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i+ Mounteollins' - took place . in . the
“townslarid ol Seconglass, .in a field

| o Oyporld: s with 'jimita.‘tion ‘impossible. .

. ¢aptain: could . be: fourid anywhere.  VeIv I b
' Ha inspired  the  other’members of |“Big 5im” Hartnett of
- "thesside: by, his own example; was.,
" .8 great manto train and be per-
“fectly fit for every engagement; was

ﬂ«sz ~

(CYAELIC football:was: played in
A3 theig. parishi | of -."Mountcollins

tion:of ifhe GiA.A;, when the game

DA gremendyous:: crowd - witnessed i

~“buffer -to prevent
iine field; ‘'on to the gorse or bushes,
“outside, No ‘boots were worn, play
“commenced;after ten
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" Thus “the ! traditions Jof Gaelic

fopthall i were 1ai.d;:;,_--_-.j;j:;(?;;;__‘;;;Mﬁ;jimc_Q1_1"i1_ns_;'a.fulla.,':an-d Mountcollins repeated the

those far off times when. the te
of life was leisurely incomparison,

‘ted to the then infant
‘O'Mahony W
the-curacy of Ashford to the curacy

fullas and

- He: felt it had.
-, games..of the hated

.-{'Shamrocks”—thig LRSI
“conspicuous on the front of their

. pitch. in, W

" tedito;lead the team, a

' Weing asplendid exponent of ground
play, He. was also

of ‘the £
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severali years -prior to tne founda-

wagiicontested  in a rather. Io ugh’
manheri nof-peirig governed by any.
ntific rifles, such as is the case
VR T B
nteriparish: challenges were -the
n:thespre-G.ALA. days, and
same. long: spoken of in

i

" was adomskin, manufactured loc-

u
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. alé%méi*t ie:teams: were fifteen-a-
.sidel: S TR A

AR

the  match <and: well. marshalled "

“glong ;the sidéline ‘they. acted as a | .
the ball ‘leaving iturn-out of the parish, led by Father .

x

-t ra

ommenced aitel o'clock Mass
and:idid not finish until darkness
set. it Thi

s reguired a, good deal
ce. but -the men:of that:
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“period ‘Dossessed  wonderful.. stam-. isent’ them
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and-a love of the game' éngendered

vears, and is as strong to-day as in
times when. the tempo

" It may be news, to. manyito learn,.
however, that the'first club affilia-
_ G.AA, from
Mountcollins was a hurling -one. *

. Inthe year 1888 the Rev.”Bernard
"was transferred from.

of ‘the:united parishes of ‘Tourna-.
Mountecollins. -~

A STERLING IRISHMAN.

i Asterling Irishman and: 2 great’
priest, he had an intense love. for

Treland and took an active part_in
the land agitation of the period. He
was ‘an -ardent. enthusiast. of..the
gameés of ‘the Gael, es pe¢iakly -hur-

ling. " He did not" fancy foothall an

- gwfylslot; ag he often. stated -there ;~

wag*too mu ch "_‘Eh_gl.is'h’;ﬁ;ji.-;_ab out it
-fell 1ad . some similarity to
rugby and socecer, which were the

son...and he wanted to “avoid con-

" ‘tamination with them at any cost.
. Hurling. ' was . distinctly . irish,. he
“eolling. blacksmith.

said;. and the best game

i can w7 A » .

mmediatély .on - his arrival in

~Mountcolling: he: set-out to form: a

‘hirling ‘club, “which he named. the
emblem. . “being

" jerseys, which. were of red, with a

. green.sash, and the shamrock, 21so,
‘of .course, in.greem. . . ‘.
. "Phig. team . afterwards. made 2

_ ‘name; for itself on -many 2 playing

- week—William W, Curtin, he selec-
nd-ng better |

L -
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a fitie . leader both on and ‘off the

LR
’

‘and..an outstanding “hurler,
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_nationalist, principles, an essential

sin (theolden days whep the pioneer

workers:. for Gaelic games™had to

fight .so. strepuously the. opposition,
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that - first. 1
‘Mountcdllins-are
<.the passage 0of

seyerity. years has

"

 dimmed the memory of all but their,
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British garri--

a man :of strong .

“rat 437t e mames of - ally|
first fine . hurling team. . in.
not now- available

{MUS O'CEALLAIGH =

outstanding. deeds, -but the majority:

‘of them, ‘however, are remembered,
andsn - the homiely sway by which:
the loved. ones..ol " any parish go:

down:to ‘posterity. 5 Yes, many of:
tnem have: nicknames, as. the list
reveals:.; John . (“Mocky’)- Lyons,.
“BigPhil” -O’Connell, -Con Guiney;

"Pat  Flanagan, Dan Curtin, W. U..

Canill, John . Collins: (*Gonse’), Dan

Lieahy;. Michael (“Kell”) . Sheehan,
‘hade Curtin, Jack (“the Carman’’)
Lienihan “The. Lodger’ Lane, Dick:,
(“Jacky”) -Bresnahan, .Wwho T was
goalkeeper: = “Big .J im"” - Hartnett,.
Dan T, Cahill, and Jack (“Mick”)"

T.enihan. ©

The first great ma.tch Was against '.'
Tournafulla at Jerry James O’Con-:
nor's field at Rallybeg, and a great

O'Mahony, were in attendance.for:
what ‘proved - a Very entertaining’
match- and;‘a fine victory for-the.
Shamrocks, with four ciear goals:
to spare—a success that fired the
playerg with & new ‘enthusiasm and
training hard for their

 This was also against Tourna-

" n

success’ of the previous .occasion al-.

which hag survived the. passage of ithough they had to fight much hars

der this time. -

For their next game Templeglan-
tine provided ‘the opposit onand it
wasg a -terr.fic .tussle fought at a
very fast pace between well trained
and eager players. The Shamrocks
were gbtherally regarded as lucky
to Win by two points., .

Strangely enough a- match in
which they were defeated is 'the.
best remembered in the parish.
Thig was against Ashford; and was

‘iplayed in Maurice Halloran’s field
in 'the. latter place.:

. _ It proved &

 wonderful match that was. ‘the
most talked of encounter of their
entire. campaign. Infact, this game
was - the topic of conversation at

_the cross roads and around the fire-

;sides of the parish for 8 géneration

—ang lost nothing in the telling!

HOTLY CONTESTED..

[ "It was g very - hotly ‘contested
match apparently and accounts say
against the
because of
e S
“Big Phill"

tli, Mount-

. O

ithat the day was going
Ashford .men, mainly"
the - predominance
(“Mocky”) Lyons and
"O’Connell, who ' Wwas

t Ashiord, it appears, -decided that
ithose - two. should ~be put out. of
} action,; and .they were duly rendered
1hors-de-combat, & circumstance
'that -very effectively reduced: the
'-I_iower of the Shamrocks challenge,
 With the result that Ashford scored
'a, convineing win, and Mountcollins,
suffered their first reverse. . . - .
" This only spuried them to greater
l'endeavour.and they prepared. ear-

" fhe .. subject of.0 v sketch thls nestly for the return game Twith

| Ashford, arranged: for the  Lanes,
Skagh; Knockulcara, Ashford were
‘much’ in. winning mood suntil
Jir Cragg took
~in hand, ' displaying - fine
some amazing bursts
Notwithstanding - :his

lvery

matters
{stamina :and
of speed. hstan
nany feats of valour, however,; Ash-
_ﬂrgr,d- “again emerged” victorious but
fhis occasion with only two points
to spare ... : ISR
“The Shamrocks were ;disappoln-
lted at this.outcome but they: suff-
ared  even. & MOore. discouraging -re-
verse when, ' showing wvery - poor
\form,;. they: were well ‘beaten; by

“ITempléglarntine.

I The ‘captain,s Willie: Curiin ;called
them together after this defedat:and
insisted on a- rigid course of traln-
ine for their neXxt outing, which was
against

‘Abbeyfeale, = whom ° they

were particularly anxious . to over-
come, .o R

© They had a great imaich -al Ned
‘Mick Curtin’s field at Inch and the
Shamrocks emerged. Victorious after
q right tough: engagement.

. The Abbeyfeale lads. looked for.a.
re-play but Mountcollins again
triumphed. This was also a great

'-:ma:tCh.- - T C :
T RouGH TACTICS.
Shamrocks next lined out against
Broadford, . at Kileedy, and they
were having ' the best of madtters
until’ some members of .the latter
side started. rough methods and a
 few. of the best of the Shamrocks-
--f:.te.a;m*h'alﬁd..-to ‘retire, This was too
‘great '3, _handicap and_ Broadford
won . by a-few points, In a return
gamme, however, the result was re-
versed. . . T P
""A. notable event of the period was

{the 'part $ome players :from . the

parish’ tock -a much talked of

| mateh . played at 't_he'-‘f.Crooked MTree;.

Newcastle West. .

| VAbpeyteale” were fixed to play

Granagh there, and as. the ‘latter
were. raed a ‘first class:. team the
Abbeyfeale mentors, notably Father
Casey, P.P., and Father Tim Cur-
tin,” C.C. (afterwards ‘Canon Curtin’

|of Croom), got the:- best -of the

1 Shamrocks, including Willie_'Curtin; |

to play. .with them.

" The plan was made up that when

both teams lined out and the ball

1was thrown up, the combined teams

of . Abbeyfeale and Mountcollins

{would give the: “hand "and -leg’ to;

the Granagh men, -and knock them '
‘down” (rules ‘were not asstrict-as
thiey dare mow). This was' done, but.
.a__(j:‘fr.an'a;gh ‘were . equal to the  occa-
sion ‘and “they won ,the match —- a-

 |éplendid one—by .a- point.

|some-yearg later. . .o
1 Lacking -his -inspired ‘leadership,

‘In-the-year 1811, Father -;QMa,'-_hc}ﬁy,. |
who -was' born’ near Mitchelstown,.
was called. away to :the Diocese: of-

Buffalo, - U.S.A,, where. he died

the ‘Shamrock Club fel]l .away,. and
nothing réemains but a grand mem-

tory.of old hurling days in Mount-

collins. There is still a hurley in
the parish given tog "John “Mocky”
Lyons by Rev. Father O’'Mahony—
a  relic that may one day; ‘inspire
our youth “to great hurling deeds
once. more, - that ~ will put Mount-

|

colling again on the hurling map.
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