ALF-A-DOZEN years ago mat-

ters Gaelic came very much

1o life again in Elton, when the
local club acquired tne splendid
parcel of land from the Irish Land
Commission which they turned into
e fine sportsfieid and dedicated to
the meinory ot one of Ireland’s
noblest heroes — the great patriot
and martyr for his country, Staker
‘Wallace, ;

t'ne rark is not yet what its
sponsots noped, but with the incen-
tive present io make it worthy of
the noble name it hears it is cer-
tain that time will iron out its de-
fects and give to Elton a field in
keeping with the proud standing
of - the districi in Gaelic athletic
records down’ the long years.

Elton has many happy memories
of the days gone by. 'The youthful
hurlers and footballers who indulge
in the practice of the national pas-
times in the new Park have tradi-
tions in plenty to encourage them
in their guest for Gaelic hongurs.
The name of Elton may not have
figured often in the Championship
Roll, but in tha; other pilace of
honour where devotion to the
cause, despite defeat and disap-
pointment, finds fitting recogni-
tion, it holds its head high, secure
in the knowledge that perseverance
will gain its reward in the end.
MEMORABLE MATCH.

Glancing back over the out-
standing events of its hurling his-
tory, many old timers will recall
the memorable: match between the
“Stakers” and Caherline in the
hey-day of that great combination.
The Elton lads on that occasion
were captained by Paddy Crowley,
and it was considered a great
achievement, indeed, when they
held the famous Kast Limerick
side to a draw. In that unforget-
table contest. the noted high
jumper, Mick Creede,. gave A

ne
display but wag knocked out just
before half-time, To the surprise of,
the big crowd, hig .place was taken:
by Pat Hanley, who, although well
past his prime, took off his ceat
a{ld gave a really worth-while dis-
play. !

Tommy Leahy and his brother,
Michael. were all the time a thorn
in the side of the Caherline de-
fenders — long striking and fast
movements being a feature of
their play. Nearing the end, the
pair figured in a classical passin
movement, from which Tommy hi
a powerful drive that travelled the
amazing distance of almest a hun-
dred yards to land right in the
Caherline goal-mouth, The great
Dick Casey, athelete and hurler of
rendéwn, of whom I have already
writen in this series. was standing
unmarked with the goal at his
mercy but the ball sank into a rut
and the dashing Gael, known at.
the time as the scoring' machine,:
was foiled for once in his great
career.

THRILLING VICTORY.

Another long talked of encounter:
was that in which the “Stakers,”
then captained by that fine figure,’
Tim O'Regin, had a thrilling vic-:
tory over Granagh, who on that
occasion were assisted by an out-
standipg caman wielder in Denny
Lanigan, who wag later to figure sa’
gloriously in many aspects of
Gaelic endeavour. :

A final memory of the hurling
field concerns a hectic champion-
ship match played at the old
grounds in the little town of the
Kniqhts Hospitallers between
the *Stakers” and Kilmallock. The
men from the Balbec of Ireland
were in smashing form, but’ %he
‘“‘Stakers” won a grand game, yn-

the " captaincy

Heelan.

Our subject this week, John J.
Colling, figured with the Eiltoen

ot~ Maurice -
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hurlers in all their important
games during his years of active
participation in athletics—roughly
the first decade of the century. He
had companions of the athletic
field who were adept also with the
caman, notahly Mick Creede emd
Dick Casey.
TOP CLASS MEETINGS.

_ Athletic activity reached its peak
in the district in 1904, and during
July and August that remarkable
season top class meetings were held
at Bruree, Kilmallock, Bruff, Kil-
finane, Hospital. Eilton, Galbally,
Ballylanders and Herbertstown. -

Competition. too, was of the
keenest, with grand figures like
Charlie Me@Gill, W. Ryan, . D,
Loll, Andy Kelly, T. A. Leahy, J.
J. ﬁurley, J. ¥. McNamara and J.
O’C%nr.or put in the sprints; J. J.
Leahy, W. Drake. Con. Leahy, Dick
Casey, J, J. Collins, M. J. Creede,
Jim TFahey. J. Bresnihan, P. J.
Leahy and T.
in the juymps: Paddy Ryan, J.
Carey, T. Hayes, Larry Roche and
M. Ryan figuring big at the weights;
Mick Hynan, D. J. Herlihy, Joe
Thompson , and L. Tobin almost
supreme at the longer distances,
and J. J. Condon, M. J. Murphy,
J. Highfield, P. Halvey and . P.
O’'Donnell our cycling stars.

The annual sports meeting at
Hilton, like the advent of the circus
to the district, was an event of
first rate importance that was
eagerly looked forward to in the
old days. Weeks of careful plan-
ning went into the organisation,
and when the great day arrived,
everything was bustle and excite-
ment-—thé roads chock a block with
people on foot and in traps or
sidecars, all making their way to
the sportsfield. The mechanical
age was but g dream then and 8
motor ¢ar would create as muych
surprise as @ jet liner might now,
were it to come down in the Park.

SPECIALISED IN THE JUMPS,

. John J. Collins specialised in the
Jum%s, his favourite events being
the high jump, the long jump and
the “hop step.” A near champion
at the latter, he cleared forty-eight
feet under favourable conditions a
few times, and could certainly have
done better had he paid anything
like even glementary attention to
tragining methods. Engaged in the
creamery business, he had little
leisure time during fthe height eof
the athletic season and it is all
the more surprising, in gonse-
quence, that he succeeded jn set-
ting the figures he did.

Descended from good athletic
stoek, this tall, lithe and gentle
man had a son Martin, who gave
every promise in after years of
setting” worth-while figures in the
high jump.

John JU Collins, Elton borp and
bred, hegan hitting ‘the athletic
high spots at_the turn eof the cen-
tury, about the same time as he
celébrated his twenty-first birth:
day. Hig first outing was at Har-
bertstown, and he signalled the
occasion by taking first place in
the high jump at 5 ft. 9 ins, and
the long jump at 21 ft. 10 ins.

At Palias, a few weeks later, he

as again successful in the same
events, returning srmilar figures in
the flight for height. but down te
21 ft. % ins. in the “Leng"” effort.
His first hop, step and jump win
came at Bruff, the distance 45 t{‘
10 ins., and tha same day he teok
second-in the long jump with a 20
ft. 10 ins. performance. Last ap-
pearance of the season was at Kil-
mallock where he notched a hop,
step and jump success.
WINNER OF OVER 200 PRIZES,
The winmet af*gver two hundred
prizes altogether, his principal
successeg the following season were
gain ap Cashel, where he won

hgﬁrnane to the fore,

Templeglgntine (200 yards), se:f
cond: P. .. ‘D%ggell (Bruff), 190
h|verds, third, 880 ¥Yards Flat—M.
Hynan (10 yards), second. )
Yards Flat—C. Harty. Xnocklong
(20 yards), wop; J. J, Hurley (

2
%

both thg high jump, and the hop,

step and jump; at Tipperary, when
high jump honours came_his way,
although he had to be content with
second place in the “hop, step.” At
Cappawhite, the position was re-
versed, for he won at the hop, step
and jump and was second in the
run over the bar. At Kilfinane,
'near the end of the year, he re-
peated the Tipperary performance,:
. The visit of S.” Jones of]
New York, enlivened the jump-]
ing scene during 1902, and al-

though there is no evidenece of
J. J. Collins having actually tried
conclusions with the American star,}
there is no doubt his presence had
much to do :with the improyed
performance that the figures for
that year disclose. Wins at Bruree
and Kilmallock in the hop, step
and jump.opened the road for the
most important €vent so far of
his eareer when he faced the re-
nowned Con Leahy at Kilfinane .
sports. on August 15th, in the high
jump. It was & thrill-packed con-
test. with the final decision going
to the Cregane man by a solitary
inch. The official return was:—Con
Leahy (scr.), 6ft. 2ins., won;
Collinsg (5ins.), 6ft. 1lin., second.

WEALTH OF TALENT,

The weealth of talent in Limerick
at the period was demonstiated at
Bruree Sports on September 13th,
1903, when J. J. Collins toqk the
honours in the hop. step and jump,
from his townsman, Miek Creede,
Full results at that meeting will be
read with interest:—100 yards flal
3. J. Hurley, Kilmailock (10
yards), won; Andy Kelg {8 yards),
second. One Mile Cycle—J. J.
Condon (10 yards), won; M, Dee,

.

yards) second. Two Mile Cycle—P;
Q’Dongflly Bulgaden (300 “yards),
won: M. Dee (350 yards) §e.c.01%§g
440 Yards Flat, M. Hynan, won; J.
Treacy, HKnocklong (30 _yards),
econd. Runnin %igh Jump —
Ea. J. Creede (8 inches), 6ft. lin.,
won: J, J. Leahy (3ins.), 6ft. 0%in,
segond, Putting 28 1lbs. with follow
--J. J Leahy (3ft.), 31ft 1in., won;
R. J. Casey (Martinstown), (3ift.),
27ft. 6ins. second. Three Miles
Cycie—J. J. Condon (scr.), won; P,
O’Donne}l (400 wyards), second.
Slinging 56 Jbs. without follogw—
J. J. Leahy (3ihs.), 27ft. 9ins, won;
M. Bresnihan (scr.), 27ft, second,
Running' hop, step and jump -
J. J. Collins, Elton (2ft, 6ins.) 46
ft. 1in.. won; M, J. Creed (2ft. 6in.),
44ft, 10ins., second. Running Long
Jump, J. J. Leahy (2ft. 4ins.), 22ft.
10ins,. won; C. Harty (2ft.), 20ft.
dins,, second. Five Mile Cycle
(Howardstown Dairy Challenge
Cup), J. J. Condon won; M. Dee
(600 yards) second. '

A fortnight later, at Hospital,
M. J. Creede had revenge when he
won the hop, step and jump with
an effort of 46ft. 53ins., to which
the reply byJ. J. Colling was 44ft.
8ins. At Ballylanders, “J. J.” had
the best day of this season when
he took hodours in both the high
and ‘“hop, step’' events, ]
Football very much held the stage
in Elfon during 1904, and the local
Club organised a sucecessful tour-
nament that attracted great inter-
est and aroused much énthusiasm.

OTHER SUCCESSES.

Recorded meetings at which J.
J. Colling successfully figyred this
season ingluded Bruff, on August
7th, where he won the running high
jump-at 5ft. 9ins., R. J Casey fill-
ing second place at 5ft. 6ins. Aj
week later, at Kilfinane, he tied!
with M. J. Creede, at 6ft. Oins.,’




