' %ONAGEA were one of the |
great teams of the- GAA in-
| ear‘ly days and”iheir ““deeds’ ‘were
told " in song and- story, ‘to illume
‘the pages that tell so bnghtly of
'the glory” that once were theirs.

"Dan’ Begley, Vice-Captain “of - the
team-on itg estabhshment a 'little
over Seventy years® ago,” was’ “the
last of the old glory line. when ‘he
died at an advanced e.ge a few
years -ago. With his’ ‘passing: a
chapter ended and an erg wnlch
will: be : leng remem‘bered m the
-parlsh

-STORY AS TOLD BY THE LATE
DY SHANAHAN e

The’ edrly’ etorv of “the ge.rp.es in
Monagea were’ ‘told me many years
ago by my . esteemed frlend the
late Timothy ‘D. Shanehan, .whose
first cousin 'was captam of the side
in~hose" eerlv deys Here is What
he said: ©

ST was on - beautzful Sunde.y
_afterneen in the suimmer of 1886,
that - heart first” thhlled ‘at the
;lntreductlon ‘of ““Treland’s ~ glorjous

pastimes 'in- the town 'of Newcastle.
West
ing " and " one  of" football, were
scheduleg to be ‘played ‘on that

afterneon in the Demesne Grounds, ~

q y < given. for ‘the eqcasmn by
tMr' : Charles Curling.. = .
The football ‘match Wae played
first. L. was between -Kilcolihan
and a ' Limerick" City team — St
Michael's. ~ Everyhody © ‘was ‘auch
interested as it introduced the new .
I riles, “and the’ game‘resulted in a
draw. ‘The players got’ ‘quite an
ovation and’ 1’c was 4 v“erv 1nterest-
| mg match,” 7
-Hut the greetest event and the
ster attraction, of wythe: day ' was
when forty-two hurlers—-—-—twenty-
one ‘to the~ s1de, marehed‘ irito “the

field,” led b NeWeastIe est
and ' the udy Band as of
Llnherlck The ling teams re-
presentéd the aughs of" ‘Nopth

Ada re -and a’ CltY’ team and ‘when
they dinéd up it Wae a- Wonderful
sa;ght to beheld I |

VAST GATHERING WI
| WITH EXGII‘EMENT
The 'vadt “gatheritig “of” penple

from" all “the surrounding e.r1shes
wenit wild with’ exeigeme hats
were it ‘the air and every lever

|display of manly skill and ge.larit
-defence was : eheered to tpe» echo.
e greet game grent ‘on” and-on-

end—it -i8' still- gemg‘ in-the recol-.

lections -of - even "theé y_eungest of
that grand assemblage “the" first -
big Newcastle West*
of modern times.”
““The hext day and all that week
the people Spoke ‘of ~'nothing
the great games especl 11«,;-
hurhng.,

The “following Sunday, after the
last Mess i Monaged, youhg men
‘and: “'growing “boys,” under ‘the

t’he

a‘nd Dan

ance -of lelham I—Iou _ AT
he col-

McEnery) enrolle éd nde
ours of the Ted'and -
gamsed the Willtary -

’Brlen Tur-

PRACTICE GAMES
AT qhn O’Connell and Danig
. inedy’ of “Canies;’ stair c?i £
ito W1lliam Hough and Pan
Enery,” i"ggon Rad B

jhuntmg grgurid and
get their-wish.

Rathkeale  ‘and . ft ‘weds ar

finny. - All
huetle and bustle of prep

Was excitement,

great event! .
*'dAt dlast dthﬁ e@;spéemfﬁ
awned, "8 e ‘'wonder sup-
port: fdr i:‘tri}e team W‘as“de gnstra-
ted in’ the fact''that almost every
family in the parlsh sent 'Some re-

presentative ‘at’ ‘eeet fo R thkeaie
tet see ‘the William - Q‘Briene in
action.

R "‘AT “I‘iI-IE OQMMQNS OF
| When thd E -"--hdfe ""crpvf_f"d-—-a. ca,val—
cade of every -type of ¢ _',mregfa
lin-the manner of.the time= :wed
{at .the. Com‘rnohe oL E athkeele a
football  match was ‘in 'pregress
|and some “officials ‘of ‘the* tourna-
ment came around and announced
that the next rmatch of the liSt was
Menagee ‘and “Kilfinny.

Instquv 4l was Jife and. huetle
and’ ‘very ¢ shm:t time the
.Wllham G’Bnens -weére regdy for.
|the fray and radiatt in ‘their new
jackets - of red end green,

In a little while theyr were hned
up against Kilfinny - a ‘seéasoned

knew -all the tricks’ of “the-
Menagea ingde’ & verv
showing/ pa.rticularlv i defence,
but. tact - e.nd experience ~“were

‘game.

| their initial' try-out.-

T‘Wo matches one of huril-

-l Patrick™

Ireland in

x _:;ellp hosting |

{tion was the oSt manll'f":'f“i'
letlc gameg-and " has h, Whele 1ot to
the musclee and-

“but |

watchiul” eye” and the’ able guld---

reen and or- |

1ng e.nd Fee’tbel} Club ot | M’en&- |

gea, .
‘qﬁy the end of the% ;nenth new
clubs ' Wwere - going “in  Newcastle
West, chkederrm Bédenagh,  Keo-
hanagh, Ashford, Bgllingarry, Ar-|
deg‘h, Breedferd i;lmffej_e'dy “ahd
- Dromedlmg*her o e

. mémlgers dofn gf’ _r g:m chab |

HL g s
somte. nenﬁowtﬁ

A tourne.meht wae o::ganised m

that Men&gee would meet - 1&%
e.l
ration as |

|the - entire: pa.i‘lsh prepa&: d '.t'dr the
dey |

team+ of- experienced pleyéfs who |

By SEAMUS o (,EALLAIGH

1 remember that - When fhe match |
was over the captain of the 'Kil-
finny team ea.me into the corner

where “the "Monagea“ boys ‘were
dréssing ‘and’ ‘coriplimented them

jon the fine showing they' made on
their first appearance It 'was really

irery nfce of lhmIL ‘and showed both
goed and cleéan’ Sportsmansmp :

‘WENT %T_o INTENSIVE

{them:" Qn the contrary ‘they
mte 1n1:enswe tralnmg,

months mefe they had - developed
a team that shoné on many a ‘field:

and went in ex-
clusively ‘for hurling.. Actlwty with
the - caman ‘was. very preneunced
in West Limerick * arourid this
peI‘IOd and for the next few years

were heard in ‘iostly every’ parish
througheut the ‘area. When I
1892 they had'a streng
team, wel’l managed ‘and - entlrely

able to fake- care--of 1tse1f e
GZETIGERS NT).- ] -
OF T 1CLUB;”" -

Club  at “that period" weré:

nell; Orga;nlser

ehan, Cepte.ln a.nd Damel Be fey,
V1ce-Ce tain. | gey

John and Cen Begley,' J erry
Reidy, Thomas - MeEnery', Wllham
K’elly, ‘Stephen 7 Prynane,” J ohn

|| Dore, Patrlck Nash), Jerry J,
tin, Patrlck - Enrig ght,  John O’Cen-
nell, ‘John' 'B. McCarthy, -

neally,- Eugene Q. Maurice
Madigan, Daniél Cenners Patrick

| SO En‘mght “James" Enrlght 1 5 )
Shanahan Daniel O’Shaug'hnessy,
Ragetr Green “Patrick “Collins,
David Plckley, Patrlck WL King,
Ned Anghm Thomas Shanahan,

‘ Tlm‘-"thv T Shhnahad"toncluded
his " story: E i‘-urling‘ in my estima:

f all‘ath-

do in develc)pmg

| physique, “the “springy "Step -and

quick determination, siuch .an asset
to any man. My, greet advice 16°the |
young men of Ireland is.to cherish |

the good ¢ld hurling game. both for
the sake of the nation axd thelr

i own physmal development. :
The Hext T artidle’” Wil deal Wlth

3o e,

the great Monegea. successes. of
the. early years of the century.

creditable -

&galnet them'so. they' met defea.t at |

~ The Willidm.~ OBEnens drd net.-
1ntend to-let that first defeat upset-
went'}
| ‘not: -only |
-__on Sunde;ys but ont’ every evening
lof “the’ “Week: and ~after a few

Monagea d1scont1nued the foot-
| ball team in 1890

thé ring dnd clash Jf their hurleys.
left.

Tihe ofﬂc’ers and: inembere pf the'i
Wllliam _‘Heugh Chalrman'j Dan-

T?ﬂm@thy 7. - Shan- |

i TP

{iel” ‘Mclnery,” Treasﬁrér Demel
Kennedj;r‘" - Seereta Q’n-

oy el ™ el ol kg A T

"Denis
Halpin, Like Keeffe Petrlck Ken- ¢

. Ryan  ‘d4Hg™ NedTJ*MeEs’Sy -
were. the pr1nc1pal players

—r TR PR DL s



¥ CANNOT leave the first Mene— ]r

mthout a reference to-the famous

?

G

......

i

i Ale.s' I heard they passed away,

By SEAMUS O'CEALLAIGH o

gea team of olden G.A.A. days

“poem: by the late. T, D. Shanahan,
recellmg those days and telling of
“the deeds of the far-famed Mona-~
gea. hurlere of sevent},n golden:!
L.years ago. -
ﬂ’{.‘here have been many changes in
e
“memory of the men whoe made the
welkm ring in the long ago must.
“remain green whilst there is a man |
te re-tell the well-known lines,
eomposed in. remembrance of the
- Meonagea. caman . - w1e1ders and
.- which reads: |
~ Recollections of Memge&. |
_Ce,ll out the names of hurlers
“bold—
The boys that we used to know-—|
Tho some, I fear, are, missing
now .
Since 111gh forty years ago. |

- Perhaps a few may still survive

The s'torms the aches and strife,
Wh11e more have drifted far from

there |
On the rolling sea of life

- eran Gael-— -
Our pride in the olden days;
And ‘grand Dan Mack, of death-‘
less fame e
The. vietor- in countless frays.

And many & heart felt sore,

For Gaeldom had no finer ty‘pess—-

They Were sportsmen to the
core B .

I—Ias Gardenﬁeld the same brave
" hearts—
Dan Begley, Jerry and John 7
Pwould do you good to see tthem
play,
And strapping, athlefic Con,
The boys
- staunch and grand,
Jack, Paddyt and
“Dﬁ.Sh s:
With I?Ioss and B111, yes Tim and
. Phil
And Denig from by the Clash.

Tem “the:

Camas and Ballykenny, too,

Were well represented there,

Where - Steven and Liam, yes,

~ Dave and Sean,

With Paddv — ““The Crusher” —
were,

And T‘om and Jaek trie Dore
“and Nash,

Staid Re—ger would compromise,

Kennedy kept the book accounts,

_'And Cennell used te ergamse

:Does Ned res:[de by Berne S S1de
At the top of Boherduv?
-Is Maur;lee by Rathcahill Wood
Where the throstles sang theIr

| love?:

Gaelg would come down that eld
2len road,

The neighbouring lads to “trim’’-

The Anglims and MleCarthV
‘boys,

With Pat ang his- brether————.]lm'--

¥es! there’s  one
sleeping now

In the cold and hallowed clay—

Whose, thundering crash and

~ camang smash

Dirove every. doubt away—

When Dhowal Mor was to. the

1n0re——-he- s

fore— |
Gog  rest that athlete from
/ Crean— o
"Twas well we knew his amm-
-7 'was*true

Whth the ash at Glen—me}g-een'

-'Phere were others that I forget
And many are laid to rest
- Near blessed scenes. of long ago—
More have gone east ang west!
B‘ut oft’
- times,
Yet, longings are all in vain,
Youth's days are fled, loved
- friendships are dea.d-—
We never shall meet again!

THE PARNELL SPLIT,

In common with most other dis-
districts, Monagea suffered -from
the . effects of the disastrous
was. at low. eébb during that depres-

“Parnell Split,” and Gaelic activity |

plzessmg perled of our national

life,
The: eentury was all
Wl}en_ matters (aelic

but :over
recovered

‘lections of that glory spell.
intervening pericd but the |

I crowds that flocked to see them
Where's Wiliam I—Ieugh—*that vet- | |

tto see the long car and thirty or

"Chapel gates of Monegee, on-a Sun-

i

from Strand were,

keéen night air, It was a mgna,l]
i of victory!
“The thud of the horses’ heefs

;]’Fﬁed McKessy, Batt Danaher and
m

- With strong opposition.

| Parish, Priest,
Edward, C*h;f;@opd; placed “his field|
'at their disposal at all times.

i) thlnk of dee,r old |

__;m the next artigle in th1s series K

from the Worst -effects of the
“Snlit,” and in this period of re-
surrection one of the first to hit |
the. highlights were the hurlers of
Monagea.

One of the leading figures of
after ygars-—a mere boy, then — |
gave me, some years ago, his recol-

Here is what he said:
“The famous Menagee team was |
at the zenith of its glory during the j.
years 1900 to 1908, . During that
period the wearers Of the green |
and g‘old had a series of vxctones N
seldom equalled by anvy ~hurling |’
combination, 110tW1thstand1ng the
fact that the area from which they.
were drawn wes a compemtwely
small one,

HU GE CROWDS OF E[N’.[‘HU e
- IASTIC ADMIRERS: |

“’I"helr matches always = drew]
huge crewds of enthusmetle admir-
‘ers who anxiously followed: the. des-
tinies of the boyy from Monagea. |

“They were sought after for tour-
nament and cha.rlty me;tehes ber
cause promoters knew of the

where: ever they played.
“They: usually travelled by car or
brake and it was no unusual sight

| forty traps-or side cars leave the

day and proceed in. precessuone,l
‘order to the venue ef the match.

“The triumphal return. was gen-
erally a never to.  be forgotten
‘scene. A few local musicians usu-
ally accomipanied. the boys and
Justy lungs pealed forth that fam-
ous song of T. D. Shanahan’s 'The
‘Boys in Green and Gold’. The)
whole parish assembled at the
Chapel gate to await the return of
the all-conquering heroes and the
cheers which greeted them as
Denny Mack brought his prancing
steeds’ to a standstill were  re-
echoed in the Glens of Glenmageen
and Clash An Afrlon o

- THRILL OF JOY

“As one who waited amongst the
-throng to. join in the loud hurrah,
';I can vividly recall the. thrill of
joy I felt when the sweet music
of Paddyt King's melodeon was
wafted to my ears threugh the

-Lhe rai:tle of the cars over the Stenv”.
roads, the song of wictory punc-
fuated by an occasional shout
created an 1mpreeemn in my mind
that shall live there for ever
“This mighty team was eemposed
of seventeen stalwarts selected
from the following:—Dan Begley
(Captain) and later Tim Sheehan,
Denis, Michael and Ned Shanahan,
John and Pat I—Iogan, Dan Greene, !
Pat and John O'Connell, John Hen-
__inessy, William and Maurice King,
Bryan King (goalkeeper), Pat King,
‘Pat Hough,. Michael and Batt Dan-
taher, Moses. and Pat McCarthy*,

m. Horan.
| “The late Dan Kennedy, NT |
Jocally known as ‘The Master’ was
the energetle Secretary of the club
and the late William Hough and
Tim Shanahan of Barna were: its
two principal officials,

THR]IJ.ING ENCOUNTEBS
“They had some thrilling encoun-|
ters with Ballyagran and Kilfinny,
.and Ballingarry, too, supphed them.

“They trained fairly hard, for the |
1mpertent contests and thelr good
the late Father

“Several ‘humorous episodgs m.'
' connection with their penod of ac-
tivity are recerded |

The securing of hurleys was a
difficulty not easily Surmouptable
'bv some but otherg in the club
rather enjoyed the systema whereby
'a. nice young ash .tree would sudd-
enly disappear from 2 ple,nrte,twn
notwithstanding the ‘weapy - vigil
of some inveterate crank who held
certain  well fopnded suSpmlens
about those hurlers.” |

Monagea’s fight for the C’eunty"
Senior Hurling Crown of 1902 will
.be amongst the matters dealt with




