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T "'Hln members of the cCentrar, 'V10tENTOh6siTioN~ ?~airsof1h~G.A.A.even ye~

Co~I)cirOftche Gaelic Athletic I-Viol~t !,pposi!-to,,~O t11:einfartt ~!~F pj~ ~c~iv~!!~y~ ~!~~ ~l!e9:!1'
Association attend"d a ,;~cmr q.4';~ from all .th~ ~nti-natio~a\,g~I~ ~Q.~'!?'" we~!! 9Y!!!:; an:'! ~~~:

M~s in St. Francis Xavier's J!le~~nt~, ~e~ so .~trong}n:Ire;. t~~t ,:~I\ the"ti~~vr~min~ntf~

Church, G~rdiner St.~et, Dublin. lan4. j~~ playe4::!n~ .the ~~d~ ti\e pOI~ICS. !'f:!1I~ time. '

on Sundaiflaat. to !nark the lif- of the new :org~~~~t~~n, W\j1~ ~~ p~ys,~~1 t!,r~~ l!1en b~d a:
tietb anniversary of tbe deaths of s!,on had enrolled under: its"~n- fri~lId ~!! I!II.~ ~t :~II tImes. an4'
t\1e three foun4er members Of the ~er all :tbe nationally minded Inen ~~!1st I!;dl m!ttl~$; tbat otp~r ~~n
Association - Miobael Cusack. In tlie c!'untry. : w~!:~ ~!1t tIed tjJ sJ1PpO~"t In tr~I~J;

Mi~hael' Davitt and Joseph :K.: mqrl' i1~~tu! m&~04" h~ CO!!l!!'
Bra~lt~n. ni;yet t)e"co!!Vin~ed.~~t ~~yt\JI!}g

~!1 of the trio-Cusack and
I By SEAMUS O~C&ALLAIGH ~9jj)d ~~104~~ $rttls~ p~~er apq

B~~ken~were inoludelf il} :t1i~ :' i1J;~~~~ce i~ Ir~la!}!! q!}!y rts ~Y~f-
s~v~n men who attended tbe 1I:1s- th:rQW b~ !,rce.!it arIIIs.
tQric me~t!I!g in Thurles on 1iov- Of th ~ 4!1!I~~ed: Inth~ no~e!:~\11 in.'
el!1ber ' 1st, 1884. at which :it ~s l e t\1!:ee foun4~r... ~be ~I~- jlu~1f,ce t11eG.A"",..n~dc bec°!11e in"

decided to form the Gaelic Ath' c~n~urY .~f" 'Vhl oste ~~.t ~ dW~~ ,9g~t' f!, ~ Pl'f speir a1'id I\\ways trJ~1j fPI
1etic :~clatlon c . kme~or~""" t ~!! ..e: \11' ayo ,e~ k~~ fit.. ~!:ij~ tQ ~e.'~!!tion~ll~t:!~!t(1:

.. nown: 0 present dA" Gaels's ratIst'tratl ous ",(!i s'touli ,:

~i~ha~1 Davitt was unable to at- woulu be Joseph Kevin' cj;:, e~'!;\.~:c)! ,:,: :;!tft ;,1c:, cc:J~:

:w~ r;~~t f~;;{tm~b%h ~ ~~~I~~~: I Bracke!1, ~h~ dl~d ~t hl~ \)ome, ':'~hen hI! tIled s~d4~fllYln M";tY,
slon. promis\~g .hls W\10Iehea~iid tr~~~l~~~ i~~~~. ~cie~~IlO~Jt. 9!'. }~'t~fe~!!J'6~;\!'~!,ti1dJ.11;!;d~f4h~~support a promIse ti\at he more yet J.K, Br4pken ,,,as ve!:yi!!'!1- J~ncy: :c: ~c a ::u~ ~,"

~~~w~I11lled In the years that ! minent In the, early G.4'.A. days, ;~\J.~ lat!el'W~s l!1l1.rrielj In W, ic~1.
'II: IN . and when Maurice Davin became !oW.!:!\v!tj,r~ r":i;riet'hef onll feW

¥h:: Jl~.NAJ1CjN~ ~~te
I

~rSt ,rresldIJI!tot ti!e A$!.:0~lat19!!.. p~p~st~p~: ~h~"~ien ~q~e a~'\!"j;"n ti I b .. f th -'"'Wf J.K, was elected Its VIce-Presi- twel"e months a g o: ,:0..':
a onfl 1M rOm e D,a",---, d t MI h 1 "", '" 11" tti 'or: t tlibclro\1~~ta,;ce that did notcgme ' p~~t' oriec~:ta"'~s~c!, I.!~pg e G~tlia ~ ,;ilh~:rid~~~~' in onGal:::2

'y accident.. It represented the
All th h !'Y't to . i I f ,.,...'; =~ "" ' f '" 'c c,' ,it"

ideas of : its fQunders, which were :roug th~ s rmv In tia qr ""'I).~r ~ Q,c'je'f~~ befOr~'g~1... $
unashamedly national an on years J. K. Bracken wleldeg a al:!~\,ad,;1I. ~~e.r dleU ~ a J'es\1~~
these line they were' dete ~i ed strong Influence on t~e Executive, S~lio\~stlcaj;~ In 4'us@lIa. 1'we

t

hA s t I' n whiob was composed of :stout thftd'; 'Bl.'endan, was': on'ly five
e .ssocia ion ~ould develol1. he~rled men, who We!ded In very Wh~ \)tsfather dif)p. ;- c:",

A lIttle knowledge of tbe b$.ok- 1 snort time an army or o!ubg8.rid Brendan ""noiahle for his shock

~1Iu't~ ~eI P~JI ,~tUf1~d~~~~;Jtgn indlVid\1als tp a ,veil: dis~ipllfl"4 of v!v!~red hair; '?,ase(1ucateda1-

t' . g fo~. ~~g~ ;and' Belv#e,~'90I1eg"s
he atmosphere m which the pef!1re goIng to Australia under the

G.A.A. WM conceived and spent ~ DIVISION IN~ COUNTY cal'e 'of"his sten'aricle'an Augus-
its formative years. UNITS. tlrii~n priest. ,r 'i !' c

So~e tbi~k the G.A.A. ,,'8~ a When the growing strengt,h of , ' ,
"b"amwave" of ~ic~~~I C,!~k" ~~ QrganlsatiQndemanded th" ~~~ mNIS~~~ cVN~ERard that he immediately Issue~'tbe diVision into!county units. for the ,"c: "'~ c

clrc\1lar calling ~he founda~lo!} be~~~ govern~ent of the A~,!cla- A1!out thirty-five :years ..go he
nJeetlng. tion, J. K. Bracken played 0. big retUTnelito 'reside in LOnclon' In

This Is far from the case. part In' putting! TIpperary into l~W he wase!ebted Oohserv&:tive
If! act~al cfaot. the !4!'a of s, .~~pe-~ork !tb~t was recognised Af,~.tol',*ortb Paddlng\,tit! "ilind

Natio!1al 4'thletlc Assoolationwas by hls appolntmentB; first Chair.. during ti\'e:!'war years acted ~!g
In the minds of leading! political man: of! Tipperary Qounty BOard. ~;;ist:er of :Informationin' th~figures like Th°l!1M Fra~cis J. K Bracken was a son of:the churchill Qci"er/lment.: '

M.eagher, James Stephens.. Jqhn soil, who came fr,?m gi)Pd ~r~- NOw; Brendan B.r.c~~n is the
Q ~al1ony. P. W. 1ially and others ing stock. He marrIed ~ Tipp~r~)f ow!}er pf ofle of! L-on~~n:s \i~o
for many )fears prio,r to th'e 18;4;:-~lss Hannah Ryan of ~r- leading financial {}\\ily !!JeW


