IMERICK, one of the. ear-lielét.-. 15

eeunhes to re,llyi te the G.A.A,

after its foundation in. 1884, pre-;"“j_"'}"_:'
whese-....: E

duced many ‘brilliant sons
names- are. houeeheld werde ~where-

ever Gaels meet.
The subject. of my sketch this

Week—the late  William Drake, of ]

Kilfinane, had a remarkable’ know-

ledge of the brilliant men that.

made the athletic welkin. rlng dur-
ing those mémorable days, and he
' gave me
tion concerning many of the lesser
known figures, . who, nevertheless,.
played no mean part
the name of leerlck foremost-at
a time when the  Irish athletic

ful perfermers that
grace even an Olympic - gathering.

These men, deserve to be remem-
bered every bit as much”™ as the
great stars whose careers we. haye
touched. in the course.of these re-
views. In. recalling the memory. of
William. Drake, it may be OpPpor-
tune to mention some little of the
information he supplied. me with
concermng the lads, who, by their
worth, in competition, ‘and  pre-
sence at the. various meetings. of

thelr time, forced the Dbest from :

the ehampmne and. . provided the
public with the sport that: --kept in-

terest and enthus1asm at the
highest pitch_
KILFINANE DI 1CT - I:'[AD

GREAT WEALTIL OF ATZHLEEI‘IC
| TALENT.

In the. Veuthful daye of . thel.
athletic revival it is. deubtful if
any parish in Treland could claim}
the talent that Xilfinane beeeted
In.that wonderful district we: find}
Dan Shanahan, John F‘lanag&n,
Denis Carey, Michael Cennery, who
jumped - 23ft. 10ins. acress:’ a . sunz|
ken road: John Connery and Jack)
MeOarthv, all born. close. to each|
other, and at, seheel tegether
Shanahan, the. two- Connerys, and
Jack MeCarthy were members of]
the Gaelic team that “invaded’’|
America- in 1888.  Other fa,moue
Kilfinane athletes of that . era. were:
Harry: T‘raeey, often referred to as
the fountain head and alma mater|
of Kilfinane athletes. whose death
saw the last of the foot racing on|
the old- lines; shopkeeper. Henry|
Henchy, noted: two mile walkist|
of the. ’eighties: John Schumaker
of Ballygriggan, also a prize Win-

ner of the same period in the 2|

mile walk; Joe Touchstone and|
Dan Cowmey And it was  the}
same parish. that brought to lee-
rick its first All-Ireland hurling
title, When in. 1897, the far-famed)|
Kilkenny . champions, Tullaroan,|
failed to stop their victory. march.
Two Kilfinane men., Will Cronin;
and Jer. Coomey,  were ~frequent
antagonists for the mile; and
- William Drake often spoke "of the!
occasion when. he witnesed  the
unusual spectacle of these' two!l
- men tleing on two occasions thel
same .day at Kilmallock in. a- mlle.
race. As neither would  give in or|
togs for. first prize, . they fought, . 1t
out twme with the. result———a tie.-
The Flynn. famjly,: Cfevers
Kilfinane, were of sterlmg athletie]
worth. Paddv Flynn, one.of the;
All-Treland - champioen.. hurlers of
1897, was also an. all round: e.thle:te
of good _cahbre His brother.. Bawd
kKnown  4as- “The ‘Mighty Atem«-
~who stood - ‘barely. five feet hlgh,,
could well nemotlate a. pele vault}
of ten. feet, and a . long . Jump, of}

48

twenty-one feet, T‘hls man Wae -EU'

prodigy for his inches.

| P. Kea,ne, also. of JClevers, wWas a
- glood distance: Tunner with. rare
staying '~ powers. and proved ‘his|
“worth _ in many & hard . fought|
struggle at all the loce.l sports fer
many  Wears.

DIST&NGE

'I“he brethere Keeffe of Be.lly—-
organ, Will angd . Fre,nk were .. dis-|
tance runners. of Wldespread fame.|
‘Both = were “farm - la,beurere andi:
their epportumtles . for trammgf
were Vvery meagre. mdeed Will ran]
into third place at the G.ALA. AII—
Ireland Champmnshlp meetmg, al
two day gathering, at Tralee,. on
July 31st and August 1st, 1887. A
fertr?ght later he won the. same
event - —

much valuable informa-|

in placing) -5 at Ba

mile race and. off- the

mark, when he gave J..

arena was. threnged with ~ wonder-| ‘¢ Galway the race O

were fit: to

'den ﬁeld) and

'wag a_ sprinter of
-:'Equlppe
to win,

ﬁs“quarter

by

the ene mile ﬂe.t frem

of

_(By SEAMUS O

scrateh, e,t Kilmallock' Sports. TwWo-

years . later
and won many prizes thi

His best performance,
llylanders. Spo:

ere.

hewever
rts, in &
10 yards

J. Manning

Manning won. by inches. the
tape (time, 4m, 37 secs. on a . sod-

e hardest races of
Galwe.y ‘man - wWas;
times . over ere

it was ‘one.of th
his career. “The
a, . champion . many.

he left- Irele,nd This - he d1d seon
fefter the . race.
[ Australia,
i_feseaenei
New recerds in
-adhptlen@ and I

I mention, going to!
where ' he . turned.. pro-

runner,
the land " of his

beheve a good. dee.l___

of -money. also,

Will. Rye,n,, Taurencetown,|

good - repute,
and. will|
ef epeed

q. - with - the  spirit
and a geed turn

he captyred many. prizes befor¢ihim for premier honours.at. 10; feet,)
‘e, too;- emlgreted to Australl& lalso in..-the  pole jump, to wh:,eh-
- w:hﬂe yet in his: YOUth event he:. riow cenﬁned hls atten-—_;_
FIRS‘E»-OiF THE LAF. SYSTEM. e R
“The coarse. ﬁelkff:lsl saw the. first of|
Lthe -lap system ‘of ‘athletics, Whel| oo
Johh T, ORegany: (Martmﬂgwn) B e
81" a - R e

.of . the Beg;, a grend miler,
draper in- Cork,. negotiated .
first epen mile-a e.met
Tobin frem i 1enbrehane,

‘Cronin, 4. ceeper“ of - Ballyree
good “half "
ebrated W111
‘earlier;

Ryan, mentmned

William Drake

he . went 'to Amerlea,_

f his life.]

freely admitted thet-}

makmg many|

[ jump evenat at. Bruff, the. figy

the|.
“bl&Ck" NBd
willl &

3l &
and. trainer of the cel-i &

whe could do & ﬁymg'[,

X .
k.,

heath: was. at the. Kllﬁnane sports,
held on. 15th- Augu—et 1895 On that.
occasion. he was: secend ‘in the

‘he covered an. exira. 13ins. at . the
same meeting: to. win. the. event..

Drake did not compete in the
three following seasons, “during
which period Paddy Leahy made
jumping history, so we next make
tacquaintance with the Kilfinane
.man at Bruff sports in October,
1900 where he. seeured first . place
in. the pole jump, W1th an effort
_of 9ft. 6ins.

OTHER PERF.RMANGES

The next vear, 1901, he. Was
gecond in the high jump at Kil-

and in, October again, won, the polef
re ony

4insg,.

this occasion . being . =~ 9ft.

On Au

and - Mike Duggan, O
Roaster Lane epened

b

Cush, The..
fire with: the welg‘hts,,
cords . with.. a vengence,
appear after a. short .span, a.sort

1o

of hutﬂl;erﬂ\;r emstenee. but ma.kmg.-_ '
way  for: Pat - F. Lipsett, who was| &

in the infant days of

premlnent
and had “a. notablie

the GAA

acmevement to. his credit  at . thej &
L.AA, & B.C.. Sports of 16th. June,| &
'1885. when he beat the famous Jo|E
S Mitchell of Emly, in two events] i
—putting’ . 161 at 40ft, 1lins,, andf,
7:"]‘:]'S“‘-: LR
His " best: perfformance at putting] ™"
the 28lbs. was scored:.at . Newcastle|

the 161b.. hammer, at  139ft.

“West sports on: September 8th,
1886, the dlsta.nce 29ft. 1lins.

‘Before going. on. to- cenmder'Mra
Drakee own. . career I must find|
space. to. include the names. of

ﬁgures from the]|

other: fine athletic-
in. Tom. Howard,

Kilfinane: district.
of Balhntubber one ofithe. fathers|

of cross. ceumtry running; Patrick
T Lee, late of. Cap amore, a great
‘sprinter; from. . the. "":L“*” to. the|.
“440' durings: the years; 1890—7 -John
-J. Hennessy, who' specialised in. the
leng PUNS,. from. a mile to five and |
iflourished dunn,c_»; the 1908 te
pewad the Ballinvana, . pal
Higgins and John Flynn, "
‘front at the long jump -
step-.and. Jumps
.of the. last century;
no - means..least, -
Ballmvheena, Whe was
“the: middle d1stanee
nearlv fifty" yea,rs ag

WILLIA;W ¥
GAREER

an_d hop;

and. -last, but
Cen Ryen, of
premment
events

Like mansq another good werk«erz’%

m the cause: of'. the Gael, . Wﬂham
Drake was more’ sueeessful ‘as.

ergameer than, durmg hig years: en-‘,
‘the active service list, and he can.

beest much solid-- aehaevement dur-

ling. his long years as’ Secretary ofl
‘the: famous Kilfinane 'Hurling Club,
‘and “as the léading "figlite ehing

the runnmg of some . of  the. most|

‘diccessfui’ e.thletle sports meetlngs
held anywhere |

“Born in. Kilfinan
gzm hIS ‘athletic cor

‘years.. later, when., at Kilmallock}.

SPOTLSs, held ‘on, All. Salntsﬁ “Dayd and its games.

1893, - - he tied from: . seratch  with{ I always found him.. one of-. the
" J. Bvrne ‘of Dremm, for' second f--‘“lee,dlngj:_-authomties on: all the big

pl&ee in the
event

smashing re-l.
dis-| £

- end at 9 ft. 7 ins:; Bruff, July,
=Bru:ree_ July,”
1912

PMm
te the

in:the- closing: yrats:
June 14th,

ES ATHLETIC-:

1 after 1907, but Te

-e m 1876 ‘he bem
ger eeventeen

runmng: hlgh Jump.

en ne.twe fry,” ' and elweys mamtamed

The Ime w‘imam- Dr_a;m s

thIls e,nd netched amengst ethers
1the fell-ewmg suceeseee in. the. en—

suing years.’

Rathluire,, September, 1802

sec-
1903,
second at @ ft. 8 ins:; Galbe.lly, 2{}th‘
‘September, 1903; won at 9 ft. 6.ins
1904 secend? at 9 ft

ruif;. 1904 won. at 9’ £t 8
Kllﬁ’ne.ne, Aug‘ust A5th, 1904,
second a.t 9 ft. H ins.; Elton_,_Aug—.
ust, 1904, won at 9 ft. 7. ins,; Lime-
_rmk September 18th, 1904, second.
at 9 .ft. T ins.; Gal‘bally,, Septemb_er'
95th, 1904, won:at 9 ft. 9 ing.; Kil-|
ﬁnane, August 13th, 1905,

wWon e.t
10 ft. 1 In; Me,llew, August 15th;
1905, won at’ O ft.

6 ins.; " K11ﬁr1ane
1906, won at 9 £ft. 9 ins.;
t, 1907, second  at

7. ins.;
ins.;

IKilfinane, Augus
bo ft. 9ins.; Dremeollegher

tember, 11907 second. at 9 “ft.

GONNECTIQ%R AW.VITH CI?HE
William Dral::e retired from
‘active participation.  in- athletics

”Iu

talned his: eon-
Gaehe Athletlc

. -

nection with the -
Seeretery

Association as.
Club, a pes1t1en

- Kilfinane Hurling
which he

little
- quote a final tit-bit from William |
{- Drake,

revolve

nothing
high jump at 51t. 31nS.LA. yeer 13tﬁr'_,.
—8th August, 1898, 'to be:. precise—thrower was never estlmated high
enough. I never saw a man in the
ring

al.that could use .  himself  to- such

mallock, with a lea.p of 5ft. 6ins,,|

gust. 15th,. 1902, at Kaalﬁnanehf-
- J, Blackburn, of Galbally, tied: with

‘Sep-i
8 ins. |

the |

filled.: W'l:th manke@ suc- |

they sheuld not be forgetten

WHAT HE THOUGHT oOF
PADDY RYAN;

And T thmk T ean eenclude this |

sketch no . -better than. to]

in remlmseent mood, - this!

dealing' with a famous Pellaegreen |

. figure still happily with us:—

“Paddy Ryan. threw the 16 1bs.
hammer. with such ease, and could|
‘while doing tha,t ‘triple.
turn  with stich. speed,. that it was |
less. than ‘amazing.
“Pe,t Ryens werth as. a weight|

with a hammer in his hand

advantage as he could.. Somehow
or other, he was bullat differently to
any of them. He W’es my ideo}l of |
what a. perfeet specimen. of weight |
thrower should be. While. Flana-
gan was a runner and jumper to|
be reckoned with in hig early days
a5 an athlete he was built symme-|
trically as « WElg"ht thrower; yet
he lacked the helght that P&ddy
Ryan had, and he could never|
utilise - the: space’ Wlthl].’l the T-foot
circle as Ryan used to.” |

Ne., 36—Jim Condon ef Leugh Gur..

" eess from 1906 to-
“same. perlzed e
capacity to. many
letic. sports . meetmg

For many. yeers
Williamn  Drake 'Tre

rick, where he. con
a’ very keen mtereet 1n the

~e.cte¢ in.a--like:

enied “in.
tinued te take

mark&ble memery

stf ﬁrst eppearance

"_-,"-! .

m—

1915. Durlng' the |
Kllﬁnane ath-_t_

fellewmg 1915 |
Time-~,

A

o}




