GREAT LIMERICK SPORTSMEN

MICHAEL DE’ERING of Lu__nerwk

o
HE G.A.A. has had eighteen

Presidents durmg the seventg
two years of . xistence.
these, three have been Limerick-
men—Frank B.: Dineen, Michael
Deering . and William P, Chﬂ’ord'
the largest number of any county
the ffteen remamlng going “two

each to  Tipperary, ~Clare” Xil-
kenny, Wexford and: Antrim; ‘and
the five left,” ghared by Dublin,

osgommon, Cork,” Waterford and
Galway. ~ The only President - to]
die in office was Micha Deering,

-who, at the time of"his death,
March 25th, 1901, had been .in
office thrée years. He was ‘el-
_ected at ;the Anniial Congress i
Thurles on May 22nd, 1898, “suc-
ceedmg another great leerick-
man, ‘the late Frank B. Di een

(By Seamus O’Ceallaigh)

persxstence, fnendly rxvalry again
took -<the - plage ‘of v:olent:e a,nd
’bitterﬂess ! :

'I‘he éat amp  at
%;rtwee%l g
Blackrock, v
fruits -of his labouts
fdubbed -the" “match of ..the - cen-:
tury '—it was. Jurled for ‘a. side-

f " £10! kmgs ranscm

into ‘the v;llage
riing by - every
-horseback, i pony
and cart,- wagonette, Jauntmg car,
and . many thousands walked the
sevan miles from Cork.:
. Practically: every R.IC man G-

Crowds . poured
f;‘pm eaﬂy

of Bal)ylanders who resigned
that he ‘could saccept. appomtment
as General Secretary of the As-i
sociation, nd - the” fnore to  il-
lustrate the big part - Limerick-
men then played in the affgirs
of ‘the (LA.A, . it might be men-
tioned that the late James Oy
Halvey of ‘Croom was. appomted

Vice-President  at - the" same
Congress.

A BIG, INFLUENCE.

Although  a. Limerickman . by
birth and upbringing, it was in
Cork, - 'where he worked, . that
Mlchael came into prommenceas
a Geelic administrator.  Elected
Chairman of - the OCork County|
Board in November, 1891, a few|
months later ‘he became. & mem-]|
ber  of -the Central Council, . and
from. that .time to. his" all too .
early death, he. exerted “a :bi
inflience on- the growth and dev-
elopement of the G.A.A. i
He i‘a]lied Cork from. the dis-
astrous - “effects’ of . the Parnell
Split, - re organised her administ- .
ratlvp forc¢es, and at once gpeéned
a campaign (o put’ the . ‘national
games on & sound - footmg in e
Rebel County :

IN THE ti‘RANsmON PER on
The games were - 1he
transition “period in - many aret
from 'the .frée and easy . endeav-
ours- of the parish to. parish play.
The ‘people  were. only emerging
fro; 2 time when they Were
llttle ‘petter than slaves, and, .it
was only ' natural ‘that. in theu-
new. fouhd freedom - discipline was
loose, and incidents sometimes
occurred that’ enemies- of the
games pq{mceﬁ on ' as illustrative
of the inability of -the Irishman
to control himself. - -

To remove  this blot on the’
Irish character was: one . of the

i
-

first endeavours . 6f the new
Chairman, ¥or the: task Michael
needed . .all his coirage and tact.

Clubs  were tardy
ulxg wtgh wishes;
slow ‘Tecognise.

Gra duany, however,

about comply-
many roved
his aut ority.
through his

weapons. of some Kkifid . or . ’
other; and that . the  police: wgre
armed. Evpryone exp ted
trouble. -

la few years Mlchael saw hurling

Corks city ~and dxstrlct was de-
tajled - for - duty .n - Passage, and
they ordered ~the < osng; - of aﬂ
pubhc ‘houses. B
CATS al . corden - oi mounted
police was placed around
piteh, -the "Chief “ordered that t e
game ‘be- abﬁndongd and ‘fropmthe
eentre - of ‘the -field: read aloud'
the Rxot 'Act 4 .

“NO OPTION *”

When he had ﬁnished he Was
appr h d b’y 8 - ‘neat, -dapper
“Higure -of - “Fhan—Michazel: Deer-
ing.  .The Chxei called on Mlchﬁg&
to abandon the contest for e
sake of peage. On refusing . to
do s0, he 'was informed  that the
law had no optlon but to ‘hold
him  responsible for the safety of
every person in the field.

To fully realise the onus Mich-
‘ael Deering thus took upon him-
self, it .must be remembered that
the teams were enemies in- polit-
ics as; well as in hurhngf ‘that
most, of the spectators ' carried:

Not a man in Passage that- day

caused - Deering ‘regret
action. The, amg was da vary
fast and’ spiri play of ‘hurl-

sp

ing; everyane ving: of ~his best
and,. if . rough ‘at times, wasnever-’
nevertheiess,, 4 .good, clean: . ex-
mbitlon of " bali-playing. Redmonds
Won by a pomt, and ev,erythmg
ed . off -quietly, - with ‘mever. a
hmt of ‘a-scene,. . A great trlbnte,
indeed, . to’ Michael Deermg.
B INNING OF A NEW ERA. |

*his ~ ineident  mnarked the ’be-
gmmng of a new and- brighter’
era in . Cork sport, ~and within

in the county ‘bgcome . the. clean,
manly - game of which any nauon
might “be proud.

‘Michael - Dééring  was '@ wwe
administrator ‘both’ in - field and
forum. - Besxdes proving out-

standmgly successful . Gl
he was 'a splendid _referee - and
handledq many important games,
both elub’ and  county,

At the Annual Congress of 1897,
bg- ceeded C r well-known
Limerickman — -

Bruree, - as V:ce-President and
bepame Presuient the' - :tolloWing
year.

Under chhael’ P:e édency,
any reforms zre effected. The
rules of ssociation. were :
completely rgvxsed champmn-

ships' were. gradually brought up
to date, old debts ~were  €leared:
The exiled Gaels -were allowed ap-
pomt a che—Presuient for “the
first” time; : and the  choice  fell
on Mr Liam McCarthy, whose:
me .. is now .commemorated
in the All Ireland Senior Hurl-

ing  Cup.
THE FIRST MUNSTER
CONVENTION :

In 1900, 'Michael - resigned from
the Chalrmanshlp of the Cork"
County Board but continted as
President of -the. Central ! Coungcil.

: ?mperary as Chalrma!p

Qften_sinee .

Cfirst
whlch elected ratn
Hayes (Lxmerrck) its Secretary
At the 1900 Congress the ‘at-
te d née included. the’ at Mich- |
wsack, one of the founders
Association; At~ that

o ;
gathermg B resolution was pas-

Sed reaffuming that ‘ the G.A.B.
.was essentially a pattiotlc organ-
jsation, havmg . patriotic, mission
to. filfil, ‘and: that any national -
{ﬁo;ect thatf raised 4ts61f © abo

,enust he - sympathy sf I the!
neést Irishmen ‘who, were - wor
together ‘for - the . purpose of
1gisting  the enrpachmént :
Tnglish ideas in the matte
sport ‘and preserving . their .
ional pastimes from the ta’
Wei: ‘

Lg.,ter on that y_'
L Deering and ‘other
the Association, wmte Y
Croke, - Archb;shnp‘r of
in - the Palace, “Thurles,
to pay.  their - réspects on  behalf
of e Associatio it disting-
uished - patron, then in the “pven-
ing of a long and “brifliant career.
His Grece said . that he might
tell ‘the depurtatlon, and  through
them -every Gael ‘in h‘eland,_ at
aAs in the past he would: -continge
to take .a lively interest in fos
ing “and - promoting - Irish pastim
- Micheel Deering did -his" work
well At @ time when its des»
~iruyt10n ~ seemed . imminent > -he
steéred . the Association to saf ty
and security. A . man of stetlmg
chafacter -and_ true national - prin-
ciples; chhael’s name Tranks high
’iﬁp He -anhals of the G.AA!
- recently’ v151ted his grave in
. smetery,  Cork,
e orial stands  to
great (iael. A Celtic Cross,
£s, -8 huriey  and
shamrocks

Cashel,

this
thh Croppy P

ball, entw;neg with
and o raised har :
;- “Tp :the - me' ory of Mi
Deermg President _of
1301

A, Moarch . 25th,
ret:ted by .t e%le Gagls of Munster
God save Ireland.
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