No. 164~JOHNNY GUERIN of Knockaney
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Johnny, and his brother, Eddie,

played hurling from an early age
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Nevertheless, Johnny figured in
many interesting hurling encoun-
ters and was a member of the
Bruff . team that won the Granagh
Tournament in 1917. Hurling was

some of the greatest athlétes the |little later when he was informéd
world hag known, he lost no op- TPy
portunity of stressing this fact and
deploring the decline that has set
i in during the present century. He
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“gtrong .in the south at the period,:
ibut Ireland was in the throeg of
the Fight for Independence and
3he Guerins,
on of the soil, left no doubt as
X0 where their allegiance lay.
¥ Johnny, by occupation a land
fSurveyon, remained in ‘the old
Jhomestead at Knockaney, but
7Eddie qualified as a teacher and
Stretched . a  brilliant hurling
;¢areer over three counties—Lime-
irick, Waterford and Laois, finally
‘settling' in Borris-in-Ossory where,
-when his hurling days werg over,
he helped to train many success-
ful teams.

.~ HIS FAVOURITE PASTIMES.

;Hurling, and a bit of handball
~yvere Johnny's favourite pastimes,
and he was still on the active list
*srhen he accepted the chairmanship
“of the South Limerick Board on
“June 4th, 1922 when it was
“formed following efforts, in which
Johnny figured prominently, -to
geét matters Gaelic ona firm foot-
ing in the area. o ,

The first attempt at organisa-
tion in the South was made in
May of 1914, when a hurling and
football league committee was for-
med, with Mr.  Willie Naughton
of Bruff as chairman and Mr.,

William Drake of Kilfinane as'-

:secretary. The difficulties of World
. War One stifled that brave effort.
A’ revival wag attempted in Aug-’
st 1919, when Mr. D. O’Conrell
of’ Ardpatrick occupied the chair,
and Mr. Joseph Sheedy of Kil-
mallock was secretary. The Black
.and Tans killed that move.
“The other officers of the 1922
venture were: E. Jackson, XKil-
mallock, vice-chairman; G. V. Mc-
Swiney, Hospital, treasurer, and
Joseph Sheedy, Kilmallock, secre-
tary. Civil War soon stepped in,
and the fate of the third attempt
ly?ked sealed.

johnny Guerin, however, was no-
thing if not a * sticker.” By pre-~
cept and example, he helped to
hesl the wounds left by inter-
necine strife, and the better to
acgieve this resign his position
as. chairman, and occupied the;
-chair for a few seasons
y Father Ryan, C.C. Bruree,
and later, Rev. Father Moriarty,
C.©., Bruff, acting as chairmen
in. those years, ]

BACK AT THE HELM IN 1927,
=By 1927 Johnny was back at
the” helm, and the South Lime-
rick Board on a firm footing.
Many great workers served under
the: wise guidance of the Knock-
‘aney
O’Grady, James Godfrey (Kilmal-
clogk), Tommy - Woods, Jim Walsh,
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. Gaelic football to kick, - but still
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blamed the advent of the cinema
and the dance hall  for weaning
the youth away from the athletic| -
fields, and often recalleq the days|
of his youth when it was common-|

place to dee young men in ‘the
fields practising athletics,
An ‘idealist at heart, Johnny-,

Guerin upheld the ideals of the
Association to the very last. He
always stresseq this aspect, as can
be judged from this extract from
one of his many addresses:

“You all know how the Gaelic
games should ~be played. They
shoulg be played in a true and
sporting manner. I am saying
that every year but still we have
a little friction now and again but
we get over it. We are custodians
of our great games — our native
pastimes—custodians of the tradi-
tion that has handed them down
to us through the years despite
opposition—and it is up to us to
keep them going, to keep alive the
spirit that has lived in conjunc-
tion with these games from time
immemorial. Even with the com-
ing of foreign games — and you
know how they came in — Gaelic
games have been the greatest
ames imbueg with the spirit of
he Gael.” )
CRIME: TO HOLD A HURLEY!
“At one time it was a crime to]
have a hurley in your hand or a

our predecessors kept the games
going in spite of trouble or oppo-
sition. The officerg of the Board or
Boards thrgughout the country
are, I might say, only the figure-
heads and it depends on you, the
delegates and players, to keep the
games going and we are grieved
at anything that might occur on
the playing fielq that might not
be in accordance with our great
tradition.”

I well remember my first meet-
ing with Johnny. 1 think it was
early 1924, and Limerick were to
play Dublin at Rathcrogan Feis.
It was a long run from the Treaty:
City, and the entire party left on’
the Satuurday -evening, breaking
the journey at Athenry.

Travelling short a number of the
usual championship fifteen, includ-
ing such stars as Willie Gleeson,
Jimmie Humphries, Mick Neville,
Willie Hough and Willie Ryan, the
included thirteen players
drawn from the. city area, toget-
her with Jack -Keane of - Castle-
connell and Jack Hanley of Bruff.
Johnny Guerin accompanied the
latter. .

If I remember aright the City
contingent. was: Paddy. McInerney,
Denny Lanigan, Bobh MeConkey,
Jerty Markham, Paddy Hartigan,

(Hospital), John Lucey (Kilfinane), Jack O'Shea, Willie Hurley,
*J. Mulcahy (Bruff), P. Crowe, P, Jimmy Fitzgerald—all of Young

placed “such a value on: traditi




