HE members of
! Council .of “the- Gaelic Athletic
Association dttended 'a _ special
Mass in St. Francis Xavier's
Church, Gardiner Street, Dublin,
on Sunday ‘last, to mark the fif-
tieth anniversery of the deaths :of
the three founder members of the
Association — Michael Cusack,
Michael' Davitt' and - Joseph K.
Bracken, .

Two .of the. trio—Cusack and
Bragken—were included in the
seven men who attended the his-
toric. medting in Thurles on Nov-
ember 1st, 1884, at which it ‘was
ded to form the  Gaelic Ath:
letic ‘Association. :
Michael Davitt wag unable to at-
tend that meeting, but's long letter
was read from him on the o¢ca-
sion, promising  his wholehearted
support; 2 promise that he more
than' fulfliled in thé years that

followed.
PEFINITE NATIONAL BIAS.
G.A.A. had & definite

The:

national bias from the start-—a
circumstance that did not come
'bg' accident. . It represented the
ideas of 'its founders, which were
vnashamedly national, ang '-on
these lineg they were determined
the Association” would develop.

A little knowledge of the k-
ground to the actual foundation
will be
the atmosphere in which the
G.A.A., was conceived and spent
its ' formative years.

Some think the G.A.A, wes @8
“prain . wave” of Michael, . Cusack
and that he immediately issued the
circular calling. the foundation
meeting,

This is far from the case.

In actual fact, the idea of a
National Athletic Association wag
in the minds of leading. political
figureg like Thomas rrancis
Meagher, James _Stephens, John
O’'Mahony, P. W. Nall¥ and others
for many years: prior = to e
actual coming into : being of the

G.AA.
INTEREST OF LR.B.

Five - years before the eventual
meeting date, the Supreme Council
of the Irish Republican Brother-
hood agreeq to take the necessary

steps to bring an organisation into p

being for the revival of Irish games
and ‘athletics.

Many will wonder what interest
the’ LR.B. had in such a project,
and @ little explanation will be
necessary. -

Following the failue of the 67
Riging, it-was sgreed by meny of
the leaders of the movement that
another -attempt at rebellion had
litile hope of success. Many for-
mer believers in physical forge as
the .only means of winning national
mdeg;endenee hag gone over to
constitutionalism.

And in the gread of the land
movement the ¥Fenian Chiefs saw’
the danger of the turning of young
men’s - minds towdrds ggrarian
rathér thay political revolution,

“The IRB wdg a seeret and oath
boun%‘society, suppregsed . by the
British, It could ‘not openly organ-
ise or be associated with any new
organisation, without grave risk of
seeing. it killed -inits infancy.

\ LED THE G.AA. IN'%‘O

The LR.E. willed the G.AA, into]
existence, but having done so it
was left to others to act as spon-
8018, s

Michael’ Cusack, a trusted enem-
ber of the I.LR.B., hut whose asso-
ciation: with ‘the organisation’ was
unknown 'excep% to & vez?v few,
wag given the job of Imynching’the
project, i 4

he groung was well - prepare
beforehand — leading nati,on&?l fig-
ures were canvassed, .and although
only &’ mere handful, geven in gll,
were present at the. first meeting
: the: GAA

that' ~put<tl ._in ‘motion,
powerful *influences  ~in siipport
VEREE W ‘behind the scenss. |

Within 'a’ week of “the ‘Thurles

meeting every branch of the ILR.B.
hagy been instructed to:rally to: the
standard of the mew -association,
as the only course left by which
the interest of the youth ‘¢ould be
retained, . s

e G.A.A, was directed  into
the previously arranged channel—
separatist in outlook, national i
its eneral aims, yet broad
enou; in essential appeal to at-
tract to membership -many who
would  never' otherwise get the
benefit of the  discipline and
leadership it offered. 4

the “Central’; *

helpful in understanding g

VIOEENT 'OPPOSITION, -
—Violent” gpposition ‘to the “infant
G.AA.. from all -
elements, then' so . strong’ in Tre-
land, just played into the hands
of the new. .organisation, which

soon. had. enrolled: under -its ban-| Irf

ner all the nationally minded men
in the country. : :

By SEAMUS O'CEALLAIGH|

“Of the three founders, the half-
century of whose death wag coms

memorated last - Seturday, leaat
known -to present “day Gaels
woukl. . be. :Jeseph - -Kevin: Al

Bracken, who died at his home,
Ardvullen “House, Kilmallock,. Co.
Limerick, in May, 1906. o
- Yet J. K. Bracken was very pro-
minent in the ‘early G.A.A,

and when Maurice Davin became | lo

first President of the ' Astoclation,
“JK” was elected its Vice-Prési-
dent, Michael Cusack filling the
post of cretat% R

All through' the stormy initial
years J. Bracken wielded 2
strong influence on the Executive,
which was composed of -stout
hearted men, who welded in very
short time an ermy of clubs and
individuals to =a  well disciplined
orce.

THE DIVISION INTO COUNTY

Whern the owing strength ‘of
the ,O;rganis;%-{
dividion 'into’county uhits, for the]
better government of the Associa-
tion, 'J. K, Bracken played a big
part in putting pperary into
shape—work that was recognised
by. his appointment ag first Chajr-]
man - of Tim;srary County Board.
J. K. Bracken was a son of-the
soil, who came from goed farm-
ing stock. He married a Tipperary
lady—Miss Hannah Ryan o Bor-
risoleigh—and - -the . pair made
their st home in Templemore,
where Mrs, Bracken made history
bg becoming the first woman
chairman of an Irish publi¢c body,
Templemore U.C.D.
The family later moved to Tip-
erary Town, where “J.K.” get up
business as & Stone cutter, ‘estab-
liehing the “monumental works”
in Michael’s ~ Street, from
which ~ he supplied many public
memorials, particularly -arouni the
centenary year of the Insurrec-

tion .of 1798.
“Mr. Bracken then founded what
later ‘became & - Very thriving

building contracting business,. com-
ing 1o reside at Ardvullen- House,
Kilmallock, from whieh' he - diree-
tgd work in many parts of Mun-
ster,” -
‘A’ STERLING NATTONALIST.

Old Kilmallock ~ residents = still
remember him- as & sterling nat-
ionalist, ' deeply interested in -the

the - anti-national.
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