- mous

L world’s
jumps,” and who was aleo a top
notcher at the hop, step and jump, | !

~mer. who specialised
E Jumpr

"~ story,

.._became fewer and fewer and it was

. allowed
- oblwmn

" blazed in the early years by men

- come to Shannonside.,
Wearing a huge green and whlte;_ |

" “spent - some tlme with me,~ during
which we discussed all the greatiy
- athletes ‘of his day, mest of whomiy
- .John knew intimately.
~“difficult to get him talkmg on ‘his|t

FVHE . historic villag’e’"of 'Gal'b'ally;.
nestling at ethe foot of the_'

-Galteee has taken no small part in

*"“keeplng Limerick aind Ireland’s
- name to the forefront of the Ath-

letic world. It has produced men

‘whose feats will long be remem-
- bered and who could claim equal-
"'.'1ty with the cream of the athletes

}.‘ef the different mations, - |
“Hoary Galteemore”

.. Sons - of

whose names have become synony-
with athletie prowess,
- clude the subjeet of my article this
-~ week-—John Blackburne, one of the

best all-round athletes of hig day]
“and- champmn pole jumper of Ire-|

holder ef the

“land; Jim Fahey,
the.

record f{}r

" and the long jump, being consistent
- at 49 feet at the former; and Jim|
Ryan, another well kncw'n perfor-

- and was one of - the best.

_--"-kncwn stylistg -of his time.,

- John Blackburne saw light of dav'
in that valley:

- the Glen of Aherlow, a region
~that has produced some Amazing.

athletes, any of whose performances|

we cannet find recorded but Wer%
of |

‘Means of-. transport weré rather

- “handed”
~ mouth.”
oIt is rather a remarkab;le thmg
that most of our best jumpers have
come from the *¢ Goldep Vein ” dis-
- trict. "And this applies also' te our
feremost pole vaulters. But.
- sad-to relate that, with the decline
~ of - those fine Qld characteristic.
" events here, .they -hawve practically
_dlsappeared from our native arenas.

M&STEBY IN THE POLE JUME.

© It was as a pele jumper  that
-~ John Blackburne sought the com-

dewn by Rk Werd

. petitive arena, and it -was noi long|

 before his prcﬁclency and mastery
- were recognised. The popularity of
..this. event had ‘begun to decline,
even,in Munster. Year by year, the
'prcgramrnes on which it appeared

soon eliminated even from the
~ championship schedule. What a
. real pity that this grand event was|
fall into remcrseless-

. .'In ‘this regard it is censohng te
. -nete a later revival and the con-
. tinued connection through: Bobbie
- :Nolan, 'T.. P. Murphy and ‘P. A.
- .__O’Farrell of Limerick, and P.
. Anglim,- cf Clonmel, Wlth the trail

~of the type of our present subject.
The last occasion I ‘met John

"'-;"“Elackburne was on the eve of the-;li.hls kind.

1940 All-Ireland hurling . final, |
 which Limerick trlumphed over
‘Kilkenny, the last Blue Rlband te'

:rcae‘tte J ohn, who was then T4

T found it

own deed§ in the arena, but whenf;
R 3 explalned that I wasg 'try to.
o B

in-
i every support to any effort to keep{

‘‘three|

in the high!

| vie with the best perfermers
| any other area  in Ireland at that

famed in song and; ]

it is|

| for-"the genherosity

ithe slightest insult

;_:-enceuraged me
| seripusly—if I eould call lt train-.

-'_'mlnent leerlck athletes
h0pe ef mterestmg* anether gener-

1n - thet-

at1on in the grand cult of athletlcs
he readily agreed and- prcmlsed

the lamp of Gaelic culture and
athletlce at an incandescent heat

- HIS OWN- STORY
And here is. John's story:

“In. my Juvem}e days I alwa:?e had,

a tendeﬁcy towards athletics, andg
I suppose environent had not a

little: to- do with thisg, bepaus*e in

elose proximity to my home in the
Glen of Aherlow, there existed a

period. -
My first appearance in’ pubhc

happened to be at 3 place ‘called

Cappunine, ‘'near . Cahir Net_
| far = distant, indeed, but still®
necessitated the seeuring of a eult-

able conveyance to reach it.
llmll_?ed in those days; bicycles were
even a nevelt ‘then, However, the
good old hcrseh, for which = our
ceuntry was always Imted ‘fetched
me there in good time.

o Th1s was my first eseay at the
:pele Jump, and amonget my oppo-

nents I found Alec Noonan and
Owen Q'Neill,

scaled the lath at 9 ft. 3 ins.

i As was the custom in thpee geed

old days, the buddm athlete had

always a treat in store for him, and
| T #emember en;ey:&ng myeelf te my-

heart’s content at ‘a dance party,
which was given by some friends
near Bansha on that even‘mg =

| 'SECOND OUTING.,
“My sectmd outing was at Gol-

den Co. Tipperary, and were it not

of a ’lecal ath—

letic enthusmst - placing the ser-
vices of hig faithful mule at my

disposal, the prebabﬂlty is that I

[ would not have reached the sports
field in time. 1 might remark here
|in connection with the maule, that

. Tequired the most
as when offered
he ceuld ause.

hig hind 1ege ‘Wlth the very best of

imal
%%%ﬂ ém} ‘handling,

4T took two events at this venue

'-——-th% pele and 1(%@;1 jumps. Id wﬁ;ﬁn
“1 ins. an e
-- %al?%ergf'a-, o1 %eei:

“ These achlevements no doubt
to train more

ing really i those days, for when.
I went to tlille .S.A. 1In later years,
L fquz;d our methods of . developing

7—.‘}

say the most of it, rather pnmmve
ag far as the dear old 1sle was con-

eerned.’
“From this forward I appeared at’

nearly a;; the spor‘ts meetmge of

best men of my day,
wish to boast, but’ I
|hold my own and the honour of:

11tt1e group of athletes that . ceuld_
in

‘same height and weight, to an all-

3 W&S

both of Glen fame,|
and noted perfermere ‘but, never-

theless, the raw youth prevaﬂed and|
- and although engaged on strenuous.!

prizes.

{to my native ‘coumntry, eettle down

health, I was mnot

to regain its fair name in the ath-

nctch ‘athietes was indeed, to|

the South, and scarcely ever "re—

......

turned empty handed.

B@Tﬁ BEST MZEN OF HIS DAY
“I met and competed against ’cheJ
and I do not;
could always’

the Glen agajnst all comers at
most -events in- an ordinary eperts
meeting.
“ Possibly my stature mllltated
agalnet my making of records, as
my helght was never greater than-'é
5 ft. 5% ins., and I was at orne timei
persuaded by my admirers to offer;
a. challenge to any opponent of the

round contest in any. part of . the-
world, |
‘“‘ As time relled on, and great men_
‘had come and gone, the eall of
contest and conqueet always ap-
pealed, to me in the realms of

to be in the fray, but I must admit
there was one  ocecasion in my|
career when I felt: happler than-}i
ever before, and that was when I{
placed second  to the great!
M. Ryan on the day he made the
World’s record breakmg high jump,
at Tlpperary in 1896, On that day

also I won the pcle Jump at’ 11 feet.
ENT TO AMEBIGA

work at the decks, mainly on grain|
boats, I never relmqulshed my
1nterest in' athletics, and I ap-
peared on many “occasions ‘at the
old famed New York Celtic Park
and Buffalo, where I won . many_

“My ﬁnal ambition wae to return

and spend my retirement in the

rural surroundings which I alwaye t

so dearly longed for.
““In this God was kind te me.- I
worked . fer half a dozen years 1n
America. I brought a bit of money
there and added 1:0 it, and shortly
after m¥1 return I was Wedded to
Elizahet Fahey, e:leter of James|
J. Fahey of Ch1cagc, world’s
recerd heldier fcr the three stand-

ing broad jumps. We were blessed

with one gon and- many dauglhters, hi

two of Whom are nune, and a few

'tho -

1in May,
um
- decent ~honest sport, and 1 longed-,J -

! trig
| former at 5 ft. 10 ins., and’the

i(off trig board) wa

Subeequently I went to America | ter

careler,
spend”

OUTSTANDIN Gr

o VEI\IENTS. -
His ,.,outetandmg achievem

was the securing of three All-]
land championship tlﬂeﬁ, all in
pole vauit, 1892, tying with - .J.
Cahill, Muckalee A.C., Kﬂkenny
10 ft. 5 ins., winning m, 1893 at !
Tins., and again tying' in 1897, t
tlme with M. Ryan at 10ft. 21113
Some of his outstandmg acha,e
ments include a jump of over
feet in the pole event at Férnx
in 189%4. At Cobh on Aug'-ust 15
] 1898, he won his favourite event
10 ft. 8 1ns. beat Denis: Carey
Kilfinane in the runmng hop, st
and “jump at 46 ft, 1 in,,and ti
with Barry O’Cenner in the hi
jump at 5ft. 9 ins. The followi
day, at Mallow, he won the p
jump at 10 ft. 5 ins, tied for t
hlgh jump, from scrateh, with T«
1. Woeds of E]nmskean, who ‘w
All-—Reund Cham 1eneh1p
Ireland in 1895 at 5 ft.’ 10 ins!, &
was seeond fo Dan Shanahan

the running hop, step ang Jump:
45 feet, the Kilﬁnane man coverl

47 feet that day

“INVASION*» OF LO.NDGN
John RBlackburne was a memb
of the “Invasmn” Team to Londr
1896, ang Wen the p

here at 10 ft, 7 ;lns"_i’itlep
In the high and 1eng jumps. (¢
board) with Tom Woods, i
Iz
ter at 21 ft. 1 in. Blackbprne
best perfgrmance in the long g jun
g 22 ft. 1% iy
ar Banshs in Augnet 139@ Qn th
Qceasion Mlchael Ryan of Roc

‘rwell famoug in international’ fogo

yba]l J. J. Flanagan of Kilbrped
| Kllmalleck premlneﬁt as -spri
JHIGPEF, all-reundi

befcre s eciglising 'in the 16 1b
‘hammer, where he made his worl
wide fame, and another - gre
jumper in J J. Bhel
ameng the competitors,
In 1808 ’the

pet. o
ﬁalbal;y man? cen

peting at Celt;c Park, New Yorl
n a specra Cﬁmpef}iign beiwee

the Pastimes Club, New York, ¢
which he was a memper ﬂ'{é@ -:
Star Athletic Club, ;rﬂﬂkiyn? ‘
he pele jump at 10 ft. b ins,

.il his return 19 ;[reiand in 1”
John was seen  in @Gﬁ@n at’ th
Mardyke, Jor k: . Where he tied’ a
10"feet with 7. Murphy, of Mallow
and. D). Barzy, of Corls, for the Pe
Jump h mmaneh;p of ‘Munster:

o nﬁ '0 his a@iwe &13 81:,1
mapy Em@W‘Q agl £ar
ia the b @PPY: hﬁalthy’ rural 1;1;& ©
18- Hﬁhm district, b 1;\,1 &

aronnd the storied hills ant

nursing. Sl o1
“T. am now T4 yeare andJ as Pre.n_ d gé d§1 f'Iglgpgfe- ET ._,. ﬁi 1Y 1} ;
vidence hestowed on me ‘good |~ i Ry

afrald of hard|
work, and I ‘may venture.to say|
if the present day youth were not
so ‘pandy’ fed and coddled as they
are now, Ireland would be nearer

letic arenas of the world.”

That is all" John: Blackburne teld
me. In his modesty there is much
that ha omitted, ‘so. et us have &
guick run through ‘his career, with
mention only of those perferman-—‘

ces - net already neted




