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 .was ably assisted by the good Gaels

befora that . meeting in

h G&el C
which established the the ! !&sts for reprisals in the shape of 4

turf firé, and here on Wlnter mghts
- great events_ Were recalled :

- Castle Inch.,,When a;
- flood. - enr‘reunded them

to every, Land League Comuinittee

- tween, Abbey"fea,le and.  Doon,

who looked ag it taey mignt find
-J__‘,lt ha,rd to return to 4 place so near

"There"
pwsent wnen the teams lined up.

- Already
~hig  tongue searching about his

- second rush wag saved by
hefty

" pened, but the Doon men retregted

.:I'

X Head to Cape Clear a more
euentnuelnsnc | pe.tron of . Gaelic.
athletics than = FHather Wllham;

Casey, the Well-known pastor of
Abbeyreale, and no-albuni of -great

- Limeérick a‘chletee would be com-

plete without & picture.of one who
worked so earnestly all his life for
the a,dvaneement of = our- native
'games ‘and la.nguage | |
JTo my good rriend; the. 1dte J D
Haltneu 0i. Abbeyteale ‘that mine
of 1nferm:¢tmn on everythlng con-
fiected: with His native district, 1
am indebted  for much . of tHe
material ‘concerning Father. Casey
and old Gaoelic.days by the, Feale.
Born . .at. Castlequarter, XKilbe:
helmy in the: shade of tne Gra,lteesg
in 1844, and ordained priest on July
o2nd, 1868 He spent some. time at
Banogue, Where the famioug horse
races were held in the long ago;.
and Manistér, before. moving per-

nianeritly to Abbe:yfee,le on Novem-
ber 18th; 1871, and Where he minis- ',

tered un’cil hes death on December.
20th, 1907. .
bnertiy after settlns:-* dewn in
Abbeyfeale “his act1v1t1eg opened:
with the este;bhshment of a Tem-
perarnce. -Sodiety;, ..& prass . band
which afterwards became farmious -
i the. Land League days. and ar
athletlc cluf... The last mentwred
wis i~ & ﬁonmshing pOSItI(}n years

Atnlétic Association.

The TEmperance Socisty remalned
for many years the leading social’
sanctum.of the town, It was a kind;’
of happy family then, when motor

"¢4rs _#nd even Bieycles weérd un-;

Rndwn T‘hose of the, members who
were h..;t, playing cards or draughts
were nightly grétiped about a big:

Often re—’tela Was the tale of the

three lads from. the town who were |

eng&ged ferreting  rabbits .in the
great Fesale

No - -one
could ‘or" would ‘venture to save

‘them u‘ntil Father rCn.Seyj, the darlng

young prlest who swas not. long in

the place at. the time, galloped to
the spot and. forced his - ‘hotrse into

the flood at the risk of his life, and
brotught them. ont one by one m the

nick of time. .
- Jack'~Seuillyy wasg ba,ndma,ster of

the Abbeyfeale Brass Band; which

utider  ‘Father- Gaseys patrenage'
becimé famous:: Jack Wwag Known

|

in the Countiesg of Cork, Kerry and
Limerick but wéds in his elément
when playing’ tioe- local  football
team to some: ceunty match. There
his musie mlght help the Abbey-
fedle boys to viFiory, or if fortune
were mchned to snpun them it
might at least Have some paralys-
ing effect ‘on their. opponents

A MA’I“CH WH “ON

Ohne ﬁne da,v ih the. la,t su.rnmer
of 1891, the brass band, the football
club and -the ifsual: ruster: of side
line warriors and yeutnful aspir-
antg to the colours of green and
gold, weére detrained from a special
at Patrlckswell Railwa,y Station,
and  marsnalled- by | Fatper . (;asey
outside .the pla,tform bemde ¥
brldge with pleasant’ 1nstrnct10ns
t6 face a march of five or six miles
to CroonyThere it was tnat a con-
test tfor the County. footbhall cham-
pionship was. fixed for decision Phe;
latter .a fine set oI strnng hmbed
hard faced, fearless. fooking ~nien,

7. E, Hhes ._;f-'._xfall%@ Lo, IsnatCh,.,

i *,’-‘en" e =
mnnenee crewd

was an

Father Casey was busy
alorig the side line, wh1p in hédnd,

cneeks, g gesture to stimulate a
sort of wvexed 1mpa.t1ence familiar
to everyone who knew him, which
helped more than the waip to Keep
a clear field, a task in which he

of Croom. Tae brass band sent out
one or two old Irish airs over the

field, and soon the game was 1in
motion.
The opening exchanges were

marked by some fine punts from
the Doon centres, whica a forward
just failed to turn to account. A

some
grm strokes of the backs,
then permitted and for some, min-
utes there wag even Pplay until tae
Feals men took the offengive. After
ten mmntes tense work, two Feale
half-forwardg 1n1tr0duced a dusal
pass movement, which just placed
their top man in dangerous ground,
when ne was trlpped by ah oppon-.
ent. 'This wag the beginmng of the

end, for an appeal only invited fur- {

thelr aggression, and immediately

demonium reigned in a scene
which fortunately nag sgcarcely
ever been repeated oh g foothall
field since. Better forget what hap-

to their waggonettes, and the game
wag- awarded to Abbeyfeale, and
subsequently eenﬁrmed

YOUNG MEN OF FINE
PHYSIQUE.

Tne life of the G.AA. in West
Limerick in those far-off days of
the ‘’nineties throbbed in the
county matcnes between Abbey-
feale and Templeglantine. Both
teams presented a set of young
men of such wvery- fine. physique
that anv country might well feel
proud of. Athletic, virile, fearless,
and mvnmably a,lm«est 1mposmble

(By SE

; the

own Father Casey

ithey reached the findl in 1898, 1900
jand 1904, However, the seed sownh

of the side.

, rlek
man

| '-'poslf"‘“‘on “ﬁ“ T‘f St

1 language, the late Very Rev.Father

1held beside the Temperance Hall

i was suspended for the recoverv of
a player.

ihere was semethln,c_:; to quicken'’
the spirit of a yeung Gael then |
when Abbeyfeale "and Templegian-:
tine teams met. 'The contest was |
usually a strenuous orie, and the:
balancing of accounts at the end o1
the season. seldom showed any:
great disparity in tlie scoring Dbe-
tween them, In those days when

the venue wdas either at Abbeyfeale!
or T’emplegiantlne one side of the!
ﬁeld was .kept. well defiied under

‘ather Casey's methods for a clear
ﬁeld ‘when Conny Colling, of Kings-|
land captaineéd the local team. On
opposite side usually  the
respécted Pastor of Templeglantme,
the Rev. Father Clifford—the same|
who = bred = Kirkland, a Grana
}\Ta.tlone.l winner, while afterwards
Parish Priest of Menagee.——plled his
riding crop to good -effect.
WHIP AND PCROE\l B'USINESS
Most of this whip and crop
buginess was for the most part pre-
tence on their part; but some such
demOnstratmns Were necessary
where the. pitches were unenclosed.
Of course, whenever the 'Glantine
siipporters carried over the line by
their enthusiasm, in the event of =
scoré, that side-line would then De
raked vigorously by Father Casey.
‘This, then “meant extra work for
F‘ather Chfford,, ~ when  appeals
wwere . lodged by aggmeved enthusi-

dose of the same drig for - the
Abbeyfeale demonstrators. On the
-whole the proceedings were. mostly
gobd-hiiiimhred ahd Father Casey
would insist. a.f%er a. home venue dn
‘seeing ‘that the visitors were ple,yed
outside the town by the band, so as
to lead the teari followérs away
from thé& tepiptations that might
find them playihg the whole game
over agam in some local bar :

WHEN THZEY BEAT
GHAMPIONS OF KERRY.

In 1905 +when Abbeyfeale chal~
lenged the ehampmns of Xerry,
Kllmoyley__ there was Fvedt amuse-
ment in the ‘“‘Kingdom” at the con-
mdered audacity of the ILimerick-
men. Luckuy, Abbeyfeale won the
toss and played with the wind,
‘scoring five points without reply in
the first period of play. Still the
Kerry boys were laughing, but the
wind. went down and a lovely calm
was enjoyed during the last half,
with the result that the chamipions
of Kerry never made a score.  Two
c6ld “Kingdom’ women in Llstowel
that day were heard to express
themselves thus: Why should not
the Abbeyfeale lads win when their
kicked the ball
into the field?” ‘The other added:
“Yes, and got the wind to stop
blowmg the last half time. & |
Father Casey had not the satis-
faction of seeing’ hig lads win the
County Football Crown, although

in. thoee hectic de.ys bore ample
fruit in later times, and other men |
put the Fealeside ingthe topmost

| “As a prominent Nationalist leader

S0 CEALI.AIGH)

- I—IERE was not from Mahn it verv re.rely happeried that play was

W1th the bnvs in hurhng and
| football teams. -For many yearsg in|
|has younger days his greatest de-
light was to be with the lads in|
active practice, where his v1r11e
- activity demanded no cnncessaens

from the splendid teams e
trained. felt more pride in the
1V1cter1es whlch his football .club

secured in the eariy mnetles than :
anv irophy or honour- bestowed
on him. during ; the distinguished
work. of hig active patriotic life, |

THE “PUOPLINS FRIEND.”
I will conclude with a  few . ex-
 tractg from a. news*paper tribute
written, shortly after nis death :
“The people’s friend,the brave}
pure-souled champion ef Ireland’s
rights, the zealous priest, the big}
hearted 1d01 of the poor, the
1p,a.trmt priest . of Anbeyfea.le - is
dead. Stung with grief. his ‘parish-;

ioners mourn as for 4. loving
father denarted ene. who en-
tered = ihto . their every joy and
SOrrow, whose 1nterests were

his ewn,,wztnout ciaes or distine-~
tion, who eclaimed no greater, rignt
to ea.and between thie, people  and
their treub}e_n the nation and its
enemies,’ taan Lhe preznptlngs of a
great, genercils, broad-nearted dis-
pGSItlﬂl’l}‘ allied with a. high toned
Celtic nature which always chafed
witi . stibdued indignation at: Ire-
1and’ s helplec—sness in the hande of '
her enemies. - Hig wvas a. manifold
chgrgeter,. fiot always thoroughly
nnderstbod in detall by Some wao
failed to trace, océasiconally Hhis
actions to the elmple formuia of
his life, which led s sireng‘tn to
the side of weakhess, and with the
- But it ig as & patric-- as the com- -
Oppre%ed - .

“But it is 4s 2 pa.triot as the com-
bata,nt of Ireland’s wrongs, and the .
fearless defetidert of her liberties
that his r putation lives far beyond
the humble parish of aig Jainistry,
in the rerotest. State of the 2Ieat
Western Rep rublie on the plalns of
the Soutnerw Cfoss ang wherever .
an Irishmeéy . hd§ ieund &8 home, his
noble work and sacrifices in the
ranks of the Ndtional movemert
are tenderly tredasured in tms dark
hoiir by the exilég who took hHis
kindly words of courage and ad-
vice to guide them When his exhor- .
tations failed to keep thhem where |
his heart W’G'Llﬂd nave them stay.

EVER READY TO SACRIFICE. .

and advocate of the people s rights
the general public knew and appre-
ciated hilg work, but the =zealous
self denymg n1anner in waich he
performed his missiotdary labours
was Kknown -only -to hig Divine
Master; his parishioners; and those
1mmed;ately associated with him
in  ministering to .tde ‘gpiritual
needs of his Hock. He never per-
mitted " a public ebhgatmm and
they were many. and preéssing, to
detract him ' from his sacred
duties. . Hver ready. for sacrifice;
he did. G-Ods work as he would
have  his devoted, people - do it
extraordlnarlly well? and for the
rest his phllantmphy became DHro-|

place on s&ix separate occasiohs.
Shortlv befote e died, however, F'r,
Casey learned of the success ef the
 Limerick football team that won

“tHe Amerlean Championship in 1907

and was thrilled to learn that nine-

Abbeyfesla ™men helped in the suc-.

cess, Denisg O’Connell belng captain |

ELECTED CHATRMAN eF CO.
. BOARD. y

Premznentlv associated with the
administrative side of Gaelic ﬂﬂ:ﬂllmj
for many years, the Gaels of Lire-|
eventually elected h1m Chalr-
Coupty .

| Wl’ o ti’s’ 1nct1on'r
until, 8 short time ~before = his
lamented death at the ee.rly age of
sixty-three. It was well remarked
then that though his mniind was
ever labouring for the Splrltnal
material and social elevation of the
people 4g a whole, hig heart, next
to the feithful fulfilment of the
-nacred duties of his office;, wa.s with-
the “young blood” as he used to
call them, the Gaels of the ¢ountry.
With thern his word and presence
were riore powerful in' critical
moments on tie hurling and foot-
ball field than all other influences
combined. To be amongst them
made kiny young again; _th‘eir vie- (1
tories swelled his heart with
boyish entbne fszn but none of his

selection mex ielt inore despondent
than he ¢'d when fortune emiled
the other woay, |

FLUENT GA 7 L“” C SPEARE

A fluent Gasliz spealkér, he Loelc

a keen inteéress in the }eun;g;nei.ge
movements nne wng President of
the West I »rrick QCoisde (Ceann-

tgir in the : ment days of the Gaslic
League, as well as the most. pro-
minent figurs at every Aeridheacht
for marny miles. Accomipanied by
another ardent supporter of the

|tion, and then_

| darkening

verbial. It is questionablé whether
Father Casey's patriotism exceeded
his charity—both have.  bécoma in-
separably connected with hig namaée.
It may be said his left hand did|
not know what his rlght hand con-
ferred; but this was  only for
a short tlme because . his generos-
ity. became a kind of public instito-
with him conceal-;
ment became imipossible. He gave;
all he had, and he gave always and
everywhere unconventionally: . he!
listened to those who blamed him '
for = encouraging vagtandy . and
vagabendls_mr. but dike the Great. .
rather semehew felt dlsappomted 1f |
no poor  vagrants. hung about. the

presbytery when tne day’s labours. }
were done. The world’s strays were,

ever God’s' creatures to him, and:
as one who knew Father Cgsey in-
timately remarked, Cardinal Man-
ning’s definition of a perfect priest
was never more aply applicable
than to him, ‘the flag of whose hall

door Wa.s worn by the feet of the.
poor.’

DARED THE: PRISON. FOR HIS
COUNTRY’'S RIGHTS, |

“And now -the blaw aas falien the
cloud hes settled down
n gloomy shadow o’er the land, for

Abbeyfeale its star. is set, the.
‘patriot pdstor, the only, Father
Casey His peeple khew, the sta,l-

wart breastwork, and their friend
is gone. In many an Irish home
to-night, whose rooftree he upheld,
the silent tear will fall, and the fer-
vernit brayer escend for the noblée
heart who drove the rent thief, like
the wolf. to lowlier lands: who
truly fed the poor and solaced those
in pain;, who dared the prison for]
his people’'s rights and left his
country hetter than heé found it. It
griéved him thdt her independence
stayed so long, and that he had not

McNamara, C.SS.R., Limerick,
Father Ce,sey at one such gathering,
when telling of his proposed Tem-
perance Hall in Abbeyfeale, stipu-
lated that Gaeli¢ classes should be
helg there, Father Casey later
presided at the first “Aeridheacht

be built, but which the Bilack nnd
Tans burned down one mermn
following & local ambush,

landg to keep the fleeing populace
‘at home. May God have mercy on
hig rioble. soul his people -cry, and|
may his good deeds shine like stars
with him in rest. e did his best,
and left for_other hands and better
times a bright example and a
clearer way to win his couniry’s
liberty and to. slay her wrongs.’ |
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uous and

to hurt in a matcen. Thetre was sel-

i land emanded a divided service

.- i

 One of the pioneers of the
G.AA in the county, Father
Clasey. Tremained 2 tower of

strength to the rmovement until
the end. Often and often he ex—--l

pressed regret that the more stren-
important fight for t.h(.,]

i

de:m anv need .’cor substltutec; and ‘from him at & time When hls heart




