 would have Ireland Irish will will-
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. _the men who re-organised the (I
famous North Tipperary Hurling

~Club, which later was known

through the length and breath. of .
Ireland as the *“Toomevara Grey-
hounds,” was a Limerickman, and |}
the subject of our sketch this week. |

- -Born at Clareen, Kilmallock, in’|]
: Richard J. Casey had a°
colourful career and a life full: of

national incidents . far too numer-
ous to permit of - being recounted
in detail in one short article of this
nature. All Gaels, however, who

- inig?ly concede generous praise. to
- Dick, as he wasg familiarly known
by his old friends and comrades, ont
the part he played in keeping the

~ Gaelic spirit what it is — uncon-

guered . and unconguerable.. -~ .
S “STAKERS.? =
- <At a wvery early age Dick showed
sign of “athletic abilities, and as a:
youth of sixteen he was starring
with the renowned ‘Staker Wall-
ace’’ Hurling Club, and played a
- notable part in securing ~many
victories for that great team.
His membership of the “Stakers”
helped to sow other seed also, for
.. that Club was founded to perpe-
tuate ‘the mnational ideals in an un-
mistakgble way, and followed an
old tradition best recalled in the
- words of the late P, J. Rea, who
explains it thus : . | '-

- The” young man who at Emly-
- grennan ‘churchyard took the sym-
- bol-of Vinegar Hill from the leader
of .. . the ‘Fastern ' division of the
county, Padraig. Norah, was Pat-
- rick - Hdmond Wallace, who in.
thé: ~‘course of  subseqquent
event. became the - “Loyal
- Staker! The  oath of the little
community - was in - a  sense
whispered. for the walls have ears
invtroublous times, and the simple
but far reaching words “death be-
fore dishonour” were passed from
nan to man, each kissing the haft
of ‘a:.pike as he uttered the signifi-
cant “words, ‘After ‘which the fatal

password was_given in a whisper,

Fancy the grandeur of the men
of this great secret society, the
Whiteboy Brotherhood, who before
they left the burial precincts knelt
in-:devout prayers. for the dead.
This sacred function being finished
with g degree of piety and sorrow.
worthy of the sleeping tenantry
" beneath those rugged elms,” the
sworn-in . members scattered - here,
there and elsewhgre, all by different
routes; until the word -went round
for the next meeting, which event
took place at midnight in a seques-
tered spot hear Moorstown, high
up the hills. . . . . .. T

.. | PAT |

And this little epitome brings us
on to August 15th, the pattern day
of Ballylanders, where ‘the inhabi-
- tants: of - the  entire adjoining
barishes- gathered 'in niumbers to
support the devotion due to the
blessed well. After Mass in that

ideal old ehurch, made all the more
historic by the spirit and patriotism
of the congregation, leaders of the’
Sogiety “thet in globo at . the ‘old

- bers. of'“the famous Brotherhood:
- renewed their vows, “death before
dighénour,”” "this time on an .¢ld;
“plunderbuss,” “kept. purposely fur-
- nished for the sacred ceremony. .. ]

When. - the - political . ‘aspect
- eoupled . with the religiolis senti-
ments of the people were honestly:
- complied with, the young men of

the. respective . localities—and they,
were - legion. — met in" friendly’
rivalry in an old field below the

village -and near the blessed wellj

for, " jumping, - wrestling, weight-

throwin % AN
Ath A

up.-with - "8 steeplechase—~better
Knowrn by the . people in - those
happy days of the more simple ex-
pression, .& fool race.  Great men

peeled off‘the Stunday garb and got|

and the herculean efforts of such

fireside gossip, the folk lore of the

"is hot generally known that f|

d generally winding|

" 'The true spirit of  athletic super-
iority was made all.the more mani-.
fest by the parishes. that produced|
|the ablest and - the . most -popularf
men, When the ‘“Whiteboys” were}
leventually annihilated it was felony|

to be seen near a blessed well, for
these wells ‘were looked- upon. by
the Castle authorities as landmarks

|for organisations ‘against the . Bri-
| tish .occupation. To -avert ‘this the
. | wiseheads of the parishes “where a

holy ‘well 'was in evidence  always
managed “to have a gathering . of
the clans. for athletic rivalry, and

it was. then that the family tradi-

tion - of ‘athletic' superiority  -was
fanned “into ‘flame, and it wasg soon

jump, .of any decent merit - ecould
‘also. weild.a hirley, a shillelagh: or
a flail, ‘and handle & rifle,. 'They
were all marked ‘men by the alert
eye “of the vigilants, and they
jumped

the administration of the “oath’” in
the-
whose bodies were being consumed
by quicklime jn the public market
squares of Xilfinane and Crossa-
galla. How faithfully  the united
henchmen- kKept their sacred word,
the bond of the brotherhood, isnow
a -matter of  history -— and the

tradition that nutured the Staker

Wallace hurlers in those memor-
able early days.. - |
After half a dozen years useful
service . with the “Stakers,” Dick
transferred to another great Club
of that time, the renowned Kilfin-
ane Emmets, for whom  he: also
did yeoman work, The Emmets
were  then at the zenith of their
power, and ‘the Kilflnane~ district
then abounded in the athletic’ tal-
ent that I have so often mentioned
during the course of these articles.
Business transfeérred Dick Casey
to Tipperary, but that did not curb
his Gaelic energy. In 1809 he re-
started and organised the famous
‘"Toomevara, Greyhounds” Hurling
Club, for which he figured as centre
or full forward in all their matches
for four years, materially helping
to secure many prizes won by this

land’ in: those days of powerful and

- | glamorous. ¢lub combinations.

Diek, however, -did * not confin
his getivities to the clash of the

{-ash, At the age of fourteen he car-

ried off all the jumping events at

“the ‘Jocal school;, a preview of what
|was to come later, when he held
| his own witha great figures like the
| Leahys, Creed and J. J.  Bresni-
113{3‘“‘ in jumping and against Paddy
ALY A _ | S Rya " S

building . .adjacent to Hennessy's| €
farin - houge, .and .there. the mem-| .

U yearly as a  popular
“khown figure at all the

leading athletic meets of the South

puntil he was over thirty-two years
-of ‘age, Dick’ Casey won’' an aver-

age of twenty-five to thirty prizes
each year, in firsts - and seconds,; a
‘very respectable " total ‘over the
long years he: flourished, . .-

- It would be impossible, and any-
way tiresome Tor the reader,  to
-Bive ths

"

that his best efforts included 5 ft.
11% ips. in_the high jump, accom-
plished ‘at Kilmallock ‘Spo

in the long jump; 9 ft. 9

'
'

absence of the poor  leaders

great team, the pride of Gaelic Ire-

give the details "of his legion suc-
cesses, and it should suffice to add

rts; 21 ft;
' LALE _ 9-ins. in the
pole wvault; and twenty- three to

Sasey |

Martinstown

recognised that the young men who|
could doa long jump; or-a - highi
| step and jump record of 50

| posed man, simple in manner, un-

DISFRICT = THAT P BODUCED | gnd all who kiew him mourn hic

loss, and will fervently pray that;
the sod may rest lightly on such a

letes than any other part or County

W ey daily
into speedy motoriety = asjf
| being' the men to be entrusted with.

assistace of John Flanagan they

that if he were subjected to the

some years after, and was buried

to a grand hurler, leaving a wife

twenty-four feet for the 56 Ibg. He

‘Wwas regarded as a very stylish per-
former at pushing the 28 lbs, and
could always with ease reach 32,
\nd on  occasionsg  exceeded 33] ML |
R, R | | 1 Standing only § ft. 4 ins. he cleared

£t.,

- Tore”

- grand old men “who have gone be-{ and athletics, This long -association|
' oo o | Daturily means valuable memories,

" "Twenty‘four ‘years all told Dick:
Cagey wag connected with hurling:

| devoted to . athletics, . He
kindly; showed' us the technique of

‘his -early . tuition.
most . charming
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and I am glad to reproduce some
of them here, as a fitting conclus-
lon to the story of another great
son of Limerick.” Here is Dick
Casey’s story asg told by P. J. Rea.:

GREAT ATHLETES

Away back! in the early ni_netiés,';-
that part of Co. Limerick stretch-]

ing from Ballylanders to Kilmal-]
lock, produced more famois ath-
in Ireland. - +
I will just mention a few of the
most notable of many who were
born within a few miles radius of
my native home; and with whom I
was - associated . and contemporary
with in their early history. |
- First to come to my mind’'s eye
was that genial, light-limbed, ath-

letic six-footer, Dan Shanahan, of|

Ballinanima, Kilfinane, whose hop,

ins. stood the test of time for over
a -querter of-a century. Dan led
the ordinary life of a farmer’'s son,
ally  working  with
shovel in his father's farm, He
went in for no specific diet, nor
carried out no orthodox system of
training preparatory to making!
his - record jump-—nor did he travel
that- Sunday morning the long
journel! from Ballinanima to Rath-
keale by motor or bike? With the

and
they jogged

procured a horse and eart,
with laugh and song-

along those rough cobbled ‘roads,|

conscious and intent only of giving
their best in ' their respective
events, But Dan had a&ll the
natural attributes of the perfect

athlete; and I venture to suggest

scientific methods of training we
now know, it is more than prob-

able he would

robust constitution, he died in his
early ’forties, but his name will al-
ways be remembered in the annals

of famous athlietes,
. “SEAN 0G.” |

Jim Hanley, “Sean Og,” I “hold,
was the greatest of all hurlers.
Seldom or ever he would train like
the rest of the team. He - was sz
natural hurler, and his drop pucks
were a treat. He never seemed to be
in difficulties no matter who was
marking him—always the same cool
Jim., The last time I saw him was
when he was hurling with the Lon-
don-Irish in Xilmallock. Another
Kilfinane hurler, Denis Grimes, was
hurling with him the sam day. I
wss told that Jim died in London,

in an unknown grave—a sad ending

and two children to mourn his loss.
Kilbreedy lies about two miles to
the west of Ballinanima and three
miles 1{o the east of Xilmallock.
Here that famous hammer thrower
—John Flanagan — first saw the
light of day, and here, too, in the
adjacent  churchyard. in his
farm, lie his mortal remains, John
was a most amiable, kindly dis-

ostentatious in general, and charit-
aple in -word and action.  Many a
Sunday afternoon I watched
him practising at the hammer,
in that field by his house, specially

ft. 0%

spade andj|

. ne would add a few more feet|
{ to his record jumps. Never of a

own!

to . athletics, - Here he
weight Dushin% and jumping, and
here  also, that “pocket Hercules”
—DM. J. Creed, of Elton— learned

“Mick” was a
most . ¢ and interesting
personality, bristling with wit and
humour, always etertaining, never
sarcastic, but dynamic in action,
- PEEMORMANCE, .

-

the bar at 6ft, 4 ins. in Celtic Park,

New York, This performance, for,

a man of his stature, has yet to be|
equall_e.d.l He was an all-round un--!

hurling, bowling and

claimed his atten

and all., “Mick”
pals from early youth and in our
“'teens” daily Ppractised our run-
ning ard jumping in “Casey’s Ath-
letic Field” or “Flanagan’s” and
often like the “dancing pair that
simply sought renown by

ther, until our energy was exhaus-
ted. Youthful simplicity? “Migk"
letft us for the great Beyond, all
too unexpectedly, all too untimely,

noble sould, o
No. 38—P, J. Kenna, of Limerick
'?City.. 3

tiring " sport — jumping, running,
| Rshing
: ion, and he was
- proficient to a high degree in each
and myself were

Vi B holding;
out to tire each other down,” we;
continued from one event to ano-

]
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