~ whilst residing in ‘Waterville,

B died in Australia.
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IM CONDON often referred tc

by old timers as “The lion-

“hearted Condon from storied Lough
Gur” was_ probably the most
famous cyclist on a grass track:
~that the

est admirers still maintain that he
was the best grass man this coun--

try ever saw.

Mention. of Condon brmga the
retrospective mind back over: the
years to the glowing days’ of the
late 1890’s, when Jim cunshed
and remained for many years the
central attraction at grass track
meetings in Ireland.

In recalling that period a lcng
list of names  return to: memory,
for he battled in great ‘company.;
Condon figured in ‘what might be
termed the heyday cf Irish cychng
“and athletics. "

-GBCEAT FIGURES OF T’HO'S[E
| DAYS.
. Harry Reynolds had brought
hcncur to Ireland by winning the
- mile cycle championship "in record;
time in Copenhagen. Harry later
travelled five continents, - returned
to Ireland and completed a great
career at a splendid West Cork

| meetlng in 1909,

Harry's brctner, Bob, came mtc

prcminence then; Charhe
 was the idol of the crowds who).
thronged Ballsbridge when the
Tramway and other great sports
were held there. Then we had Tom
Goss, a great figure in handicap
events, though he never managed
to win a championship. He was
deservedly pcpular with the eperta
loving public, and there was gen-
eral regret when he emigrated to
Canada. And others to hit' the Irish|
lnnelight amongst the votaries of
the wheel in those exciting days in-|
cluded"Andy Kettlg, the Martins,|
the Coyles " Oliver st J. Gcgarty,
and . noteqd leemck ceileaguee in:
J. F. Halvey, T. G. Wilson, E. Caul-i

field, P. O'Donnell, J. -.J. Hurley
and P. Halvey.
Another prominent scuthern

cycliet in those days wasg T, O’'Sulli-|
van, “who, in his time won scores
of track and road events. Lat%r
e1
crgamsed top grade sports meet-
ings there., and brought all the
Irish champions—from Tom Xiely

‘and Paddy Leahy to Jim Condon} ?

.and Denis Hergan
THE GUNDON FAMILY.

Jamee J, Condon was born at|
Lough Gur about the year 1878.
His ~father's name was Rmhard
and his mntother’s  maiden :name,
Maggie McMahon,

Richard Condon owned a farmi
at the foot of Knockrue, near the
shcree pf Lough Gur, I—Ie was also
- years at hig" trade ‘at Kﬂmallack
I—Icwever, he: returned to his. ﬁarm
in time, but did .not prosper: “on.
the- land” and’ the farm was even-e
tually sold,

Jim Cenden, m his heyday, stccd
5 ft, 9 ins, 'in height and “was of |
stout build, He had two ‘brothers,
John and Da\ud and a sister
named Beeme BeSSIe and Jchn ‘on
marriage, went to ‘reside in Cerk
City, ‘whilst David _emrgrated andl

- Jim left Lough Gur when very

young, and was reared. in Kilmal-
* lock, where he adopted. his father's
trade, shoe. making,  He- worked at

~that trade in Kilmallock until he|

-years -of

‘was twenty-five
tamlly returned

when the
Lough Gur.
Jim Condon marrled Madg
Hazel, a native of Hospital, and
they had one daughter, whc after—
wards emigrated - tc Australia.

age,
tcr

The subject of our sketch com-
meneged cyeling ‘whlle he wags in
Kilmallock, and won many prlzee
- His favourite track event was the
" three mile handicap. He spent ten
. years in Lcugh Gur, and durmg'
that =~ time cycled t-_ numerous
 sporting fixtures. L
~ His favourite- mode cf cenvey—-
“ance then was by jennet and car,
~driven by Charley Hayes, who. re-
 tains ‘many pleasant ‘memories of}

[reland of his generatrcn |
produced, and some of his stout-.

'wae a great eld Gael m h1s day,

Peace :

| press reports of the leading sport-
ing gatherlng*s durmg‘ the dozeh orj.

| ceuntry

dust cycled tc Kllmalieck I—Iospltal

-meals. so thHat it'ig remarkable how

JI'S CAREER AS CYCLIST. | SUSB. clrcumgtances.

- swimming,

"Nevertheless,

‘Duyblin street he was’ struck in the

~ the great wheelman, and was re:la
cently able to give me- some inter-"

(Mﬁ%dmd

W
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‘and captained the Bruff hurling
team. at one time,

Charley . regularly dreve J im- to
the Markets Field, leerrck and
'to “ether sporting’ ﬁxturea., They
brcught ‘the " bicycle: in the car,
held by Jim, ‘While. Charley drove
the 3,ennet

Mick - I-Iyland Knocklcng‘, with
Jlm and Charley, used also. walk

to le&rl(}k
meeting, a hurhng1
| meeting the Cmmty
G.AA, They generally met at
Longford: Brldg*e near Herberts—j
town, befcre prcceedmg to L1me—

rick. -
er Cendcn Was aleo a boxer cf

“mateh, or a
Beard

repute, having “won : treph:res and|

a title in- light. welght at’ Kﬂmal-—

leck and T .-.:,-._erlck
IULD._ ALMOST DEFY

IDICAPS,

of Lough Gur

 sleeps his last sleep

‘his passing, and many fributes
were paid fo his memory. Bécauge
they were written by old friends,

to .attend “a SpOI‘tS_

Anetherﬁ Eruff ‘Gael - wh'e“ k!,new

J1m Condon . well, himself a cham-|

pion hurdler: Wlth Bruff and Young
Treland” ':ln later years, and a true
soldier “Ireland “when brave
hearts were needed, Willie -Hogan,
tells- me that. he saw .Condon, one
day in Bn to give a rcund of
the fleld to’ eppcnente, go off on
his' own, catch up “on the whole

‘group, bl:ea.k h1s cham and discard |

‘his'-machine, mount = an ordinary

bicycle and win the race..
Actually, it seemed " almost im-
pesmble to - handicap . Condon out

of a race. “Even prOmlnent eyclists!
were . in recéipt of long" handicaps|
from him, and the gradual way m .
which. ke overhauled the limit men)-
who: were often in receipt of’ two |

laps. of a lead, was almost uncanny
in its art. He ‘had brain as well das
prawn. It is doubtful 'if any ath-
lete ever elwceeded in-winning a
greater number of ‘prizes thah he,
and it ig said that the number of

first prizes won by him easﬂy_

reached ‘the four figure number.
Certainly & glanée  through the

SO yvears fc’llowmg his debut at
‘Kilfinane Sports on “15th ~ August,

1895, would confirm the statement |

that he was supreme during a
golden spell in Irish athletics, He
won with' ual ease at distances
from half—a—mne to ﬁve, and often

mgs during a season.

He knew all the great athletes

of his day, .and ccmpeted agamst- -

leadmg‘ wheélmen the
T.ocal- centempcrarles who

used - travel -and - pariicipate with.

the

h,lm at ixturgs in . many centres
were.. Ned Caulfield of Hospital,
Patrrck ‘O'Donnell ~ of ‘Bulgaden,

and :J. J Hurley-of Rath Luirc.

DID NO TRAINING IN MUDERN J
o SENSE.

Jxm did not train for cy‘clmg in

the senge that we speak of it to-

day. In fact he did :not train -at all,

and adjacent towns. And, it is well
to remember there ‘was no such
thlng‘ as eteamrclled roads then.
Neither ‘did he
tion to health rules, and often was
at fault in neglectmg even his

he attained the fame .he did under

+Algo~--fond “of -shooting - -and
Jim left his beloved
ILough Gur at the age of thirty-
seven, and went to reside in Dub-

lin where “‘he led’ a roving life.|
‘he " maintaineed his)

1nteregt iR athletlcs ‘and acted as|

Judge  .at Metrcpehtan ; “sports
meetmg .
Sad to relate, Jim had traglc

end. - One day while Walkmg a

j tr .
-ccmpetmg at thirty .or forty meet-" tracks

pay much atten-|

.in. Clonakilty

|the train’’ havmg“ departed
time before he ‘gfrived in the city.|

head and shculders by timber in|
a pdssing. lorryt.  The wounds be-
came septic, .and. cancer deveIOped

CON:ON

C EALLAI GH )

in Dean’s
Grange Cemetery. |

Thousands of admirers every—'
where learned with deep regret of

I Wculd 11ke to 'glve extracte frcm_'
twc of these, |
 FROM HOSPITAL
Frcm Hoapltal thle "
came: .
‘James J,; Condon -was ehamplcn_

trlbute

. struck cut fcr the ccast tcwn and

-cernmga h;m at the time :

dicap Condon——the Kilmallock man

| next best man on the field,’ start-
1ing off the limit. He had no train-

ring

cyphst in his day and was a woh-
derfully expert, vigofous and
clever wheelman, It was a treat to
see himg steadﬂv wear down the]
-b1g handrcap he had so frequently
to face, and the spectatcrs gener-

see him overtake and beat com-
petitors who were laps’ ahead of
him in a race,

Jimmy Gcndcne centemporanes-

| cf forty and mcre years agc, speakj

"

The La»te J J. Cﬂndofﬂ. ‘

stlll Wrth reverenee akm to awe cf

his many exploits on cycling
Native of Lough Gur, he
develcped a rugged Iram,e and
iron constitution on the hllls

around the lake shore.
He took early to athletics and

{ found . congenial ccmpamenemp in

Hospital, being encouraged in all
his cempetltlcne by B. J. Mitchell
J. J. Power, solr,;
Michael Curran and others. Doy;an

‘tof Irish cyclists at the beglnnmg

of the century, his name "was a
| household word, and he was a!

familiar figure on grass tracks all}|
over the country, With his genial}-

smile, gay and cheery tempera-

ment and care free disposition, he}
-was the jolliest of company

was as popular in somal hfe as he
was in the sportsfield,
MARVELLU’US AGHE[EVEMENT

And now a 11tt1e mc1dent to
serve to 111ustrate the calibre of
the man and his prowess asg an
athlete Hayving entered for gll the
cycling events at a SpOTts. meetmg
“he eet off cyclmg oh-
a certain’ unday morning’ from
‘Hospital to TLimerick “Junection,
hoping to get a’ train there fcr

Cork.

]

to make the ]curney on ~wheel to
the Seuthern Capital, where ‘he
might = st_rll be in time for' the
“Spemal” going to the sports.

Luck was against’ ‘him, however,!

A lesser spirit ‘might. have

| cement tracks,

itrain and cyecled to Clonakilty, to!

ally went wild “with enthu§1asm to;'Wln his races, and proceed awheel

fat Dungarvan next day. An

| rode down to XKilbrittain and won
| three races from scratch on an old
{ ecrock of a cycle he had borrowed.
+Poor man was unemployed then.
 ¥e cashed the order for goods]
% 1 which he had ch-———a welcome and|
2 subetanual sum.,

{with his money—a noble, selfless

- | never forgot.

Martlnetewn.

Tom Hayes,i

and|

He arrrved too late but decrded.

scme 3

been|

daunted 'Not so Condon. Remount—-

estmg detaﬂs cf hlS career C“harley from whrch he dled And ncw, he IIIE' hig blcycle and facmg Weet her

reached Clonakilty in time for the.
sports ‘meeting, setting the §eéal to
a. marvellous “achievement by’ win-
ning all the cyclmg events on the
programme. ~

WHAT “OAI{»BERY” HAD TO.
SAY.

An.d now, to conclude. let us see
what “Carbery”’ had to say con-

on a grass track in hzs generatmn
Beautifully buiit, he could drive a
bicyele like & rallway train. He
won huhdreds of prizes. At one
period Denis Power failed to han-!

could win the five miles
handicap from' scratch ‘with

- eycele
the

opportunity on cinder or
| but he beat them
ali--Reynolds, . Pe and
Meade amongs t the number and
he often rcde sixty miles tc a

meeting. He once missed the Cork

through Cork and Youghal to win
II‘OH
man, he travelied many fields and
suffered his share of buffeting
from a hard world. But Jim Con-
 don was the noble soul. to the end.
I remember a day in 1909 when he

Affluence came
his way, but Jim was always. free

man. It is a solace to kncw that T
often befriended hlm And he

No. 37—Richard J Casey, cf




