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mto the mlsty of their respectlve pamshes .and as

E delve deep
- W¥ past to reedil ‘the’ memory of
-."Aen eas Feriton, and .some of the
:-_au‘}.el great” men- of Ardpa.trlck
who  madé ‘the.: athletic
‘ring in the long dead days when
‘of- South Limerick was
“the home - and . breedmg ground
- or ‘more world beaters in atnletlcs
) Lnan the Whole round of the
gl@be C{)ul,d, or. -did, produce And

18 m}dounted fact that
n..hough they: - were, whose
spread - to - distant
*there were ‘as many more . who
rerely ventured .  into. the arena,
and who ere worthy ‘compeers
- or’ those who focussed the. eyes
ot . tne nﬂtmns
pre-eminence
- three score vears ago

FROM THE LATE P. J. REA.
o greater. authquty - on the.

fame

olden renowa - of that historic dis-

trict could be found than the late

P J. Red; and we learn from him

| lof the ﬁkuhlﬁtlc a,wakemngs, in Ard-
pa‘trlck
Home years after the famme
had left 'its: Watermark upon the
hardy folk that _survived
‘dreadful . period “in -our hlstory,
two brothern bearing ‘the name
Fitzgerald: decorated the hill
0f Ardpatrmk with three stand-

ing: Jumpsvfiat monuments to
thelyr  prowess, dexterity,  and
physical = filness, The FWitzgeralds

were equall fond of farming pur-
- suitg and,’ m - their spare tinie,
found tlme to follow the hounds
and " calry a. ‘“drag” or throw a:
~ gledge “over hlgh walls and. teme«"
‘constructed battlements.

porary - 3
- ‘They' V1ed with ‘each other in
throwing. a * sllotar " a species -of
hand-made: -pall, mtc} the cool,

calm evemng air. and were pretty
equal in. all. friendlyr rivalries, and,
like the . _celebrated - Maddens of
Rathkeale jand. (;1enbr0hane they
competed” &&alnst “each other”
and  ‘“one anﬂther

tween them-—-one’ year:: .and . three
manths-—-nat much to-'he spoken
- of in the spacipous._field of athle-
tics. They . made’ good on ‘the hill
aa,tmnal apostla and de—
the best that then existed.
in. 1875 that. a - young
man. heard -of “the ‘grgat record
of the ﬂltzgeralds ‘and he being
of- the flb]?e that good rmen. are
‘made of;, mﬁral stamina, physical
’Stru{:ture with: component - parts
~ suitably ddmmmtered to. his . avpir-
dgpois weight ma,de up his mind
to: study the jumps and try them
Iirefer to ‘that fine. apec;}men of
_humanlty, William - Whyte O’ Dwyer
of - ¥ahanasoodry., The ‘*Faha,” as
he ~was = nick-named, in- addition
to his studzes found tlme for a
jumip or a wrestle or ‘a ‘cross-
cauutry spin ‘“o’er hill and

fied
It was

with: the Meddens, the Wallages,
the Howards and the ‘Duggans.
On a lovely ‘Sunday evening ‘a

horse-drawn landau saw William |
the  hill .of . the. samts and,
'wz«th a cut pants and a bawneen,
made . several unsupeccessful at-
tempts to lower the immortal re-
cords of ‘the PFitzgeralds. -
TRIUMVIRATE OF GIA S
It was. about -this" time, aise. he
came jn touch with Tom ‘H
of Ba.lhntubher and Jim Connell of
‘Ardpatrick, The justly celebrated
-~ John Meore of Darragh,, who at-
" temipted: - the - Jumping  of

v:lratp of -giants, and for the firgt
 time Harrv* ’l‘r&cey was discovered
- with Miel < Ryan,:
~ herculean: young .
up to the. reqmrements of the 0old
headlm&e——a& “healthy- ‘body with - 4
mind. at eassz. Thev Were augmen—
--.ﬁ-tee-i <y tlre Biu o’ <. Henbtomey -
fierce. forceful and formidahle
pair of men, Who eould use . the
bouthane or. gaddle stirrup’ Wth
the cultural abﬂity of an old Crom-
wellian. trooper, and thereby began
the  famous _.battles of the
Fields," the ‘“Well. of- Ma.Iua“'
~ the “*Cross.of the Tree’ -

B
'I-H

and

The most . acute critic could nQ‘t-

wish to see @ grander or
powerful body 6f ‘men, They
- jumped- and - played for:
club cgl@us or fm

more
ran, |
their

welkin

lands,

on the athletlc ¥

of Lls-mermk some_§ life, and the Old shelves were ran- |

and ‘this was |
occasmned Ty th_e -age limit be~ |

| 5@.

dale” !¢

af hig d«

oward-

- the
bmdge 301nec1 up with “the trium-

the ‘Pindar, all|

men,  who lwed._

B

HCoarse.

_the -honour’

long' as the coveted prize was won
on itg hanea‘t meritg the defeated
entrant’ wag pleasad, inasmuch as;
he took his defeat like a man,
Up to 1864 the united parishes
worked fm‘ the g*eneral welfare of
the youth - of  the country, then

American pioneerg after the Cl“Jl}I-

war returned tg Treland and com-
menced recruitisg for the Irish
Fenian Brotherhogod. The bsgll was
locked away for a time, ag during
anoth&s g*lofruoma pemod in lajter
vears, and in its stead came the
rifis and the cartridge. The Fenian
Rising ended in disaster. and
was not until 1875 that athletics
again found s place in the national

_S&”ﬂﬁd for the Jersey and’ the run—
mng‘ shﬂe

KILPINANE AND
From the “Cearse Flelds”

DISTRICT
the

near. the old mill, and there in the
summer of 1885 it can be truly
averred that the star of athletic
sports rose high in the heavens

.0f the Infant G.A A, The town and
that +d1str1ct around Kilfinane brought
Iforth paragonsg of speed and aex-

'terity—men who can be looked
upon - ag  the very hectors of
‘heroism, Dr. Ned Walsh, one of the
best all-round athletes of hig day;
Roger and Aeneas Fenton, Tum
Ryan, Tom,® James and Mlchael
Walsn Jackey and David O’Con-

‘nell, Pat Lillis, 'Nlcaolasa Drwane, all

in a short tlme jumped into nmor-j long jumps and with - the

iety, to put the name of Ardpatrick:
high up on the list even against
.the great men of their era—manv
of them world—heaters in - after
years o

Aeneas Fenton wWas a man' of
ﬁ,ne ‘physigue, standing well over
six feet, and wag the third son of
the late ‘John VFenton, farmer -at
the Cross of Ardpatriek. As a mere
sc.hqolbo y, ‘then sixteen and a half
yea,rs, he could pitch “slabs” or
quarry stones as he would marbles,
and being a class mate  of sych
figures as Ned Walsh, WNichotas
Dwanes Pat Lillis and T1m Ryan,
the physwal prowess became more
progressive ' than the educa.tlonal

|contrpl—Dwane all high 'Jumpmg,.
Lillis long distance foot racing and’
“Goliath' . Fenton - tl"e Welghts,
notablv ihe 42 1bs.
Hig elder brother,
1bs. man and 2 flery teilow at
putting from the: shoulder Aeneas:
kept well awa,v at the 28 Ibﬁs and
42 1bs. At all small “meets” and
ithey were many - around the . lmal—
ity (under no rules) Aeneas put
these weights and faced all
tagonists. On ° Sundays prmmpally

he figured at these improvised gat-

heringg and wag the waonder. of
the years from 1880 to 1885. After
hat he went to America and it is
said  that he turned profesglonal

‘thers. He hegan the 68 lbs. in Man-

hatte and won at such places as
_Qonev Island, New York Girounds,
Bronx and €lsewhere. Few records
aings acraoss the Atlantic
are avaﬂable and more's the pity,
for ‘he was a powerful man and it
is  fairly ce’iam that hig perfor-
mances were’ above the standard
of the American arena at the timet

Qld schoolmates, who slowly, !
Stﬁ&dll}?‘,_ relentlesy? - re passmg_.
on, tell how Fenton had a mania .
for pitching avery stone. on. -his:
pathway between his hame and’
'school, or from the cross te Sun-
vilie, and on

rcsume the occupatmp

BA*CR @N b 4.3 04 T‘RACB .:&T
HOME.

I—Iow 1on&—, ‘he rpmamed 1n Amem

ica it ig 1mpqsg1b1e nowito”

cover, but “back“on’ the

.-.,_.,..

wathletic sérack--ip *&ﬁsw ‘native-darrd -
in 1893, and competed at- Kﬂﬁnane;“fi:'
Spqrtn on Jung ‘1st in- that year.

-scratch man. in- “hoth |

He Wwas"
gained

'wmght events anq
place-
56 hs. betweﬁn Iags, 26 ft. 92 ins.;
putting 28-1bs., 30 ‘ff.. 19 -ins. Larry
Roche "beat” hlm by ‘half-an-inch in’
the latter event, ""am,i Fenton beat
Roche ha,,lf-—an mc’h in ‘the 56 1bs.

‘Some great men. ware p1tchmg
the weights around thig period -
in  Limercik, including the re~

it!

- asaumed

1 1894—the -high jump

Rodger, was a. and the long jump at 20 ft. 9 ins.

his return wauld" (Scr&tch) 5 ft. 3 ins.

dli‘.ﬁ"'ili

acand_-
in .each--his figures being

newned John Flanagan, of Kil- |
breedy, and ‘his brother, Tom; R.
Smith, also of I&ﬂbreedy, w. K.
_Martm, of Gdlbally, . Iayes, -
| who, tao, hailed fram Galbcﬂy, ~
.Dems C’ar‘ey, Kilfinane; and an-
othei Khhn‘ane star, william Con-
nery. -

Aeneas smled away fram Ireand
agam at the end of tms season,
his destlnatlon thiz time Austra-
g, where he flourished for many
la day and delighted to raeet any |
lover of thmetlcs with whom  he
discussed the days gone by with
pardonable pride.

Mention has been made of"Nlcholas |
iwane and it is Gnly iair to. his
INemoery to say. that he was a |
nign jumper of outstanding merit,
with a  style peguliarly his own.
He “teok oir ¥* his rignt leg, and
a horizoptal  position
when crossing the nar, apd with
‘an acrobatic swing of ms left leg
levered Ims: body free when getting |
acrogs, the entire effort being '
most grac,efuﬂ 1o behold. He could
manage sglx feet without any
special pmpa,ra,tlon ~and, though
seldormn seen in tne compa‘tltwe
arena, yet. on the four occasgions
he came out he won, and that in

very good company |
TR CAREER OF TIl'f.{ RYAN

Before passing from Ardpatrick,
S0me reference ig necessary ta the
career of Tim Ryan, who was a
pole jumper of mugch ablll‘tY and

won = prizeg alscz in  the' hlghl agg;
ight
we;ghtsu £ stor.? is ‘wold that on ong
occasion’ in an athlartlc contesi, his
pole hroke and went into his. side..
necesglta‘cmg ten stitches, and on
exactly that day twelye months he !
s_commemorateq the event by win-:
ning again in. hls favourite event.

Tim Ryan won 2 all-Irgland titles

‘in. the pole jump-——in 1894, under the

IAAA rules, at 10 ft. 4 ins., ‘end:
the f0110w1.ng vear,  under GAA-
laws, onh a holdmg sod ait 9 =

1nches

’ g first recardgd v1ctqrv Was ar
[Nenagh on August 3rd 1893, ,when
‘he won the pole jump at ¢ ft. On -
September 14th that year- at Adare :

1 for Walsh got the nack well under ‘he was second in: the long jump to :

Larry Roche at 19 ft..0% ins, ,
" He had two secondsiat the Lime-

rick, R.LC. Sﬁpnrtsa on Jul}; 10\1‘1
~at 5 ft. 4 ins.

John Flanagan won the lalter
event with 211’1: 5 ins, Larry Roche.
Wag third, At Nenagh G.AA meet-
ing on’ August 9th he Won uhe‘pole
Jump at 8 ft. 9'ins. |

1. Tim Ryan’'s 1883 5uccesses ineclu-

ded the winning of the long jump:
(22 feet), at Limerick A.A. ang B.C.:
Sports al the Markets Field, with
Paddy‘ (““Dockty’") ‘McNamara, 2nd,
and a second. place (5 ft ‘hing.) rin.
the high jump-at the same meetmg.
He had a fleld dav at Nenagh on -
July 17th, winning - ‘the igh jump
at 5 ft, 4 ins. and aollegz mg three -
 seconds-—-the T Ibs. ‘welght (79 ft,

A1 11:1&) the pale Aump and the
long " st 5th,
Clonmel Sports tmd Wlth -J .
llackb@m of Galbally, for  first
place, at. 9 6__ ms 111 the pele |
vault. '

Hig only recorded Wm.- in 1896

was - at the L,AA. and B.C, meet-
ing on Jup,e 3rd, but it was & a not- |
able one- in tha.t e beat the re-
‘nowned Baddy Leahy- in: the. high |
jump, the result bemg Tim Ryan |
(3 ins.), 5 ft. 4 ins,: Paddy Leahy

Back on familiar- gr@und at

Nenagh on-July. 20th; 1897, he had
19 very SUGEG&ﬁfu} eyening, _wmnmg

the high jump at & ft. 1 ins. And
being second “in the p@le jump (9
11, 4._1115) the long- Jjump (19 ft. 7
ins.) “and. the running” h;:}p, step |
aﬁ&“ Jurmp 40 ety redon |

1898 coempleteid hlg telm on the
|athletic field, and that" year he was
‘second- in puttmg ‘the 716 ‘1bg. shot
at leerlck R, LG Spqr*c. on July
18th, and finished up a4t Hnnig on
August 28ths by winning the 120
vards hurdles &nd filling . second
plaae ln the Iong jump, -
And so-we bid ﬁarewell to thie |
great men’ who,”in other dayc- kept |
the namg of Ardpatﬂﬂlg higli.in the
athletic hmtary of “Linjerick. Their
deeds - deselvp mmemb?@pge L

_Hq_-ﬂﬁ"’" mh-




