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FTEN referred to as the “Prince
_J of referees,” Michael F. Crowe
of Ballysimon, was undoubtedly one
of the greatest men ever to harndie
a big hurling or football game. Yet
e was not a player of the games &t
all his only claim
wnh the active arena heing whern
. he lined out on a few occasions
 with the old Dublin Fianna Club,
- when they happened to be short of
| -playere for an engagement Micky

 was one of the first Secretaries of

that then - popular club and just

~ turned. out to prevent the team

to aseemat:en.

~MICHAEL F CRO

giving a- walk-over, for he always

maintained --that hle contrivution
to the game was. next to worthless.

. If nis'value asg a player was down |
to his own estimate of his prowess |

nardly metters, for “M.F.” quickly
galned fame in another sphere, and
in a short time everyone acknow-
ledged his- :a,bihty as a referee, and
his name: and fame as such Wwas as
- wide ag Ireland itself.

LINKS WITH CULTURAL AND
CATHLETIC ’NATIONALISM

Micky, at an. egrly age, entered
the service of the Great Southern
and Western Baﬂways and just
before the turn of the century he
was tre,nsferred to the Metropolis,
where he 1mmed1&tely bhecame as-
sociated with many national move-
" ments—the Celtic Literary Society
and the Fianna Hurling Club being
his first links with culture,l and
‘athletic nationalism. :

While associated with the latter
body he became the: second Sec-
- retary of the League of the Dublin
Hurling Clubs, an office that quickly
introduced-him to the task of re-
fereeing, at which he later became
so adept.” His first effort with the
l__ustle was a forced affair, when

i appo“mted official failed to put

: m an appearance, but he made suc;h,

a success of the job that he was in
regular and popular demand ever
'_after. A

Under- kays charge the Hurl-|.

ing League made eglepdld progress.
Higs administrative abilities,
gies and tact soon brought him the
~ further confidence of the Gaels, and
in succesgsion he served the GAA
- @n the Dublin County Board, Lein-
- ster Council, and finally on the
Central Council, of which he was
one oi the Trustee.; up to the time
of his all too early death.
IN MUCH REQUEST .
His acumen and firmness as: a
referee soon brought him into much
request for impertant inter-county
contests,~as his handling of two of
the greatest games of early G.A.A.
daye ‘the famous Kerry—Klldare
| matehes
 senior. faotbhall final, proved that he

.peseeeeed exceptlonal capacuty for|
.S, &W.R. was rapid, ‘His abilities |

and efficiency were quickly recog-|

‘such duties,

- Only reeently, ene of the heroes
' of those great tussles, Joe Rafferty,
of Nads, then the Iglde.re eagtaln,
when be:gg ‘questioned concerning
~the -early “prowess -ef the “Lily-
whites” rernarked: - “YI'm always
 being, asked about the great men I

| played with a,ncl age,mst but no one

ever:‘asks me e,bout the refereeﬁ 1
-'played under.”
Joe: eontmued
to tell yeu this, that the: G.A.A. had
plenty of

'ballere, _too in my. time, but they

“had enly ‘one. great referee in the
and that was the
Clate Mmky Crowe, God rest him.

‘years 1. saw,

-.-I pleyed -under: hlm often, and he
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ef huﬂlng, ence

lmes

‘Jones’s Road venue, where he had
.conducted a fiercely contested Dub-
Jin county final, which many
;‘theught would never be played on
:'te the leet second of the game.

eners.

geed hurlers and foot-

.hard on me as he was on
.=~ TEer ’qut ‘he was’ the best |

-

in the 1903 All-Ireland;

“Well I'm  going!
g g ‘imable worth. It was not to. be,

@aw
concerning |

‘him on' cme occasion at the old|

There was a Iot of excitement, and

the a.tmesphere inside the areansg

seemed at timeg uncomfortably

| near the flash point of danger. The |

coolest man on the field arnld all
the excitement was “M.E.”

play was he kept the game com-
pletely in hand up to the end. When
I asked him the secret of his suc-
cess, in so many similar eltuatlons
his reply was: ‘Well, . T know
human nature pretty Well’ So he
did, God rest his soul.”

And recently, -

lhurler of the old days gave his |
opinion of Micky as a knight of the |
whistle when he said: “A well- |

known writer of -the t1me summed |

up Micky Crowe once and for all

| nearly a century ago when he de-
scribed him as ‘fast, fit, fearless and

fair.! And I cannet see what any-
one eeuld posmbly add ta that de-|

¢ seription.”

THE 1910 HURLING FINAL

Maybe the greateet tribute paid
Micky during his years with the
whistle was when he was appomted
to take charge of the All-Treland
hurling final of 1910, in ‘which his
native Limerick opposed Wexford.
This was the first occasipn on
which sideline seats were provrlded
at a Gaelic venue, and alsp marked
the introduction of the “parallelm
gram” rule. The latter rule, in its
early application, gave rise to no
little confusion, and it was perhaps
unfortunate for Limerick that it
was introduced for the first time in
this' final. The umpires were Jim
Harrington, of Cork, Chairman of
the Munster Council; Jack Grace, of

Kilkenny, well- knewn hurler and|

footballer, with the Dublin Kick-
hams: Joe Ward, of Louth, a great
Gaellc admmletrator and an Ameri-
can visitor. The latter was not con-

versant W1th the new rule and his |

demelpns on more than one occa-
sion did not meet with the approvel

of Limerick. This game aroused a

lot, of controversy, but the referee’s
handlmg of g dlfﬁeult ﬁnal was
never queshgned

M. F. Crowe's organising work on
behalf of native games, and his offi-
cial capacity brought him into con-

whom he was held in 'the highest
esteem, and his advice and judge-
ment aceepted with umversal re-

| spect.

INVALUABLE SUPPORT.

As early as 1903 he was one of the
Jecretaries of the Gaelic section,
which formed the most iMapressive
feature of the Emmet Centenary
commemoration in Dublin, and in
all the big promotions of the Wolfe
Tone Commniittee—both Gaelic and
musical—he Ient invaluable
port. His services were likewige fre-
quently placed at the disposal of the

- Gaelic League, in the pregress cf
which he took a
; mterest

keen a,ngi 1;'11“ Ay

- His pmgfess in the seﬂnce of the

nised, and some years before his un-

_txmely ‘death he became District

Auditer on the Seuthern sections,
being stationed at Cork up to the |
tlme of his last’ 111nees

Still a young man,’ EVLEL seemed
destmed to render further great ser-

earnestly espoused and’ for which
he had aceemphehed work of igest-

however, and: Gaehe Ireland lost
one whose too. short life epltomlsed
in his fruitful career much of the
growth, progress and preetxge

ecere of years of his. llfe

in his |
white Jersey, and everywhere the |

a great Muneter:

Sup* .

tact with Gaels from all caunties,
and from Great Britain, with all of ;

|

r

vice to the cause which he had so -

which the National Athletlc move-.
'.ment had gained during _the le.et




