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ORN and reared in a great
athletic district, Thomas
bneedy ‘attributes the first. awa.k—
eningg. of hig mterest in' athletics
to thée stay .of 'the ‘famous 1ndian
marathon rupner, Tom ngbos.t,
in Kilmallock," where “he was in
traiping for some months for one
- of his mg enngagements.

Young Langhoat came of a mar-
vellous race of people——the ancient
and exclusivé Onondagas, the most
aristrocratic_.and  “blue blooded"’
tribe in all North America, a fribe
that has had a hisory that wquld
he envied hy any white nation,

The Onondagag gave to the
world twqr meén  of deathless re—
nown m Longhoat and Hia-
watha Perhaps, “some of my

readers will be amazed to know
Hiawatha really lived and wag 2
maker of history long before Col-
umbus set foaet in America. Fagts,
howevyer, are  stubborn things and
one of them is that some lineal
descendants - of Hiawatha reside
hardly a stone’s throw from ‘the
log-house on the Grand "River|Da
Indian Reserve in Ontario, where
‘fom Longhoat was born.

Born fifty-four years ago, ¥oung
Sheedy was a merg boy when Long-
boat wslted ‘his native district, but
he says Longboat set us all IXla
meahning it, of ¢ourse, in the ath-

letic s
SRS 0 WELL LAID.
However, Tom Sheedy had not to

wait for Tom Longhboat for his
athletic flair. Related to the famous
Lealiy  brothers, ~and to angther
pair 'of ggod jumpers in Father|j;
John Daly, and his brother Bill he
had ah unele, Big Jack” Sheedy,
who was a well-known hurler thh

the “Stakers,” wuh the Tesgult that
his clai was well laid to aplace in
the athletic hmelxgh

At any rate, ezi Sheedy began
to q.gpear at athletic meetings from

y tender age, and competed in;
boys races before he was ten years
old. . -At fifteen he was “out wit
the men,” and participated at
flapper_ n etmgs all over the South.
These g atherifigs were very papu-
lar then “every Sunday during the
season finding such a meeting
within easy reach.

Competition wWas keen, tao, and
it “required good performances 10
take home the prizes. 'This will be
understood wnen I say that figures

on recqrd for these sug est a
22ft.  %¥in. standard for the “long
jump, around §f. 0in. in the hlgh

anything from 43ft. 6in. tg 45&
the hop, step and jump. with e
cellent times. top. in the 100, 220
and the 300 yards.

FIRST A RAN UN
}t’, U DER

Tom Sheedy’s Brst dppeargnece at
a meeting ‘‘under thé rules” was
at the Limemck €ountv Board
G.A.A. sports, held at the Markets
Field on August 15th, 1918. Im
order to properly appreciate the
perigd, and the men that flourished
through it, it mlght be no harm to
have -a glance ~through the full|®
returns from that gathering:—

Boys’' race, 220 yds (upder 16)—-—
M. "Ahern, 1; McMalign, “Kil-
murry, 2. o

100" yds. open handlcap—Thomas
Sheedy, Flemingstown (8 yds.),

7 | the number of events.

. Tom Sheedy had won

R

L4

?oté;er, Knocklong, €. Ryan, Holly-
Qr
"880 yards_open handxcap——.l’ J.
Ryan,: Dromline (scr) C. Ryan,
Hol yford (80 yds.), 2 Also compe-

ted—J." Maher, Rusheen; P. J
Kmnane Upperchurch; 2,
Keane, Kﬂﬁnane, M. J. chkéy,

Brittas: M. Hennessy, Copk

One mile flat, Qpen——J J. Ryen,
Dromline (scr.), 1; J. J. Maher,
Rusheen (35 yards), 2. E. P. Keane,
Kilfinane {95 yds), algo competed

Runnipg high jump, open—'l‘om
Sheedy, Flgmn stown (8 ins.),

2 ?., S?‘ Sha.naham, Ba]lm—
upe *d s) gtt, Tin, Also com-
€| peted— Cotter, Knoc long
Shortt, Thuries, C. Enright, &ton
lara; J.

Bpurke, Croém.
Putti O'Grady,

ing 28 Ihs—J.
Caherconlish (scr)s 36ft, 3ins.,, 1;
]1&{1 Ryazn, Thurles (3ft 6ms), 35ft
ns

16 1lbg, shot—J O’Gra,dy, Caher-
condish, t. in, 1; . Ryan,
Thurles, a9ft 10in,, 2.
One m1le cycle,’

Qginlén nl%ﬁl
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Q
Kma‘hap, IFT;
Limeri M J. K

’I‘hree mxles
oi Munstel\—e Davis, merlck,
Kllﬂnane, 2; M. J

Quinl
Keny ﬁ;}# %gl'] 3. Also competed

ad, Limerick; E
Keating, %a Hydavi

id.

Five mijes cycle (open)—T. Quin-

lan, Kilgnane‘ (400 yc s) 1 J.
Kenahan, Birr ?go yds), 2: M. J.
Kelly, i,imer ck 75 ° yds) 3 Also

comﬁe ed: A W. Moorehead and
avis. The latter had to

ratire o:wing to an injury to his

{P
200 I’R.IZES
; ) stated 'that Tom
Sheedy won over two hundred
prizes on the gthletic field it will
be realise qw impossible it
would be to touch on anything like
We will
have te be satisfled with a quick
loggk at some of the more out-
standing - performances.

Tom Sheedy was in his heyday
during the hectic days whén the
strug § e for na.ﬁonal liberty wag at
its ‘height, ‘and it is on” record that
he played no mean part himself in
that glorlous fight. He saw qcca-
sional service® with the Flying
Column ‘when big moves ~‘were
afpo and hig sisfer's home, near
rqﬂ*‘, wag the headguarters of the
1B East” leemck Brxgade for & long
ime,

Athletics naturally had to take
a back place with ~great national
issues at st% e, ‘and the years of
ciyll "strife that followed ‘the  de-
pargurg of the British likewise left

on—O H.

ick (70 yarQs)
ingne

(80 yp,rds),

elly, Limerick.
Igrfcle championship

1‘s

he playing  flelds ‘apd running |}
tragks empty.
At school in Mount Melleray,

fourte and long jump “titles
at 4ft g%ul;lsgand ‘17ft, 4ins., respect-
1ve ¥, ides figuring on Thurling
foo all ﬁ.elds with the school
teams.
IN COUNTY SENIOR FQQTBALL
Later, he hx;ed out with the Kil-
mallock téam that won 1916 County
Senjor Faotball honours, on” a’ re-
play, from Abbeyfealg, "1-2 to 04,

D. Fogarty, Kilfeacle (2 yds.), z. and one of his longest memories
Algo competed: W. Shanahap, Bal-|is of the I'lll phal * return from
linire:  G. ‘Dwyer, r: Rathkeale ? evening ‘pf  30th
ODwyer ‘Grange; C. Ryan, Holly— ‘September, his remembrance

ford; 'J. J. Walsh, Kilfinane.
220 yds, open handxcap—Jlm Keays,
Q Pwyer,

Dromkeen (8 yds) 1
Grange (14 vds)
Cork (10 yds.), ¢ :
G. Hennessy, D.
Kllfeacle J. Walsh Kllﬁnane :
"O'Brien, Galbally. G. "O'bw yel‘
Cahu' E P Keane, K_xlﬁnane

440 rds open ha cap — J.
Keays, Dromkeéen (10 by ds'), 1; C.
Ryan, Hollyford (7 yard P M, J
Hennessy, Cork (14 yatas) Also
competed—P. elly Kllﬁnane,
D. Fogarty, Kilfeacle O'Dwyer,
Grange; G. Hennessy, Cork

120 yards hyrdles—P, J Kmnane

Upperchurch (over 19 yards)
Shanghan, Ballinure, ser., é >>>>>
competed—3J. J. Walsh’ Kllﬁnane,
Tom Sheedy, Flemmg*stown R..

being coloured by the fact that he
was accomvanied on the journéy|ul
by that great Gael and athletic efi-
thuslast Paddy Mehngaq
) - thea' dgmiciled’

ma 1Q¢

As a ready mentioned, he ﬁgured
at many flapper meetineg in his
youth, but eventually fqund these
too strepuous, partlculatly in  the
sprints, where a good runner_ had
often tg burst out.  from a back
{)nar];i and” ﬁg‘ht his way through a
1

g regular competitor at meetings
in the Southern cities of Limerick
and Cork, travelled to the
Metropglis for one of the early All-

so |Iréland C'hamplonshxp meetings
followmg the formation  of the
N.A.CA., but was un“lucky to pull a

lingz Beausang ﬁve ‘yards fropn Vir-

. an

the under!invre,

,(“Car-
Kil-1

did any, but maintained that the

-~

thigh muscle in hig first long Ju;np
essay, ‘ahd was forced to retire. .~y
also visited venugs like Gal:-!
way, T‘xpperary and - Kinsale, in;
addition " fo all the home ‘centres,
and tells"of an' occasion at Kin-
sale when he was handlcapped sof
drasticallv in, the’ long jump, ‘as it}
turned out. he would "‘have had ﬁq‘
break the world's record ‘to win thet
first prize, i
GREAT DAY AT KILMALLOCK. |

He had a great day at Kllmal-ag
lock on ~ occgsign, setting %‘
field record for the 16 lbs. shot tha ‘
still’ holds, begides capturing "the!.
fop honours in ggth the high and
Iong jumps. At Crgom, anather day,
he won three splep%iq prxzes far
the jumping events—high. long and
hop “step, from Sergt. ‘Keyes. & fine}
ac%ieve tent fi thlet the ‘.

e met many fing athletes in

course of the years——tge best @

et
oD

them ~ he ; reckgns ajoe  andj
ngu.s;ang Cork; Nolan of the
gum‘ag Ned McMahon and Bill

One of his sweetest vmtpries wag}

rapers “Hundred” a e
I\?ardyke %’Jork vglere he wgs s‘tﬁz-

tual geratch, and also “bad Nolgn
to oyercome, got “valuable
gold medal for t‘hat v;ctory» a sujiz
ahlé coippanion fgr the golg watch {
rick Post. Office Sjorta)
an the Ug': “June, 1923 when hej
beat the fancied Jee Thompson inj
the . ceptyry—the latter reckoned|
4 ten second man in the event, @
time rarely clocked by others then.
Tom Sheedy’s best lqng jnmp in}:
cqmpetltan was 23 ft. 2 ins. at!
fmerlck but he later covered 23|
fff. 6 ing. in tan exhibition . effort,
Hig best per ormance for  height
reached 5 ft. 9 ins, at €room, hut
he was temperamental and the
slightegt thing upset him. We know
that he often did 6 ft. 1 in. at home}
in his clothes, and even as late as|
1929 he jumped & ft. 11 ing. on -the|
paving stenes of his own yard for
a challenge.
At Bruff Ballcourt he often
played a game' of handball with
the great jumper, Mick Creede,
who gave Him many ‘a tip as re-i
gards the high jump, and; though
then well on in years actually ’
jumped 5ft_ 6ins. on.one occasion 4
in hig own ‘back garden,’ wearing 4 -;
pair of canvas shoes.

DURING THE “TROUBL

Duyring the “Trouble” Tom or: ¢
ganised sports meetings in aid of
the movement” and handicapped a+
flapper sports at Currankpagh to-
raise funds for t.hg ‘defepce oF the-
Knock‘lonfg prisangrs, He acted asi
starter for" Davy QConnelI at
meetmgs in Eltqn ‘and Milford, the’
Ardpatnck man having framed thel

qﬁe cyc led. to most of hig meet—,

ings, q;ten covering the’ ‘twenty-:
e miles to Eimerick, returmpg

gerierall y with a few prizes to ad

f ifficulties of the homeward

‘spm

Hig most trying trip was &
Cork Dra; B
when Mgl
Delgyed
waitin

g al
Tm meeting at the time

ow Bridge was “down.”
here mg::‘ of the day
for a conyeyarce o Cork,
he i nothing {9 eat from morn-
ing and barely managed to reach
thé Rebel City as the sports were
about tg commence, Stripping on b
the jaryvey car that drgve him tg:
the Mardyke, he had f: gala, even-
mg afterwards, winning in gpectac 5

) fashlon against - o,r}cxed‘_
. SOS&IQORK WAS HIS TRAINL 7
skeqd “hipi how N er%

tramed he confessed that he neve;

harder he worked on Saturday the
better he was on Sunday. ‘He often
competed at'a meeting after spend-—
ing "all the previous night at a
“country. hop”. and had to tge the.
line as usugl the following day.

His profession “was dairy farming
and, as he 'put it: “You were
always kept at it, and all night,
too, if you cared.”

An odd run in the meadow was
his only preparation for even the

most important event, and that
only if any one could be got to

<



