- tlme
| keep fit, 1
- The Gaelic invakion of 1888 was [|DP
a- bad affair for Ireland,
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1 would be foolish to think that the|:
Ga.ehe invasion- was the first im-
| pression of the Irish athlete on
'} American civilisation.

who i‘eught for American freedom;;'t William Prendergast was the!
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having won her

athletic records - ex-
a ‘century,

As amateur

in the grim game of the reveolu-i
tionary war learned the swift, sure
stroke -of wctery
fields of Ireland.

The II‘ISh name has always been
associated thh feats of strength,

eed Jumpere Th.e elaim th_at base—
ball ig Irish in origin—a direct des-
cendant of our rounders game—de-

men of Irish blood -havé been, and
are, prominent in all the ehempwn—
ship teams.

THE. IRISH GAME OF
HANDBALL.

The Irish geme of handball is
very populan in America. There
are handball courts in all the big
cities and most of the colleges. The

‘Olympic' "Club pf San “Francisco

makes the game a speciality; the
Young Men's Christian Association
reserve $pace in most of iits :gym-
nasiums for the sport, and the pro-
fessional high-galaried baseball and
boxing stars rvegard this Irish pas-

for it
robbed her of some. of her reddest

press glowed with praise -of |

’ the physigue and bearing of the

{1 of e,pprevmg eemmielnt l
| athletes were the flower of Irish |llvided an
| manhoed—her champions and re- | s abundance of

cord holders and two teams of

Limerick ~men:
{ Dromin; Willie Real of Pallas; Dan

and alcholic ‘drink wag the subject |
The Irish

crack hurlers.

SEVEN LIMERICK MEN ON
VISITING SIDE,

- On the visiting side were: seven

Dr. J. C. Daly,|

Shenahe,n, Kilfinane; Dan Go‘dfrey
:[of Murroe; Jack MeCarthy, Michael |

1 and Jack ' Connery-
Wallece Clud.

speeta“tore, Dr. J. C. Daly

| existing
| slinging the 56lbs. by three inches,’

 { the -same migsile

of the Steker

At Boston, befere ten thousand

......

record of 261”1: 6%ins. for
26ft. 10ins. At Madison - Square
Gardens, New York, Daly threw
26ft 91ns for

| second place, to again beat the re-

féord, and -J. C. Mitchell of Emly
’wen ‘the ‘event here with a threw
t-a-%:f_;...;i:'..._;:;ms . 1dentmel Wltfh Il)aly s

—
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| ised.
Q%g‘cglr%?at1en ‘of some fifteen clubs

‘team

2INONSSL

eereem “champion’ mlle‘r ,_
%ﬁmmy, ' rinter. and % Junfi—
per, and Vg “Prend ergest emnei
one-time ; Sei:ehretm % jff Central
C}ouncﬂ of.a.-f;,,___.e 1} — E CLUBS

R STABL SHE |

These r;a,lhed ‘hnndreds of other |
"youngt Trish ‘emigrants and soon
|ootball and athletic clubs -were

In a short time a con-

| forgne
'York 'Brooklyn and

- -

| diﬁ‘ident “but

Irlshmen in New
e Jersey Cltgé
tablished. Games W€
esat Wvodzxd%angreslg.a%gae;

Islan e
Tong the events drew

was
played
wood,

large erewd
e, infinen:

Sedth and Tast
‘but it extended
‘thirty yea.rs AZ0 W
ary - h*llfi
coast 1o

played in

f ‘he Pamﬁe

Conne
T‘l“ﬁxfnﬂhe greate'et runners

f d  ever produced e.nd
sﬁgﬂd’s vecords for the
‘guarter,. mile, and one
“miles.

- Nek Kennedy,

gradulally,

made their

Coast.

' America - i

man ran
He waved &
and If.heuted
‘as he came -
series of ]?Ec ] I{\T’S ¥ AMEE

fame - &a$

flag over his

John' Fia.neg&ms
| weight thrower

{time and again
—from the side,
| fellow. from stand,

two hands,

but:

it}
The boys |, Kiely

on the hurhng f

endurance and eglllty, disregard for
A denger eggressweness and pluck

serves credence from the fact that

The New |

broke th‘B 33

ce ef the G.A.A. Wﬂs

nown _OﬂltS‘Lde the
ractmally unk L MRy Years,
and
hen the Tlppe‘—’"
great

et tour games were
chJa the big cities right to

ldare was
ff of Ki ﬂ_fw

eld! quite a number of 'prizes ‘hefore |
three- |
and a half

of Ca,shel won

championship™ of
the cressmeu?atg{ he Pﬂmsh was

highly dramatic, for the Tlpperary

his rivals.
away = Irorml head,

“Hurrah for Cashel”
“to the - post in a
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has “travelled to

l1ands where such- sports are un-

/ world's records,
known. He mademth the 56 1b0
n

Caherllne

=beth hands from a seven :feet

| the- then vast British
I wals all round champlon of Amer-

i

tjat
{to the County
‘{their activities were often subord- |
u%eii'id to the peheles and rivalries
SO

| men. Their abstinence from tobacco AN ABUNDA‘NOE OF PLAYERS. |

circle, no follow, and ~with, un-
limmited run and follow. His
world’s record with the hammer

‘was made at Celtic Park at aj

sports meetmg ¢rganised by the
‘United Irleh SGCIetIE:S of New

Y Ork.

The feats of Martm Sherlda.n
. who represented America at the
‘brought. joy to .every man of:
Irish Dbirth
-world.” Sheridan won more points
‘than the entire representatives of

Empire. He

in 1905—a title that Tom
won in 1904 and 1906.

-ica

first to declare that Gaelic Games
| should have a park of their own..

He was scoffed at by many foi#
il whom he broached the subject,
tbut the few

lIoyal souls who!
aided his efforts were worth a
legion, and the <Celtic Park
Grounds were opened in 1898.
IDEAL FOR ATHLETICS,
rI“he place was ideal for ath-
letics and many. weight and jump
records were broken, K there. The

club that organised the Celtic!
1 Park Grounds was known as thel
- Greater New York Irish Athletic|
- Assoeiation

and- it gradually

i gathered a body of all-round ath-|
|'i letes, and won honours in all thel
1 big meets on the Atlantlc sea-~ |

board. -
John Flanagan Jomed in 1901
His coming marked the era of

fsuccess that Ilater made the club

the greatest athletic organisation
in the  world.

In 1891 the “G.A.A. of America”

| was formed in New Yerk It had
an excellent exercise to []@ chequered existence in itg early |
{days, and was dormant for leng-s.

hurlmg certre, -

ermds ‘The teams ‘at that. time, as
present, were” mainl; e.ttached
Associations, and

body.

Still the nucleus of an associat- |

yion continued to exist, and the
iconstant influx from Irelend pro-

players.
The Irish Countles Athletic Uj.:nea.
was formed

offered

—gilver medadls for the State football
and hurhng: chemplenshlpe

J une, 1904, end the games became:
S50 popu]er that it was 'soon found
negessary to secure extra grounds.
- As the games grew in popularity
and prestige we
‘many

ciated with their development and

in all parts of the|
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By SEAMUS .’CEAI.LAIGH)

| TI—IE success of the Amerieen

athlete ig the result of the in-
Gaelic sports in the]
| United States. Prior to the Gaelic {|
| invasion, as the -American tour of !
| the Gaehc champions on athletic !
| fields and crack hurlers of 1888 was
{ called, Columbia had none ,
-. sprmt records; now she practically |.
{ holds them e.ll
| laurels through the example and by
+ the aid of Irishmen.

mﬂuence was used to edvence*
the popularity .of the- games;
whilst his athletic  ability helped
much in restoring a lot of the
old time mastery of the Irish.
He was seen to most advantage
in America over the one-and five
mile distances- and many of the
trephles he won ‘are now the

| prized posse £ hi P
''Olympic Games at Athens in 1906 prized possession of his -brothe

a priest - in ~Houston,. Fexas, and.

Leeder "
. DEATH UNDER, TRAGIC

11 conclude th1s article;. -

reaching

Celtic Park be-
jcame a rendezvous for all levers
{ of manly sports and a mecea for
_.the exiled children of the Gael. o

| NATIVE 'OF GREAT HU “
R RLING_

- CIRCUMSTANCES, .
| Denny Connolly died- under Very'
tragic mrcumetences, as «can be

| ’leerned jrom: an:-appreciation-that

appeared in. an American paper of
the period, and with which I will -
"éennolly,

“Denny (‘Racer’)

| Captain of the Limerick hurling
jteam, and a former track ath-
t lete, had his last race with death

in the icy waters of the East
River eon - Friday, - February 28th,
1947, when he made & despera.te
a.ttempt to swim, to safety after
the snow plough he was driving
plunged into 'the icy waters at
145th - Street, but was drewned
when - ice floes prevented - his
safety. . .
- “The tragic death
Limerick Gael has caused wuniver-
sal mourmng ‘among the Irish
pee;ple of the  Greater City,  for
‘Racer’ Gonnolly was  a well-

‘of this great

'knewn figure in both Irish and

 athletic circles. When Denny &

a track member of the Old Round
Tewer A.C, the writer ta,gged him,
with. the name *Racer’ The
subriquet seemed to SU.lt the
fleet-footed. Garryowen boy * for. it

remained with him. down tnreugh
years.

| G
“A netive of that greet Limerick
Ceherhne Denny

L

?

:

in 1904 and made |
|Gaelic_football very popular.
[New York “Daily  News”
“ltwo sets of gold and ‘two sets of

The -

in l? owen fifteen.

acquired: the art-of ash. Wleldmg
‘at- an -early age and while still in
‘his “teens played . for the honour
of the ‘little village.} While with
‘the U.S.A. forces” in tne recent

world war he v1$1ted Ireland, -

|e1ept beneath the old roof iree,

1played hurling with ‘his, na.twe
. ‘Caherline, mtnessed some Dbig
hurling and football games,. -and -

reEurned delighted with - his: trap

_“Since his first  arrival in New
“York he has been a promment
ymember  of the Limerick senior.
hurhn,g team- and last year cap-
‘tained the hewly organised Garry-

He was a fast and
|flery ' centrefield player whose
speed and long aerial drives made
nim an outstanding hurling figure.-

find the names of -
great Limerick men asso-_

Eternal peace to the soul of
ﬂeet feeted leemck Geel i ttne

T
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progress. In later -years few left |

8 bigger impress than the subject

- of “success,
ticipated mostly, in the 100, 220 |

of Irieh games.

of  our sketch this week—Dénny
(“Racer”) Connelly of' Caherline,

- A kinsman of the renowned Jack
O'Grady, world’s champion weight
thrower, Desany Conneily was born
in.. the wyear 1905 .and gave early
evidence of his love for athletics
and of hurling—twin pastimes that
were alweys pepular in his ne.twe
Caherline,

He came to maturity at a difli-
cult period, when Ireland was in
the throes of the fight for Independ-
ence, followed by the unfortunate

th { - civil strife, and his first blossoming

was with Limerick CB.S., in the

‘Dr., Harty Cup competltlon during

the progress of which he shone and
,helped materially in bringing the

famed trephy te the Sexton Sireet

mdeboerd
| TG FORE WTTH
CA LADS.

During his scheoldays he wdas
he left for the metropolis to con-
tinte his studies at the Albert Col-
lege, durmg which period he parti-
mpat;d in tl:ie 1D'uﬂ:)lm gounty cham-

ionship . and  league ties

P Pickgd for Li%nuerlek juniors a
few séasons, he participated as re-
serve with the seniors in a few
of  Limegrick’s earliest Natxone,l
Hurlmg League engegements

- With Tom"~ Wyglsh’ “Cross
Country fame, Paddy Ryan, the
ma.re.then, and others; he helped

in founding an athletlc club, which
was represented at . - many Sports
meetihgs threﬂgheut the ceuntry
and ,W”ith a eeneldera.‘b‘le degree
Denny Cennolly

and 440 yards ‘and had col‘lected

leaving for New York. On the
day of his departure he was act-
ually entered for the 220 yards
flat champlen;shlp of Munster and
had . planned it for. hle last race
in the old: countiry. An earlier
than expected departure of the
liner -deprived . him of that ﬁnal
plmsmﬁ'em IN
NEW Y()
FOR IRISH GAMES, RK
On ‘arfival in ‘the city of the

‘great sky-screpere he 1mmedm,tely

cantacted his native sounty or-
ganisation, and was soon recog-

| nised as one of the leading Gaels .

in. the playing and propagation

As Captain of
the Limerick hurling: team his

without follow,

par-

a. regular reeder of the “ leenek. o



