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smallnese of stature madeé him
a warm favourite on. athletic fields,
wags" by ‘no-‘means a  lésser l1ght
among the jumping- Iluminaries of

what m1ght be called the “ Leahy A

era o
He ‘was equally goed at all the

Jumps but it was ‘hig’ ma n1ﬁcent__._'-:-"” .

performances in the ﬂlght ~for

height that drew the greatest ap- ~ - -
- plausé of the crowds that thronged
the eports ﬁelds of those. . memor-_ T

able days in - Irish athletics.

“And so deeply was the Blshop of"

Killaloe, Most Rev. "Dr,” Fogarty,
1mpressed by. his high . and. long
Jumping, at. Ennis sports .on . one

with . a” speclal gold: chain and ‘a
beautlful ‘Rosary Beads. |
Creed’ h: ad. a- hal:nt of cleeely ex-
arﬁ*imng the ground near 'the jump
so ‘as.to ensure .a favourable take-
off.” The examination was slow and.
deliberate,  and the crowds. seeing
that :the cressbar was several inches
'111gher than :the contestant’s’ head,
. were - unstinted . in their  applause

ICKY CRDED of Elton Whese

“jump - event, at 20 ft.. -8 .ins.
weeks* later, cat’ Bruff, ‘hig ﬁ_g’u
-1mproved to 5 ft. 11%"ins: and 22 ft.

when he Ju.mped many mches miere,

'tﬁanx Jis ewardheightl:
JUMPED 6 FT 4:3 I’NS |
As “glready mentremed “he was

B ft 10% ins. ‘and “was- t_h1rd in the

small of stature—5-ft.. 6 ins. or: a*
shade less, and he: actually Jumpedl

at ‘a famous G.AA..

6 ft. 4% ins.

on- one: 000&5101‘1 N F

“Carbery,’ . whose book “ Flfty

Years. of Trish .Athletics;’ "
reeegmsed -authority ‘on ehamplen—
ship: perfermanees was- a. close
friend:of Creed’s,’ and as he resrded
- for .some Yyears in the Kilmallock’

distriet, had- many an orapertumty::

of: Judglng h1s worth. This is '‘what
he had to say -about h1m in the
autumn of 1940:—

H'

‘Writing -of great hlg‘h Jumpers
reminds. me -that T saw one.of the]
most remarkable of these at the,
All-Ireland  hurling  final- ‘between. |
Limerick and Kilkenny. . Himself}
o mean w‘lelder -of the caman,.
- Michael  Creed, of Elton, was
'blessed ‘Wlth a magmﬁeent spring.
“Just 5 ft. 6 dns. in. jumping
shoes, Mick Creed Was beautifully
built; He first shone as a hop; step
and leaper, where he was good for
48% feet.: Hls ‘high ‘jumping was a
joy to see.”He was a regular rub-
‘bher ball in - action, -
stralght in ‘he gathered fair
" before the- spring.. Straight up~he
shot: into the. air in the old Irish
style, ‘and levered his ‘neat . ‘body.
ACT0sSS . gracefully te land facma'
the lath
LIGHT INGHZES MORE T,HAN
JHIS OWN HEIGHT.
. “Sn: feet ‘two - inches- Wa.s easﬂy
within  Creed’s: Compass = gat igtht
inches- ahmre his own helght I—Irs
perfermanees ‘often’ Toused- loud
~acclaim, . He- shared ‘the "Irish t1tle
with T, J, Ahearne. at. Thnuwles “in
1907, and" bedt 6 ft. 3 ins.

~hefore
| gemg to America where ‘he Was an’
immediate - favourite  in’  indoor:
gathermgs Se pepular was he that
‘the Irish ~“bounce’: was.. brought
from- city to" city.: On his return 1o«
Treland;: Mick. dppeared at Shawn’s:
Park, ‘Belfast, “where lie- asrtomehed_
spectators 4n clearing 6 ft. 5 ins~+
almost a foot above his head, ‘There:
was a sag in. the Jath and the re—-
cord “was not appmved
“Creed was:a very': slmlful man
with g'reyheunds, and 4 fine. Slip-
per, We'pourséd a 1ot togetherin’
the old davs—h—-the Bruff - gorcasses,.
Dromin, - Kmnockaron,  Crummall
and - Kne»ckaney, at. CJUSh and: Ard—- :
~patrlck Settlmg dewn to: lbusmesa
at Bmff ‘this ° fine' »athlete -
ﬂeurnshed all the tlme egmtmumg
a ‘keen: fellewer of outdoor “gperrt”
WON A M;U N:l SQ%?FR TITLE IN
M T Creed -donned: tegs fer the
first time at--a> sports" meetmg ont:
- 19th ‘August, 1900, the venue heing{
Kllmalleek He  was then . barely}
 seventeen” years old,  and. although-‘
he won nothing, h1s perfermarlt::,e.e'l
-were maost creditable, “He certainly |
started in. good: eompany, for Paddy
Leahy swept the ‘boards’ at :that)
meetmg winning the ‘high jump at|
6 ft. 0% 'in -the long jump at 22 ft.

ig-the | games and was soon recognised as:

“a . brilliant  performmer: with -

Runmng‘ ;
pace;

]

4 ins.; the hop, step” and jump ‘at

‘being . Ennis;
-Ramning- H1gh Jump Champ10nsh1p

occasion, ‘that he -presented. hlm--_.-of Mungter' at 5.ft, 9 .ins., and ‘was

be. eentent with a ‘pair of *seconds.”

Hurling: Club
aany ‘successes.’
'i-fellower ef
missed™

lWheI:eve,r the

-;by step, but-some. Jdea af the SUG--
cesseshe”
 fraom, the fact iliatthe dav he cele-|

his“heome at E'lton centamed ‘QVer:
,Seven ‘hundred prizes won: by him.
we meet . him
he tied- with: J. T Beurke fer sec~

ond. plaee dnthe hlg*h Jum‘p (5 ft.!
104 ins.), the' title--being - “won - by.

| REMARKAB LE

'Athletlc
: meetm

study the regults: 100 yards flat,.
Jim O*;ﬁ-'--' nner (10 25 secs.) . wan;’
220 “yards ' :flat,” Jim® .. ©O'Connor:

'Ahearne tled ‘at 5 £, 11 ins. for first
| placey
-‘Ahearne (23 ft. 23
'jnmg
,Ahearne (48 ft. 4 ins.) “won,
Creed~ second;

won; - atamhng hoep, step and Jump,

':lbs harnmer (elrele)

,.._..

The followmg June Mle had hlS

.ﬁrst remrded euecess the: venue
where he woh the{ -

also successful in the’ runmng long:
‘Three:

I’BS

16+ins,, .r _.eepect1vely, yet he had ‘to

oh this occasion—Joe Lyneh win-
ning the:“ high' at 6 ft.-1 in, and
Con Leahy takmg the ¢ leng at
22 ft: 10-ins. “Back in Ennis on
July 9th, he’ Wen the high” Jjump at

120 yards hurdles. . .-
»nY N HURL

ALSU,

l-tIreIand Champlenehlps {
Cat I_nmemck .on - September . 28th,

meeting - at Shawn's’ Park Belfast, 4 .C‘reed wasg. second to Con.Leahy in

. h-jump. As well.as his deeds.
en the athletlc ﬁeld e found :time:
forparticipation in several hurling-

the

caman. He first: played with’ Kno¢k-.
aney (Géltéemore): Hurling " Club.
and: when .that tea.m Jbroke up ‘he'’
joined the famoug Staker ‘Wallace
Wlth whom “He won
Always a0 great
hurhlng, . he “rarely.
champre;flshlp mateh:
emck “team “wae

4..-.

angagei' el
It wiould be 0bv1ously 1mp«0emble
to follow" his athletm career .step:

.....

‘gained canh be': Judged

brated” “his - twent}.b-ﬁrst blrthday

‘He madeé séveral efforts to gain
the eoveted AlI—Ireland medal sand:
LatGork ¢ "}thletle
Grounds on- J uly 23rd; 1905, wheré |

Con Leahv at 6. £t Three: leerlek

men '’ took: runnm;g hep, step and|

Jump: placmgs aid o Je Bresnihan,
first (48 ft. ‘11 1ne) Cea-«Le'-f---
| secondiand M. J Creed th1rd

“LIMERICK "'PI&@WESS

T‘he twensty-seeend annual GAA
All-Irelamd ’Champmnshlp
at’ Thurles on: Jily  28th,’
1907, 'was:a -remarkable: trlumph for.
Limerick athletic prowess. . " .J st

(23 4—5 secs) won: 120 yards hur-:
dles; - Joe Leahy: second; running
hlgh Jump; M, J, Creed and T, J.

runmng leng Jump, T, J.
ins.)y won; run-.
N AR N
M. .J.
three standmg
jumps, Jim. Fahey’ (35 ft. "27ins:)

hep, .step and: jump,

Jim Fahey (31 ft. 4 ms) won. 16
Paddy Ryan
(150 £t 6 Ans.)- Won 28 1bs,
Heelan, Caherell
Won,. “Paddy: Rya:n seeond 56 1bs.,

Paddy Ryan %32 ft. 8% ms) aecond

HIS GREAT POPULARITY IN

A few months later, kay Creed
em1grated to Canada takihg up his
abode in: Hamilton; Ontarm where
‘his friend, “Tom Flanagan ‘brother
of thHe: great Welght threwlng John,.
of ‘Kilmallock, got hlm under the
control’ "6f Tom Eck, who had
trained John L. Sulllv’an, the werld
fameus ‘boxer,. .

Imdeor jumlpmg was all the rage

\% 1chael J Cree
of E!ton

(Iy .S‘EAMUS o CEALLAIGH ) =

hardly -add -

IUMPH F.R . Rgportlng on an athletic sports|

-ergameed by MISS Jeanefte Lewls
in.aid of .her’ Hospital' Fund,  at’
Elub: grounds An
A Hamﬂten?i
' The

-:August
-Speetater " had this- te say:

Perten,

(34 ft. '3 ins.)|

_men as

tin Canada :at the time. Mick," of

47 ft and the pole jump at:9 ft. course, Never did- any: ‘of it in. Ire-

. 9.3 1115

Other famous figures com- land a'nd when he first: visited the

‘local arena he was permitted te
-“have a go/ The anmatural condi-

tions were .so strange to him that| ga

his: early eﬁ‘“orts Were a’ preneunced

'fallure |
-He- aotually failed at 4 ft 8 ins,
and fell awkwardly

and was- soon
the butt of many jokes.' Goaded by

the taunts, he Taid several bets that

he would clear six - feet by a ‘cer-
tain date. As this would have been
an amazmg jump for a man’of his
stature nobody theught he had a
hope of achieving it.

~ He had, however

vere,.
was at the rink before ‘any of the
others, .and,” after several
he eleared 5 It 8 ins. By

ArOCEPTED ALL OFFEBb

to” bet semethlng

th;e Canadlan indoor arend.

pmk the-
athletes

sident-in- Canada. -
In a letter to the C’anadlan news-

papers, dated 15th. May, 1908 Creed
declined” participation in .the Olym

pic Trials.. Stating that his 1nten~“
tion  on” *leamng Ireland was to
make a home in Canada, and. take
-part in Canadian” ﬁperts ag " much
as peselble, he . said he would find
it quite edsy ‘to get Hig place on ani.
Irish Olympic team and he had ne
-reason to go to Camada to get on
their team. He wauld rot compste
{'in the trials, “but when the. selected
ones returned from the’ games he
‘was pre ared to meet and: defeéat
l-them “all,” And, to prove his worth.
-‘lzle Hactually J'lep-...d that day, 6 ft'
Lx 4 S
_the long and 48.ft. in the hop, sLep

in the high; 22 ft. 6°ing,

_____

C‘REEED THE MAIN
ATEER.ACTIQN

Hamllten J eekey

1908,  the'

remarkable_
grit, and the will “power to: perse-
The - following morning -he

efforts.
the ap-
{ pointed- dav he'. had all the praetz"‘ee-
| he needed.”

7 He wag about 1o Jjump feor
his. bet he found many more. eager
on the issue. e
‘accepted all’offers, and then to the
utter amazement of all
Jjust glided over the lath at the as-
tonishing height of 6 ft. 1 in. I .need
that it was not ‘long|.
until-he set new. record ﬁgures fer;

present “he

grounds:

la buemess carcer .that pro.ved al-|:
| most as colourful and

n Ceanada ‘were preparmg' to]
players to represent them !
atthe 1908 ..... .1ympr1e {Fames some
eXpressed Oppemtmn to
Creed’s: mellueleH ‘on . the”
that he wasg" only mne me;nthe re-f,

——

meet - ‘was a wonderful- saceess, «the:

| crowd” was- something -
dreamed of and the .competitors the

Creed’s. beautifu] high jumping; the
little Irish cha Jumaping, |

competitors ‘square
.of New York,

Amerrea WhO Would beat him.”
‘Micky made many. friends

...-.

J aek J ehnsen

patrmtw Irishman, he never really

‘never:

m_pien Clearing the-
| bar’ af- 6 feét .in face of an un-{
-usually Stiff mnd which caught the|
in the . face.
saw him:
jump’ and” stated that he was ithe !
liveliest: Jumper he .ever saw and
that there was . not. .a man:. in-
in.
-Canada, amongst them a host of.
«ineluding -such |
-coloured
| -heavy weight champion of the|
‘boxing - worid,. and ..Tom..L.ongboat, .|
T moteds Indian marathon rUnneryd A

‘best .ever. . .The whole afternoan:
-falrly brlstled with features, ‘but
the  main attractlen wWas: M:ck"

ins:,
'eppseeltl,on 1ather tham_ any fault Of

cannot say positively .whether the;

_-smted to record breaking form at|
all, -which ‘makes the feat all the|

none and he had many interesting

_Gael, shig™ passing “Just.otenyears

settled in the.land of his adoption,.

in dear ol¢ B

.....

lier than lever.t ¥

andiit was no surprise consequently’
wh‘err he returned to-the: }aatwe aad :

the gu -..:_--:mﬂerwe*f 1%8 He wals
ebvieusly dehghfed i When whe
-reached’ Ire,l,'_'f;_:f sagain. “5[ sam back |

-:'rela;gd W he Ea;d kit and;j
1 that: fair-land: ae g:;reemer and lave-j_

WON 1AAA OHMIPIGN::. X

:'"".fr- "“: 1“' ..5 '5

L IN 1913
In 1@11

Créad Wﬁn the r'unmng

high jump Championship of Ire-
land, under IAA.A. rule.,, the
helght returned being only 5 ft. 6
~indicating lack of stlmulatmg

the jiimper.

‘The -Flton man proved thiz at
Belfast, wliere he set up the best!
figures of his career. The “Dublin

Saturday mg‘nt” dealm,c: with the‘

perfer'ruance on  that . occasion
said:"*“The appearance of M. J.
Creéed, the famous: Elton Ju’%per
at - Whltereck' Road " last &rlnday
ve 'a -very decided fillip to ‘the
Gaelic Sports ‘there. It is reperted*
that Creed jumped 6 ft. 4% ins.

which if correct would tie with P.. '

J.. Leahy’s record. I was not _pre—-
se-nt_ula;t- this: particular meeting and!

jump - was made under “conditions
that would -be: properly  regognis-|
able, The .ground is- certainly not|

more remarkable. He is undoubt-
edly  the. natural Successar -to
Leahy.”

When Micky pulled off his eplked.
shoes for the last time and said
good bye to the actwe athletic
arena, he settled dewn in Bruff- to |

successful |
as his years on the track. As aj
conversatmrnahst he was second to

and amusing etemee “to tell of his
athletic days. =

A gterling Irishman and genume

ago Jeneved ONe of ‘the meat lleve-—- |
able ‘‘‘‘ ﬁgures of +hig time,

:;0 31ﬂP _J Rea,laf Kllﬁnane




