jam 
decimun~ sextum setatis annum compleverat". 

Near the north door of the church the Right Rev. Dr. Leslie and his wife are interred. 
Outside are a few ancient monuments, the most remarkable of which is one of the Creagh 
family, now re~rebented by Pierce Creagh, Esq., of Balahine, county Clare. On this monu- 
ment the name 

anbreas &oagb 
is cut on a stone moulding, placed over three arches, which appear to have formed portion of a 
larger monument. Flat on the ground is a slab, with this curious inscription 

Armorial 
bearin9 of the 

Machfahons. 

This monument was erected by 
Thornss MLBIahon his spouse 
Brigt. in memory of his father in 
law Kennedy biiJIahon died Sbr. 

87 1722 aged 103 gears. 
Also (defaced) his (defaced) children Bridget 

(defaced) Kennedy 7 years and Brien 4 years. 
Also (defwed). 
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It is remarkable that of the bishops who followed 'St. Munchin, or 

Manchin, there is no record before the conversion of the Danes to Chris- 
tianity, though there can be no question that the Church of Limerick had 
always enjoyed the continued succession of its episcopacy. Gille or Gil- 
bert (said to be a Dane), first Apostolic Legate to Ireland, was Bishop of 
Limerick A.D. 1110, and flourished until 1140, when he died. He con- 
vened a synod at Rathbreasail, which twenty-five bishops attended, and 
at this synod, according to Ware, the limits of the Irish bisho rics mere 
laid down.' He  assisted at the consecration of Bernard, Bishop o ! Menevia, 
(St. David's) in 1115, which was performed at Westminster by ltalph, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, according to Eadermus. Growing old 
and infirm, in 1139, he voluntarily divested himself of the legatine 
authority, when the Pope raised Malachy Morgair, Bishop of Down, to that 

He wrote epistles to Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury, a book 
& Statu Ecclesiae or de Usu Ecdesiastico, which contains the different form 
of liturgies and the various ways of celebrating divine service in the Church 
of Ireland, which he reforms to the Roman custom.' He  is said to have 
insisted, with Malchus, Bishop of Lismore," on St. Malachi accepting the 
Archbishopric of Armagh, in virtue of his legatine authority, when he as- 
sembled the bishops and great men of the island, threatening St. Malachi 
with excommunication if he persevered in his refusal. According to 
Keating he was called Gicila e q u l c  (bishop)-was Abbot of Bangor, 

A short aistance from the gate which leads to the cemetery, surronnded by an iron railing, is 
the tomb of the late Thomes 07Reilly, Esq., father of the Very Rev. Dr. O'ReilQ, S. J. It has 
the following inscription on white marble:- 

I. H. S. 
To the Memory of 

Thomas O'Reilly, Esq., 
who departed this life on the 

12th of January, 1833, aged 51, 
this monument is erected 

as a small testimony of respect 
and dection of his deeply 
attached widow anit son. 

Requiescat in pace. 

In the same tomb repose the mortal remains of Mrs. O'Reilly, a munificent benefactress to the 
poor. 

In the cemetery are monuments to the late Alderman Pierce Shannm, who died during his 
m~yoralty, and to the late Charles O'Hara, Esq., etc. Tnere are vaults of the Bannatpe, Gelston, 

1 Keati%g gives an account of the boundaries of the varions bishoprics of Ireland as they were 
then dexermined; but the names he mentions are so worn out of knowledge that I must be con- 
tent, for want of information, to pass them over and refer the reader to him.-(Har&'s Ware.) 

S St. Befnard, Vita Mnlacfh, cap. ii. 
S Dr. Thomas James, in his Catalogue of the MSS. of Benet College, Cambridge, and from 

him to John Pitts, have ascribed this book to a counterfeit Gille, Bishop of I$incoln.-(Harris, 
Ware).. 

4 Britannia Sancta, p. 238, vol. ii. 
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and flourished in the reign of Murtagh O'Brien, the pious king who be- 
stowed Cashel on the clcrgy. The national council which he assembled at 
Uisneach, in Meath, consisted of fifty bishops, of whom hc was president, 
three hundred.priests and three thousand othcr ecclesiastics. The Arch- 
bishops of Armagh and Cashel took places next to him. His second 
synod, or rather the second session or' the first, was held at Fiadhmac Naon- 
p m ,  at which the Archbishop of Cashel, the Vicar of Armagh, eight other 
bishops, three hundred and sixty priests, and one hundred and forty 
deacons attended. Many excellent laws for the observance of clergy and 
laity were enacted at this synod. A t  the synod of Rath-brcasail twelve 
bishop were appointed in Munster and Leinstcr, ten in Ulstcr and Con- 
naught, and two in Mcath. The lands of the bishops and clergy wcre set- 
tled. In  Munster, under the Archbishop of Cashel, were appointed the 
dioceses of Waterford and Lismore, Cork, Rslthmoigh, Deisgirt, Limerick, 
Killaloc, and Emlioch-Jobhair (Emly).I The boundaries of the diocese of 
Limerick were thus regulated, viz.: the diocese of Limerick extended 
from Maolcarn2 westward to Ath-an-Coinne Lodain, and t~ LOI@ Guhr, 
snd to Rathachmore, and from Aidhne westwards, and Ard-Patnck south- 
wards, and Beallach-Feabhrat, and Tullach inclusive; Fcil and Tarbert 
westwards, and Cuinic in Thomond, Cross in Mount-Uidhe an Rio& and 
Dubh Abhain? The journal of that convention adds this sanction m this 
place: "Whoever exceedr these boundaries acts contrary to the will of 
God, and the intention of St. Peter and St. Patrick, and all the Christian 
Churches". St. Bernard, in his life of St. Malachy, eves  high praise to the 
illustrious Gilbert. He  says that St. Malachy came Into Munster to make 
interest with the Irish Princes against Mauricc, the usurper of the see of 
Armagh, who by them was accordingly cxpellcd. Instabant", adds St. 
Bernard, tam sancto operi omnes, duo potissimum cpiscopi Malchus et 
Gilbertus, quorum prior ipse est senior Lismorensis, alter senior Lime& 
censis, etc." 

Patrick, in 1140, succeeded Gilbert, having been elected bishop by the 
Ostmen, who were then masters of the country ; he was consecrated in 
Phayar, Frazer, Lloyd, and other fanlilics. A monument to Colonel H, A. O'Donnell, C. B., 
father of General Sir Charles O'Donnell, has the following inscription :- 

Colonel Et. A. (YDonnell, C. B., 
served 30 years in India, 

died 26th December, 1840, 
aged 82 years. 

Also 
Marp Napier O'Donnell, 

his wife, 
died 
aged years 

The curious ~ to ry  of this monument is, thnt the surviving widow married s m e  years &er- 
wards, and thus cheated the sculptor of his anticipation. 

Keating. ' The nume of the atream which runs t h w h  Si~-~le-Brid@, in the county of Clare, 
aoathwnrds to the Shannon. 

Keating. 
3s 
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England by Thcobald, Archbishop of Canterbury, to whom, M Primate of 
Great Britain, hc took an oath of canonical obedicncc.' Patrick sat bnt a 
short time; and during his cpiscopacy, Limcrick, unquestionably, was in a 
state of grcat confusion on account of the diffcrcnt invasions from Con- 
naught. The Danes showed an invctcratc hatred not only to the Irish 
pcoplc, but to thc Irish Church-for whcrevcr they had influence or com- 
mand, as in Dublin, Waterford, Cork, and Lirncrick, their bishops swore 
canonical obedicncc to thc Archbishop of Canterbury? 

I-Iarold, an Ostman (by the Irish callcd Erolb), succccdcd, and died in 
1151. Turgcsius, a Dmc also, followed. He assistcd at the synod of 
Kells, which was convencd by Cardinal I'aparo. Brictius, an Ostman, was 
next in succession. Hc was one of the Irish bishops who assistcd at the 
Council of Latcran, in the years 1171) and 1180. Ilis companions to 
Xomc wcrc Lanrcncc, Archbishop of Cashcl; Constantine, bishop of IGl- 
Ialoe ; Fclix, Bishop of Lismorc ; and Augustinc, Bishop of Wt~terford ; 
who first m11t ovcr to England, took nn oath not in any way to act prc- 
judicially to the king's intercst while in Rome, and m r e  thcn pelrnittcd 
to procccd on their jou~ncy. Donald O'Bricn, king of Limerick, m we 
have nlrcady sccn, grmtecl tlic lands of Imungran, (now Mungrct) and 
thc lands of' Ivamnach to Brictius and his succcssors, ancl to thc clergy of 
St. Mary's of Liincrick. 

Indcad tllc royal OIBricns wcl.c thc most gencrous and munificent 
fiieiicls of thc Church in these early times. Tlicy founded monasteries 
and churchcs all over Thomond, and in Limcrick their donations and 
grants partook of the most princely proportions. 

CI-IAPTER LV. 
TIIE SUCCESSION OF I:ISROPS-DONAT O'BRIEN-ST. JIARY'S CATHEDRAL- 

DONAT'S ESTABLISIEIENT OF TIIE CHAPTER-THE BLACK BOOK OF 
LIJIERICK-TAXATION OF NEYLER FITZZFENRY-DECLARATION AND RESO- 

LUTIONS OF TIIE CIIAPTER; ETC., ETC. 

DOXAT O'BRIEN, A.D. 1207, who descended from the royal stock, was the 
next 13ishop after Brictius. H e  was a prelate in high repute for learning, 
wisdom, and liberality, in which he was more ilh~strious cvcn than in birth. 
H e  stood high in favour wi th 'k in~ John, when that unprincipled monarch 
had begun to lcain to rcspcct the nghts of the Church, and to restore those 
possessions which he had at first unscrupudously dicnatcd from their legiti- 
mate owners. Donat internidly amangcd St. Mary's Church, which was 
built on the site ofthe palace of the O'Bricns, the first stone being laid in 
1172 by Donald O'Brien, and which wits lnrgcly endowed by his son, 
Donagh Carbragh OIBrien, who consolidated the work. St. 31ary1s 

The followin,n is the profcssion of obcdicnce as giveu in Usher's Sylloge, pp. 93, 93:-u 1, 
Pntrick, being elected to the government of the Chnrch of Limerick, and being now, by the 
grace of God, to be consecrated bishop by you, Reverend Fnther, Theohld, hchbishop 
of thc Eoly Church bf Canterbury, and Primnte of all Britain, do promise, in all things, to pixy 
my bou~~dcn subjection to you, and to all your succcssor~, canonically succeeding you''. T h ~ s  
profession mny be am1 in the ancient b& in thc Cottou Library, wvhich formerly belongcd to 
the Church of Canterbury. Ware did not know how long Patrick sat  in this see. 

a White's &[SS. 
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cathedral, indeed, has very strong claims upon the citizens of Limcrick, 
the antiquarian, and the lover of art; and a brief account of i t  may 
be introduced here. To the Catholic, St. Mary's is a trophy, not of 
victory, but of the taste and reiinemcnt of agcs foully slandered. By 
Catholics it was planned, executed, endowed, and to thcm it owcs all that 
i t  IS. With them its fondest associations are connectcd. A few bishops, 
De Burgh, D'Eau, or Watcrs, and O'Dea, bcforc the Reformation, and 
Adams after it, took a deep interest in the Catlicdral; but their addi- 
tions can be discerned from the original structure, zmd exhibit morc zcal 
than judgment or architectural taste. Around the church in days of yore 
stood the Chapter House-the Divinity School-thc Consistorial Court- 
the Sc?tola Cantorum-the Cloisters with residences of Canons, Vicars 
Choral, and Dean, hence called the Dcan's close, of which many intcrcst- 
ing remains are still traceable to the north and south of the church. 
Some years ago a passage was discovercd leading under Bow Lane, from 
the west side of the north transept, to thc ruins of the Minor Canon's col- 
lege, founded by Bishop Hubert de Burgh, m d  lately a smithy. With the 
exception of the sacristy, nothing is now wanting of the old cdificc. The 
chancel must have been a littlc curtailed of its original length. The 
old edifice, discncuinbewd of its nlodern additions, was a pure basilica, 
consisting of nave, two aisles parallel with nave, transepts, chancel, the 
east side of which was not an apsis, but a straight wall in which was a 
three-light window. This deviation from the lay basilica was universal 
befbre the introduction of cho$-S. The sacristy, placed of necessity ncar 
the high altar, was another common deviation from thc strict basilica shxpe. 
The nave was 170 feet long-formcrly i t  is believcd it was 180-by 27 wide ; 
yet, from the circumstance of each triforium ending in a spiral staircase 
(which was discovered about the year 1861) leading to the roof, it may 
be asked if the original church did not terminate at the prcscnt intcr- 
section with the transepts; and there is strong reason for believing that 
the chancel was a subsequent addition of Bishop Donat, whosc armorial 
bearings, carved in grit-stone, are inserted in the west end of thc noltli 
chancel wall, and may be seen over the present r l p i k  The tran- 
sept was 93 feet long, by. 30. Tlie aisles are, or rat 1cr -A cre, wry  nar- 
row-only 12 feet wide. The pillars which separate the nave from the 
aisles are mere square piles of masonry, chamfcrcd or rounded off on tlic 
edges, the Base and cap only being of cut stone-being 3G feet squnrc, and 
some, those oC the transept, still grosser. On both sides of the a all I\-hich 
formed the aisles are still seen the corbels or b~ackets for receiving thc bcains 
on which rested the heels and heads of the raftcrs of the former pcnthonsc 
roof. * These aisles terminated at the transept in an altar, the piscina of onc of 
which is still seen in the northern aisle. A southern porch existed fonncrly, 
which has been replaced by a plainer and longer modern one. Thc towcr 
attracts our attention for many reasons. Its situation is peculiar; its form 
a subject of controversy. In  some of the older maps of Limcrick tlicrc 
is a spire where the tower now stands.' Nevertheless, we are inclined to 
think that no spire crowned St. Mary's cathedral in the twelfth ccntury, and 
equally certain does it appear to us that the prcscnt tower has not the full 

Such it appears in the old m q s  published b y  the commissioners of Henry VIIL md Eliza 
beth-in the maps of the Bilenrio Pacata, and in Speed's, etc. 
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dimensions of the one first erected. The position of this tower on a 
yillared archway right over the cntrance into the church and in the middle 
of the facade, was a new and bold idea in the twelfth century. In  almost all 
Savon churches, and early English, the tower was at the end, either right 
or left ofthe faqade, and disfiguring the building : hence the idea of erect- 
ing two, one at each end, to remedy the defect and introduce uniformity. 
I t  would seem as if the O'Brien architect, after many an anxious debate with 
the wise men of the day, contended that a tower should not rest on solid 
walls down to the foundation-that a well-constructed arch possessed all 
the strength and durability of the thickest wall; and he boldly placed his 
in the centre ofthe fapde-its natural position,-dispensing with the heavy, 
unsightly walls which would have darkened the entrance into the cathedral. 
This appears one of the most interesting portions of tlic entire building, 
and perhaps to this are we to attribute the unnecessary heaviness and 
clumsincss of the other pillars in the cfitliedra1,--the arch~tect would have 
uniformity tl~roughout. 

This is the first instance of a tower placed in tlie fqade in Ireland, or 
perhaps in England, and is supposed by Wilkinsoii to be a portion of the 
original palace of Dondd O'I3rien.l The grand cliurch at Manistcr, built 
by an O'Bricn, twenty-four years before, also had a tower, now no more, 
on the south side of tlie western front, and was largcr than St. Mary's 
cathedral, fm more ornate, and altogether more carefully got up. We take 
it, then, that this unsightliness was pcrmittcd because the architect, the first 
of his day, knew no better. The sacristy of St. Mary's opened on tlie tran- 
scpt and chancel. The battery in the King's Island demolished i t  at the first 
siege. I t  was rebuilt, as the spear-hcadcd doorway, an undying monument 
of pcrvcrtcd taste, shows. After the second siege, which was as fatal to it as 
was the first, it was not rebuilt. Then i t  was that the eastern wall of the 
catl~cdr~l, probably, was movcd back, and the sacristy too was sacrificed to 
public convcnicnce. On its site the present Bhre School was partly erected. 

No snbstnntial change was made in the cathedral from its fiist erection. 
I n  1311, 13ishop E~istace dc l'Eau, or Waters, repaired and beautified it. 
A change was indeed made in the fifteenth century, perhaps by Bishop Cor- 
nelius O'Dcn, which pervades the entire churcli, .and gives it unhappily a 
comparatively modern appcnrance. The style of the church at the com- 
mencement was pure Saxon, the semicircular arch of which was often 
rctained in tlic Norman doorway, which is remarkable for its recessed 
concentric arcllcs and richly decorated pillars, both styles being varieties 
of tllc Itomancsquc, rcminding one of somc of the churches of Canterbury. 
This is visible in the western doorway recently clewcd away, and in all 
thc clerestory windows-iu all the monldings, few as they are-in the 
clumsincss of the pillars and lowness of the arches, and in the red stand- 
stone jamb lining of the doors and windows. A t  this time arose some 
innovator, who could see beauty only in the pointed arch, and he de- 
clared fierce war upon the round one; and so effectually had this idea 
been acted upon, that the pointed arch is everywhere to be seen-in the 
large windowsq in the transept, in the nave, even in the arches under the 
towcr. I n  the-clercstory windows alone does the round arch appear; but 
the innovator, while leaving these untouched, with au extreme consistency, 

Wilkinson's Ancient Architecture of Ireland. 

put them out of view by the many additions then made to the cathedral. 
The real fact seems to be, thai, the successive architects followed each the 
prevailing style of his own day. We should call i t  the Hiberno-Romanesque 
transition style. 

Wilkinson' states that the three distinct features which the Norman 
architecture of Irelmd is said to possess, is recognizable in the door of this 
cathedral, as i t  is equally in that of the cathedral of Killaloe, in which the 
ornament resembles the sculptured foliage of the latter Roman remains. 
Limerick cathedral ranks in importance as to structure next to St. Patrick's 
andChrist Church of Dublin, and those of St. Canice (Kilkenny), and Cashel. 

The additions made to the original edifice are some of ancient, others of 
modern date. The latter became indispensable when the Dean's close 
was diverted from ita original purpose. A Consistorial Court, a Chapter 
Room, a Sacristy or Vestry Room, had to be provided, and convenience 
alone was consulted in the few additions then made; but, before the refbr- 
mation, much was added, principtlly by private citizens, who founded 
chantries in the cathedral, and erected the chapels at their own expense. 
Of these chapels there were many. The additions made by Bishops 
D'Eau, or Waters, or by the great prelate O'Dea, at a later period, 
aided by some families, such as the Artliurs in particular, claim some notice. 
They harmonize not with the style of the original building; they bespeak a 
later style and more modern taste ; but are not without some compensating 
advantages. They do away with the narrow aisles and low exterior walls; 
they give massiveness and elevation to the whole, internally and externally, 
which it did not previously possess, and such evidently was the object of 
those who planned them. No addition appears to have been made to the 
chancel or transept; from this point down they commence. On the north 
side rises a chapel, higher, wider, and longer than the transept parallel to 
which i t  runs; and a it juts out six feet beyond the north transept, i t  
appears at first sight, to a person viewing the church from the river, to be 
the northern extremity of the real transept. This must have been the 
work of some distinguished family, most probably the Arthm, as we shall 
see as we proceed. A less pretentious chapel lies alongside it. On the 
southern side, parallel also with the transept, and at right angles also with 
the nave, are two side chapels, in all four. The eastern wall is entirely 
bare. The altars, which had been in that place, being peculiarly obnoxious 
to Republican levellers and Puritanical hate, have, been totally defaced, 
not a vestige remaining. In the side walls are the mutilated remains of 
several pi~vate monuments. Some mutilated statues were found at diffe- 
rent times, clear indications of what formerly existed; and we learn from 
the Arthur MSS. that St. Mary's formerly contained a series of noble 
monuments. A battlement runs along the aisles externdly, and the angles 
of the tower, the top of which is 120 feet from the ground, are finished off 
with Irish stepped turrets. 

To  the O'Briens the honour is unquestionably due of patronismg the 
style of architecture of the cathedral, and erecting some of the fairest 
monuments in that style. The style itself is attributed by some to Bishop 
Gibert, a learned and accomplished ecclesiastic,' who lived to see and 

1 W*onls Ancient drchitecture of Ireland, 
m y  of the late Very Bev. Dean Cnssen, P.P., V.G., on St. Nary's Cathedral, mitten 

the Lime& Reporter and Tipperary ViRdicotor. 



direct the architect of Manister Nenay, in 1148, when a colony from Melli- 
font established themselves at that place, at the invitation of King Turlogh 
O'Brien, who endowed magnificently the new establishment, a,nd built their 
church at his own expense. We may add, that in the same style and 
exactly on the same plan was erected by King Donald and his son Donagh 
Carbrac O'Brien, the cathedral of Cashel, in 1176 (in the same year as that 
of Limerick), or that to which Cormac's chapel was but the chapter house, 
and monasteries without number at Corcomroe, Holycross, etc.: this last 
was so often restored and improved, that all trace of the first Saxon erec- 
tion has vanished: at Kilcooly, Canon Island on the Shannon, Peter's 
Cell in Limerick, also the grand Dominican Convent, and the Augustinian 
Nunnery ; the Franciscan Convent in Ennis, and in many other places: 
and in truth, it must be added, that as these are some of the oldest, so are 
they the finest in Munster. Athassel Abbey may alone be compared with 
them ; but all the erections of the Geraldines, Earls of Kildare, at Adae,  
Desmond at Askeaton and Lislachtin, Clan Gibbons at Ballinegall and 
Killmallocl:. and of so many others who founded religious houses in latter 
times, 6all immeasurably behind those of the O'Briens. The O'Briens were 
worthy of the disting~~isl~ed architect, and he was worthy of them. In  the 
cathedrals of Cashel and Limerick, particularly in the latter, limestone is 
the chief material employed. 

It is not our intention to dwell on the transactions between King John 
and the English Church, or the struggles between the hierarchy and the 
crown for precedence.' One of the very earliest acts of Bishop Donat was 

l King John's dealings with the Church forms a long and most important chapter in history. 
Magna Charta, dated June 15,1215, recites as present among the Archbishops, Henry, Arch 
bishop of Dublin, John Ue Lacy, Constable of Chester, and others. 

Twenty-four baronies named hy it for government. 
The "freedom of the English Churchn is the subject of the first chapter. At its original in- 

diting the Kingdom of Ireland had no share (says Lord Cope) in this liberty, but by a law eu- 
acted in 1405, 2 c. Hy. vii., i t  was decreed that all previous statutes of England should be 
extended into that country. 

Copies of Magna Charta were sent to Ireland, and in the Patent Rolls, Record Office, Tower, 
London, is a copy of the king's letter sent with it. The following are extracts: 
"The king to the archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls, barons, knights, and to all his faithful 

subjects who are now throughout Ireland, greeting. 
"Commending your faithin'the h r d ,  which ye have always shown unto the lord our father 

and unto us, me will give in token of n our fidelity so manifest and so famous to our kingdom of 
Irelaud, the liberties of our kingdom of Englznd, granted by our father and oluself, and which 
liberties distinctly reduced do writi;lg we now send to you, signed with the seal of our lord 
~ u n l o ,  Legate of the Apostolic See", etc., etc.-6thFebmary, 1216. 

After the granting of Xagna Charts at  Runnymede he passed a season of so mnch seclusion 
that "his subjects knew not where he vas, whether he had turned pirate or fislicrman, until he 
appeared at Dover in September to meet the ambassadors from the Pope". His interview ~ i t h  
Pope Innocent embraces a long series of instruments wherein the great charter was annulled by 
the Pontiff, and ended with a special excommunication of thirty-two English barons, dated De- 
cember 16,1215. 

The ~re 'nch under Louis coctinued preparations to invade England. In  vain did Cardinal 
Gunlo forbid it, foreseeing that, if successful, the Pope would lose his interest in England, so 
that he forbade it, upon the pendty of excorcmuuicatio+ as belonging to the Holy See. The 
French persisted, and landed a t  Sandwich in 1216. 

John died October 19, 1216. One of his last acts was to write to the Pope, Honoi-ius III., 
recommending h+ children to his protection, and by his will making "satisfaction to the Holy 
Church for damages and injuries", and " in making distribution of alms to the poor and reliious 
houses for the henlth of my soul. Constituting as managers for me a certain cardinal G e s t ,  
several bishops, and Walter De Lacy, and others". 

A translation of the deed by which England was consigned to the Pope by King John, says: 
" We have freely given unto God and his Holy Apostles Peter and Pad, and our Mother the 
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to call together his clergy, to establish secular canons in his cathedral 
church of St. Mary, to dehberate on the subject of the statutcs for canoai- 
cal obserx-ancc, and not only to adorn but to enlarge the house of the 
Lord. He proceeded, according to the English custom;' he laid down a 
special regulahon that the Mass of the Blessed Vi~gin  should be constantly 
celebrated in the cathedral ; and he advanced this as one of the reasons 
which induced him to establish the canons, on whom he bestowed benefices, 
(which m set out by name at page 11 of the Black Book), for their main- 
tenance. The dignitaries were the Dean, the Archdeacon, the Cantor, 
the Treasurer, in addition to whom there were six canons. He gave first 
to P. the dean, the Church of St. Nicholas, with its appurtenances in 
prebend. 

To M. the archdeacon, the Church of St. John, bclow the city of Lime- 
rick, with its appurtenances; the Church of Kildecolum and the Church 
of IGldimo, with lands and other appurtenances, and all the spiritual bene- 
fices of Ardagh? with its appurtenances. 

T o  M. Omelinus, chantor of the same church, the Church of Sengola 
(Shanagolden), and of Ardmia, and of Rathnasa, in prebend. 

To William de KardiS, treasurer, the Church of Sengol (Singland), 
with the land of Rathgtirellein, with its appurtenances, and with all spiri- 
tual benetices; Drummoluba2 and its appurtenances, as well of fishes as of 
all other benefices, in prcbend. 

To Oolimiregan, canon, the Church of Mungret (now part of the 
deanery) with its ap urtenances, in prebend. 9 To Ricollus, chap ain, canon, the Church of St. Manchin, with its ap- 
purtenances, in prebcnd. 

T o  Oolirniregan, canon, the Church of St. Michael, and all spiritual 
benefices of Kathadufduh and of Killonchon, in prebend. 

To M. 0. Conyng, canon, all spiritual benefices of Ballimacada (now 
Ballycahane), and of Mividita, and of Fonniliaries, and of Ardchatlin (now 
Ardcanny), and of Ballicovan (now Kilpeacon). 

He fur~her assigned, for the sustentation of the canons, the Churyh of 
the Virgin Mary of Limerick, and the sanctuary of the same church, the 
fruits to be raised in obhtions, etc., etc., and haIf the tithes of all kinds of 
fishes of Limerick, and the tithe of Cotheim (now St. Lawrence), outside 
the city, and the Church of St. Mary Magdalen, and the Church of St. 
Martin, with its appurtenances, and the Church of Donenthmore (now 
Donoughmore), and the Church of Elliedely. 

To 0. O'Mally, canon, portion of the common fund. 
To Donc~~cn O'Comegan, canon, portion of the common fund. 
To T. Macreanachani, canon, portion of the common fund. 
T o  Paulinus, chaplain, canon, portion of the common fund. 

Holy Church of Ilorne, and our lord Pope Innocent, with his Catholic successors, the whole 
:tingdom of England and the whole Kingdom of Ireland, with,etc.,mving always the blessed 
Peter's pence. 

b"J3a words of fealty by John to the Pope. 
"The patrimonie of St. Yetw and the kingdoms of England and bland I shall endeavour 

myself to defend". 
John was the fist to adopt the title of Lord of Ireland ; hi possessions there had been con- 

quered by his father, who in 1176 created him Eng of Ireland, bat that  title W= not w l m e d  
(as now used) until 1531 by Henry VIII. In the Liber Niger he ia always styled John FitzJohn. 

1 Black Book 
2 T!ie is believed to be Currsgower. 
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The deed by which he constituted the dignitaries and canons was wit- 
nessed by the Lord Archbisho of Cashel, by the Lord Bishops of Cork, L Cloyne, Ross, Ardfert, Emly, ilfenora, and Waterford, and three abbots, 
viz., the Abbot of Maggio, the Abbot of Suirey, the Abbot of Furness, 
the Archdeacons of Waterford, Killaloe, and Magfenin ; the Priors of 
the Monasteries of St. Catherine and St. Edmond, and the Dean of 
Cashel.' In  page 114 of the Black Book is the confirmation of the act of 
Bishop Donat, made by a successor, Edmund, Bishop of Limerick, but 
it bears no date. In the time of Donat, who died A.D. 1207, the ancient 
see of Inniscathay was united to Limerick. King John showed the 
greatest anxiety to conciliate the bishop and clergy of Limerick, not only 
by making restitution, but by conceding and confirming by royal charter 
further grants to the Church. The king employed Bishop Donat much in 
his affairs in Ireland, and he became very dear to him. On the 13th July, 
in the eighteenth year of his reign, John granted ten plough lands in terris 
de Omayle, or, as it is in another place stated, de tewh de Omayle, and in 
both places styled "prope &lung?rettn? King John continued to interfere 
with the appointment of the blshops. We find that in 1207, GeoEry, 
rector of Dungaman, was strongly recommended by him to the dean and 
chapter of Limerick. The king wrote to Meyler Fitzhenry, Lord Justice 
of Ireland, who made an inquisition respecting the property of the church 
of Lirneii~k,~ with instructions to procure Geoffry to be elected bishop. 
There is little doubt that the royal missive was complied with.' By s MS. 
ir the margin of Sir James Ware's original Latin manuscript, mention is 
mede that Geoffry was Bishop of Limerick in 1217. (White's MSS.) 
By Myler Fitzi-Ienry's inquisition (1201) it appeal% that the churches in 
the city of Limerick at the time were St. Munchin's, St. Bridget's, St. 
John's, St. Peter's, St. Martin's, St. Michael's, St. M a y  Rotundus (sup- 
posed to be St. Mary Magdalen's), and St. Nicholas's. Edmund, the 
successor of Geoffry, sat but a short time, having died in 1222. Hubert 
de Burgo, who had been Prior of the Monastery of St. Edmund 
king and martyr, at Athassell, county Tipperary, which was founded 
by his relative William de Burgh, about A.D. 1200, was the nex 
bishop in succession to Edmund. He was consecrated in 1222. He had 
been deprived of the temporalities of his see, but the king restored them to 
him on the l l t h  March, 1222. (English style.) Hubert was a great be- 
nefactor to the cathedral, and its canons and vicars-choral. He built the 
College of the Minor Canons, north of the cathedral. He augmented 
the number of prebends. He granted the church of St. Mary of Inis- 
kesty to the Abbey of the Blessed Virgin at Keynsham, in Sonlersetshire, 
in England; and dying on the 4ih of September, 1250, he was buried 
in the Monastery of the Dominican Fathers at Limerick. A little before 
his death, according to Sir James Ware, the bishops of Ireland had formed 

1 Black Book. 
Bishop Bernard Adams, when he held the See of Kilfenora in commendam, AD. 1606 and 

161 7, made an abstract from the Black Book of the property of the See of Limerick, which isin 
the registrar's o6ce. The assignation made to the bishop of these ten plough lands is mentioned 
foL GO p. 1. a n w e  Charter of the CO oration of Limerick in reference to ten casacates of lsnd 
in Omayle, (0. e, p. 1. in ~ l m k  ~ o 2 .  

8 The Regal Visitation Book in the Prerogative O i b ,  Dublin, contains a copy of this in- 
quisition, also apneafs in the report of the Commissioners of Public Records in Ireland. 
I t  ia also in the Black &oek of Limerick; 

4 Sir James Ware was unable with ebsolute certainty to d a b  the fact, but it is believed ncver- 
theless that GeoEry was Bishop of Limerick. 

the project of depriving the king of the custody of the temporalities of all 
sees during vacancies; they intended also to obstruct their tenants from 
s u b  in the king's courts without the PO e7sassent. Hubert was employed 
by t f e bishops to solicit from the court o P Rome this extension of privilege. 
The king became alarmed; he wrote to the Pope to revent the design of l the bishops, but the death of Hubert put an end to t e projected journey ; 

l and from all that has come down to us, relative to the &air, it was not suc- 
cessful.' 

l On the death of Hubert, Robert (O'Neill) ofEmly was elected in succcs- 
i sion by the dean and chapter, the king having granted him his conge d'elim. 
i 
l 

He succeeded in 1250, a+ diedin 1472. He gave to Thomas Wodeford, 
dean of Limerick, and hls successors, the ecclcsiasticid benefices of Car- 
narthy (Cahirnarry) and Rathsiward in 1253 (and also the Church of St. 
Nicholas, in Limerick, Mungaret, Brury, Ballysyward, and two others). A 
copy of the Act of Donabon is in the Black Book of the Bishops of 
Limerick, age 73. King Henry ID.. in 1250, also made a grant to the 
Canons of 8 t. Mary's, whch is set out in the Blaek Book? 

On the death of Robert (O'Neill) of Emly, A.D. 1272, the chapter of the 
cathedral, consisting of Thomas of Wodeford--(we suppose) dean ; Thomas, 
precentor; G.-Y. T., chancellor; Richard B r h ,  treasurer; Gerald, arch- 
deacon ; D a d  of Cornwall, Henry Russell, Richard of Limerick, Nicliolas 
of Wodeford, and John FitzHugh, canons-assembled to ether, on the 3rd 
of November, 1272, in St. Nicholas's Church, in ~ i m c r i g ,  and previously 
to their proceeding to elect a bishop, drew up a declaration of the rights 
and liberties of the chapter of Limerick, which they confirmed by oath on 
the Holy Evangelists, arid bound each one of them himself in the same 
oath, that if he chanced to be chosen Biihop of Limerick he would confirm 
the same rights and liberties by his authority, and procure the confirmation 
of them also, at the joint expense of himself and the chapter, by the Pope, 
which if the bishop delayed to comply with, he was to be branded with the 
infamy of perjury, and the dean and canons who abided by their oath 
were to be released from obedience to hi. The articles of this deolara- 
tion are as follows :- 

l. That when the Bishop visited the diocese either by himself or by his office~?% they shoddnot 

1 Ware's Bitlrops. 
'L Grant of our lord the king, made to the canons of the church of Limerick, in reference to 

repairing its buildings towards the sea, and their courts (cnriis). 
Edw* eldest son of the illustriom Fig of England, to the sheriffs and baiiiffs of Limerick, 

greeting, wishing to do a special favour to our beloved master Thomas, treasurer of Limerick, an& 
to the other canons, and especially to his just petitions when they appertain to the promotion and 
honour of the Church, we order you to incline benevolent ears, whereas they wish to build the 
same'honse towd the sea (river), and to enlarge their courts, as Thornss Cropp and Walter 
Brim have done, that you freely permit them, provided the &me can be done without prejudice 
to us or to the city aforesaid. With a view to your doing this more securely, we extend thew 
our letters patent to you. Given a t  Wedtminster on the l l t h  day of March, in the 22nd yoar 
of the reign of our father". 

We find, in page 1 and 2 of the Black Book, the copy of a deed, by which Robert, Bishop of 
Limerick, granted, by the advice and consent of the chapter, the town and burgage of Mun- 
gswt, under a yearly rent of twelve marks of silver and five pounds of wax, to the Church of 
St. May'& L'ierick 

.The p t  beara no date, and the copy is hardly legible from age, and follows the memorandum 
of Willism Creagh, Biihop of Limerick, by which he notices that he received the lands of 
I)ononghmo~?e, which were not in the possession of his predecessor. I do not find this Robert's 
name smoag the Bishops of Limerick (for I M y  beliwe him to be Bobert of Emly), if he Be 
not Bobert of Dondonill [h" by Dr. Young, h W s  MSS.] 

39 
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receive any prooumtions or extort anything by exnctions in the places visited, as they had houses 
of their own in every part of the diocese to whicli they could conveniently rcsort. 

2. That when thc deanery became vacant, the dcnu was to be chosen by die common clectiou of 
tha whole, or the grcater or better part of the chapter, which election, when made according to 
the canons, thc bishop shouldrntify and confirm without any contradiction. 

3. That thc bishop should not confer, by any means, the other dignities of the chnpter on 
strangers, when thcy should appear to fall vacnnt, but upon such of the canons of the chapter who 
were conspicuous for the regularity of their morals, and that by the advice of the canons, or the 
greater o; battcr part of them. 

- 

S. Whcn the lesser prebends become vacant, they may be conferred by the bishop, by the ad- 
vice of the canons, or ihe greater or better part of them, on strnngers,- but snch only as were 
willing and nblo to rclievc the Church in its necessities and defend it from unjust grievances. 

6. That no future bishop wss to alienate in any manner or transfer the lands of the Church 
or its possessions to any persons whatsoever, without n prcvious treaty with the wholc chapter, or 
the greater or better part of it, to see how far it may be expedient for the utility of the Church. 

6. That no future bishop wag to  claim to himself the whole or any part of the commons granted 
by the preceding bishops, or any others, to the dean and chapter of the Church of Limerick,nor 
lcsscn thcm, his authority at the same time remaining in full force of admonishing the dean, 
and thnt he should endeavour by all possible means to enlarge the commons, dignities, and 
prebends, and their liberties. 

7. Thnt ten chuplains at least bc mnintnined in the aforesaid cat11edr:d church henceforward, 
who bcsides discharging the duo service of the said church, ~ 1 ~ ~ 1 1  Le bound to say Mass daily 
for the liviug and dcccascd bencfactorsof said church, for who111 n competent provision be given, 
according to their said merits, out of the commons due to the chapter and CMmS by certain 
persous dcpnted by the snid chapter for that purpose, and thnt what remainb be deposited in the 
treasury of said church for the purpose of dcfending the rights of snid church, and what share of 
said commons m;Ly remain over and nbove is to be reserved to be disposed of by the cwons, to 
their own uso and advantngo. But that the liberty granted to the dean and chapter by Hubert 
of happy memoiy, heretohre bishop of that church, and which was enjoyed in his days and the 
days of his succcssor Robert for forty ycnrs and upwards, without contradiction, should seem 
to be lapsed by any dissimulntion, we have thought right to insert it in this present writ, viz:- 
That tlrc doan of the cathedral may be enabled freely to visit all the prebends belonging to the 
aforesaid church by his own authority at the times appointed by the law, 80 that uo bishop may 
claim a right of visiting thcm, neithcr by himself nor by his oflicers. 

A copy of the above decd is in the Black Book of the Bishops of Limc- 
rick, pag. 53, et heq., and a confirmation of it by Bisho Gerald in all e points in pag. 54. So much has been said of this boo in this work, 
and i t  is so important in illustrating the history of the Church of Limerick 
at this period, that we give in the note1 a brief description of it, with fur- 
ther spccin~cns of its contents. 

1 The I X e r  Niger, or Black Book of tlle Bishops of Limerick, is so freqcntly refcrred to, thnt 
thc reader will not be displeased at our translating 3, few specimcns of the entries in that very 
curious volume of MSS., which is at present among the O'l<enchan MSS. in the library of 
tllc Royal College, Mnynooth, and which is a remarkable compilation of charters, statutes, 
agreements, and trnnsactions between bishops, tenants, and abbots, as well as of grants, etc., 
etc., connccted with thc cathcdrnl Church of St. hlary's, Limerick. I t  appears that the Liber 
N i p r  was lent to thc late Bcrx Rev. Dr. O'Kenchan, President of blaynooth College, by the 
late Right Rev. Dr. Ryan, Catholic Bishop of Limerick; and being amongst Dr. O'ltenehan's books 
ut the time of his dcath, it passed into Afaynooth Library, where, by permission of the ltight 
Rev. Dr. Butler, Catholic Bishop of Limerick, it is at  present, bnt it is the property of the 
diocese of Limerick. The "Little Black Book" is preserved in the Protestant Registrar's office of 
the diocese. [A legible and exact copy of the Liler Niger has been made for the library of 
Trinity College, Dublin, by permission of the Very &CV. President of Maynooth.] The L i 6 ~  
N j e r  contains an ancient taxation of the diocese and other matters not in the index, of which 
the following are specimcns in Latin with a transhtion: 

TABULA IBSTBUNEWORUN ECCI.BSIAE LYLI. LY PRESEXTI VOLUXINE CESTEHTORUY. 
I. U F d s  Concordin inter Gerd. Epm. Iqmer. pctentem et Rogerum G u m  David et h- 

bellam mo. ejus tencntes, de xxiiii. acris tre cum pertinenciis in Kidcach". 
[Final aggment  betwecn Gerd., Bishop of Lunerick, pl,nintX, and Roger FitrDavid and 

b b e l l s  his wife, tenants of xxiv. acresof land with the appurtenances thereof in Kidcach.] 
111. Inter David de Barry et Epm. Lymer de feria Kyllociae". 
[&twmn David de Bnrry and the Bishop of Limerick about a fair 3 IEialloc.] 
X. Inter Henricu. Motpg  qnerent et Kobertn. Epm. Lymer. impedientem de presentatione 

Eccle. de Nantenan. 
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CHAPTER LVI. 

DEALINGS WITH THE CHURCII POSSESSIONS-TAXATION OF POPE NICHOLAB 
-THE TAXATION ATTRIBUTED TO BISHOP O'DEA, PARXSIISS AND PA- 
TRONS, ETC., PRESERVED IN WHITE'S PSS., ETC., ETC.-TEE SUCCESSION 
OB BISHOPS, ETC. 

On the 11th January, A D., 12'72, Gerald or Geoffry le Maxeschal, Arch- 
deacon of Limerick, was raised by royal license to the bishopric, the Arch- 
bishop of Cashel having receivedamandate to consecrate him. Previously to 
his election the king ganted the custody of the temporalities to him for one 

ear, savin knisht's fees, advowsons, wards, rclicf's, and escheats, which 
Ke reserve c f  to h~mselelf. He governed the see for twenty-nine years, and 
recovered some usurped or forcibly alienated possessions, and in particular 
certain lands and woods which Bishop Robcrt, his predeceeso.-, without 
the assent of the chapter, had granted to Richard Me~jagh (May). Gerald 
made certain constitutions which are extant in the Black Book-constitu- 
tions, it need not be added, strictly in conformity with the Roman ritual. 
The kings of England continued, indeed, to exercise their influence in the 

LBetween Henry Motyng, plaintiff, and Robert Bishop of Limerick, defendant, respecting the 
presentation to the Church of Nantenan.] 

XIII. Inter Gerd. Epm. querent et Johem. Dundon et Johanna uxor ejus, is impendcntcs de 
uno messuag. cum pertin. in Lymer.". 

[Between Gerd. Bishop of Limerick, pl. nnd John Dundon and Johanna his wife, defendant4 
respecting one messuage with its appurtenances in Limerick.] 

XX. " Instrumcnta de KylmehaIloc et aliis trs. ad Ecc. in Lym. spectantibusn. 
[Deeds respecting Kilmallock and other lands belonging to the Church in Limerick.] 
XXI. " Inquisit capta per Mylerii fil. Hen. super. terras prcdic!' 
[Inquisition held by Myler FitzHenry of the lands aforesaid.] 
XXVIII. "Carta Donaldi Regis Lymer.". 
[Charter of Donald King of Limerick.] 
XXVII. Quieta clamantia Epi. Laonensis auper tra. de Divenathinor". 
[Quit-claim (release) of the Bishop of Killaloe for the land of Divennthinor.] 
XXXIX. " Concessio et confirmatio Epis. Lymer. super beneficiis de Glyncorbry". 
[Grant and confirmation of the Bishop of Limerick of the benefices of Glencorbry.] 
LIV. " Assignatio decimmm et oblationum fca. canonicis Lymer per Epos. ejusdem lociw. 
[Assignment of the tithes and offerings made to the canons of Limerick by the bishop of 

the same place.] 
LIX. "Inquisitio capta mandnto Domni Regis super decimas piscarurn et molendinorum 

utrumque pertineant ad Thesauriam Lymer. vel ad capellam castri re& de Lymer!'. 
[Inquisition hold by ordrr of our lord the king into the tythes of fisheries-[Until about 

sitxy years ago, the first take of salmon andoysters belonged to the Minor Canons of the catha- 
dral, as may be seen from their books. The Corporation at present enjoy this privilegsl-and 
mills, and whether they belong to the treasury of Limerick, or to the chapel of the king's 
castle of Limerick.] 

LXIII. " Canonica obedientia fca Epo Lymer. per Malachiam rectore emlie. de ArtpatrickW. 
[Canonical obedience paid to the Bishop of Limerick by the rector of the church of Ard- 

patrick.] 
LV. "Solutio facta in curia Romans per Epis. Lymer". 
[Payment mnde in the Roman Court by the Bishop of Limerick.] 
LXXI. Obligatio et quiets clamantia Maur le Marescal super tra. de A&&. 
[Bond and release of Maur le Marescal of the lands of Ardagh.] 
LXXIII. 'LLibertates concessae Eccle. Lymer. et ab Epis. et canonicis ejusdem loci. 
[Liberties granted to the chnrch of Limerick and to the abbots, biihopq and canons of the 

same place.] 
Between 1204 and 1207 we have the "ordinance of Donat, Biahop of Limerick, on the divine 

o&ce to be performed in the church of Limerick", containing regulations respecting masses, 
benefices, e h ,  etc. And L' the charter of Thornss de Wodeford of the land and baildime;. con- 
tainedwithin the precincts of the Dean's Close". And U the ancient statutes of the Church and 
Chapter of Limerick". Dated 1298. [Thie is a oontirmation of preceding oonventio~.] 


