GREAT LIMERICK SPORTSMEN

No. lSZ—-Right RevStephen Canon | Cannolly, P.P.,|

ATHEN Cork and Limerick met.
at Thurles in the early sum-
mer of 1938, to-fight out another
great Munster Championship ‘test,
the ball was set rolling by ong of
the greatest Limerick  ¢hurchmen
of his day—the late Right Rev.
Stephen Canon Connolly; - PP.,
V.G., Dean of Limerick and Parish
Priest of Newcastle West.. - )

In mid-July that same year, when
Cork and Limerick contgsted the
Munster junior hurling nad foot-
ball semij-finals in Dromcollogher,

. the teams wore crepe -armiets in:

tribute - to the. fmemory
Connolly, who fh% ‘died

nursing home the pt day., . :
Born . at, Meanus, Bruff; in 1872,
Stephen Connolly:: displayed fr

his early childhood méany Sympto
of that saintliness which was suc
an outstanding characteristic of his

entire life. ~ o ]
Receiving his early education:in:
Bruff, he subséquently attendeg St
Munchif's College; Ljmerick, #nd
compléted “his = studies for ~‘ihe
priesthood at Maynootl
was_ordained in 1897. -
N THE ENGLISH

, }LISH MISSION

His early. service. was on the
English Mission, being attached to.
the Westminster Diocese iinder the

late Cardinal -Vaughan, - His first{

Limerick appointment ~was to the
curacy at Mahoonagh, where the

arishjoners still sp
fection and
have not mellowed

e 'ihe hew century was &

Befc
decdde old he wa§ transferred to

the Cathedral Parish of St John's
in Limefick City, wheré he served
as  curate, chaplain "and adminis-
trator, successively. .. .. -

In 1928 he was appointed Parish
Priest of Parteen, ‘being shortly:
afterwards transferred to Adare,
where ~‘he laboured successfully.

for ten years, before moving toy.

Newcagtlé. West, where his. many
noble ‘characteristics manifested

themselves :in a variety of ways -in

his ‘uncéasing endeavours to pIQ:

mote ‘the  spiritual  and temporal

O DRNT FOLLOWIR OF

: RDE: FOLLOWER OF
"NATIVE GAMES

#

Déean Connolly was an ardent fol-
lower ' and = active supporter = of
Gaelic pastimes, and onh “every oc-
casion ‘on which the opportunity
presenfed itself he threw himself
wholey,eg.rted,ly into any movement
which’ was intended for the pro-
motion of the  native games. L
'He Was a “keen ‘supportfer “of the
Limerick teams at all times, and
evinced much pride in the many
deeds “of prowess - and -achieve-
ment that made the name
Limerick so famous on hurling
and athletic fields .both ‘at homé
and across the seas. .

He was a regpnlar attender at

l.”‘

. .

‘oceasion of ab A

'as at a minor or schogls fixture

[ Connolly’—he nev

' l'admirers, who  preferred _ the
 familiar “Father,” and the Dean,

: | I think, likeg it that way as well

-religious “duties, he - néver ¢
 that his country hag
4 his_generous and lo

DID TROJAN Wi

oth, where Be |
' ifind him an absoluté enthusiast as
far aj .Gaelic games were con-
“cerned. He did trojan.work ‘in the

.glosely identified with the G.A'A.

4 Coynty crown in 1917 they ‘broke

e
Committee they includeq the pame
of Father ég?:mong, ol B8 T
| this Cor
Ry
i Pean
‘dom will never be fully appregia:]

Throughout his whole lifetime |}

of.

V.G., of Meanus

practically ' all Courity and Mun.
ster | cbamgionsmp fixturés ~and
was” scarcely ever known to  he
absent from Croke Park on the
: All-Iréland hurling
or football final. In fact, he was
as much at home in Oroke Park

in his native cotinty.

By SEAMUS O'CEALLAIGH

known as “Father
\eVEr got any ' other

title from someé of his old Gaelic

. P_opularlvy

“For many years helaboured in
the ‘caunse of religion and national-]
ity, and while  giving . the major
portion of his time to his hqly &nd

Bever & forgal
t;bext_;:lalm in
rab] ‘ﬁ&tuﬁg.

o)

It was not. surprising thea to|

p v #

éause of the Gael and was always
He -orggnised many tournaments,
and gamés for the “Father Con-
nolly ‘medals” will long be dis-
cussed, T
When Newcastle West won the

from tradition by refusing to séléct
the Limerick’ team “themselves. In
nominating- the F.rs,t Co, Selection

Ry

Ca ittee picked eventually
AllIreland honours: '
Connolly’s work for

ted, for much of it was accom-

plished far from the limelight ahdiswater, - financially “and othérwise,
at a periéd “when backing Gaelic|nd - helped in s ML e
fojage e not the most poptler) dperences and tiep v nptoi
tount the '‘poor view" 'the Brifish ?h%mgmf:?ty’:g"géfg” tjgl?dsoyx?eé Hor
gﬁggpgg?g " authorities:” took "'of fhe All-Ireland gﬁm%wmh ‘Lime-
SR ction. "0 - PR i

YAs & priest, Déan Connolly de-| sis WORK FQE THE GAMES |

véted his Jife to God,.and as a true
Gﬂéé he took the motto: “Next to
%O%L I love.thee;, Erin, my native
n ¥ . Pabae o

"“His heart-"and soul were" w1th
those who in time of peace spught
to hasten the dav wheén freedom

would once again be eurs, and in!

the more stirting times of ‘war was}

alwavs found

baoghail.” .
REMARKABLE KINDLINESS.
He had a remarkable kindliness

towards ell people’ 'and ‘was "pos-

in = the ‘‘bearna

sessed of that eagerness of heart!d
and mind that iS 8o rare andcanj

only be said to be the gift of thel

few.
His untimely death was a big

] always. took résty.
‘in’ the county: hurling tedm  and

{ missed the kindly, gentle’
priest, whom they were always |
safe in calling’ friend but his
memory must’ live in:many Heafts -
gnd act as an insniration ’ to
¢Hérish end ‘work for the. games
and traditions'he loved So well

Gaels,

His “funeral was ~a striking
manifestation of _public grief:
members of hig heloyed county

tedin formed a guard. of honour
‘afd the coffin was covered with «

beautiful floral tribute in  the)
form of a large Celtic cross, from

the County - Board—a token; if
only iy poor and halting terms, of
the esteem in -which he was held’
by the Gaels, il
TRIBUTE AT COUNTY BOA]

‘Moving the adiourhement of {8y
County, *Bdgr’d "in’égt*i_ﬁg bﬂt of rg-.
spect to .his memory. 'Mr. °. Tim.
Humphreys said ‘they. had: t
2 lifé-long -supporter of the garii
who was, in fact. one of the gred
. supporters . they:. hed.
a wery keen ‘int

it .could be-said of him' that ihis‘
presence on thé hyrling fleld “at!
intercoupty —matches gave raych
encouihgement and ofter led %o
vickory, Fer aearly two score
years he had gssisted and sup-
ported them, and his" passing wasj
the - greatest’ loss the Associatior
had suffered for many years, . .
. Continiing, Mr. Humphreys said
that the late Dean was 2 most
amiable and ‘lovable clergyman
and one of the grandest students
of human pature he had ever
met. In .Limerick "City, where le,

had - ministered - for many.- years,.
he 'Had _been i réat friend to the!

He  higiped several charities.
rough the ‘Association and: put|
. inany.- sets “of medals in -aid
' Wo¥thy Gobjects. Iri 1918, ‘whén
the Association” Was " in ‘very low

IN NEWCASTLE WEST.
. Dean Connolly brought with him ,
‘to - Neweastle - West ~his  sterling;
-qualities as .a
ing there At .a
ngtional games W
in the district,
sought' {0 “infuse Hr
c¢liib ‘a sSense of the
it had inherited: from “the’
past.  WWhen he ‘attenided the an-

al srheetings he “spoke in g}-

rihe Tterpgs of the many fine
iments. of Jocal hurlers and
Spart they had played in thei
st - history of - the -Association

great Gaeli  Arriv-{

when' the

iit? Limerick. . -
‘£His post’ was
fent of the Ci

0

Honorary Presi: :
put his interesty

tlow to Gaeldom. The hurlers endifwas: active af enduring. ' Con-i
footballers, as well as the older|stantly in. touch with - the mem-1
"% pers, he was .an inspirafien -and|

1 way was made clear for the es-
41in th
Tish of Newgcastle West that. this.

1 fruition.

| castic - West-will net live Fuerts

A hope. and his encouragement|
1aid the -foundation of a Tevivalj
which was stified by his untimely |

| death. b
e‘n}é

“Another project that suff :ﬁgi
Gaglic grounds in the

'his - passing was the establ
hi§ genérous co-

‘of o proper
intereste the

own, Through

operation and lively

tablishment ‘of 2 new Gaelic Park
e emesne Grounds. X

Tt is & slur on the -entire. par-

project has not been “brought to
It was the final am-:
bition . of a great life devoted to.
the cause of Gaeldom, and New-.

its - greatest traditions until it
raises & worthy arena that it wifl
be proud to dedicate to the mein-

ory of & true pastor and patriot.



