N REAT LIMERICK SPORTS- EN

 Jim Fahey

- (By CAM AN”)

CATTERED among the hilly
) parts of Munster, where the
Lraltees ang the C‘Gmer&gﬂc; réveal
- & . hundreg moods in light and
‘¢colour, are .-the remnants of a
hardy race. °

Hiilside men ‘WhO wela cham-

pions &l they mdintained a grand

 tradition in ‘the
sp@rt of jumping from a mark
It is doubtful now .if . the
will  ever be seeh®
~another illustrious breead of Leahys,
+ Bresnihans, Creedons and Kaheys

like

“again —, if

once - popular-

will spring up to bring back pastl

lustre.
 To Jim Fahey, of Ga.lbally, be-

lorfged the distinction of being the
last of the ‘old" glory’. line,
Jim’s 1'ecent death;, 'in . far off
C‘hlcagbf has severed & golden 1linhk
‘with the great days ‘'of Irish ath-

letics.
| SAD MEMORIES

News of his passing revives sad:

‘mermbories, for it - brings
"many an old admirer of the great

men of other 'days’ the rca}lsatloni—lathletlc assembles ang it

of our present poverty contrasted

with the plenty of the yvears when,

the Leahys, the Ahearns,
the.. Bresnihans, Flana-

“Jpoche,

Fahey,
Shanahan,
- gan, R&al

Daly,
McNa,mara

I—Iyna,n

MeMahon, Dinneen,”
Creed,  Liyons, Keyes,
‘the O'Neills,  Condon,

Ctssen,  the. Fltzgeralds
O'Briens, Casey, _Connery
Houmganf - MeCarthyy -

"O’Shea, O’Connell Treahy, Rea,
and the Walshs Werp some of the

names that rang around the ath-~
evidence of the |

letic wurld, as
pre-emmence of Limerick in the
practice and performance of deeds
that left an indelible: mark in ath-
Jetie f-*tory |
HAD NO EQUALL

It is & claim that has never been
suiccessfully - challenged that in
years. around_the turn of -the cen-
tury, ‘IL.merick hodsted a  glory
band  of athletes  the: equal
“which were not to be found any-
where at the period.

In fact, it is doubtful. if in any

period - ‘since athletics were placed

on an orgamsed basis a like dis-
~triet—in ~area and populition—
ever produced anything
nearly appro&chmg the glory
that were the .p
and the athletlc W@rld srxty ‘years
ag‘t:h '

- The old lover of our . dathletic
pre-eminence | will recite with lov-
"ing pride the litany of - the great
hames who put record after
record to the credit. of Limerick,
bumt any such recitation must row
- be tinged' with rmuch sadness,
when one recells the very few who
survive of that brilliant band who

line

thrilled all “with ~some wonderful

deeds in da,:)fs “that cannot come

again. _
JIM FFAHEY'S DEATH

Jim Fa;_?_;ys ‘dedth recalls nos-—
talgm menmrl‘-_iﬂ for many of the

old timers;-@nd: many a silent tear
news flashed

‘was shed When tha

back to

Blacl{burne,' |

Careyi, the D”Giradys, Ryan, Coll,
Hayes,-

‘the

Fenton, [Scene: He wrote in feﬁlmg terms

MCGrﬂthy |

evel

ride © of - L1merick-

Ito ‘the full tribute of ‘the -fame

of

“over the se&s that the great Gal--

bally man: was no more.
I mourn: his passing . in a pa1t1-

cular Way, ﬁor Jim . ‘was a -dear.

frlend of ‘mine of many years

standing : *and - the" " letters -that
-passed betwee-n ns mrer 2 lenigthy
spell would ﬁll a ‘good  sized
Swoluime. | L

His erﬁmg‘s Were always deeply

me wwell

B .1nterestm~g1 and ‘hg kept.
athletlc

posted =~ Sni: American
doings, with’ blts;
often mc_]-f,-;_'ded
Jove «for ‘the-- hOmeland
C‘ra.lballv in particular, . and spoke
almost ....eversy.. letter
affectionate terms  of tha

ﬁf ‘boxing story

e hdad a great |-
-and for

in..very.
great

men he figured with on° athletic,;

. '_'_'_.

- fields at: home and. in.exile during’

- the  full quarter of a century he
- adorned the arena.

TWO OTHER GREAT FIGURE%’

- ‘Whern we first got to know each
.other, there was with him in
Chlcago two other men of County
- Limerick birth and Gaelic blood,
‘who with Jim were the peers of
ahy in the world in the arena of
field athletics with a marked par-
tiality for Jjumpingl They were
Dan Ahearne of Athes,  world’s
recorg holder in' the running hop,
step and jump, and two hops and
jump: Paddy Leahy of Cregane,
Irlsh ‘high jump recnrd holder and

%_ W T NS T L ELTET LY

I

SR !-!'-‘q.ﬁ.#r!u-'

J —
evenhts. Jim Fahey was, of course,

linstinet of-the Gael, which nheither

rhome and. abroad.

lgethetr, and

t1ast

%’ li ‘553
.talbaﬂy

1nnumera,ble

past champmn in

the world’s record holder in the
three standing jumps.

It was many years siice. any of
the trio stripped in a native arena,
but the memory of  their perfor-|

i

mancées remaineq & cherished,
vivid reflex of a wonderful ecra.
Though all thrée had. passed

beyond the normal age of active
performance, none ot them need, "’
even then shirk a cHallenge from
the average first class exponent of
his favourite test, “Such was the
calibre of such men, that a gage
of contest counld- arouse even com-
paratively late in life almost all.
their pristine spirit of achieve-
ment. Hach was.a spiendid - em-
bodiment of the fire and athletic

exile nor mrcumstances could im-
pair.

CHIEFS IN GREAT ATHLETIC
ASSEMBLES -
The versatilities ahd wvictories

of Ahearne. and Ii¢ahy are too
marked for cas*u;al discussion or
recital on an--ocecasion such as
this. They weré . chiefs in great.
is  suffi-
cient to say that théy are entltled--

they brought to. the’n: cauntry at

Jim, Fahey’ outhved the Urea,t
bulk of his, contemporaries and I
can say that he felt the passing of
his old friends, as one by one they
disappeared from ‘the “human

of many of . them and it was: evi-
dent that he enjoyed meeting the
old timers and the animated talks
that usually followed, recalling
the glories of .the past in Ireland’

athletlc story.
Jim revelled in dlscussmg ath- -

jletics gnd -in speaking of men-and

events of th, great years when .a.
humble, -Celinty Limerick athleti¢ .
gathering was capablé of producing
competition_and: performances: that
might ~not  be . surpassed at an
alympic meetmg—-—mgh ¢laim  in-
deed, but proved Iin the hard
school where figures are more elo-
quent than words,

CONTACTS IN RECENT YEAR&
RESTRICTED -
contacts  with Jim ' Fahey

‘My _
‘were - restricted unfortunately . in
recént years becausg of the fact :

that the old warrior found diffi-
culty in writing, and some of the| .
last communications I- had from
him, although -as. chatty ang in-
teresting as some of his best, bore
evidence of the. burden thai years
were - placmg on his otice powe_rful
frame and on the hands which he
used. in such .characteristic fash-
ion when ma,kmg some . of his
finest jumps.
Then the Ietters ceased alto-
it was. only  through
the kindness' of his son Father
Thomas Fahey, a Redemptomst
that 1 got anv news. of him. In his
letter: Father -Fahey said:.
“Dad is quite" smk and upset’ after |
niany months in- bed. I think a
lin, from vou’ "would make “him
feel great. I have tg go downtown
each week to try-:to get the ‘Lime-
?ck %eader and 1t 1s often ‘hard
o get.” |
Jim. Fahey in h1s letters Spoke:,
of ‘all the great -athletes of ‘his:
time but never. mentioned his own
great . performa,nces ‘The modesty
of the man. would ‘hot permit
reference. to’ himself - with ‘the. re-.
sult that I. had.-.to. furn to others :
for the starv ‘of . his: grand career,l
with Whlch I h@pp to deal
Week - | s |

next
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(CONTINUED)
By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH

HE world’e reeord holder 1n the Some of the bogks of two years or|

three etandmg Jumps-—James more would be the yeéars wheén he:
. ~J. Fahy was perhaps one of the ?returned home to: visit ‘his .native

|Glen; and. ‘the ‘1915 to- 1921 breaik '

“most paradoxical:
loomed  across the
land’s athletic story

gures that ever’
track of Ire-

|
|

. Paradoxical in the sense that her

~ attained athletic eminence without
-any.severe-athletic preparation. It
‘was simply as a little friend of his
conce said that “He ]umped far, 'cas
+he haq to jump.”
. T supposeihe just-had to Jump,
-for he.never Went into tre,lnmg He:
'never dieted: . He never departed ¢

was his period of service .
'American Army.

m the

The event was the- three Jumpe,:’
~and = here

standing, with we: gnts
are his figures:

1898—June 29th,
5”

1oneh1p, 37 47 (won by Chandler).
' 1899—October 17th, Aherlow, 35
115” 1900—August 15th Carrick~-on-
Suir, 36" 477; Sentember 12th, Anna-

_fl om h1.= oldmery day’s routine, but oerty, 37 17, 1903-—-——September 20th,

‘wher'Sunday came, he just ambled
oway uneonoernedl to some meet- .
+ing where the. three standing jumps .

wele ohi‘the programme and Jumped i

36’
| _to beat Fahy’s) jump, well Jim just lr37" 113
‘took another turn, and added on_a’

-ferther than anyone else,: o
If a fellow athlete continued on

‘foot or, 80 to his last effort.

It ‘was hardly ever the case of his

havmg an “off’ dgy. It was just

“that at some. meeting, some fellow

with a handicap made Jim g0 a
- few feet more—and he did it, and
stopped for that particular day

~Perhaps. it- would be -
some particulars of the life of this
‘extraordinary -athlete up to the
time of his depa.rture for America’
early in 1808.

HIS ORJ)INARY LIFE

‘He lived with his gunt, on a

eplendld farm .at (Galbally,.and.he
was in every sense of the word, his
own boss. But he never in any way.

misused his powers. -He lived the
clean ‘life . of - any ' of his friends
around-him and had nothing in ap-
pea,re,nce to distinguish him from
‘hundreds in simlla,r eiroumsten-
ees “'

-~The only- th1ng pecullar ‘Was his
diet and that was peculiar. I know
I Wlll ‘hardly be believed when 1
stgté that previous to leaving Ire-

land: he never ueed butter; practic-

ally. no meéat —
and: that crrsp a.nd hard; very little
milk’:' not “much sugar;
poteteee ‘He “lived - a tea diet and

hisirecord, certainly; is a strong ar-

gument-against the meat eater.
Jim: Opened His jumping career in
pu’blic in 1898, as a lad of 18, when
he:. “jumped. ~Wwithout' shoes ageinet
the ‘then renowned soldier, .Chand-
ler,. ln C‘ork 1n the 'Auguet of that
ear:
d I-I1s perfermanee that day was
reeorded as 37 ft. 4 ins., and there
was: scarcely. a- year until 1923 that

he'did not exceed these figures, His |

greetest feat—the wonderful three

jumps .of- 40 ft. 3 ins, at Calumet |

Park in. September, 1923, was the
rea,lrse,tlon ‘of his athletic ambition,
which he once said  was to clear
over forty feet in“the three jumps.
“A  WORLD'S RECORD.

These -figures are now aeoepted
and--gllowed as a world’s record. T
append a list of jumps, and I give
place; date and distance so that any
doitbting . Thomas may have verifi-
cation. of these wonderful perfor-
mahces, extending from 1898 to
1923—a period ¢f twenty-five years.

jarT 2

o

ell to give

j'%ﬁOS-—-August 15th, Milwaukee,

‘Templemore, 38 1%”. 1904—Sep tem-
~ber :IrSth Templemore 36’ 4”_ Sep-
tember 20th, G&lbally, 37 5. 1905

-'-—Se_ptember 12th, Borrisokane, 37’
83", 1906—July 2£}th Mitchelstown
107, 190’7—-June 29th,” Annecarty,
July 28th, 'I‘hurles ~(All-
Ireland Champlonsmp) 35 977 Sep-
tembeér 20th, Ballyde.wd 36" . 113",
PERIWRDMNOES IN. US.A. 2
'

September 13th;, ' .Chicago, 37
8" 'Oletober 13th, 36’ 3”, Chicago.
19{}9-—-July 10th, New Orleans 38’
11§7; September 13th, World’s F‘a1r
Chloago 37" 113", 1911——Septembe1

and noi

l Chicago,

imet . Grove
‘just a rasher only,

110th, Sta
Segtember 20th, De Paul Unive:;mty,

- 1915—May - 30th,
| River View Park, Chicago, 3T 075

| 14th, Chice.go 38 5”
38 T 1912——July 4th,
Madlson Wisconsin, .38 3"; July
18th, Lousvllle Kentucky, 37’ (53

'August .6th, Da,yton ‘Ohio, 37 47;

September  14th, Northwestern
Field, Ill., 3793 September 20th,
Green Be,y, Wlseoneln, 37 657, 1914
—-—Auguet 14th, Northwestern Field,
111.,39° 2%"; September 1st, Gaelio
Pa,rk Chleago, 38 T September
gg  Field, . Chlca. 0, 37 47;

Chicago, 37 17,

June 10th, Federa,l League Pe.rk
Chicago, 35" 113”7, 1919—v-Amerlcan
Army Sperts,
37 4", 1921———September 11th, Ca.lu-
Blue Island, 37’ 63",
1922——-—August 15th, Chwago 37 10.
1923 — June 17th Calumet ‘Grove,
37 1" September 2nd, Calumet
Grove, 40’ 3" (world’s: reeord) Sep-
ggmgier 16th, River Park, Ch1cago
ern- . Field, Chicago, 38 103",
SUSPENDED! |

Jim Fehv was once suspended
for professionalism in the States,
under extraordinary circumstances.
Joe Darby, the world’s professional
ehamplon was jumping out West
and Fahy, having
‘worthy -of his steel in the amateur
sidé€, conceived the idea of trying
eonclusmns with Joe.

So Jim took a holiday and hiked

met and licked the hitherto. un-
beaten Joe. - Naturally the lime-
light was focussed on the incident,
and -those Yankee limelights are

,plot was discovered.

"He had to stand down for a year
but when the darkie, Ben | Irish,
began to sweep the deeks at the
three standing Jumpe the Yanks

were not slow in reetormg Fahy's
amateur status.

.I have only touched on the great
career of a great friend, but I hope
I have outlined enoug'h to arouse

interest in the doings of one who;

Cappawhite, 36"
August 14tli, Cork City Champ- -

Oakland Ce.hfornla |

no foeman.

out West, changed his name and

flerce and glaring; and Jlms httle.

October. bth,

September 23rd, Northweet--.

though amongst the greetest Trish

|athletes,
'known.,

It is on'ly ﬁttlng to record that |

this fine performer. wqould “have

IN O’I‘HER EVENTS..
He won various prizes

jump, covering between 48 and 49
feet on,many occasions. .. In addi-
tion, he was not far behind the
world’s’ record of Ben Irish-in the
standing high jump, bemg credited

{with 5. ft. 2% 'inches several times.
| He was also a star performer at
the standing hop, step and jump,

having never been beaten in thIS
partloular event

_;s after all. not W1dely.-*

‘in theE
=Sta,tes at the running hop,. step and

f

made a world name for ‘himself in.
other jumping events. if he had not

Specialised at -the three stendmg
- JlepS

—
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GREAT I.IMERI CK SPORTSMEN

Jim Fahey

HIS week I reproduce an appre-.

ciation of Jim Fahey, which was.

~written by a dear friend of his, and
of mine, many years agoi—

The career and character of
-James Fahey presente some fascin-

“ating features, and in its evidence]
of personal worth and Gaelic. fealty,

- commends our apprecletlen

- The . standing jumps were the
media through which he success-
fully essayed to express the tradi-
tional athleticism of the Celt, They

were his forte, and in that choice |

“we can dlscern the .full cempa,es of

the athletic- Gael, o

Jumping from a stationary p051-
tlon is . the:instant transformation
.. of ccncentre.ted power into - har-
monious dyne.mlc action., Fahey
has long been in:the front rank of
the few men who possessed this

ment of a Higher Power,

- HIS HIOBEE IN IRELAND,
* This hasty sketch ef his athletic

:accomplishments must commence at

home, beneath the shadowgs ©f the

Iordl Galfees, beside the storied re- |
- cesses. of  dark Aherlow, where:

Keating laboured in safety at his

“Forus Feasa ar . Hireann,” near the |

romantic and pleasant ’vﬂla,g'e of | of them appeared beceme fewer

and fewer, and they were being |
‘quickly ehmme.ted from the c¢cham- |

"Galbally, on the border of L1mer1ck
and Tipperary Counties. .

" Thence - he hails; and there far
from the “Wmdy City’ on the

. shores of Lake Michigan, his heart
. gtill abides, though the living link | ;

of maternal attraction has been
“sundered, leaving a void that noth-
ing else can fill,

It is a sad fact that many famed
athletes, like authors, artists and

others, who attain to distinction, |

grow ‘cold of heart in exile and
become indifferént to early impulges
and ideals. Coldness and cynicism
flourish. out in the great wide
places of the earth where sSupreme
honours may be won, while the
natural affinities and fundamental
tenets of life can be ‘discarded and

iergctten e
EMAINED AN AhDEN‘T
GAEL -ABROAD,

This has been the barren tragedy

of many an illustrious life. It can

scarcely be so with the subject of|

‘this notice, for he remained an ar-
“dent, actlve earnest Gael abroad,

o as he had leerned 10. be at home.

The new world yielded him praise,

pleasures.and.a. caompetence, but. the

first emotions of hig heart still

manifest themselves in tenderness :

for Ireland. and a jealous’ pride in
.all that apperte.ms to. her honour.

- It ig inspiring to-find. some still,
“like 'him, “who acknowledged the
‘demestlc ties of .race and father-

land as readily as. ‘the calls of klth”'

and . kindred or’ the unrequiting

love of self, That'is, I believe, thel|

dominant, spiritual: trait of ¥ hey'e
character It asserts itself in every
word he writes, “and .ﬁnds scope for

. congenial exercise  in’ the. ranks of

the active Gaels in Chicago,

Let ug now turn to his ethletlc_

upbringing’: and . principal exploits, |
of -a steredtyped’ internationalism :

~which will be -instructive ‘apart
- altogether ' from the personal sub-
ject in hand - .-
| ASSG{OIATIO*N WITEH TI—IE
SOUTH.

It is a .rather remerkable thlng

~that. most - of - .our- best jumpers

i from:. a mark have come from

i South Limepick, Soutp. Tlppere,ry'
&nd Waterfﬂrﬂ COUIIfY S, j: E&ﬂﬂf}t
- say' that they have  all. been. na~|

- tives, but “it g a. fdct that - they
found and. developed ‘their e,thletlc
. bent thereabouts.

' The same applied to all eur fore-
' most polesvaulters-of former times,
cand it is” sad to relate that, with
‘ the decling of those fine old char-

- . acteristic “events there, they have
practwally d1se,ppeered from our

- native arenas.
I do net knew if ‘the. ‘veteran

Da.n Fraher of Dungerven fcun-—l

.
et .I i
&, P
) v

(CONTINUED)
By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH

-durlng hig own magnificent man-
isee them flourish during the early
| clation: ,and, fitfully, a little later.

our leading exponents of those

tioned, ‘Fraher, Barry, Keohane,
‘Wall, Kirwan and Holloway, repre-

reyr ranks.

la time when the earliest exponents |
fPourished, it was only natural that
natural gift.in perfection, Perhaps, |Fahey became enamoured of their |
his early environment explains this, jae,flhty and fame. It was, therefore,

- ‘else it were the aptly used endow-
(it was not long before his profic-|

fmsed

‘had begun to decline even in Mun- |

tricts, the &aeceunts of which must

heart was in these familiar tests|

‘toe, seem destined to- fall into re-|
j_moreeless oblivion at home.

‘North Amerlca His fellow exiles,!

happy recollections, co-operated
-towards the same honourable end,

distinctive jumps that is' fast bemg

'Uncle Sam,” like ‘Bert Harte's

disgrace _if 'we: . allow them fto

 attaining champion jhip status in
1907, when he" wo

_5-1nches and- the_ three-jumps: Wlth:_
35 Lo drise s Bxitler was ~then 1o

ent. 1mpulse, ‘he "was .destined to].
raise his favoured feats . in - trans-

f Galbally

ded of revwed the standmg Jjumps, |
hood in- this historic territory, to
days - of the Gaelic Athletic Asso-

The fa.ct remains, anyhow, that

arts came from the confines men-

sented the earliest array of such |

talent: . and, until the advent of=

Ccn.u'txnew,:r and Chandler (not a
native .but one who found This:
jumping on Irish soil), the Leahys,

| Mehigan ;and a. few more, had been -

without equal in Eu.repe in amat-;

Amidst such surroundmgs and at

as ‘a standing' jumper . that he
-~=:'¢::~ug_;h1L the competitive arena, and

iency and mestery were recog'_

POPULARITY .OF EVENTS |
BEGAN TO-. DECLINE. i
The pepulanty of these events |

ster. - Year by ‘year.. the pro-|
grammes on._ which one or iore |

pionship schedule. Oppertumty did |
not come so -often-to Fahey as he
could have wmhed or as it might |
hiave "~ ‘done - “in  earlier ‘years.;
Wherever a chance of competition
offered at all, it was mostly at|
rural meetmgs in. adjoining. dis-

be scught in .the" lecahty, if they{
are to be found at all )
Hee competed wherever pessible
and 1nvar1eb1y with success. His

of cultured vigour, -and it :is &
cause of .grief to him now :that
these .old Gaelic contests, toe-to-

He has strlven with - succes's to

maintain = them in the ° sports|
arenas of the middle - west ¢f

Leahy and. Aherne, being. allied |
with him in old  associations and

and the American Athletic. Union
gives. a place of esteem  to our

denied them here. ~
America has thus secured e,dch-
tions to its world fame. All the

records in these events “belong to

Arctic fowl. To Jim Fahey we owe
the credit of being -able to’ claun'
one of them as our own.
RESTORED IN PROGRAMME
OF TAILTEANN GAMES, |
’I‘hese jumps were restored in
the programme :of the -Tailteann
Games, but. little: has been heard
of them since. Will it not be a|

perish.? Yet ‘we seem -inclined to
do so; in pursuit of a -fatuous aldeai

that would ro6b all nations of dis-|

‘Ptinctive pastimes and 1ndw’1f;1ua.1E
. racial | prestige.

Fahey ‘sealed h1e preﬁclency by

the standing
hop, step anhd Ju-mp W1th 31 ft. 4

claim h1m AmidT Hew scenes, per-|
haps in response:i6 a gredt. mher— :

. el - - ' .

Atlantic esteem, and to win for} would nct be any mcre mstmcd:we‘

himself ~a place in the exclusive|than a glimpse at his prowess in

ranks of -those who have accéom-|its zenith. His grea.test and most:
plished a world’s best effort.. . endurmg effcrt was “not achieved

It is 1mp0551b1e, for reasetis| until sixteen years after he had
already given, to trace the for-| won his first Irish - champlcnshlp

tunes of ‘the standing . jumps|{What a trlbute to the -natural.

through the career of Fahey him-|character of = the event and the
self. Even ‘were it feasible, it na.ture,l healthy living'. o.f. the ma,n'

. o
T
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lweights. In the same ¥y ‘
Ghlgago he cleared 48 ft. 1% ins..

.. Seven feet,

. Paé_’e Twelve

|Ii

'GREAT LIMERICK SPORTSMEN

~ (coNmNUED) ]
By SEAMUS O'CEALLAIGH = |

ul'~ preserving: in - all"

o "Three "Jumps Championship at
| Dua'ﬁ@rgan " in 1913 with a clear-
ghce*“of 34 ft. 9 ins, without
- weights~ This -is-the -last -note-
 worthy" performance of his we can
- fndin ~an Irish arena. He re-

‘turnéd to the United States soon
- after, and ‘in August of 1914 we
- find him covering 36 ft. 2% ins. in
““three  jumps, again without
L el ear at

-+ in the running hop, step and jump
- =+a ‘distance rarely accomplished
. outsidé specialist competition.

-~ _inte ‘the organisation of Gaelic

- games in Chicago, competing with
o~ increasing distinction  at  every
oo mpeeting o at

" “ably ‘competed with success, and
. before 'long Yankee sports - pro-
: molers, ever on the alert for a
. “star turn,” Wwere only too anxious
to secure his appearance at their
" meets by putting one or more of
- the standing jumps on their pro-
‘ grammes, »
~Thus, through his own merits,
our ~champion proclaimed the
‘mjerits of our native tests of mus-
- cular agile manhood. Later, Jim
. Fahey -'represented the Chicago
. Gaelic Club on the Governing

f;?";-'?:%i'z'BQQ.Y'.'. 0f the Central Association
= of-the Amateur

the "United" States. = -

- ZENTTIH OF HIS POWERS,

~-We. must skip a recital of his
performances, ° always - consistent
in"each of the jumps, and wonder-
fully ascendant in the three leaps,
‘until-weé .reach the year in which
he < attained the zenith of his

This was 'in 1923 when, in S,ep--_
| Gaelic Games in’

tember,. at the Gaelic
Chicago, he covered 40 ft. 3 ins. in
three - standing
~ was officially- recognised ag an
American ‘and, incidentally, world’s
record  for '
possible,
this feat ( | 1V
informed that on that day Fahey
carried ' as many years as he
Jumped linear feet. =~ |
s than 'a fortnight later he

. was: in . Buiffalo. There he cleared
--38 ft. 0Oins. ‘with weights, and 35
ft, 103 ins. without weights.
- latter :distance surpassed the gc-

-gepted " -outdoor record of Ray
~Emery by 1% ins, but has not, for
‘soeme technical reason, been

. Less" thar

| —)

passed by the A.A.U. On the same:

day-‘he ‘accomplished 47 ft. 13 ins.
in * the "running’ hop, step and
o Jump.” T |
_The. pride of attaining record-
holding * status did not
Kahey’s” eagerness

the ~events He. admi

to  popularise

GV E | red and prac-
tised . with such success.  Up to
~the 'end of "his competitive days
he could win in thé most
company. In . October,
covered: 38 .ft. 2%
ourite " item; and,
Special request
hop,“step’ and jump, won with
fine’ ‘measurement of over fo

L

select
1925, - he
ins. in his fay-
- going out by
in the running
the
y_

' NEVER ABOVE LEARNING.
Like gll athletes who aspired to
eminence in any event, he g

and a decent subsistence was hi
alm in life, Despite. his early and
-continuous .. ‘successes, he " was
‘never above .learning, and fréeely
admitted that he had ‘been en-
abled to impraye his performances
by critical ‘observation of the
- Mmethods of other trans-Atlantic
. exXponents of y

mark. - o o

Fahey’s zeal for all his pet tests
and for--the" furtherance of all
distingtive Gaelic games grew
more ‘enthusiastic as the period of,
~his competitive ‘activity neared g
-close. His  letters' home glowed
_With admiration fo

M FAHEY ‘won the Munster,

which horizontq.l |
Coolumps  were scheduled. He invari-

Athletic Union ‘of |

? thu&

ynding  jumps, with
~weights — an achievement which-

that event. Wé may, if
-appreciate the worth of
the more when we are.

The

lessen |

. _ evoted |
y to it, but was no

o |
o P
m 1A
e
oy
D
<

sprigging from g |

the old pas-!I

:.'; " '

b e

il Ry ' : :
. :-._I . - A

Ihally

tary and so
‘their aspects. . . .

THE CHICAGO GAELS.
- The national pastime ”of hurling.
always figures at the big gather-.
ings of the Chicago Gaels, and

the visit of the Tipperary hurling
team to Chicago in 1926, )
exile's thrill at the sight of home
scenes and boyhood places. _

The Tipperary lads arrived in,
Chicago on Thursday, 3rd June,
and Irom that until their depar-
ture, on the morning of Monday,
th June, Jim was a very busy
man. . |

He was one of the official wel-
coming party at the railway sta-
tion and accompanied the team to
the Auditorium Hotel, their head-
quarters during the stay. -

That night he was present at
the rousing reception attended by
over two hundred -exiles, and the
banquet given in their honour by
the Associated Irish Societies of
Chicago -

cials were received
Hall by Mayor William E. Dever,

houses of friends in the “Windy

| City.”

AN UNFORGETTABLE DAY.

Sunday was 1
day for the Gaels of Chicago. Over
ten thousand . spectators, ‘
exiles or people ‘of Irish descent,
gathered at South Town Park for
_all-star . Chicago - n
‘Which the visitors won well after
-8 most entertaining game..
. That, night the Ti
were back at Sou
for a dinner and
was no pr
Jim Fahey.
the following
journey that
(day . and thre
disembarked ,
the only team, fresh from th

th Town. Park
ceili; and there

far West |
Tipperary we

lon the evenin

re back in Chicago

Some two million
the city for th
Eucharistic Congress, and the
task of accommodating the 'Tip-
perary men fell to the '
Chicago, who opened the
in regal
height
guests. -
AN ABIDING MEMORY.
was
memories that week
Congress and the se
‘the Tipperary men,
turned to the athletic arena and’
competed at the great Athletic
Sports held at the stadium on Sat-
urday, 26th June,

e

ir homes

of hospitality for their

of the great’

many world famous ‘athletes com-
peted. 'The
present and w
formation in
few evenings
‘hundred - thousand candles glitter
In one of ‘the -most spect '
¢vents of the
Tipperary’s

ondered at the trans-
the place where g

great Congress.
second match
was .- played -in .
10 11e” speetators included
T os Dr. Man
of Melbourne, who
& rousing reception,
won ‘again, but the game was only
‘@ secondary thing fo
those exiles got from
the * Tipperary men
stories. they heard of the old land. .
Jim TFahey brought renown by
his  dthletic Pre-eminence to his
‘ace and nation; and, in the con.
stancy of his devotion to the
1deals and aspirations  which the .
best of that race and nation ever
Cherished, he represented: g factor
in the realisation or pe

"
o
=4
~
£
o
2
L
a3
>

, and

Jim often wrote of his delight at

On Friday the team . and offi-
at the City

ne, gnd at: which

Tipperary lads were

match in
in Gaelii::'_i'
nix, Archbishop’
was accorded-

The visitors:

the pleasure:
contact with .
the:

the .

mostly.

the game  between Tipperary and
- selection,

Tipperary lads

ouder man present than
He saw the team off -
morning on a: train’
‘'was to occupy four
e nights before they.

at San Francisco— |
t e old!
land, that ever. travelled out SO |

way and provided the !

one of "Jim’s abiding |

cond - stay of |
He even re-

acular|

and Jim was again there, later:
arranging for the visit of indivi--
dual members of the team to the

an unforgettable

|

g of Monday, 2ist:
r the greatest week:
in the history of that great city, :
visitors were in,
twenty-eighth‘._'

Gaels aof

earlier they saw two'|’
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GREAT I.IMERICK SPORTSMEN
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J im Fehy Of Galbally

(CONCLUDED)
By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH

IN ceneludmg this net1ce on the
o passing of my dear friend, Jim
- Fahy  of Galbally, who died
-recently in C‘hwego I reproduce a
Jetter I got many years ago from
another friend, Mick Long, also a
‘resident
whom I wrote for the details

not draw frem the Galbally
himself.
This is what Mick sent me:

Jim Fahy—the Irish kangaroo—

first saw lnght in that valley famed
in song and ‘story, the {Glen of

Aherlow, a region that has pro-
athletes,

duced some amazing
- many of whose performances were
‘never recorded  but were
“word of mouth.”
" " Bach narrator added a little
“‘najgishin”  until, eventually, what
- Was- originally some performance
_'aboVe the average developed into
a miraculous feat. Hence we hear
of Canaon Maol, who in the native
. parlance, ‘“fished the say west of
Kerry wud a ba,sk1t” and of that
'fameue outlaw, the Bree,challach
“O’Buachalla who jumped
- Blackwater neer Mallow.
-7 Of course, like the Scotchman
%1 hae me doots” about those per-
formances, but I have no doubt as

to the genuineness of Jim Fahy’s ers perfofm with very apparent

- jumps, as I have seen him regu-
Tarly in compet1t10n both in Ire-
“land: and in the United Sfates.
- STARTEED AT GALBALLY IN
1897. |
0 Jim ‘Started in active competi-
.tion on September 13th, 1897, at
-Galbally, and got second to Ser-
geant Joe Chandler of the Mun-
sters (world’s record holder stand-
ing ‘broad jump). who on that oc-
.casion. did 38ft. 10 ins. in the three
| The following year he
travelled to Cork for the All-Ire-
lang ‘Championships, but Chandler
won again, Fahy running him a
cleee second.
.~ -For. some unaccountable reason
| the three standing jumps were not
included in the Irish Championship
programme for the nexi four years,
and very
ings, so that standing jumping be-
came almost a lost art, being kept
~alive byt a few of the most promin-
“ent . athletes simply to keep
-shape. Jack Bresnihan, Padd, and

Con Leahy ,J. Barrett and Mick’

~Creedon were amongst the principal
- “exponents,
“‘been transferred and Fahy had
practlcally drepped from: sight
July 28th; - 1907, he
e:ppeared at Thurles for the Irish
Champmnshme and won both the
3 Jumps . and standing hop, step
and jump at 35 feet 2 inches and 31
- feet-4inches, respectively, He was
Iuckv qn.. the latter event, as his

strongest opponent, P, D, Mehlgen-

“was unfortunate enough to lose his

:fumpmg shoes and was unable to

cempete

etandmg hop the following year,

and ‘so was:consoled.

“CROSSED TIIFOQATLANTIO IN
9

Tn 1908 Fahy crossed the Atlantic,
making Chicago his adopted home,

Andifwon ‘ai number of - jumps at!

fairly. good distances The. Illinois

Athletic: Club, recogmsmg‘ his abil-|

jty, had him join the Club, and
underthe benefit of good training

'he rapld’lxﬂ devek)ped into a. cham-|
“pion. As‘his performances are not|

-well khnown. I -am-giving - eeme of
the ‘most. outstendmg

mmps 36 f*t % ins.;
33" ft.; runmng ‘hov, sten and jump,
<46 fti ‘8% ins. World’s Fair Grounds,
Chlcage September 17th, 1909, three
umps, 37 feet; running hovn, 47 ft

A7 insys standmg hO'p 33 ft. 5 ins.
Newr . @rleans La. 1909, three
iumps, 38 ft. 113 ins, Federal
'League Park, Chicago, September
1st, 1912, thlee jumps, 36 feet 9
inches.

- In 1913 Jim: underwent a rathe1 -

serious appendmltls - operation,
and wag laid up for a considerable
period. He returned to Ireland to
recuperate Diring his stav he at-
" tended the Munster Championships
at Dungarvan. He took just one try
at the three. Jumpe which he won
at 34 ft, 9 ins.’. -

BACK TO U‘N’ITE'U STATES.

In 1914 he returned-:to the Uni-

ted States and ggain . started in
Park,

Chicago, August: 23rd, 1914, three
jumps at 38 ft. 7. ins.: August 30th,

1914, North West Field, Chicago,
three. jumps at 36 ft. 23 ins.,, with-
out .weights, . a _world’s record,
which was dlee,llewed June 8th,
1919, at Gaelic - Perk, Chicago,
three jumps., 37 ft. 2 ins.; July, 4th,
1920, at Geoelic Park, Chicago,
three jumps at 37 ft. & ins.; July
4th, 1621, S;cotch Picnic, E’llmtt’

Pe,rk Til.. won the three Jumps at
38 ft. 6} ins.,, and the running ho

at 46 ft 10 ins.: Schilitz Park, Mil,
1921, three Jumps 37 ft. 8% ins,, e,nd
running hop at 47 ft.. August
17th, 1922;. at Blue Island, Il
three jumps at 37 ft. 10s ins.; three
jumps without weights at 37,_ft 6%

in Chice,go at the tirnef
0
Jim's athletic career, which I could
man

' the three jumps at 40 ft. 3 ins., and

“handed

the

torv of athletics.

- Way he shot out his legs imediately

d
rarely in the open meet- ear old CGalbally looked

in |

as Joe Chandler had| __

re ‘lﬂ.Sf memory af tha Ald TonA,

but Mehigan won the}
- following day
1, Day holiday and he competed in
- Gaelic Park. It was snowing heav-

. that Archbishop Croke

A M}_LWaukee WISJ} ]Yl 1968 thf‘éﬁ‘ ﬂ him at G&lball

standmg hep, .

ins. (a world's record which was
not passed by the A.AU.), and 5
ft. 13 ins., in the standmg high
jump without weights.

On September 4th, 1923, at Calu-
me¢ Grove, Chlcege, Tl Jim won

this time the ground was certified
and a world’s record passed by the
AATU. - .

August 10th, 1924 at Pilsen
Park, Chicago, three jumps at 38
ft. 5 ins.. July 4th, 1925, at South
Town Park, Chlce,go three jumps
at 39 ft. 6 ins. (the writer meas-
ured these jumps and can vouch

for them); August 2nd, 1925, at
Des Ie,mes, I1l., three jumps at 36
ft., Wltheut We1ghts and running

hoe at 46 ft.
NO EQUAL AS A STANDING
JUMPER,

'I‘he foregomg is but a synopsis {-

of his many wins, and I have no
hesitation “in 'saying that he had
no equal -as’ a8 standing jumper,
even when he had been thirty
vears in comnehtlen His record
of 40ft. 3 ins. is roing to stand for
many years, as it was one of the
greatest performances in the his-

It was a treat to watch him in
competltlen-——most standing jump-

effort. but.not Jim. No preliminary
swinging of the dumb-bells—simply
a quick spring from the take-off,
the upwork jerk of the bells, knees
almost touching the c-hm the
grest second spring, and then the

mighty third when the bells are |
retaldmg the |

discarded without
impetus gained, and the inimitable

hefore landing to gain that extra
foot that made him the greatest
standing jumper of all time.

Jim Fahy made five visits to Ire-

land—in 1912, 1913, 1922, 1939 and|

1948, and~ enjoved every moment of
thern After his last visit he wrote
me on hig return saying how much
he enjoved the {rip and how green
Tt al-
ways looks green at Christmas.” he

said, “and T W’lSh it the top of the
morn."

He cs*ﬁe from Newcastle West

_iiwell

RETITRED ON PENSION IN 1950.

Jim retired on pension in 1950
from the Chicago Transit Author-

ity. He was very happy with this
bodv for over forty years,

and
saigd they were grand to him al-
ways, and gave him every facility
in his athletic days to attend a

meeting anywhere he desired.

And now, dear Jim has gone to

join all the other great Limerici

men- of & memorable -era in Irish
e;cihletms May God be good to them
a o
His last letter te me was a fare-
It concluded:

“From olg time

frlend Jim

fF/ahy God bless you. Thanks for
everything. Goodbye,

Jim Fahy.”

on Februaryv 2nd. 1848 on the eve |

of his return, anq had his throat
blessed 2t the Monﬂstery of the
Redemnforwt F‘fs_‘rherq in Limerick

“gravd priec’a: (ind Pleag them!" |
he wrote ﬂfferwe*ﬂde Theot was his

MICE RyEEn OF RY.TON.
Mick Creed of Wifton aa N ‘“'-'*1"-*!
ticiwlap frignd of hia ard Ti=s aften
spoke of the eninyment he got
from the visit of tha great jumper

to Chicago. “We had a party every

‘night when Mick was heie” he re-!

lated, and added: “He was a gree,t!

man for his height. I slept with |
him one night in Nov., 1908 : the '
was Thankegwmg

ily, the temperature was below
zero, and the frozen ground was
hard as a rock, but Mick delighted
a great crowd by doing 6 ft 2 ins.
In the high jump without even
Knocking a bar,” Jim did not tell
that he himself won the three leaps
and both the standing and running
hop, to make it a memorable day
for Limerick athletics,

Jim took great pride in the fact
confirmed
in 1891, ang often
mentioned thlS in his letters.

He was almost eighty when he

- died, and was saddened in recent

years by the passing of many of
his greatest friends. He remarked
several times on how he missed
the old timers, who recalled. for
him such happy memories of the
great days in Irish athletics.
OLD FRIENDS OF HIS
ATHLETIC DAYS.

He had a special affection for
such as Prank Dinneen, of Bally-
landers, who often remarked that
a Gaelic Championshin without
the three jumps was like an egg
without salt: Jack Blackburn of
Galbally; Jack Holloway (Ban-
sha), who died 1in Chicago, and
who competed at St. Louis egamet

Tom Kiely, Willie Drake and Dan

Shanahan of Kilfinane; Billy
Breen, the Annacarty coach
bullder Mike Maher, Temple-

more tailor: Con and Pedd Leahy
of Cregane; Davg O’Connell of
Ardpatrick; Johnny and Patsy
McDonnell, Kilfinane; Con Fitz-
gerald (Glin), John and Tom
Flanagan of Kilmallock: the
Ahernes of Athea: Pat Bermm.,
ham, Matt. McGrath,’ Pat MicDon-
ald: Melvin Sheppard, “Padd” Pat
MceGrath (Anglesboro). Tim Carr-
roll - (Aherlow), Jim Shanahan of
Adare, Jack Wal'Sh Knockarron,
and George Gardiner of Lisdoon-
varna, who died a few years.ago,
‘and ‘after whose passing Jim
wrote me: “All the o0lg timers are

| dead but me.”




