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(By SEAMUS

O’CEALLAIGH)

, reo’e/nt passing of Dan Dug.- a draw, M:tchael J oyce captamed
tn removed the last remaining the St. Michael's team. -

with Limerick’s first County The re-play ‘took place in the
.or Football Final, and with | Island Field, and resulted in a vie-

events which led up to the]jtory for Shamrooks which led to.

meg of the first All-Ireland| their being challenged by Kin-
senior “Football title by the far-| cora, a North Tipperary combina-

famed Lzmerloh Commerolals
Club.

i tion. The challenge was accepted,
| and the match played at Ballina,

The sed eventl also reoelled nos-, before a tremendous gathering of
talgic memomee of the big part| excited spectators. The result was
St. Michael’s Temperance Socielyia win for Kincora, and the recep-

played in the G.A.A. affairs of the
early d&}'e, reminding uﬁ of stirr-| created a lasting impression.
‘ing events when the ssociation

was in  Its mfanoy The reoordI - RETURN MATCH. '
of “3t. Michael's” is a proud one,:
and well worthy of the many fam-
ous figures that gre,ced the arena

in their colours.
St Mloha,el’ gave to the. GAA

tion given the Limerick team

| The return match was played at

Rosbmen, in March, 1884, when
Kincora repeated the wotory The
- multiude that followed the teams
Ifrom the city to the field, march- |

‘some of its best players of. theling in . their club colours, and

infant days, and a few who were
destined to hold high office in the
Councils of the Asscciation. They
"are one of the great clubs of old:
-who nawve drifted away from the
"G.AA., and I think of no greater
tribute the members of tfo-day
could pay to the memory of men

headed by the Boherbuoy Brass'
and Reed Band—champions of:
Ireland at the time—and a splen- |
did fife and drum band from Tip-!
perary, constituted -a sight ‘that
never could be forgotten. —

“who built the Temperance Sociely | ment ran 1o fever heat, and the

“and the G.AA., than the resolve to
again. field horline and footbatl
teams in the oomang year's com-

, petltlons

‘enthusiasm creatsd what may be .
called the hurling epidemic, Tne
|ex1st1ng clubs could not prowde
plaoes on thelr tee.ms for prospec-

St Mlchael’

The hurling rules were very
peculiar in those early days and

the .best advantage of them grad-
nally led to the revision of the

crossed any part of the “over” line,
all the defending téam had to get
il:uel'.llno that line until the “puck
out” was struck, when the ball, if
struck out in the ordinary way,
was wholly at the meroy of the
lOPpOSlthI‘i L
| SOME DEVICES o

© 'To combat the difficulty here,

- -lJaok Malone, who had a powerful

puck, used drive the ball as high
u3 possible,  that ‘his men may be,
out by the time it reached the
ground. |

The . goalkeeper of St ‘Michael's |

defeated in the final for that tour-,
nament, adopted another device for
dealing with the “puck out,” and |
it was this—he’d strike the ball a

'short distance so that his own men
would be on it before the opposi-:
1 +iam got in. This succeeded for a

The match was very ngorouslv,,whlle until John Ryan, the full-
but honourably, contested. BExecite-! frrward of the Liberties, saw an

opportumty of displaying his mar-

‘vellous speed, and rushing in from |

ciae regulation distance he almeost
swept the ball off the goalkeepers

hurley, bangmg in the {first goal of H |

“
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st Michael’s Football Club, 1337 — Ba.ck row—W.

Trounds.el] E O’Con:nor R. Gleeson, W. GIeeemn, A

Eea.rnery, | Trehy, ML Jq¢ oyce, J. Duggan, P. Stapleton, T, O’Domwll T, Prenderg'ast N Kiokham

‘M. Danaher, P. Berrett J. O’Reilly

}l‘ront row—-—E. Keanﬁey, M. Tuite, 4. O’Connor, D. Duggwl, E. {’Dwyer (Captam), D McNmooe, ,J
- | . ‘ - Hennossy, W. O’Oonnor J Fﬂazglbbgm. o o

W’OULB BE VERY I-IA.P‘P‘Y
- QCCASION.
It would be a return for St
Michael’s to an arens they graoed
“in the 'past, and a very happy;
“occasion for the G.AA. to wel-
come back s unit- which played
such a noble part when the G.AA.
wags far from the powerful organ-
isation of to-day, and when it
badly -needed friends to propagate
its ideals and preach its policy.
St. Michael’'s were a G.A.A. force

tive competitors with the result

nucleus of new ones, which were’

that ‘some members ‘broke away |
from. their clubs and. formed Jthe; final -and the surprise . sucecess . of
St. Michael’'s will be amonget the

started all over the. city and in]|
some parts of the county. In M.ays
of that year. ,2the South Liberties:
formed. their club, when Jack
Malone;, one of the most popular
players of the Shamrocks was
made captain. .
: !GEN’.ERAL GROWTH OF
AOTIVITY.

when it. was not popular to have|{ There was a general QIOWTh Of

‘anything. to do with the “Gaelic
.thing,” .and for the part it played |

“then the Assoolatlon owes a debt1

. it “cannot repay.

We find mentlon of the' St.
Michael’s T‘emperance Club as one
of the very first clubs to be affil-
-iated to the G.AA. in  Limerick.
At that time they Were alree.dy in
“existence for some period, so it
“could .be . said.  that  they were
aotu&llly *foonded hefore the" GAA
ltee]t«, theirs effogt& to. . revive Gaeli

"games - being an important fgctor
“behind the move to- esta,bhsh e,n
~organisation. to- fulfil that. pmpo;s_.e
on. a nation-wide basis. -

HAD OVER FIFTY HURLERS“
At the time of their -affiliation, |
the club- boaeted over fifty hurlem,

amonget the most  prominent of|

whom Were Dick Gl_eeeon T.C., who
afterwe.rds~ ﬁlled the  post . of
Treasurer - of - the Assoole.tlon ;
William - Gleeson later of Feda~
more, who beoe,me Cha1rman of
the County Board,  and gave to

‘hurling . some renowned - sons ;-

Michael J oyce, 'who represented
Limerick -in Pe,rhament 'I‘homag
Prendergast who filled the post o1’
Sheriff with distinction for.

years, and Dan McNeice, leter the

popular Secretary of the leerlck
. Harbour Board. i -

FIRST HURLING MATOH
- IN LIMERICK. |
The first hurling match pla}\‘\d
in Limerick City was at Rosbrien,
between St. Michael’s and Sham-
rocks, with  'Tom Prendergast as
referece. ‘The Shamrocks Club was
composed of members. from the

City and Liberties, and was cap- |-

talned by the very pOpular Tom
Guina, one of the first, if not the
first, “to pioneer the pastime in
leerzok City.. - This .-game - was |
played late in the year 1882, about
.two years before the GAA came
into existence, and after a most
exciting oontest the match ended in’

activity: all over the country in.
1884, towards the end of which: a .

meetlng was held in Thurles,- at |
which the G.A.A. WwWas founded.
No sooner did the laws, rules and
I objects of the Association become
known than vigorous . opposatlon
was encountered. - All the anti- .
Irish elements umted in trying to:
kill in its .infancy the new move-
ment. Archbishop Groke rallied
to .the ‘aid of the G.AA. in no

=1 unoertmn_fashmn and his famous
toriletter, which: :becal

~of . the “G.ALAL g med Topt
sooie,tlon the” e.dhefrence of ell the.t
‘-Was “good - and netional m the
! country.

Affiliations began in 1885 ahd
tournemente were . started in many
places, as 'well as sports: under the-
G.A.A. rules. Meanwhile, the
famed Limerick Commeromls were .
blazing a trail in football, and
we . find mention of St Mlchael s
as one of the teams to give them
some of their hardest gamee in the

early »days.
FIBST BIG LOCAL HURLING
TOURNAMENT.

| St Michael’s .. competed in the
first big hurling tournament played
in the county, which took place
at Brown's Field, Ballyneety. The
other competing teams were South

Lzbertle's were making their first.
appearance and surprised all by
i'their splendid play, to defeat St
| Michael's in the Final, e,nd secure
a. valuable silver cup.

The far famed e,thlete——-wB1g Ned
O'Grady of Ballybricken, was Tre-.
feree,  and outstandmg pleyers
were: Jack Malone (capt.); Kirby,
Woods, Ryan (of the Stream)
Brien, Hayes, Rahilly (from -the
New Street) .]'ohnny Leonard, and
Coll,, the -runner, -all of South
Liberties; Wllhem Gleeson, Mich-
ael Joyece and. Dick Gleeson,- of
St. Mlohael’ Jim.  Fitzgerald
(Shamrocks) and Ned ‘Dundon,

Liberties, Crecora and Shamrocks.

—

h1s afterwarde bmlhant oareer '.
Next week, the first great eounty

matters reviewed.

Vﬂlﬂ:r 1

-Ce..ptmn, McNamare, and .’Shea-_
{ (Crecora).

the different devices used to take

rules. - When, for instance, the ball

team, whom the Liberties met and |
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GREAT LIMERICK SPORTSMEN

No. 23-DAN DUG GAN Of St.

- E—— llus all and could easily havemobjec--

(CONTINUED) | o |teaci1 hefore th% gartntla 1%%01{ -place,

- | ', {an not wait unti ey - were

(By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH) | beaten. But, of = course, they.

thought they had the beating of us,

. after  their big run of thorles 3’
T. Mlchael S were one of the ; of people that had yet marked the | gver the leadfng teams of the

Limerick clubs to be repre- | popular interest in the Gaehc South. - They were all big, hefty
sented at the second annual All-| pastimes, - | men, whilst our lads were 'much,
Ireland. Congress of the G.A.A. The football game was played llghter ¥ | |
held at Hayes's Hotel, Thurles, on | first, the contestants being St It was easy. to understand Dans
Saturday, February 27th 1886. Michael's and Commercials. The chargin, when one realises’ that

The -St. Michael’s delegates were | toams had met before, when the | Commercials were then .capable of
Michael Joyce and Dick Gleeson.| G A A was but in its infancy, and defeating the best teams in the
Dan H. Ryan represented the:ip. Commercmls then scored & |land, and proved it in the success-
leEEI'ICk Commercmls MI"” J. K. tdecided success.: SIIICE then Cﬂm- pacﬁed campaign Whlcn subse-'
Bracken, of Kilmallock (father of |y ercials had been the - premier | quently brought them the first All-
Brendan ‘Bracken, who held 8L team in Munster, having preserved i jreland senior football title played
imp:ortant Mimstry 111 Ml' C'hurc— throughout an Umbroken record in in tHe annais of the G—A.A And;
hill's War Time British Govern-|girrerent ~matches with crack | Commercials - won  that mltzal
ment) one of. the founders of the teams and others. | | Gaelic football Blue Riband  with

Association, . and - its- ‘then Vice- TED AMZE
President, was also"in a.ttendance ﬁ0£§3 gﬁgfesntly, sgmethmg- the exact same twenty—one as

The Secretary,_ “Mzr. - Michael of a surprise when St. Michael’s ! figured -against St Mlchael’s m the_:

Cusack, in his report to Congress, | ;.- d“awn game.
- said the followfng clubs gweré Wontby ave I%an%tsit anc, ?nfe fotrlfgi; THE RE- PLAY. -
affiliated from Limeérick — St.|Pomt to one ltorie point for | The re-play took place on a Fri-

-k | ! . | hotl A
Michaels Temperance  Society, | opponents. - The game was Yiday evening in late July in St.
&mméfclals R%,thkea,le, : Castlg- contested all the way, a right dour ! pichael’s Field at Corkanﬂ'ee St. |
town Conyers, Shamrocks, Bally-|Struggle, fought-at a tremendﬁﬁs Michael's had to find substitutes |
Landers and Bruff. Branches were | pace, with the wily Commercials| for five of the seven ‘men named !
subsequently formed in  several. representatives all the time batt-|in the objection and this materlally
other districts, and nmeteen clubs | ling strenuously and gamely affected their prospects. . [
flourished in Limerick City before | against a side that counteréd every| The new combination Had’ net-_:
the end of 1886. They were: St.|move with skill and precision, to the experience to stand up to the :
Michael’s, Shamrocks, Sauth Lib- | score a great if ane,xmct.ed SUccess. | fine combination of the Commer-
erties, . St. Mary’s, Treaty Stone, | M. Tuite, E. O'Dwyer, P. Staple-|cjals, and although they battled :
“Carmen, Clan na Gael, St. John’s, | ton, T. Prendergast and M, Dan-| bravely and gave a fine account of
Wolfe Tones, League of the Cross, -agher, were the stars of this fine| themselves, the determined work
Sarsfields, I—Iem'y Grattan’s, O’ Con* { St Mlchael’s side, . the Jull teams of the “Drapers " and 'a storming
nell’s, Smith O'Brien’s, Glencore, reading:-- | finish turned the tables on the
Tord Edward’s, Slashers St. Pat—_ St Mwhael’s—-uR Gleeson,” W. gallant St. Michael’s, _
rick’s and C‘ommer(:lals - Sad to | Gleeson, A. Kearney, P. Trehy, M.! " Dan was a 8 ectator at that'-
think that only fom:' survlve of | Joyce, J Duggan, P. Stapleton, T;-:— match, and he holds tha.t St. Mich-
thal pioneer band. O’'Donnell, T. Prendergast, N.iael's would have - again emerged.
ST. MIG%S % INTER- Kickham, M, Danaher, P, Barrett,| triumphant had they 2 man.  to

st mg%eis Yla ed their ﬁrst E."Kearney, M. Tuite, "J. O’Connor, | mark the smallest pla.yer of the’

b - |'D. Duggan, E. O'Dwyer (eaptain),| forty-two, Malachi O'Brien, who

mter-coumty game at . Birdhill 1D McNelce 3. Hennessy, W

| b _ , .| gave one. of the greatest displays

ﬁﬁ"rﬁh %ﬁSG fégSIII;t Stmg-ifeen%%l | 0"00111101‘: J.. Fitzgibbon. - ° _. ] of a wonderful career, In fa.%t y;t..
%}affcy, gfd Klllag,loe refergeed | _Commercials—F. Fitzgibbon, E.| was Dan’s opinion that no player,
St Michael's were again repre- | Nicholas, E. Casey, T. McMahon,! pefore or since, outshone O’Brien

'= Phll Kﬁ&tlng P..S. R‘BBV&S J M"lll— in the brilli f his f O'tb '1] He
sen at a special meeting .of the | ’ n the bri 1anceo is footbhall, He
Ass%ec%at}om ]:?eld in Thu%lesf on |queen, M. Slattery, P. Kelly, ;P was the finest player he saw m his
September 27th, 1886, and at which Kennedy, J. Hyland, R. Normoxle, 1 long lifetime. - o
the President, Mr Ma.urlce Davin, -D Corbett (ca tain), W. Gunnmg,;g._ _ o -
said it was pr'oposed to add a rule' . Cleary, R. Breen, T. McNa-~i |
that persons playing under rugby mara, P. J. Corbett, Malachi
or any other non-Gaelic rules can- | O’Bmen Tom Keatmg, J Ken-

not be ‘admitted as members of [ nedy.

any branch of the G.A.A. The same | AN (}B-]EGTION- | '

rute applied to hurling. Commercials subsequently objec- L~
Mr. Michael Joyice (St. Mlch--. ted to the constitution of the St. M
ael's) took exception to the pro-{ Michael’'s team, alleging that

posed . rule, inasmuch ag athletes| geven ‘members: of same had played

were allﬁwed to . play other games, __.rugby Dan Duggan, and his bro-;
such as cricket, under ]E}nglish ther Joe, were amongst those

rules. | mentioned in the compla,ln't which
The Premdent sald that the Asso—g was upheld, and a re-play ordered.
cigtion made no rules for cricket, When I discussed the obiection

and as -regards the games fhey with Dan a few years ago, the old
catered for, they were determined,|veteran still harboured a grievance
in accordance with the Splrit concerning same.

which had prompted the starting! He maintained that it was the
of the: Association, that the games|work of followers of the beaten
should be played under old Irish team, rather than of the players,

rules., - and blamed the fact that these
“The rule was then adopted. ‘had lost' a considerable sum of

~ THE FIRST LIMERICK money  arising out of the defeat
_(CONVENTION. of the strongly fancied Commnier-

The first Limerick Convention cials twenty-one.
was held at the City Hall on Sat-|  The match had aroused remark-
urday,: Januvary 15th, 1887, MTr.|able interest in the city and many
Anthony Mackey, C&stlecannell  were the side bets placed. 'The]
) pres1dmg " Chairman a,ppomted Commercials supporters were cock-
was Mr. Paddy O’Brien|sure of victory and gave generous
(“T'wenty”) of the C’.lan na Gael|odds. They were, consequently, |
Club, with Mr, Michael Looney as|very sore when their men were de-
secretary. feated, and immediately looked for
C’hammonshlps were 1mmedlatelv some way to save their money. -
" organised, and the first senior hur-| COQULD HAVE OBJECTED

ling and senier football finals of{ BEFORE THE GAME, =
Limerick County were decided at| Fire came into the old timer'sj
the Grocers Field on Sunday, July|eyes when he summed up the situa-
17th 1887 before the larges:t throng 'tion Wlth the remark “They knew |

- iy




 Limerick . City

(By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH)

F 1K suceessfnl eigameatlen . 01

the 1887 Championships, ‘and,
the enthusiasm aroused by
well contested finals, rallied strong
support to the G.AA, with the
resuit that by the end of the’ yeer

the number of afiiliated elube
“and county had

reached the splendid ‘tetal

" ninety.

" on a political basis, decided that}

| - Most Rev.

' letic organisation; and t’he

- politicians”-=those
. meanly - shoneen to 1dentify them- -

. “;_

- many

' national athletic -organisation.

and seeured

~ginning.

different
soemtmn were at work: e,ttemptmg_'

* to gain control -of: what, in:a very:

‘obey" its ruhngs

| Con s;ta,b nle,ry,
Was

“the nolitical.

- Trouble however was e.lse eleee_
'to the herlzen The idea of found-
ing a Gaelic Athletic Association
was originally inspited by sources
“closely ailied with the struggle for
- nhational mdependenee |

The failure of the Insurrection;
ef 1867, and the tranSporfte.tlon of
ef the ‘KFenian leaders, left
the road-clear for other mﬁueneee
whose objects were to wean thel
youth from:- thoughts of" separate

. nationhood as far e,s Irele.nd wae |
concerned.

iWLUE‘NC[E OF T‘I—IE IR.B |
Thinking men, realising the ime-
possibility of any action towards.
re-organisation of ‘national thought

eemethmg would have to be done.
to save the youth' for ‘the: nation,

and the- IR.B. were. quickly ‘won

over to the idea: ef estabhshmg ATY

~ organisation : for ‘the: révival of
 Gaelic games. and athletics a&s aj
first ‘step towards’ the national re-|
surgence that had -then ‘become an |

urgent- neceeerty, 11'" the natmn wasl
to be saved.

- The 1L.R.B. ce-uld not. 0penly1 Spen_ l

sor the establlshment of -

) 'erge,meahen ‘but it was, with their
t‘hatl

‘Michsgel Cusack first e,pproached
OﬁfEﬂ, I

wwith the | |

full approval -and blessing

the venerable Bishop of
D1 Duggan,.
proposal for theé esrtabllshment

The patriotfc Bishop, - who “‘had
faced 2 British Judge and jury for

his activities in the Land - league |

whelehee.rtedly “be- | _
- there were all the e'lernents ef a._

struggle, was
hind the prnjeet and: it was from

-_h1s recommendation that = the nid |

Crekg wee seught i
| President, was: net in attendance

and the ﬁrst big dle'pu're of tbe :
- Congress concerned:
ment ef e ehsnrmen te the n1eet~.-

attended | mg

ting, but power- i
the inaugural meeting, but p 4| P N Pitzgerald for the p@‘;lt‘{)n !.

of Most Rev. Dr
SPREAD LEKE A PRAIRIE
FIRE.

The GAA hed a verv small be~

Only’ seven men

at work -behin

fuil 1nﬂuences were | : ]
the scenes. and despite strong op- | and was seconded by P. T. Fiociny
position - from anti-national = ele- | Rev. J. Scanlan, C.C, Nene*‘rh |

ments the mnew: movement spread

like 2 pra1r1e ﬁre threun'heut the i
country. -

This pepulenty had 1te dangers

angd . it was.
influences: “inside the. As-|

short time; -had grown. to a mest
p owerfui erglamsatmn
The third. ennue,l
the G AA. held in the’ Ceurtheuee,_
Thurles, on November 9th, 1887,

. was 8, vVery stormy affair, the most

~ historic
| "eoeiatmn,

in the annals ef the As-

of unparalleled exc1tement
There were manyv.
whmh

it
action . 'in-
individaals -~ who.. had - refnised
‘These suspen
netnrelly deten-

membe rs Wwere:

- vained to everthrew the gevernlng
. body at the first. eppprtunity that | simon,
 presented: dtself: and. were: sunper-; t"he -d
teed bv streng ertlelee Wh;lch

L §;-.peared

m eerteln;_ﬁnewenf_;ers

The: exeu1s1en ‘of the Reyei
theug_h
then =~very - unnOpu-le.r with |
masses- - of  peovle,. was’ regarded
by some. weekhngs as- mtroducmg
element into’, “what
wag clgimed’ to be 4 purely ath-|
“non-
who - wére. 100
selves  with: a purely national

rnevernent and all tee cewardly te

twu |

I
1
|
L

of*

ei}enly oppeee 1t—-§d1d all in thveir
power. to bring about the over-
throsy of the Lxecutwe

~ The fact: that men who made no
secret of their desire to wipe. out
“the British nmame. and nation”  in
Ireland, were 1dent1ﬁed with the-
Association  gave ‘thie organisation
a complexion which ‘made many -
timorous  people uneesy and -
aroused the hostility orf *a large
number of clergymen In. e.ddltlon,
the G‘raels of Tipperary, then the
strongest Gaelic county in TIreland,

'_he.d grievances of their ewn
| against the HExecutive.

It may be stated thet there
never was a4 governing’ “body

agalnst whom was arrayed SO
many influences, and, on the- other
hand, .it must. be a.dm1tted that no '

I_governmg body ever had behind it
more leyal and enthusiastic sup-
perters The * streng nstionalist

| 'views_ of. the ‘Executive, their vig-

orous action in crushing' . insubor-
~dination, ‘and . their earnest efforts.
to. ‘maintain - d1se1p11ne«, appealed
‘to thousands of Gaels in all -parts
of the country, and- accounted for
1 the fact that they were able  to
withstand the attacks of the most.

| bowerful CI’ltICS e.nd the most in-

sidiougAf
- MIS 'AKE’S OoF STRONG MEN
| Leekmg back now -calmly on’ the
‘work. of the Executive, it must be,
,a,dmltted that the rnembers of the'
gevermng ‘body made some  wiis-

efag

Cwi

takes, ‘but. they"
- of. etrong men with streng views,
determined to" make the Associa-

tion ‘what it is. to-dav——net enlye, |
e*ree."" -

nowerful athletic’ body, but a’
net;enal ergamsa‘men - ”’
Over eight hundred. clubs were
" represented at  this unforgettable
Congress, each by two delegates,
--When the preceedmgs eommenced

soon - apparent that |

| the . Courthouse . was  densely
paeked The . whole place . was
seethlng with. - excitement, and|

lively mieeting.”
- Mr. Maurice: Davm, the entgelng‘

“the - appoint-

Ald. I-Iorge,n (Cork) prnpneed

put forward the name . “of Ma]er
‘Kelly, Moydéarkey, who, it was im-
mediately eéxplained, was a suspen-

ded member of the. Assomatmn |

HEATED WORDS,

and marked by 1ncldentef‘

c1reumsta‘ncee £
invested . the - ‘proceedings’
with" uhusual mterest “The.. Fxecu=
tive had aroused 8, geed ~deal of |

'. ) hOStllltv owing .. o

Svigorous
suependlng (:lnbe .and:

fand Anthony Mackey
10 neen’ was  re-elected I—Iendmapner,_

ded-h':-end ‘A, Mackey succeeded P. Has~

The ﬁght for the ehelr went
for ever an “hour,  during
course ef “which - me,ny heated
words were exchanged
irje, ‘and - the -delegates - swayed_
_backwerds and - ferwerde
seething - excitement, -
Eventually Father Scanlen
16wed by over two hundred dele-

going Executive, were - three Lime-
mekmlen——mPat I—Iae.sett Treasurer;
Frenk B. ‘Dinneen, I—Iandwepner;

ap- - DR,
IR, 'S 4 .
. i S
I - -
" ' T 1 -
A1 - &, 0e 5 F
| REREAYES :
y A, e m

;:"Ir'lah;f?%f |
“body |

took ‘& premment palt in
=i_'efcnss-'ens e T T e

é‘thrbueh;' “the .
Rev. Dr.;;.,:;Qreke, Whe

ition’ Wlth Mmhe,ei ‘vltt ‘and .
Me,urme De.vm secured agree-

| - bemg represented

| qn1sed as representing the Beard to |

were: the mlstekee_

thlrty-ene elu’bs.'
_ The" diwsmne
evident at Congrese were also: ex-

eeember 30th

~ perienced at this -gathering - and

‘some- t00k3
place.
then Paddy O’Brlen (“Twenty“), |
a ‘member of the Clan na Gael’!
Club, and & man. of’ advanced nat-
mnal views, was . re-elected . Chair-
_rne.n, by seventy—ene votes to fifty-
nine for Bob Coll of - Maidstown

Castle, a prominent e,thlete who.

heated dlseueeiens

. V/As 8 J‘ ustice of the Peace and later

Chairman of the County Councﬂ*'”id’
number of delegates, led by Viery
‘Rev. Eugene Sheehy, P.P., eft the
]rneetmg and  held a secend Con- .
'vention, at - whlch arrangemen:ts-r
1were made for running charapion-
iShlps eeunter ‘to the official onee
{0 RECON STRUCTIBN
PROPOSAL
ha,d the

Meanwhﬂe ‘the ILR.B.
questwn of the 'split' in. the Tranks.
junder Treview, and instructions .
were .issued. tha.t the -Association
must be - preserved ‘at . all’ -costs.
With this object  in view,: the Te-
| construetion prepesale ‘were - sup—
portéd and. no ‘obstacle pla.ced. in
the way when 8 new. executlve ’Wa,s “
bemg appmnted

This E“xecutwe at a meeting on .
April . 30th 1888 considered . the .
pess.tmn- in- leerlck ‘ahd wdecided |
that: as both: Boards: hed cempleted--_(
rival. ehnmmonehips the winners .
under each body- sheuld play -off |
for the County ﬁnals the succese-}'
Lful ones in this test to” ‘be recog- |

act. for inter-county .purposes. .

St Mehael’s was - one . of - “the
teams to qualify for this. g‘rea.t {
test, details of which will be art -
F‘;of our S'tory in ‘next Weee' '-’Ei issue

-'l‘. o,

At some .

< perlede ‘things get very threaten-

Oengrees “of
1n the'

fol-
gates, left the Courthouse and held .
la congress of their.own. .

At the Corngress preper“ end 1n-"'
eluded in: the. members ~of the eut-=-

¥. . B. Din-.

sett as Treasurer. Edward Cahill, |
fKﬁteely, and John  Hurley,. Bally- !

m eonsu Ita- -

?emr 3

1

|

|

i

the"" |

1.

——

ment. to the heldlng of - anether,

Congress in the . following ~ Janu-

ary, County ‘Conventions to be

l1n all areas in the interval to regu-

Jgrise the. selection of  delegates
for same, and for the appmntment'_

of. new ofﬁcee etc )
The leerlck Geels met

held |




(By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH )

The ﬂrst
'erees determlnatlcn to enforce his

have explamed how a spht teck
place - ‘the . County. Board

I

through - the difference of opinien |
fashion, -

champion weight thrower, hig Ned

“between the maJerlty eectzon, who
“supported the - properly - elected
iChalrman Paddy O'Brien
(“Twenty”), and.:-a break . away

which put the Limerick: clubs mte
‘opposing camps. . |
i In order to test supremacy fer
_1888 County honours it was or-
“dered by the Central Council that
both grcups, _under their. respectwe'

leaders, try out: their separate ‘188-7].
uwes. and the ~srneters m each try.l
lccncluszons :
| This resulted in St. Mlchaels and.
"Commercials - being returned foot-
‘ball winners—the ' former. . under

‘Father Sheehy’s: Board; the Jlatter | .
-owing alleglance to - the O’Brleny'

~-adm1nlstratwn S1m1]arly, in:"hurl-
‘ing, - the: respective winners were'
tMurroe and South L1bert1es .

- As the teader may undereta d,
f-the coming together again of s ch_-
-famous and well matched teams,
under all’ the". conflicting circum-
stances, created excitement border-

ing on sensation, ‘and . preparations .

for the fray were qmckly inten-
sxﬁed—-—men,
gettmg mterested

l.group, led by Rev. Father Sheehy,.’

wonien: and chlldren {

111d1cat10n of

will was seen'when, in no lady-like
he forced the - world’s

-O'Grady, from g pes1t1en Wthh he
‘had taken up. |

..cheere of thﬁe other 31de

o

THRILL FOLLOWED THRILL.

After that incident the ball was

|'set -in motion, when everybody for-|'
| got- everythmg else except to wateh

its lightping " speed. amidst a. far-
ious onslaught.  From the outset

(thrill. followed thrill, ‘the ball fre- "
quently travelling. frem end to end
‘| of -the piteh without touching the
‘1 ground, and players. ﬂmglng them-

selves ggainst -each other like bat-

tering’ rams, while  the clashing of

ash sounded like a battle charge

bcund and just as followers of the
-rrespectwe teams would - be read

appear an- 1mm1nent Score,
came .-the ball from' - the"
defenders, - to raise: the

on the historic game, with grim  de-

~termination and- truly epertmg be-

‘haviour,

_The ‘half-time whistle finding both
s as ‘they started—no score’ —

helped to create: addltmnal excite-

‘The" spectators . were, kept spell- science,

merclale . |
-gamed 1mmeneely frOm the cam-:

______tense a, legacy ef the first great-
L -ceunty final meeting  of the pre~
1 vious. year's. champ10nsh1p, -_

- |.8t. Michael’s |
_|-initial county -crown, but. lost that

verdict- in the Council chamber. .
the ref-

when
s..won .on. the. field the

The  faet that Commermals subge~
quently went on to capture All-

} Ireland “honours only: added to the ‘
51 grief “of the St. Michael’s represen- .
tatives, wha were ﬁrmly |

convinced
that, but for' the unfortunate ob-
jectwn they, not Commercials,
Weuld be wearing the Blue Rlband

A STORMING PINISH
Bent on proving their conten-
tmn they' went .in . determined
fashion to Croom, where they met,
however, a, vaetly 1mprcved Cem--
twenty-one, who. had

paign for All:Iréland ‘honours, and

| were now. a. compact and well knit

combination, knowing each other's
play. to' a mcety and giving every -
indichtion of having profited in
experience and .confidence
from their clashes with the cream

A ef the Irish feetball world.
for an outburst, at. what sheuld i

back!
gallant
frantic
Sc went!

. St.. Michael’'s' did amazingly well .
te holg. them to almost level terms
for threequarters ‘of the hour, but
in a storming finish:-the All-Ireland-
title-holders drew away, to win_ as
they pleased in the final stages,

2-8 to” O-1—anti climax to a.strenu~

‘| ously

.fought struggle that . gave"
the: crcwd their ‘moniés worth, and
left many a spectator W1thcut ‘a

kvoice: fer several daye

ST MICHAELS HURLING CLU

. Back row: E O’Cenmr
Gleesen E. O’Dwyer, J. Gei]ms
M.P ), -

‘captain; .

Seccnd row; J. O’Connor, M Tuite,
Prendergast, J. Hennesey
Frenﬂ rew.' J "V.[cCarthy, P Stapleton, M B eurke, T

M.. Danaher, E. O’Rellly

W. Troumlsell,

T . FItZ xbbcn,
P. Baarrett W. OConnor. -
O’Dennei], J Fltzgibben.

1887

'.J"' .

Clancy, _T MeDcnaild E. Keamney, P O’Sulhvan, R Glee,eoll, Wllliam' ,'

Mlchael Jeyce (afterwards'-_'

ELABORATE PREOAUTION S
The match was ﬁxed for’ Creem,

_and elaborate precautions

'fwculd ‘be played in strict accor-

were |
‘taken to ensure that:'the games

"dance ‘with the" rules, and the Cen-

tral Celmcﬂ -appointed. John Cull--_"
a

EH inane  of ~ Bansha—who was:

power in himself—to act as referee.

To the credit of Croom, it -must

‘he said that so. perfect Were the
!field . arrangéments and so wel}
- marshalled was the record gather-

- ing of people and, indeed, so eom- |

‘pletely was. order mmntamed that | with the fast passing time.

11t was that day sowed. the seed
-of - popularity - for  ‘that "

historic

venue, where superb arrangeniente,-
good order, and fair: play are so

._ characterlstlc when 1mpcrtant :tss-
ues await decision. . -
| Under - & blazmg mld-day

(the date; May 15th, 1888) the hurl-
ing teams were ﬁrst to line out on
the well trimmed
iroe lads, -'all

Sllll |

pitch. . The Mur-|
Wearlng sparkhng-r

- white shirts, looked: as . fine ‘a pic-:

- ture of manhecd as-one could:

wish |
to-see, while the South Liberties- |

wearing: green and gold jerseys,;-
| although a much lighter. team,’ did
‘not take from the beautyof ‘the

picture which the dazzling sun-left:
~| Minute. after- minute

eparklu;g befere ‘the- eager multi "| When, at last,

{not alone mg;nalled time < up;

| victory for the’ L1bert1es but was a |

- The dlmensmns of the crcwd may;' ‘signal for. -a scene ef_1 Jubﬂatren |

be gauged by mentioning  that six)
Arom Lime-

- tude. |
| SIX S;RE!CIAL TRAIN S FROM
LIIMIERIGK.

- special trains arrived

~—

- rick.. These were all a- Ccmmer—-'-
' cials and Liberty: following;, as thej

- others travelled by coaches..

"v1ce adopted by theé orderlies on the

~field in directing the first five 11nes
0f, spectators to lie, kneel or sit

|dewn, half the peeple cculd nct see |

| the play.

The . pansh prlest ef Denogh—’

"more, Very Rev. T. Halpin, who.
| accompamed the Liberties, and was

paraded up,

meunted on herseback

‘'and down the margin - between
" players and spectators at one side

1 of the field, whilst the Rev. Father|

. Sheehy cccupled a similiar pOSlthﬂ
1 on feet at the other side..

' "-"*-iﬂu

i

to ‘a keennesgs that called for: the |q

‘intervention of the referee, whose

cemmandmg influence’ ebhged both
sides’ to ~understand - that  they
should pla

A SGENE BEYOND

- DESCRIPTION.
The,s play* kept growing faet and
-furmus while anxiety on. the part
of the Spectatcrs kept:

eight minutes play sremamed ancl

ent verdict—a. draw, the fortunes
of ‘war ‘smiled on the Liberties."
Johnny Connell -

‘Sheehan, who with a marvellous
shot from. -an ‘acute -angle 'scoréd
the only ﬂag of  the .game, ‘& point,

amidst a frantic outhurst of: cheen—f

ing, and a- scene thh 1s beyend
--deecmptmn
.When the excltemem sub31ded

play ‘was resumed and Murroe ‘nat-|

urally, - made - superhuman - effente

‘to score, but determination ruled

supreme on the L1bert1ee side -also.
passed, and’
the referees Wh*lstle
and

never to be forgetten.
| THE FOOTBALL GAME.

' The magn
_Whet'ted the appetite for the foot-
ball .game to follow, jand ‘the; huge

Were it not for the capltal 'de- | crowd awaited with’ lmpatlence the

spin of the leather.

Commercials had only a fortm it

earlier won the first great All-Ireland

‘senior football champlonehlp organ-
ised under G.A.A. rules; and /were.
at the peak of" thelr pcwer and
glor -

the game, and- from:
f‘%h?lt onwa;rd he h'ad to watch the{
ba

1ncreasmg'-
-’.,Sheehy[,
with the entire assemblage prepar-
ing themselves for the one-appar-

St. Machael's proved werthv foe- !

ment W’hen the play was resumed
1it’ soon became -evident that ‘de-|
termination to achieve victory-led

got pcss-eselcn*‘
and 11ke hgh'tmng passed to Con:

1ﬁcence of the hurlmg -

A SPEOIAL LIMERICK
OONV EN’].‘ION )

The Central Council eu:mmened
a’ specigl Limerick ‘Convention': for
J une. 11th, and sent. their Treas-

urer, Mr R, J. Frewen, to preelde.‘

‘Great - 1nterest centered in - the .
-gathering .ang: well- over two hun-
dred club. delegatee were m atten-

{dance. - A
| In"a bitterly fought battle for
{the Chair, ' Paddy O’Brien

'-(“Twenty") of the Clan na. Gael
Club, was elected by 123 wvotes to
86 fer Rev, Fr. Dunworth. When
the result. was announced, Rev. HE.
| PP, and ‘other priests,
with their supporters, left the con-
-vention. A cemp;lamt regarding
its -constitution. was eubeequently_.
made to the ‘Central Ccuncll by
Rev. Fr. ;O’Mahony, Kllleed but
the- gevermng ybody upheld the
-ilegahtv of thy election,  Other

|'6fficers. appointed included D. H.
Tledy' as. Secretary; and Frank B

1neen aé 'ndmapper

men, and the game was &, thriller—

‘A vigorous + battle : of - fast;: robust.
- feetball centested W1th a eeneider-—-l
able |
tion, evident on the set faces cf_
every man ‘of the fertv-twe. oot ok

skﬂl and g :grim: - determina-

vaalmr between the palr wae m—

-

‘o e

|
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JREAT LIMERICK SPORTS?; N

(CONCLUDED)

© (By SEAMUS o CEALLAIGH)

I—IE two Limerick Beards were

represented at the annual oon—-’the
of the Association, held in. Ireland

gress
Thurles on Janusry
Very Rev. E. Sheehy

23rd, 1889, but!
P P and |

|

leerlok teams failed to survive
opening round ‘of the All-
Inter-County Champion-
ships. .In senior hurling Treaty
met Ballyduff (Xerry) and won

about thirty delegates left early by a point, but Ballyduff objected
*on the grounds that time was up

in: the proceedings and held a
rival meeting, at which a motion
(gseconded by John Ryan, a Lime-
rick delegate) was carried calling
for the abolition of the Central

Council owing to the expense of

maintaining same—the work of
the G.A.A. to be carried on, in
accordance with the existing rules,
by the various County
At the Congress proper, Anthony
Maokey, of Castleconnell, was el-
ected ' Treasurer of the Central
Council and P. B. Cleary of Cah-
erconlish became Secretary P. D,
Grogan was elected as the
rick representative on the Central
Council.

The entries for the 1889 hurling
and football county championships
were very oons1derably reduced
from the fine total of the two
previous years. St. Michael's were
narrowly beaten by St. John's in
the Senior Football County Semi-
Final, St. John’s only appearance

in a Limerick decider was a mem-~

orable one Played at Derryknock-
ane in September, 1889 with
Paddy O’Brien, Che,lrman of the

‘County Board, as referee, it was.
a splendid tussle for supremacy,

spoiled by a dispute arising over
a goal claimed by the Commer-
cials and dlsputed by St. John's.
The result was an unfinished
meatch, the score. standing at ces-
sation of . play: St. John’s,
Commerolals 1-0 (disputed)..

COMZM;ERG'IALS AWARDED
THE TITLE.

The t.,ounty Boa.rd ruled m fev—

arded -the. title.
lenged the Commercmle to prove
their -title to the. . ~-championship, |

and the teams agreed to" meet
again at- Derryknockane; - with
Maurice Moynihan, Tra,lee as re-

feree, ‘St. John’ s won on this
oocaszon the  score .in the1r fav-
cur bemg 7 points to 2, but.

Commercials -~ Temained oﬁﬁcml
champions, as this la.tter match|
was not played under Connty

Board auspices. St. John’s ‘sub-~
sequently figured egamst the Clare.
champions . Kildysert Wllha.m
- O’Brien’s — -at Ennis, and were
- again. VlCtOI‘lOH'S’, thls tlme by 4.
points to two.
. South- L1bert1es won the Lune-
. rick  Senior Hurling' title that
- season, and were later defeated
at Newport by the Tulla Emmeéts,
Clare champions, - in the Munster
championship. The Clare lads sub-
sequently reached the All Ireland|
Final, in which they lost to the
Dublin chkhams, 51 to 1-6.
Playing with the Xickhams on
the occasion was W. J. Spam,
who scored three goals. He was
a member of the Limerick' Com-
mercials team ' that won the first
All Ireland  Senior Footbell cham-
pbionship and became. the frst
- player to win dual All' Ireland|
honours: Spain emigrated to Am-
erica the following April  where
he estabh'shed himself as a moest]
enterprising “and’ successful bu31~
ness man. .
THINGS GAELIC THEN AT A
- LOW EBB.
- The St l&&chael’s Club dlebanded
in 1890, in common ‘with many
other Limerick ‘combinations - and
things Gaelic were at a vory low
ebb during this and the foliowing
year. The entry ror the 1841 Co.
championships were the smaliest
ever, and it did not take a lot of
'prehmmarlee to reach the Co.
Hinals, Whlch were played at,
Loughmiore, Mungret, on Jaly -17,
1891. In senior hurling Treaty
beat South Libérties; and in sen-
ior football,” St. Pe,trlck’ were
successful 'over . Commercrnls
, Treaty. were assisted %% ‘seven
members. of ‘the disbanded Semt
Michael’'s - .Club, and Jack " Con-
- nors,  a former Liberties goal-
keeper was . also moluoed in their
line-out. - ‘South Liberties. were|
aided by several members ¢of the
former Mungret . Club.

Boards.

Lime-.

|

0'6: LKEI‘I'Y)
janpual Congress that year,.

St Johng enarTer

when the winning point was
scored, and to the surprise of all

| the obJectlon was upheld and a-
'replay

~ordered = which Ballyduff |
WwWon. T”he Kerrymen afterwards
became champions of Munster and
later of Ireland—the only I-
Ireland hurling title ever won. by
the “Kin om” Gaels. In football,
St. Patrick’s conceded a walk-
over to Dungarvan (Waterford).

THE ANNUAL CONGRESS.

At the annual congress of the

Association held at Thurles on
January 13th, 1892, only six coun-
ties - (which mcluded Limerick) .

were represented. It was reported
that the number of afiiliated. clubs.
had decreased from nearly one
housand in the early days of the
ssociation. to 220 in 1891, Political
dissension was largely respon-
sible for this regrettable position.
At the Limerick Convention, held
on February 3rd, J. Sheehy, Sec-
retary, reported hawng‘ written to
seventy-nine ' clubs in the C‘ounty

asking them to" "support  the
County Board and prevent dis-
funion. Only sixteen clubs- -had

affiliated as against thirty the
previqus year.
No County Championsmps were
organised in Limerick for 1892,
.the “County .did . not compete
1n the All-Irele.nd ties. Only three
caunties (Dublip,  Cork - .and
sent deleg*ntee to thce1
an

Lnnerlck -not havmg ten afﬁhated

iclubs, lost_ 1ts r1ght to a represen—

tatwe

St __Mlohael’s was one,._ Of the_;_ﬁ.rst

sent out by the County Board

seeking ‘the return of the " olden .-

clubs, and although short some of
thexr . Tormer sta.lwarts they
reached the County ‘hurling final,
played at Croom, on October 29th
1893, and’ which proved-a: runaway
v1ctory for their. opponents Bru-
‘ree, who ‘won 8-1 to 0-1

PLAYE.D UNDER CENTRAL
| COUN CIL. AUSPICES,

The game Was piayed under the -

‘auspices of the Central - Council,
owing to the. absence of a C’ounty
Board in Limerick, and F ‘B. Din-
neen, Vlce—Premdent Was d1reotly
in oherge Very Rev.. - Sheéehy,
P.P., Bruree and Rev. Fr ‘Carroll,
CO Croom, ' were "
amoenglst those attending
Lyons refereed, and the Croom

Band was present-and rendered a |

selection of national airs during
{the interval. The football- champ-

ionship lapsed this yvear owi t
lack of entries. d winE 1o

' The County Roard ‘was re-formeq

at a convention on November 11th,
1894, at which ‘W. 1L Trousdell
was a.ppomted treasurer and R, A.
Gleeson, T.C., one of the re-organ-
isation commlttee Both - were

members of the St Mlohael’
Club.

organisation drive, and fielg activ-
ities were soon back to close Ooh
that of the early years. At the an-

nual congress held in Thurles on
April 7th, 1895, ¥, B. Dinneen was _j
elected President of the Central

Council and R. Gleeson, T.C., be-
came the L1mer1ck representatwe
on that body.

The leenok
were in full swing by April 14th
and St. Michael's. hurlers beat
Smith O’'Briens ang Nationals
| successive weeks. ~In  the
final, played on June 23rd,

erties when the latter team left
the: field folloW’lng

ded the match.

The county decider took place at
Corkanree on August. 18th, in
which  St. Michael's beat . Boher
Nationals 2-3 to 0-1. It was'a bad
-game, spoiled by frequent . squab-

A couple of the Treaty p]avemlles 'I‘h'e St. Michael's players were

- who ‘had just won thé hurling
ohampmnshlp, “including Dan Me-{
Neice (afterwards Secretary of the
Limerick Harbour Board), turned
out and won
. pionship with St. Patrzek’s imme-
diately afterwards. _

the footbs.ll cham-

—J. Ryan, T. Hogan, W. O’Connor,

R. A. Gleeson, J. 0}’Su111van T, Me— |

Mahon, P. Kelly, J. O’Brlen J.
O’Donoghue J. Heath;, P. Staple_
ton (captain), E.

 Knight, J. O’Drlscoll D. MoNe__1ee

T, ReaI J. Wallace

i

! McKnight,

By ea.rly 1895 most. of the old
clubs had responded to the re-|

| ohamplonshlpe |

| early -G.A.A, days beirig- the™
. pearance of two of .

{ first of the Interprovmme.ls

promment '
D. 8.

eemt— '
St
Miohael’s were leading South Lib-|

a goal scored |

by - St. Michael’s, Wh1oh Liﬂ)ertles g
disputed. St. Michael's: were awar- "

O’Dwyer D. Mec-

‘Bas. llyagre.n,

|:players with ‘the
,tee,rn which . -beat

LmIERJ]GK HAD A DOUBLE
-~ SUGCESS.

Limerick had a double success in
(the 1nter—countv championship
games played at Mallow on Nov-
ember 30th. “In hurling St. Mich-
‘ael’s beat Kilmoyley '(Kerry),

1-2

to C-4, and Commercialg football-

ers beat Ballymacelligott (XKerry),,

‘The Limerick hurling
were — Thomas
E. O'Dwyer,
Denis
J.
T.
J.

56 to 1-1.
representatives
Reals (capte.ln)
W. = Sheehan,
Murphy, Thome.s ~ Murphty, -
O’'Driscoll, C. O Donoghue
Q’Connor, J. Sﬁl&gan :Il :IéIeath
. C on, yan,
&L];fea;nfﬁl_ O’l\éonnell T .Markham.
The Munster finals took place at
Kﬂmallock on February - 23rd,
whetre T‘ubberedora (Tlpperary)
overwh-...lmed the 8t. ‘Michael's re-
presentatives, 7-8 to 0-2,

M'.

and Arra-’

vale: Rovers had a narrow  win.

from Commercials, 0-5 to 0-3.

St. Michael's pertlmpeted in the

opening . game for the splend1d
Murphy Hurling Cup, and on Dec-
ember 15th, 1895, at Croom, beat
1-7 to 0-2
semi-final, pleyed at Kilmurry
some - tlme later, St. Michael’'s beat
Mungret, 2-9° to 2-4. Mungret ob-
jected,. and - the County Board
ordered a replay,' which, to the
best of my knowledge never took
place as St.  Michael’s ~shortly
afterwards’ went out of existence,
never to return as a vital force
in’ leermk G.A.A; ranks.
REMAINED A KEEN -
~ FOLLOWER OF HURLING.
Dan Duggan continued-for many
years- a keen follower of hurling
and witnessed all the great games
played by the grand Limerick

team under “T‘yler”
was age.ln an
when “Pyler’s’ son led Limerick
to All Irele.nd suocess 'Some twenty
AT D ROy d G o
“His? a.otwe pnrtlolpa.tl

:*"*n.e-;*'

ln‘ the

"h- "-" .'. --H

_games ended, however Wlth the
passing- of hlS beloved St -

MlCh-
aels—the- final spot . of:" glory ‘con-~

nected ‘with - this famed Club of

its-members— |
W, O’Dwyer; ag!
Munster hnrhng
Leinster, 5-7 to
Brldge London,
) 1896 - In. the

R: A. Gleeson ‘and:

2-8, at. Stamforqd
on Easter Monda;

o

Pom—r' S

| In the

Mackey and |
mterested ‘spectator

ap-




