GREAT I IMERICK

(By Seamus O’Cee!lmgh)

JITH the pasemg a- few years,
- ago of John Joe Airey, we |
lost one of the rich

crats of the heydey of Limeriek

handball—rich: not in .the material

Ieve and
.ones —
who - fre-

sense, but rather’ in the
affection of - the great
players and. epectatc}rs

guented the  old Rutland Street

- Ballcourt in. the‘ great: days 01 its “hor

:'.-‘ﬁﬂ'ﬂ nﬂx.ai. thﬁ

popularity and &1’1’1‘#.181’106
Half & century . .ago the
alley behind the T‘ewn I—Ia,ll

e-ld
was

coming into its own as the: centre_-,'
“Beor: fully"

of hlgn class handball.:
a score of years after -it’ eentmued-
to hoeld the centre of the' stage,
and all the
seen in action there.

“rick had.‘the best ball ‘players in
Ireland, and the name of John
Joe Bewlm on the bill was suffi-

cient to draw: -crowds to any
of Ireland. Winner ‘of All—Ireland

titles fromy. 1902 to- 1026, his first

ball salley : was the walls of Wal-
Ker’s Dlstallery by the banks of
- the Shannon, Ilong since demol-
ished. Another memory of the past

is stirred by the ‘mention . of ‘Erank ...
in” ‘Thomondgate,

Quilty’s Alley
where: the peerless Johnny played
some of  his earliest champmn—
‘gship games. That, too, is: long
-sipce gone from. 1is orlgmai pur-
pose, although eome ~of the origi-
- nal walls still' rémain :,as remm
ders of a giormus past.

- FINE NEW CGURTS
Soeme old enthusiasts had hoped
"~ to see Quilty’s Court: rebuilt, but

_that is hardly. feasm.{e noOw,.

view' of the fine new courts buiit_

by the (Corporation ‘fairly  close
to the site -of the old . alley and
now that the dream of the old
time enthusiasts is about to be
realised by the completion of the
Kilieely Ballcourt te make it fit
for championship play in all
weathers, 1 hope the powers that

be will dedicate dgt.asig worthy

memorial to .gne’ ‘of the greatest
sons Limerick : ever: preduced
the late John Joe. ‘Bowles.

For quarter of. a century, Bewles
ruled the roost in Irish handball,
He was the great. general of the
ballcourts — supreme exponent of
the mnative code, the old alley-
crecker the,t produced such sweet
- music for the true lovers of the
 game, WhD thronged the old Rut-
- land Street gallery, and. witnessed
- such exciting and great fare there

old aristo- IS€lly,

great -players of a
g&la period in II‘ISh ha,ne_{ball were

That was the: time When Time- “hemng

part

Yankee lad

aghﬂn, E. J. Beurke,. A. Cole,
J. Grant,
lan, Jaelry Ryan, M McMahon,
' G, McSweeney, C. Trimby,
M. Lynch, R. Browne,
McCarthy, and A. Lysaght.
For the Dbest
y ars Johnny - Airey.
wgsoeistion - with the Rutland
S*treet_ Court, and beSIdes figur-
ing. 1o real advantage there he
umtnered J. J. Bowles in a num-
of outete.ndmg matches
best the ether coun=
could -produce.

"’-LIWQY%
the : greatest "ballplayer of
.h% trme, and his: one regret all
down- the ¥years was that the
world ehempmnshlp tie was

M.

i?LJ
H.e

heavily e,g&,lnc;t Bowles,
regulations - for
_ dra,wn up: |

“ SUI@IB&L CON DITION S

Actually, he . was of “the" opinien
that the " Limerick fanciers ‘of
Bowles were so convinced of his

superiority that they agreed to-

whot proved suicidal conditions,

8o anxious were’ ‘they to demgn-

that when the me,tch with the

American ehamplon Jimmy Kelly,

was being originally arranged ,the
played - a rubber
the old. Market . Piace Balicourt
in Cork. Reports. ‘from there were

| to the effec;t the,i: ‘Bowles would !

'beat him * with his eyes closed.”

Whﬂn the American and his back- |2

Ers wmted Lamerick and saw
Bowles ‘in action they +were in-

elined to shirk the world rubber.

They expresseci dissatisfaction
with the court and demanded that
If ‘the mateh- ws played that the
door at the rrght hand end ce‘rner
'be built up.
Thig could haye meant structural
alterations t(} the Court, whigch the
leerlck pe@ple were net prepared
to ecarry ont and it eventually
looked . as if the meetlng, much-
pubheised Was going to
through.

In the end, in erder to prevent
this, - Bowles agreed

the.: mateh -that all service of his.

would ‘be: delwered to the left side |

of the court—a. most unusnal gtip-

ulation that should most eerta,mlv;

not heve been introduced to & con-
test with a world title at stake,

NOT ALONE IN HIS GLORY ~ Particularly when it is- realised
. Johnny Bowles, hpwever wes ;?:;GPK*EHY was a left-handed
not by.. an
Yo Bny means. alone In his, PHaE GAME IN NEW YORK

glory. .
the *f neblest Reman of them all,”

“but he: had many able lleutenants~

—men who- grew up around. the
champion;
to give mm a ha,rder gaine
* of " the challengers,

came frem all parts of the coun-

try, end: even from -aecross the
seas, seeklng to deprwe hlm. ef
the title.” *

- It was enly natur&l in the cir-
cumstances - .that the club taurna-
ment, “should -prove something of
a. miniature 4 Al Ireland 7 and
few . will begrudge the. eld timere

 their mememes when they <can
:Eauster sueh Wenderful reeoilec- -
ions - -

- Pmm111ent in any recrtal Of "the-
glory ‘deeds . of . the haleyen ‘days:

must be’ ‘the name of .Tehn Joe
- Airey, one -of the best of" those
who kept step with - the 'great
champion for ‘much  of the ~way
_gn 1the road to stardom.’ Leekmg

ack

He was the great leader,'

and - owere “often abler

- -Hyven .88 it was, Bowles e,a:)ulffl1
have built a commandmg fead in
Limeriek, Hut he was anxious to

-make a-game. of it in New York !
noand’ tmvelled there in arrears. In
Breekiyn, het

Who court.: with ‘e timber floor, ‘without

played in. a. covered

previous experience of: euch condi.
tions, sand a triek’ ball, introduced
for ‘the contest, left the Irishman

‘On ‘the wrong' sade at the end of .

the rubber. And the tragedy of it
all was that the following day he
could have beaten him to a frazzle

—and the morg sporting members

iof the American people were not

- slow to admit this faect.

~After the great Bowles hlmself

John Joe ‘Airey was one of the
“most peput&r of the pldayers regul-
arly
St«reet Gemrt 2 pe:pularlty he re-

appearing  in the old Rutland

Ji
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|
S. Gleesen Con Secan-|
| . which appeared: in this paper on
the occasion of his much Iamented

‘continued .
- as John Joe Airey. The possessor

SO
misme neged as to load the dice
when the:
the game -  were |
4 word w&s, never uttered by

1 which, perhaps,

in

fall’
‘1ted him as his partner for

in signed:
artlelee of egreement governing | -

mswted that Bowles |

I

1

Republican, never
| allegiance,

_;trete his world . beating quah—- |
ies.

WY hen I pressed J. J. Airey
f*fﬁr ‘his " story . of that - much
talked of contest, “he recalled;

4 Joe
honourable and affectionate men- -

é"John Iof} 15 B, grand feHDW

one desire

over the chronicles of “the
old Rutland. Street Ceurt T find

first mentlen of “John Joe Alrey

as - 8 fully—ﬂedged championship
. pleyer under = date; September 6th,
1908, when he played a.
| hard rubbsryg-
deubles ehampmnshlp

) OPEN;[NG GAME-

In the: epenm,g game that d&y,f‘%’-}l

J J. Alrey B .
Iitzpatrick,
.and  'T. Fueack 21 8 21-14 17-21,
16-21, 21-14.° A‘n heu,r

were again: m aet}en, but lost this

partnered by

pair. o:[:' o
“in “the senior” eluib'“'"

beat T. F1tzpatrmlc'
later they

time to 3. KeHly and 'J. lieken--

“son, 21-7, 21-9, 12-21, 14-21, 16-21.
| Other Dle,yers " WhO |
in that great club title fight - in-

cluded J. J. Bowles,

partlclpated- i.
C.  Meen-.

. L ) ' :
R

e '.'1
e ,_. ot C

tamed all threugh llfe, as c:a.n be

ek T rwme -

+ e e ———

judged from an obituary notice’

death, which read:

“Few amongst WOIl SO

us had

part of a sc'ere'.:-' affectionate a place in. the hearts

of his friends and acguaintances

of a truly fascinating disposition,

incapable of a harsh thought of
hig

fellowman, 2 - lion-hearted
sportsman and, e:z‘:emplerr“s,r Catholic,

it would be dlﬂ‘leult *0 Jflnd hlc‘___.

eque.l

ﬁI;f(E Wle
pamen whe could’
ingly of outstanding -

volk
event.e

the realms of amateur Sport arﬁd-}.
.

tirne spent in his company-

a most pleasme COM- -
intercs t—

reminisced on the feats ef e..th—-

lefeg during the pa
passed all too quickly:.

the geﬁerei
character bv his ecquamtﬂncee

!H .

- AN ARBENT REPUBLICAN

Srrlce 1914 he was
wavering in his
put one of his

traits  was  his reedmess at all

ast forty years
The hard
him
could account for:
S slimming up of hl%-

an ardent

graudest' |

times to gwe eredlt to those who

| held other views as being honest

and censmentloue in do,mg so. His
in recent years was,

to quete his own words, “to see
the old crowd once more united.
He was the survivor of a drown-
ing tragedy ot Plassy in 1931,
when three ether.

'''''

rewmg wee deshed agamst the__'

jen were lost-'

bridge and overturned. Mr. Airey,_

sithough the only non-swinumer,
was saved by elmglng to the up~

turned boat.

In his wyolung- de,ye he was a
capable exponent of the game: of

handball, meeting and

Bowles, perhaps the

John Joe .

saw, had a very high eplmon of

H

often de— :

feating eute‘tandmg pl&yers frem |
many parts of Ireland The ' late

best handballer the: country ever

hlm, and on many occasions selec- |

pertant national champlensh.tp

contests.
For & long time fo ‘come John __

Airey’s name will receive
tion when the happenings of far
off days are? recalled, Whether as

a sincere and single minded

im- |

at—- .
‘riot or an exponent of handball
and much seught compamen |



