~ been forgotten

~ (By SEAD

were arrested. On the dav of their
trlal one of ‘the magistirates left the |
“to give evidence against |

“I stood on the heights of
iAlina,” said he, “but I saw more
lmen knocked over in the streets of
| Kilmallock in the desperate. fury
of this dreadful ball game.”

The ¢coming of the G.A.A. brought
-order into the playing of tne games.
Biut the tales '0f the olden arena
still miake “one wonder at . the
strength end “endurance, the cour-e
of Pat Butler's career. 4%%’16 &ndu?yai}ty of Eh‘i garly plagere |

o a ig e younger generation ¢an have
egtzletelsbileal:;&gk u;pm{;) I1ftkt?1ep1 gide1*511ttle idga 1,?% the eenihtmns whieh
| _ prevaile fty or sixty years ago
gets even ha:ir La€ piéasure jn read when Some. of ouUr P

ing as was mineg 1h ‘collecting metmen won their All-Ireland medals.

material 1'il be weil satisfied—and.
80, 1 tnink, wiil he. | | - WHIST;I»P TSI}%&S%%&SY%UNDED
The task could not have been) . whistle seldom sounded in |

accompitsned witaout the help ofly, S0 %q. o8 or S Y ook "Atness and

O riends, . who, - in & 1o
.ﬁagibe‘%ﬁo gn:lf mosc  of the spade |SOUrage. to enter the championship |

- work, leaving to wie oniy tne fiuish-. arend with K seventeen men deter-|

“They played]
ini ;ﬁgb?fbtﬁgnhhenﬂieiﬁt éﬁ:t‘;ﬂ;% [All-Ireland finals on rough felds

‘time, a real eptausiast in Cappe--}i’fgly Iém;}’ffﬁ, _t?"ﬁ: m?irhli}g‘ dﬂtleh
more, Mr. Jon' . :Crowley, who: ogge at the side of a dite
went to great ‘pains. fo' gecure thg’ after walking maybe ten or more.

iles to play -the match..
full story of his career tfrom Pat, mi

Butler nimseif, althou,en this meant: Elﬁﬁh; %uen ffég rtocﬁgglplglslfhlgg
a féw journeys on root three miies | o s b B erade o posts to
up the mountaing. - ''o him I am |S¢TVe or goals: - Crude, heavy, un-

. 'smoothed hurleys long, “thitee-
more than grateful for making pos- quarter length Kknickers: the auge

sible this sipry 0f. one or the 1ee,1” 1" —
old nobility of the Gael, Who helped | SIHen” the bate iegmﬁ%ﬁguf% aL
- to place wie fdrsc hurhng Crown -om ;- many .of the olden champions
.the brow of his<native Limerick ﬁ-who hold:that ‘for all our present:
~ days when guch an achievement day récords -and great. gates, we
_' E’B-S ldea.riy edarined t&;nd ajl the more | ..o ‘the ~ glamour  and romance
- hignly prized for "{«‘:?:-t o | lof days that cannot come again,
GRICAT M’ﬂ%ff INO%&’;%E WORLID Born- at:Kyle, Cappamore, eighty
VI S + th&lyeare ago,. on. January 4th, 1874, to
~ Limerick gave great men to 1De precise, - PaY Butler'’s earliest]
world - of sport. (_,hampmns I emoties g0 "back to the wvery
Cionaskeagh, ~ 'lipperary = ‘L'own,. ieundetions ef thée GLA.A., when, e.ev
Jones’s oad: in athletic &rehdﬁla schoolbay "he partmlpated
rignt out to the Golden Gate; iﬁyiseme of the, first games orgameed
concern in_ these articles tls the undeér Gaelic rules. His early school
building of a mohnumeént to €. games were played with a handle!
. men ‘wno kept hurling from Aying Ge"o1" ax o ahd an old sponge ball
down the years by Shannonside; tu: ‘and Pat tells how 'he often got al
those oid-timers who fought fon nasty cut with these crude methods

I the seventeen men that won |

¥ for Limerick its first All~-
Jreland Hurling Crown away beclt
in 1397, fifty-seven years ago, only:
four 1emem—~i:~‘ei; Buskm of Croom,;
and a Cappamore trio? $éan kynes,
Pat Muicany and the subject or our
sketen  this weelt—PetmcK Butler.
of Kyle.

1 have had. to:go- baek a ‘bit for.
some of oui® .ste‘z 1Ls ‘and thig week
‘we return 6 iné cleelng years of
the last eenmry ror the high lights

imined on victory..

football honours in the infant days.
of the G.A.A.: to our nandballers from some of . hig sSchoolmales..

who kept tne flag of Limerick te_-
the fore in no uncertain way; ang
last, but by no means least, .to our
athietes wnao gapiured the 15me,gina.-
tion of spertsmen -Lverywheta and-
gamed - us & pleee di world ath-
Jetics that must- always  be "a; o A TAA T . L
source -of joy and. pride tror Lime-, Pa.t hes one memery of the old-
rickmen no:matter. where they may”‘HuThng Homea" days, and tells of
have found a home. ‘a2 game in Which hg¢ participated—|
I have beeh reminded- time andl yywantvione agide. They started in
again that wany great men have iy .- centre of two. divided parishes
in the mention of where ‘the ball wdg flung in_ victory
the grand figures of an era Or & going to the team who succeeded!
‘district. I am fully awarevof the .y getting into ‘their own - parish.
shortcomings, in these articles; but; first=:a  real: lcross-country affair.
neverineless, 1 feéel the‘y are werthr- ‘that eouléi and often d1d Ie,st for.
while, before the last ot old many hours, . .

champmns wiil have. died awev and . Aftep leaving schoel he threw in.
we are left: without ahy authentic hiy lot) with the Araglen team, and
record of their. deeds. .:There: may at the -age of Tourteen- ﬁgured
be many 1 have missed—believe, against Murree in & match for the |
me, it was not.from any partisan County Senior Crown. ‘The latter
m{)tlves Snor: bjecaﬁse they Werﬁ won v .a Sma'l'l lnargln rrhe
thought : unworthy _inclusion. Araglen lads latér won théir firgt
the:e &I‘& grand StOI‘IES Stln tO be | set of rnedals at the" BIECkb}OV But

Later they used & turned stick for|
o . caman and & rag ball, and witiy
ithese playeéd miany a gerne with the
lads from Cappamors school—win- |
tiing - semetlmes and being beaten
often  dlso. L o

rreat leerlck Athletes

No. 74—-PATRICK BU‘*,?‘LER of Kyle, Cappamore
o fUS O CEALLAIGH)

reat Limerick |

They |

_Cappamere from belng represented

posed Tulla,

got of the old pioneers like Pat.
Butler=—the : paen  -who o
G.A.A., as we Rnow it te-de,y, POSH
sible. Wlthout -them . thers Weuld
nave  beén “ho Agsociation.  And
they have stories to tell, these 013~
timers, stories that will ‘add to the
athletic lore of our great county in
years anead, and . maybe prove an-
1nspiratlen to men , as yet unbori
to emulate the ‘gréat deeds of"
famed Limerick :tigures of that
giorious past Whlch it has  been
such &a pleasure te resurreet m

these collpmamigl i s
Before  this serles eomes te a

close I would appeal to ahy of my,

readers who think they can add toiy
this  gallery ©of great Limerickmen |
who gained athletle renown eithern:

at neme or it exile, ‘to let me he.ve played in the left tﬂp wmg p081t101‘1

any 1nfermetlen they. can give con=:
cerning themy ‘at the eerhest oppor-
tumty, and I will "do~ my best te
see ‘they :are included. -
BAGKGROUN D TO THE: _OLDI-
: TIME‘ : J. A N’G’b B
Now, to get back to the career

of Pat Butler, let us discover the!

background - to the ‘hurling of the'
early G.A.A. days. 'The. traditions
- of the game wer¢ handed down

from the old parish to parish ,con-

 tests and the thrilling tales 6f the
~superhuman feats whén the: pat-|
- rons of some of those forges where

Femen Pikeg were ‘tempered - met;
. 1Reddin anhd John Godfrey And of

in hurling or football rivalry. =

Some years ago I heard a grand
old " Gael - recounting one of those
extraordinary episodes, of strength,
speed and endurance. Areund about]
the time Pat Butler wag born it so!

matde the: }

lost in their next outing to Long
Street, Ceppamere. .

AbOUt thig -~ tine Paddy  Lee,/
Creéamery Manager bécame Seere-v
tary of appamore ‘Club, whifh Pat

Butler joined. A field fer training
wag secured from : Mr. Fegarty of
Portnard and several practice
gemes ‘were played there, |

| Fl::-:ed $0 meet Kilfinane . 1n "the
County Champlensm .when they
arrived at the venue Sheebhan’s:

Cross; the Kilfinanea: lads refused to
‘play, so they had no geme They
A DBXE I8 AN 'ﬁﬁim@cmﬂi IBORALEE L1
.where the game ended ebrfuntly fol-.
lowing a digpute concerning a. dis-
allowed goaw . The re~play took |
place -at the Markets Field, where]
Caherline woh by a pemt Pat.

always; exeept on & few’ occasions:
when he was. - préssed. into eervwe]
-full-back-a .  diffcult position

then a8 demenetlated by the num~|
-lgertﬁf naety leg cuts ne ,e:et in thet
1ber

GOOD P‘LAYEER.S OF H'IS DAY
The good plavers of his day,
around the Cappamore locality he
recalls are:Sean Hymnes, Pat Cum-
imins, Pat Muleeh
Denis Connelly, Mlchael Gleesen
Jamsey Ryan (J), “a gdod foot~
baller, "too:” Pat Crowley, ‘who had
a terrible long. puck;” John Mul-
cahy, Patrick MeNemera John:!

the mter-f:eunty men he met, he
considers Tom Semple and  J.
Mockler of Tipperary, with ‘‘Drug’
Walsh of Kilkenny, the best.

Ag to his other interests outside

Pat Leonard,i|

happened in the course of a foet—‘ef hurling, Pat tells how as a mem-
ball match between two adjoining' ber of the Bilboa team he figured
parishes that the ball was brought in many stirring tpg-o’~war &oh-!
into  the streets of K11melloek tests.,  The heaviest man on the
where the foremost contendere team, he was always picked for
weré chetked, and as neither side the end of the rope, and . won
could manoceuvre towards theéir several trophieg at thle spert al-
goal in the narrow spaces, a stub- though his best remembered” “pulls”
born struggle ensued. Eventuelly were Oh- occasions 'when they losy

:

P S XY

other athletle events he wae deeply
intérested in -sports mmeetings, and:
travelled to-any in his neighbour-
hood.” And he now takes pride in
the demgs of the Blackboy cross-
country juniors, the most ef whom
lived near
moay prothers, J. MecCarthy, J.
O’Donoghue and the O'Connors, be-
sides William Manley, now in the
Lurragh and I‘lgurlng strongly in|
both nurnng ‘and crose—country
Work, ' :

Fat Eutler in his day was else a
good swimmer, a ‘kKeen fishernmian,
and kept soine useful gun-dogs. I-Ie
spent mahy a happy day up the
niils hunting tor hares and fowling.
A good rfootballer as well, Pat.
iplayea many matches Wlth the |
cappamore k'ootball Ciub, his most'
imemorable being the occasion they
beat Pailag at J:Io‘sp1te1 1-2 to 1-0. .
Hig main love, however, was huri-
ing, .and
a.lways with him. Y¥ohd of a game
of handball at times, he ‘'won. geve-,
iral rubbers, beating B1lb0a teams ..
On many occasions.

PLAYED} WITK SEVERAL
- TEAMS,.

Durlng a lengthy hutling career
1 Pat Butier—*Paudeen!' to his inti~
mates of those hectic days—played.
with several teams .in-County lee—~
ricke. A membetl of; Araglen and
later -Cappamore for the Big
plonshlp 1ests, his hurling.- intereSt
lwasg o intenee that n;
with teams from Doon, %Z[
Cappawhite in Ir1endly games,,

With Doon he ﬁgured on numer-
ous occasiong -ahnd ‘had manyi,
great contests . with Palles WO | |
won most times. HoWever the|
Doon lads had one great “wm, by
t5-6 to 4-2. in. a “needle” game that]|
provided a tepie for conversation
n|for many a long -

urtoe and

was agamst Dundrum, ‘whom they]
beat 3-4 to 2-3, efter ‘a thrilling
{tussle.,

How - elose Lappamore Were I‘Id—-
ing to Kilfinanhé: in the memorable’
year of 1897 can be judged by the
County final result that season.
Played at -the -Markets Field on
May 1st, 1898 the final tally was:
Kilfinane. 4-9: Cappamore. 4-8.

A dispute, however,

Clare in the ﬁrst
round of the Munster Cham, 1on-
ship played at Greenpark ace
Coutse, Limerick, on 19th June,-,.-
1898. The Kilfinane lads won 2-5!
to 2-3. Differeéncéy were patched”_
up for the Munster final. decided at
{Tipperary on September 25th, 1898,
land the Kiifinane piek”
Blackrock (Cork), 4—9 to 1—6 efter
a great struggle, -

Kilfinane were back at ’I‘lp erary
on October 23rd and this. time,

agein aided by the Ceppamere lads, 1
ithey beat ’I“ulla, 4-6 to 2-5 in a Croke |

Cup tie, -
MURPHY O’U‘P FINAL
Cappamore were  in wohnderful |

form . the following Sunday at thel
beat{.

’Croom in the Murphy Cup final by

Mharkets Field, when. they

6 goals and- 16 points to 1 point.:
The victorious: players were: S.
Hynes (capt.), J. Conroy
nolly, P. Mulcahy J. Mulcehy M.
Davern, J.- McNemare ,P ‘Butler;
J. Cenden J. Maekey, -J. Reddan;
M. De,verh E. Nugent, M. I—Illllerd
(P, Cummms W Keeffe and James
Conroy. -
The All-Irela.nd final was pleyed-
at Tipperary on: November 20th,

1898,
ackedgams

ﬁ%pern

$0-2rdye -.-titerta th;:ill-
“We ' next’ mget tn &

ary 18thr; 1899, where they peat
Caherline 0-8 to Q-8 in the semi-;

Championship.
sioh beéing questiohed, a re-ple,y
was- ordered, which Ceherlme won, .
3-3 to 1-3.
On. February 26th the Kilﬁnane
selectlon drew with Blackreek at
t Mallow, four points apiece,  in the!
Munster decider for the Croke Cup.:

|Re-played -at Mallow on May. 21st,

the Limerickmen won, 1-7 to . 1-6,
after an unforgettable game. -
The final for the: Croke Cudp was
played at Thurles on July 9th;, with
a very large attendance, including
the Most Rev. Dr. Croke CArehi-
bishop of Cashel, to whom the
|players’ were presented before the
contest: by Frank B. Dinneen of
Ba.llylanders The Kilfinane  lads
jwoh again, beating Kilkenny 3-8 to
14, thus completing a great double.
Space only permits one further
reference to the great games in
'which Pat Butler figured —the
County final of 1804, played at the

Markets Field on August 13th,
1905, in which Cappemore beat
Ba.llzngqrr 3-7 to 1-5.

PLAYED ALSO IN- OHICAGO
During’ a spell pent in Chicago,

{from where I had a letter during

the week, written by that grand

the police were called out, the Riot to Murroe and, Araglen. Altheugh

Galbally world’s ¢hampion jumper,
J im Fahev, Pat: Butler plaved 'With

Act was read, end a dozen playele he never aetually ~competed -'fi_n

[N ——

-

eham- |
lined outy

1
beat 3

D. TCon-|

in whieh the Kilfinane: eeleer--
tion beat Tullaroan (Kllkenny)m_B-e

lads.at the Mankets ield on’ Feb‘ruu

final of the 1898 Senior Hurhng.
The freferée’s deci-|

Cappamore—the Car-|

| from:

iWheel of the car ¢ame off and they

it got pride of ~place were all flung

j{too, .in those days,
one

1lgulayr visitor to the house,

{feels the bresent-day players
| ball

day afterwards. |1
One of his gameés with Cappawhite

|

{ruhning is 2'so good,” went on Pat,

rand I think it's bad for any player
11and there
prevented ’
{would like to see old hurlers taking

games he played for the AII—Irelane

‘the County Cha
{ tler hames a

real thriller from start to stop.

]

‘matches, sometimes as much as fif-
1teen n'ules to a4 venue, snd back

the Chleago hurling team and won
'several matches 2gainst New York|
sides. On one oceasion in Chicago, |
Pat Butler was amazed to see 1|
tormer hurling comrade on the|
Araglen team, Pat. Cummins, driv-|{
ing a load of hay threueh the grea‘t
American city.

Looking back over e.ll the reat

Championship,” the Croke Cup ang
mpionship, Pat But-
mateh  against the
g Irelands at Cestleconnell as |

most exciting of them all—ag,

his

Youn
the

He walked to almost a.ll

again, then after hnrhng 3 gnard
hour.” On one oceasion. when re-
turhiing in a horse and common car |
2 match at Limerick thel

into a dyke but
Iuckﬂy no o)e was hurt.

Pat wag @50 a good referee and
officiated at local venues for many |
seasons. They had plenty of fun,
2and he tellg Of |
occasion when they ‘were|
cutting up a couple of ssh butts to
make their own hurleys after steal-|
ing them from another farmer's
land. - They boiled a pot of spuds
and a goose and worked all n1ght
at - making the  caméns, as- ‘they
¢ould not -operate during the day.
as the farmer from whom they had
Whipped the “makings’” was a re-|

ADVICE TO YOUTH OF TO—DAYl

The old veteran hss .some advice
to give the youte of to-day. He
in-
e in too much raising of the

instead »of strlklng it as it
comes to them. He says the presant
ads are  rnot as strong as  the
youths of his - time, and this he
attributes to the fact that, the old-
time player was better fed in . rough
food -against the dainty stuff of this
age. “I.would like ‘the boys of
to-day to do more exercise, particu-
larly walking whilst plenty of slow

dulg

whé continued: “1T. did not smoke,
nhould be no drmkmp-'

before playing 2 mateh. And I
more interest in our hurling clubs;
not leevmg it to men that never
played the game, as is eemeumes
the ecase.l

“And on this nete we leave the old{
hurling .champion;, with 2 parting
wish that he enjoys many 'more |
yvears to tell of the hurlmg glories |
that once .were ours. -

No. T5—Miick O{eborne of Ballly—*
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