XKTE - visit - Borzigene

' theﬁe meet

(By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH)

\A feor  our

eth}etlc star thhis week and:
Michael J. Cerbett -
who opened a very sueees-efu}
¢caréer in 1924, while " still of" ten-—
der yeais: '&nd won eemethlng

-over fi¥é hundred prizes before he

1

pion ships

instance. The
Hurdles—won by M. J. Corbett of
Dublin City Harriers, who, run-
ning his first race over hurdles,

for

beats the far famed Guineys of

Duhallow to take the na:twnal
t1t1e He was helping the Guineys

1944-—Won the
Jump and Long Jump,; s,ecend

-ship

9th September,
440 yds, High
in

Menarsterbmce

the 100 yds and 16 1b. Shot.
In thie AlI-:-Reund Champion-
of ¢ Treland, . decided at

Crumlin on 30th September 1944,
P V. Gulney

lmﬁ Wp his spikes i in a mid-week try-eut deelded he | the winner was |
AE aH rwn£ perfoll%mlegi‘? 501:‘ no | wasn't too dusty ~himself and | with 5404 points, ML J. Cerbettt
mean abmt3‘r tlle princlpal évents | stepped in to take the horours, | being runneér-up with 4:870 poin S
‘i whicly he figured were the 20| “And the three miles cycling— Others competyngq were ey
ards hirdies, the high and won by Matt Kelly of Rownd | McGrath, “Cpl. " J. O’Brien, P |
¥ nrdi ,t g long -- G C. F. Cogx,
.‘l"ffmﬁls, the hop, step and jump; Tower, world record holder for | Martin, D | umey,f F. -'--Mji
'the 220 yards and 440 yards flat. | the 25 miles and Erish record | E. Tobin, and Cpl. L. Moran. M.
And o get the baekground to holder for 50 and 100 miles, | J. Cerbetjr WOII the iEIep, . Step
“his deeds we take a took at whose last lap was electrifying as | and Jamp at 40 . 8% me and
_thoge with whom he corapeted: | 15 SWept away from the fleld to | the 110 metres Hurdles.:
“Pam Wall, the Guiney brothers— Wit Pglhng “ﬁT DOUBLE. : HIETIC CLUB.
Tim, Jaéck. and Pé.&dy---a,na thel:r‘ “H rdl%B'E oha UBL] o b bt Michael Cerbett took - @ great
_causin, Dave; J. O'Keeffe, Gon | tyen Y bt Oﬁ dod tm‘pllpﬁ 5" ‘%i' 816 interest in the - development of
| Sheehan, Dick O'Rafferty; Dehal ins 1131 ?:% ¢ he hc ea E athletics during his .years: in
.O’Flanagan efnd his brother,' stopped 'Jun‘fpmg,lg his 5$ mc nd  Dublin - and e{:h mireh applé’le{;emtgd
|'Brendan; Fergal Flynn, the |handicap leaving 6 ft. 3% ins. Tor %esturgf wes. sﬂfrerfjreggnta mn) th)e
‘Appleby. brothers, Paddy Flanagan |the scratchman to aim at. Tom Dlm h - Murrintown P Pierces-
of '_ﬂ-ells Bill MeKee Belfgst; J. | Wall'  and  Paddy Gumey “re- | rlne% e pIine The Secretary
J, AFEY, -I J. McGumneee J. J. Sponded brilliantly, clearing 6 ft. oW

anneuncing the gift to ‘a club
meeting 'said the dénor was one
of Treland‘s fer‘emest athletes and
was runner-up i theé .decathlon
championships. When he~won the

2 ins, and narrowly failing at 6
ft. 3 ins, in a duel that gave the
great crowd its biggest thrilll of
the a.fterneen Consider th at

Q)’Denneu ‘Ned Tobin, D. Walsh,

. Lest;tangze Joe Kelly, the Cork
hurler; J. Murray, Martin Egar,
| K "Sheehan and G.° Lillis — to

'mentlen only thoge that goimg. there was’ neither pit nor saw- £ 1941 he was
| readﬂy to: mind, | dust and youll appreciate -that gﬁﬁtg&l r&,ﬁi tghee ggst time since

MUB;;F IB:%ETTbEﬁ,BLE Ef;:e‘!&YS T {:)hifs (ilun;{:'mg, Fhat was Cor-| " g " Pisdalls days, and was
| 1chae or prizes e ett’ ouble }
{ their own story of unforgettable | “Young Walsh of Reund Tower -?111%%5 he%cilleer ,gflaff;e;r’? : Spé‘?iémfiﬁ"e
days ‘and thrill- p‘ackﬂd ‘episodes | had one, top, in the half and

trophy weuld be a great incen-

jon far flung fields. There is al- tive to them,’ it would be knowix

mile cycling, buf most spectacular

| most a  “story? around every |doybl . - '
'_;t‘mphy‘ but where is thé" space to duﬁ? 901,&?;% Anla ﬂeerﬂg Ongguﬂ;&‘f ‘ag. tlre Corbett Perpetual Chalk
| 8lve them? We can only 160K | Charleville in the mile and four - lenge ' Cup and ' offered for the
|- througlt a ‘““colléction™ of silver | miles He ran two brillisnt races Club  champ ionship. A great
{ cups; - che.mpmnsmps an d other and is without question the most henou  bad. been }pe:.d the Club
| medals the dozen, clocks, | prommising middle distance runmes | 2h0 the cup would always remind
|- waitehe, ﬁi&esld‘e chairs, 'eenteen‘e Ireland has produced for years them of a great athlete and a
“of cuﬁt‘le‘ﬁ‘y, ‘bredkfast and’ dinner | Syt he's” doing’ too much gf 1tr gentlemarn, Wwhé wds also " a
| sets, silverware of all J;;.; es; ever | For his own .sake and the. sake sportsman of the h1ghest degree.
| stoes” '&nd pipes, ap'd niarvel HOW | of what athletic honours -he could | g onokner, incldent I his —career
{one man could win the‘nq g; DaE~ bring to this country he must b deserves to be recorded. A horse
| Heularly when' we reglise that he M St b€ | attached to a cairt took fivight

persuaded not te run hlmeelf out

before reaching the top. A

| had m&ny ether eperfmg 1nterest&g between Borrigone and leerlck
BIGGEST DI SAPPOINTMNT

| besides athletics, " and 'devoted

| mveh titme fo the‘se ether p‘ur- Michael,, who happened "to be

120
“{year, In 1345 he had two ehem- :
" | pionship sectonds i the Hastern

4 career .
141941 Tramway Sports at Croke
I Park
1 tinual
'_ ‘Take the twe A]l Ireland Cham-

Dubhn and B

| usual mode of travel
1500 c.c.

1 later,
1 got around quite well on 'a tan-
| dem,” With his wife as teamsmate.

lwas

leerwk minors
11928 For
| Sedisons  he
wceuntm

1in ‘many Eéinster

l midfield for their:

; I'timé of

and: the Hop, ;Step and }umij

L

‘jmedal

eﬂver ‘medal,” being

| TR

¢ tifiéenw  wun

{useful

- -Feynes
simons second, and M. Conway |

1 suits..
1 He tra,velled W1de1y, e.nd was ae'

n,nue.l competitor at mcetmge in
elfast, and in towns
-in Ceu*tles Armagh, Sligo, Galway,
“Wexford, Wieklow, Carlow,

Waterford Kilkenny, Meath,
Weetmeath ‘Roescommon, Louth
Kildare; Clare and leer1ek. His

was a
Norton. #aodter cyele, but

durmg the war years he

ADE HURLING MARK AT 16.

At sixteen,
mekmg-
fiéld,

the Borrigone
‘his mark on the
hurling -and -
at Thurles
thée following ~three
-W"d‘* then had
promiging hurling elde, and played
champlenshlp
games with *them,

Later he joined the
Yeung

Dublln

] won many" medels a.nd champion-
I ships with thém.  In 1937 ‘he
| helped St. Dymphnas win e.
| Dublin County Junior title. ~ - '«
Michgel ‘won ' two All-Ireland }
Champmnehlp tl,tlee in “the 1520?'

| yards hurdlee“thet for 1941 in a
and again. in

16.1 secs,,

- 1945, When hls tl,me wag 17 secs.

e

lad

played - with
in

Fi ured; with Wlekllow,-

Irelands side, ard playmg.-
senior string”

15 4-5 secs. fer the distancea

were  Donasl
Guiney and D. MeGrath. I broke
very fast knewmg Donal was so

| At the:
gsevelith  hurdle I had at

What Mlchael ‘descri bed ag his
biggest d1se.ppemtmen*t ‘ath=<

letics was associated Wﬁsh his
-_effert to ‘deéfend his hurdles fitle
e,t Iveagh Grounds in 1942

“1 Was a very fit man,” he told - ing

me, “and I would say I was at

my peak as an athlete, During ' frem Bﬁrmgﬁne |

training I

frequently clocked

On
the day of the meeting I Was

drawn for the secorid heat
which the other -partici ante
" O'Flanagan, J. J.

fleet and led all thhe way.
| least
three yards  advantage .but “on
reaching ground from this jump
the spiked shoe on my left foot

broke clean in two and was
tripping me. I tried to Kkick it
off befere reaching! the eighth

hurdle and theé attempts +6 do® this
left me about 4%

feet
_eighth obstacle.
But worse still was to follow,
when I put my right leg clean
between the hurdle bars and
crashed and saw m tlﬁle go with
the falt, =~ THE even%l was a final

risitng for the

-} between the brothers Flanagan,

Brendan Just winning in 16 2-5
secs,, with’ P, V. ‘Guiney
"and Hergen fourth. 'The next
"yeéar I ‘was there age.ln ‘but was
CJeft on my mark, and did not

All—IreIand INLACLA. Chapien—_.

‘provincial tests—the Leng .Iu_mp I.Shlp meeting at Dundalk had

He ‘drew’ the standard: ‘bronze |

in the dll-round Chama-
| plonshlp of Ireland in 1943, a#d |
" jthe followmg year secured the

second to P.
Gmney for the ehamplenshrp
the spegial - ‘provinéial compe- |
der ‘Leéinster
auspices he won  in the

hurdles

-and was_second at the High|
;ﬁ’ J ump.. For the 1945 Dublln
ehan’lpwnsmps ‘he heat P, V.

 Guiney to win the H1gh Jump- »

and was second to Lillis in the
"120° yards Hurdles.

OF GOOD ATHLETIC STOCK.
Michael Corbett came of good |

athletlc stock, his father being a

A8 a

won the beys

| 1000 yards
Sports,

with T. Fitz-}

third. It is of 1ntereet 1o note
that Fitzsimons was - o  of the |

famous Pat Fitzsimons of Mount |

Pleasant, the great hurler of
other de.ys

Hurlmg took most of hie time .
} d&rmg his le,te ’teen,s aﬁd almest'*“
1 all tﬁreugh his twentles a’nd‘ it
| wag' I9th July,
‘name of Corbeft began appear-
| ing regularly in the press raports |
| of athletic sports threugheut the

194:1 ‘bétore the

country. The’ paper of ' ahove date
opened a new chapter in his
in this. fashion: “The

on' Saturday ‘was - one Ccon~
thrill for a record crowd.

Counreil |

H A

| cychst as partner on a |
tandem to the ever popular J.
B, Halvey of Limerick.
| youth' of tender years he had his |
| mtmd’uctlon to athletics when he |

at |

et 5 ft 10

-this to say: “Hven as’ things
| were, w1th the traeck ﬁedden and

the rain peltmg dowr, nineteen-

. years-old J. J. ‘Barry of Ballin-
eurry, put up a really remarkable

- performance in winning the four
miles in 20 mins.,

etences
¢ He didn’t run that race —
. Swam 1t ’

| REGAIN'ED THE H:URD- ES

he

o ’I‘here Were rio 'rea.l surprises,
- excepting, perhaps J. Cor-

bett's regaining - the hdrdles :t1t1e.1.g he won . the 220 yards and wW&s

. second
' Corrigan Park the foltfowing day.

the.t he Iast held in 1941, - The
e‘x—Rescrea ~ champion, J. Lillis,
‘was strongly. fancied to take the

‘honour and confirmed early 1m- " Appleby brothers, F. RBaird and

' pressionsg’ by beatmg Corbett

his’ heat, but, in the final, Corbett
made no mlstake and finished
‘very strongly to reverse the
p}aemge and beat Lillis by a

| yard, with L1eut T, Ryan, who

title at Wexford the prevmus
Wweel close up third in ohe of

.....

the most exciting hurdles races
for a lomg time.”

‘Spdce will only permit a few
references - to other lmperta:rrt
wins:-

Prim, 28th J une, 1942—Won
"High Jump (5 ft. 103 ins))
Second in 16 1b. Shot (29 ft. 11
ins.)

Bellmaslee 12th June 1942 ——
Won High Jump and second in
Long Jump.

__Mulhuddart, 25th June, 1944—
Won 120 ¢ yds Hurdles,_ second

in 440 yds. Flat; tied for second |
in High Jump Wlth J. J. Guiney
ins.

short on

thlrd- h

EA Lemster Chempwnsmp in the |rise at all. Ta 1944 I had a

L High Jump came to him in 1942, | sprained ankle, sustained - in.|-

and he ‘was runner-up ‘for. the*f:lummng ‘and; . thus -had .. to..
yards I—]‘.’urdie Yerown - that | until 1945 to regain the’ f‘itle 7

el o
'The press report .of the 1945?_.3‘_

:;-newn,_leeheel helds are:

1ife.

says that he was onlv nlic,e

whistle

- McKee,
Flynn, the Guinéy b]s:etﬁere J. J.
McGuinness and himeelf to com-

. durin
had won the 440 yards hurdles | and 50 lights of any description

- WeEbke

‘Topes,

. [hﬂmeur

i
|
[
|

home en holidays at the time,
grabbed a bicycle and. pursued
the arirnal. Aftér some dengeroue

experiences he pluckily gragbbed

the reins and succeeded in bring-
the runaway - to a standstill
near the railway bridge a mlle;'

ESSEN*TIALS FOR: &TﬁIﬂJET;fO
RENOW‘N
The essentmls for athletic' re-

early
bed, early riSing e.nd ‘a- eleaﬁ -good
He trained three ni ghts
weekly at the Army Grounds,

‘Phoenix Park, under coach J. J.

Ryan, a Dublin man to whom he

attributes any success he gained

in athletics., “J. J.” 4vas a good
half-miler in kis day, besides
being a useful Wrestler Pro-

' prietor - of & sheet and metal

works at Arbour T:I111 he invented

O eta“rtmg clappet which’ echoed

like the pistol used by starters.

By means of this he tramed the

Boys to fast sfarts, and Michael
left
and that was at Thomond Park,
‘Limerick, where he mistook a
used for ~ the start
as a signal calling be.ck some who
had “hbreoke” too seon. That cost
him & possible win in. the 220
yerds However, he cempensated

. &y taking the' 120 yerd:s Hurdles,

the I-I1gh Jump

the Relay - success;:”

a.nd eharmg in
XCITING EXPERIENCES,

chael.| l-ecl a-few. -eX e

cés ins ct}nﬂ%flon Wwith his_
e.ttendenee “at nieetings in
Northern Ireland during the war
yvears. - On one occagsion Bill

of Belfast ‘invited .

pete. at a meeting, “posting them

- idéntity documents secured from

the R.U.C. At Gorowood Customs
3 secs. It was:|
. a. magnificent run in the circum- |

one enthusiast said:’

Michael was walking along the
platform when an RU.C. man

-ha,1led h1m and asked to see his
- efedentials.

Not being satisfied
with the doeument, which lhe had
left unsigned, Michael was faken
to a room and searched, just
getting out in time to .poard the
train as it moved away. However,

in the High Jump at

On another occasion the
Michael travelled to Armagh City
on the invitation of Polé Vault
champmn Jimmy N:a,lleljy'r The
four ‘¢of them slept in the one
room at a local hotel. It was

the height of the air raids

gllowed. When  planes
roared overhead, not Kknowing the
they were upset and got
In the rush to dress, Baird
put on the wrong clothes, e,nd the
“of the situation that
later developed caused them many
a laugh afterwards.
SCHOOL SPORTSn.

Michael believes there is a great
future in Irish athletics and his
parting words to me were to
stress the importance of school
sports. Train the boys young,”
he sdid, “and let thém hawve . all
the encouragement and facilities

' possible.”
No, 89—J ehn O’Brien of Seuth

lee‘f*tles
o _ ..d




