last’ century, you, could meet there
- as

Denis Carey, Jack' McCarthy - and

- palgners..

- 105 feet from a 7 ft. circle.

" ‘breaking

- really be said to have brought hina}

_ j_;neteworthy
e e i t’ T

.--'Gellege fer the 100 ya,rds e.t B"f'_‘:,lﬁ-
" “bridge in:. May .of the same year.’
- As an -allround ‘athlete he new
~moved to the .toprun,g; of the lad«|

hurhng clubs ef early G.A.A.

vears was the Kilfinane Emmets,
who wrote their name on the
geroll of All-Ireland fame by win-
ning the Blue Riband of hurling imn

1897, thus bringing the first hurl- |

ing- title ever. to the  County- ef

Sarsﬁeld
- We first make the aequamtanee
of Denis Carey as Captain of the,
Kilfinane Emmets, an honour he
gained . whilst still  in his 'teens.
- Just then the Emmete were emerg-
ing agq a leading .Limerick Club,
and / included " in" the membershlp
as noble g band of’ Ga,els as ever
breathed God's pure air .
~  As well as a nursery for good
hurlers, Kilfinane was, at the time,
~the home of as grand a band off"
athletes as any district of similar:
size ever boasted | ’
By a. visit to Paddy Ryan’s
seheel over the old Market House,
at Kilfinane, in the 'eightieg of the[

pupils Dan Shanahan, Johnj
F}anagan Mick and Jack Connery,

They gave. their|
in thej

a host of others.
native:: district a  place
athletic history. of Ireland ‘that
time .cannot efface - distance
dim. T trust the rec1tal ef the deedg
- of one of that gallant number

.brmge back to any of the old cam-|
still happily with us
“golden memories of days that arej
dead—of times that used to be

ATHEETIC CAREER.

In 1891, when  he ‘had just
emerg:ed from. hig ’teens, Denis
Ce,rev left his natwe Kilfinane to
join the Dublln Metropolltan
Police. .

- The" f»ollowmg‘ year he made hm
debut in the athletic arena by tie-|
ing- with Reynolds of Dublin for;
the championship -of Ireland, both
competitors throwing . the hammer.

From that date until. August,i
.1922 thirty. years later,.when he|
clast appeared  at  the Tramways|
Sports, winning the - same. event,
Den_i__s---'fcarey’sv_ee.reer was one off
previous records and
creating’ new ones, 'I‘ruly an extra-
ordinary: period.

To enumerate durlng that perled

his Ve.rlous perfermances not;
alone -in Ireland, but in - Great
Britain: and, on the Continent,

- would occupy a very censldet‘able
‘space, *Nethlng more than a brlef
eutlme is here intended,
At the end of 1892 he found hlm-
self the undisputed champion ham-}j
mer- thrower of Ireland, havmg
thrown- it at Roscommon in Sep-
tember of that vear & distance of
132 feet. Incidentally, it may be
mentioned that the hammer of
those deve wWas. ef the sledge des-
- ¢cription, Wlth a. wooden ‘handle,
and altogether unllke the - plmble
missile that has since been brought
“into use and is now. utilised by the
_present—day | expenents ‘of  this
event,

The . follewmg‘ Vear=——1893 - €A

out, for not only did he follow" up|
‘his previous year’'s successeg. in the!
Trish championship. with the ham-|
mer, but he carried off the English
championship for this event, throws-|
- ing the mlssﬂe 111 the Iatter 123 ft

4

i

'1ns~_ b
RUNNING AND J UMPING

. T’urmng th a,ttentmn to: . run-f

nmg‘ and ¢ jumping; he . suddemy

- blossomed as a pewerful rival - to

~ the: champlens of the dey and a

performance Wae
th - Gerrarg:

- oL r

u = A
. [y :‘I.'r_-. . Rk
R ke

der of fame g “for more. than
- fifteen Vee,rs e,fter he: won innum-
erable prlzes ‘for - the following|
 events: Hammer-throwing, putting
16 1b. shot, throwing 56 lbs weight;
120. yards: hurdles, 100, 220; 440 a.n&
880 vards flat; hop, etep and"mmp
and pole Jump
In field" events,

Deme Cerey s:

'faveurlte wag' 'the 120 yards hur:dles 13

In this evernt ‘he had no. rival. Tt

was censudered“ a, treat m hle hey—- '

, NE ‘of the most ‘out'st'a.nding"

of a greyhound.

‘Thurdles

‘to.-

£t
Cork,

and the equally

‘in winning the hammer and
jump
-Ballshridge, the former event at|
130 ft, ‘3 ins. In the same year he
won, the hammer championship of |
[ England at 123 ft. 6 ins,

The following year Carey put up
‘a, notable performance in winningf

to.
| cleared the ﬁnal

Ibut his pluck and his

B o b e
ﬂ" :' .J\-'u- i e - . - 4
[ ‘ & - ..Ir v 4T
- - [ .

day, to witness him clearing the,
obstacles with the style and speed
He gained the
unique distinetion of annexing the
championship of Ireland in this

‘event on six occasions, five of which |

in succession—a. marvellous

were
not yet equalied or;

performance,

‘perhaps, likely to be.

'REPRESENTED IRELAbND IN
 INTERNATIONALS.

- During his time on the athletic
field he represented Ireland in her
1nternatlonals . with Scotland on
many occasions, and thrice won the|
event for his- counftry,
whilst. in 1895 he carried off the|
Gaelic quarter mile championship.

lfrom a large and select field.

Tn 1893, Carey was the first man

bree,k. James S. Mitchell's. re-
cord by throwing the hammer 121
6 ins. at the Queen’s College,|
sports, the far-famed T. F.
Kiely being second at 120 ft, 6 ins,,
renowned J ohn|

Flanagan third at 114 ft.

A menth later he was successful
pole:

championship of Ireland at|

‘the. 440 yards flat and running, hop
step: and jump chempwnshlp of
Ireland on. the same day. -
- REM. '*RKABLE EVENT.

Reundm,q: off a magnificent re-
‘cord. . in the 120" yvards hurdles|:
chamlenshlp with a. great win in|
1905, let us study a Press report off
‘that remarkable event. It reads:—
“Carey retained the 1200 yards

‘hurdles,

third. Harding was very. impatient
on hig- mark; and brokeno . less thany
four- times. This must ‘have tried
the temper of the other competi-§
tors.” not to. mention. the starter.}
At the fifth attempt the quartette
—T F, Kiely was. the fourth—got
away: to a beautiful start, and they|
took the first hurdle level. They
raced absolutely abreast for the
first “five hurdles., Harding and
Carey were: clear of the other pair
at half distance. At the third hurdle}
from. home Harding wag the first
gver; but at the second last hurdle
go. the pair were level, They:
hurdle abreast
but: Carey put in a magmﬁeent
effort on. the flat and won the best
race of the day by half a yard, with
Harvey, a couple of yards away,
thn’d_ and Kiely & good fourth, It

seem at. Be.llsbrldge None ef the}
comapetitors knocked the hurdles,
and they ran in ‘their own ground
all: the way,. Harding';sbreakingat!
the start must have upset the other
men, and Carey’'s win, under the
circumstaneces, is all the more|
memtermus He ig ‘the ‘grand old!

tman’ of Irish hurdles, and nothing!

gr&nd finish-|
ing pewers: get himr home. Netw1th—
standing the years: he has been:

takmgx an. active. part in - athletics,i in both’ events, _Amongst my. oppon-

-he ig still in excellent. ferm - in:
better then ever-_. ;
‘crédi -_J:'Hsent BT i
‘*ferd,, .R1,9;ht Rem Dz; He.rvey, xzan;;
|isecond-to_me for three: V@ama in the!

+ TIrish, hurdles chax
ALInROUND ATHIETI@ EﬁNTRLY‘

&l fact, I might sa
fore. mani ___=..'r.."?'=¢gubt&d1f ary
te hwﬁsf n&tlve district. and - tO Ire-

. _._:... ;}'rRTHER CHAMEF I@{NS 28 8 :.3

Dems C*arey shertlv afterwards
from ‘the- running' track,

retﬁed*

ing" up ‘the: olden threads, resumed
g, winning  way: ‘adding the. Irish
‘championships of 1907, 1910, 1913
and: 1914 to hig adready leng Aist.
He was seeenci for the  HEnglish
chalﬂpmﬁehrp in 1912 at 157ft. 6insy
ust ‘twernty vears after he had ‘won.
his: first. hmmr event,

I:n .&ugusd: 1899 Qa;:ey dturmg a

 1)—DENIS CAREY
of Kllflnane

=(By S‘EAMUS’ O C‘E‘AEEA’TGH}

visit. to. England. took part in no
less. than. twelve races . in three
suecessive days, nine of which he

won, INot a bad performanee for a.
boy from Kllﬁnane;
Carey’s best performa,nce

competition with the hammer was
-at Ballsbhridge in 1912, when hewon

championship ~of Treland,]
Harding being second =and Harveyyj

wag, the finest . hurdle race ever of malice,

at 165 ft., and only feuled the circle
bw two 1nches at 174 ft. 4 ins.

‘It was like a breath of old K11—
finane to visit Denis Carey’s Dub-
lin home, and I spent a, few pleas-
ant evenings there, 11sten1ng to
stories of the long ago and of the
great, great men that graced the.
Irish athletic stage in the golden
era, Very little could I ever get
from  himr concerning hlS own,
‘career, but on one occasion, when
aecempanred by- another - Kilfinane
‘Thurler and a.thlete of the old school’
—the late. William Drake; he told
‘us- some  of his story- and here lt:

is:
: “Leekm back, T may say that I
take legl‘tmete pride- in having:
won,. the 120. yards hurdles champ-

performing- the ordinary duties of
a Dublin pehtema:n, for no train-.
Eng« faclhtles were allowed in. those:
ays.,

SELECTED_ TO REPRESENT‘ [
IRELAND,

“f made my debut iy th;s com-
petltmna in: 1896, when I ran:second.
't G P My]es “"We were then
‘selected  to represent Ireland
‘against: Scotland ,at Ballsbridge a
‘month Ilater. Here I had the satis-
faction of winning by three yards
‘from Myles. I attribute this rapid
improvement to. my being enabled:
[to train daily at Trinity College
I'Grounds,. whlle on. night duty er
eighteen days.

“In . all, I competed in the hurdles
champmnsmp eleven times, the
last occasion. bemg in. 1907, and I
‘confess that the unusual circum-
stanees bearing on the result of
‘this race ranked in my memory for
a long time. |

“1 won my heaf ) easily that 1t
was - assumed I would be unbeat-|
‘able in; the final.. However, in this,

my last hurdles championship race,
I was faced witly an additional but*
unforeseen obstacle which proved
my undoing. The last hurdle was:
placed two feet further off than the:
regulation ten yards. I was actually
gliding along well in frent when,
owing to the glteration in. spacing
I misjudged the distance, and my:
rere leg, catching in the last
brought me down. I never could
elicit whether the wrong spacing:
was a genuine mistake or an act,
but. it termmated my

hurdle: racing..
“I never waon the hurdles cham—

i

pionship. of Ireland, but was
beaten: inches. on. one, OCG&SIO’I
and = was leading over the = last

1897 I won the 120 and 300 yards
‘hurdles at Notts Forest, for which
I got two gold medals,. each value

I

port.  though 1 was penalised yards

Doctor . Denevan and
,’]:he LRres
of- Wﬁtel—-

Lents were:; & |
two: Umv@reity »students

o) "'""." ".-

"'T;.etesta.nf Bidhop

SN mnehm

fh.
toak to. weight throwing, and plck--

for £10. A month later I won the]
120 and 300, wards hurdles at_South-|

“In 1894 T pull“ed m eight tugs-o’-
war in one day,

round athletic entlyl,

tug-e’-war _startéd. = Then the
D.M.P. team, of which I was &
member; beat the Govan police by
two p«u»lilss to mil. the Aberdeen
police: agnd the Mverpool police by
litke ‘margins,, but lost te the Bel—

¥ oo . oy Y

- s ey -0 e - ineae s
- _

m’

at  the Glasgow!

Police: Sports. Having made an -ali-!
I won the:

‘high jump at 5 ft. 8 ins. before the

| fast R.I.C, also by two pulls to nil..

pionships,

wonderful.
‘taking part in six different events

Immedlately after I competed and!
won the long «jump at 22 feet 2
ins., the hammer at 130 ft,, and the
shot at 38 ft. 6 ins.

“An honqur wmeh 1 grea.tly
appreciated was. paid me in 1901,
while T was undergoing a course ef
instruction. at Chelsea. Barracks,.
London. It was my spontaneous
election to . the London Athletic
Club. and. alse the London Poly~

technic Athletic Club.” :
Standing about 6 ft. 2 ins.  in|
height, and weighing over 14.

stone, Denis Carey was so beaut:eu

fully framed that he was ideally:

n built for - an athlete. No better:
proof of thig is needed than the
fact that during his career he won
over five hundred prizes of which.
ﬁfty were championship medals.

In 1907, owing to pressure of offi-
cial dut1es, he retired. from track
events, but still continued at the
hammer and again carried off the
Irish championship. In 1912 he re-
presented: Ireland at the ‘Olympic.
Games at Stockholm, and as late
as 1920  appeared at Stamford
Bridge: at the KEnglish A.A, cham-|

AMLAZING ENERGY.
Hig energy and vitality, com-,

bined with. will’ ‘pOWer, were: Slmplyll
He thought nothing of’

visits, from; one meeting to anoiher

itonship of Ireland so often, while p

and defeated

'.r-

meotion, which was

:ﬁgure in. the athletic

. ning

hurdle another year when I fell. In|

on. the same. day, or making flying:
on; suecessive days. In 1889 he com~
eted. at. Coventry, Stoke-on-Trent
and, Leeds Im succession. =~ At the.
first. named place: he won: feur
events, secured. t]:;;nrdr in -the fifth,.
in the 300 yards,
hurdles: no, less- a. person than the
record holder, Dr. T.. M. Donovan.
In addition. te all this, he trained
and: coached  the D.M.P, heavy
weight tug-o’-war - team. - which
wrested the :world’s. chammonshlp
from the I.iverpool police at Balls-
bridge in 1908,  the latter team
having beaten all comers. at the
Olympic Games in London the
same year.
And though devetlng so much
time to athletics, he never neglec-
ted his. official, duties or:- responsi-
bilities. In his early years he was
chosen, and, of course, was admir-:
ably edapted for the position of:
drill, gymnastic and general police
instructor. In this capacily he was
a marked success, and his abilities
were, recognised by gradual pro-
by no  nreans
elther premature or undeserved
That Denis Carey was a big
life of his
' country can finally be summarised
by & brief record of his champion-
ship. successes:—Pole jump (under
I.AA A, laws), 1893, 9ft, Gms. Run-
hop, step: a,nd jump - (under
| GLALA. laws), 1894, 45 ft. T ins, 440

Iyards flat (under G.AA, laws),
1894, 55. sees.; 120. yards hurdles
(under I A,A A, laws), 1898,
hurdle, 17 - 1-5. 'secs.; 1889 16. 4—5 Secs.,
1900, - 16 45 sees.; 1901 16 3-5
secs.; 1902, 17 secs.; 1&905 16 3-5

sSecs, Threwmg* the 16 1bs. hammer
from 9 ft.  circle (sundeaz I.AAA,
laws), 1892, 105 ft. 4 ins.: 1893, 138

ft. 3 ins.; 1907 127 ft. 10 irs.: 1&1;&}
1148 ft. 4 ins.: 1913, 153 ft 1914
155 ft. '

No sl -—Ban Ahee:rne ef‘ Athea

W




