UST en{ty yeers a.go Con F‘ltz--

gerald stepped into the Lirnemok

Gaelic picture as .an athlete and
footballer a dynamie- pereonahty,
great sprmter and a born football
captain, who fitted into the role of
lee.der as if he were born to the
post.. |
" Now _living 111
Clonoughter House, Glin, Con, at
eighty, is: still a ﬁne ﬁgure of a
man. Limerick: citizens will remem- |

“ber him for his great deeds on: the

" football fields -and athletic - tracks; |

and also ag the popular represente-.

tive for many years of . a leadmg
- wholeeale ‘wine and. spirit. house_

 He was a splendid athlete, who
shone as a sprinter mainly over the |
“100” - and- “220"" “and would “have’
made a name for hlmself on the
track hag he not loved football. 80
much that everything else was.
negleeted when the. call came from

: hlS dear Commercials.
HEATS OF ST‘RENGTEH

| ..-A powerfully built man, in the_
best = traditions = of typical
meny -are - the|

%outhern athlete,
eats

~land,. were mouldy o.nd covered
'._Wlth dust.”

“A  man of lI‘OH 5 heard hlm

called by one who knew him' bétter |
ﬁi;tlrne in. the following years, ang it

than most;: ‘and I am-satisfied there

wag no: attempt at exaggemtlon 1n
S {-opportunity. -

athletic meetinge finishing' second'| winners, 1-5 to 0-7.

SWIFTEST MAN ON THL |

that deeonptlon
He could lift a two. hundred—

weight bag -of sugar off the floor

with his teeth—a favourite pastime

—whilst -another regular feat was

to - ‘‘straighten” two Aifty-gix . 1b.
- weights over his heed using" only
the little finger -of ee.oh hand.

- At sixty he. could still beat the .

- moet active member of the- ‘ataff
- working Wlth him at “vaulting” the
counters: of the Warehouee, and at
- any. other feat of ‘strength the
- most venturesorne could- eug’gest—-—-

that leq Limerick to.-its. ‘second.

‘ereat’ All-Ireland football yictory, |
that memorable February 6th, 1898, |
at Jones's Road, when a’ faneied

Dublin side were- foreed to - yield,

the score: 1-5to O-T in Shannonmde

- fe.vour

|.s0 well patronigsed and appreciated
by the public that they were con-| -
Sun-!-

J+

of strength he - performed
even long:after the speed had: left |
his once’ flying feet, and the foot- |
ball boots, mementoes of a gloriouo B

career on the plo,ylng fields of Ire-
‘confined and won" ‘that anqd the 220

CSET A REM\RKABLE
HEADLINE.

Con set a remarkable headlme ae '_
captain, ang. p.werr‘ul man that he|

1;15 demands on his eolleagues_ 1
#fX.aotmg

was;
- were also.

A fine. _
enter any fray although Welghmg-
in his heydey no more than twleve

stone, 'he expected the. seme from-,_

every, member of his- tearm,:
He trained to-a’

- date himself to. the  rigours
ordamed

the most beloved of leaders, and to

his iron discipline and wonderful | &
control of men -must go the lion’s]
share. of the credit for ‘the: suooes--'

ses achieved by that gree.t team
under his command. -

“A firm believer in Iound ple.y,
he could not tolerafe the “waste. of
time” that lifting entailed, and al-

ways insmted oan ‘his tee.m mates
kicRing " along the round ~and |
practicing that method pla.y

until they werg: able to . drwe gixty|
or seventy vards ‘at least. In gfter|
vears, I often Teard him’ sdy- that
the football of his day . was muo
faster than . gt present and -
blamed the- “hendhng” for the lec

of pace NnOwW.. . i ic-
THE &T— =RFOEE :G TRACK

fteise hardstg dieeree' ﬁn-ef«EltZ‘-*
. gere,ld frem football and. from hle
beloved | Commercials,. “but’ . in¢
| 5W1teh1ng1 for a few.
the athiletic . track” we WIII “have!
Commeteials “ there, too,  as coms:
panions/ for "that femous “elub ‘or=i.
ganised, 'in its days of  greatest|
‘glory, some of ‘the most - remark-
able’ eports gethermge he]d anye
where,
They Were

. ploneere “of eome
" novel mnovetlons their . first - big
" meeting ‘being- hefd anc 1886 at. the
‘Markeis ‘Field; over ‘which: the- lete_

‘B I Lone was, guiding light. The .J89¢ to. g

ayer himself, and fit to ]

Higs
degree” unknown s
in Limerick before hig. time, -and!-
any. player that ‘hoped to keep int-
his "‘good- graces’’ had to accomo-|
Con '
‘One. of 'the bhardest off
task - meeters he was also one. of 1

;there was a r;sing gener..:ttlon ef\

morﬁents to ¥

3

;the athletic . picture on October 20th,
1895, when, “at: Tlpperary -gports ‘he |
won the 220 yarde ﬂa,t event off the: -
15 yarde merk

sports the followmg ‘June he was

captain. of the: Commeroials in- 1894,

'coureo of . trammg commenoed

a striking reminder of the athletic | -
prowess of the unforgette.ble figure |

sports were so snceeseful and were

tinued.: for thrée . successive
days ‘and" netted £310-—-~e prlncelyf
emount ‘then."
Me,mgr powerful athletes competed-

‘the . members of the Commer-
ole.le Club proved : their worth. by
wlnmng ‘the" lion’s " share . of the
-prizes. - The' story of that great
“athletic gathermg must e.we.it tel-
‘Hng- at a future .date. Perhaps

Limeriek mey not ‘sée- 1ts equal' P
. agein

HIS K "‘;:RLY SPRINT WINS.
‘Caon - Ii‘itzgereld ﬁrst moved .into ]

At the leemek AA ‘and’ BC"

scratechman in the 100-yards flat.

{yards - club handicap, bemdes -eap~|

turmg the . “open’ hundred
Football ‘occupied. a  lot. of hls

was 1899 before he again found the
of - pertlcipatlng in

in ‘the 220 yards- ‘fat at a ‘pbigMar-|
kets ‘Field gathering on, May  30th. |-
{ He ' took. the 44100, open ‘and- |
fined, at-the. L;AA and B.C., end:‘.
‘was -second - to D C; Hertlgan of __
._Bruree 1n the. “440.* -

parallel ‘with- his athletlo'

42

'-.‘-a,ehieve ..*-"ents were: hig. grea,t ‘deeds |

on the football fields.  He became |

and under ‘his direction a rlgorone‘l

Everywoeoond Sundev' the entxre
team Welked to Cratloe, Whele

e .;a--.rrr'-_- v d

Ml‘: Gon Fltzgera!d in the dars of
- h:s athletlo greatness.

good - footballers, “'played a  hard
match, and ‘then walked - back to.
dinner. Yes, those were the days|
of the real enthusiasts, when thel
game meant everythme; and the |
'pleasure derived from there parti-
cipation wds rated ample compen- |
sation for gny discomfort! On the
| ather Sundaye Cratlge were visitors
1to Cofkanree where Commercmls
tramed |
‘This. eontmued for twelve monthef
end Con proved the value of "such
methods by leading Commercials 4o
vietory in’ the 896 County: Chem—:
- pionship, gnd. disposing of -Cork, |
i._-;e,terford and Tipperary for the.-
Muneter titie Then they met, in
“Dublin, - the' famous - Metropoliten_t-
Young Irel nds ‘and ‘achieved . a
magni Cent \riotory _
the highest credit on the dashing
and uneenquerable L1mer1ek Inen: .’
In )ublin thes  met opponente:
Worthv of therr ‘gteel  'ih  every:
‘respect, holdl g a’ splendld Tecord }
and en]qyu_; 3 reet Tenown with the'’
Blue_ Riba'ﬁ dge of . 1891, 1892 and

!

“retirement at. e

con-| .

I game,
| tion. .was Con Fitzgerald,  captain;
- D. Birrane,
10O Rlorden
~Jim O’Rlordan Larry |
'Roohe, ~Ailbie Qulllt.*.ne,n J. Bqufttr-.-_-_'

{ Bill Murphy,
| Murphy and J. Nash. -~ . l

finished "98 by

n{ under G AA, laws, and  they

“kéts Field,
which: reﬂetesv
| three hundred and ‘fifty entrlee in-
cluding Horgan, Kiely. O Oonnor
~the . Lieghys -and J.
'reoord holders. :

CFALLAIGH )

| .All Ireland fine.l deelded 1n e. ﬁne :
'.__sportlng spirit.

THRILLING MATCH,

| The match was a thr::lhngT
‘and the Dubliners lost beeause
they were confronted by a well=

pomt be-

ten secopnids  had -elapsed,’

two otheér minors;
ut Campion- in. possession. ’I‘he

latter player, assisted by . Dalton
passed to Bill Murphy, who made

‘1no delay in banging in a goal for,
the VISltOI'S amidst the W11dest ex— |

citement. -
Some . dour ‘boutg followed end
L1mer1ok had a few overs: be,tore

| Nash  raised  the white flag for

them. Buttimer, Campion “and Rill
Murphy ' reach
minor, to.leave the visitors Iee,dmg

on the. turn-over, 1-4 to 0-3. .
In the second half (’.h:)mrnei."ol:;si.lef

'ifaoed a. stiff breeze, but they suc-:
ceeded in addlng a pOIIlt to their

total, - while their - opponents
eecured four before the final
:Whletle ~which left Commerolale

FIELD, '

Fer the ﬂret ﬁfteen mmutes the
proepeote of © the Limerick «men
‘seemed at - Zero,
‘sécured ‘the first. score -they -stub-

‘bornly contested every inch of the
ground with ooneummate skill, -
and proved their superiority. fl*_n;ey.
were ; “heavier . team, - and

. though not so clever at’ footwoik”-
1as

their apponents, they were
uoh the faster combination. Coti
itzgerald was by far . the swiftest
man on the field and did  great

| work in all departments, playing &
whilst - Lo,rry,_f“

real captain’s part,
Roche, despite his sixteen stome
avolrdupoie, played a eplendld.
The full Commercials seleg-

.goal: W. Guiry, J ohn __
M. Ryan, Larry Roche, |
Sheehan. P. !

mer, Tom Campion, James Dalton,
W. . MoNama.re Jaok

T ENTHUSIASTIC WELG‘OMIE i
" "When the victors returned. to:

_' leerlek ‘they were received: by a
| huge: crowd, headed by the St

| Mary’s Band, and the utlnoet en-!
% | thusiasm was displayed. . |

After the “All-Ireiand'’ Iazmeee

ﬂ,wg set in for a time, yet Pallas were:

beaten. on a pair of occasions for’
the County ohemplonshlp, ahd in
.June, 1898, in the_  inter-county
competltlon Commerelale - beat.
Clare, but lost to Cork, the Dun-
manway Dohenys, WhO "~ subse-
quently contested the All-Ireland
ﬁnol with Dublin, S
Smarting - umder this - defeat,
Commercials again beat Clare and
shattering the. pres-
tige of the best football team that
‘Waterford ever put on the field.
In 1899 they were beaten by Cork
and subsequently by Dubhn Kick-
hams, but revereed the latter de-
cigion'  in L1mer1ck some . time
dfterwarde N
 RED LETTER DAYS»’ -
The 23rd July, 1898. and . 30th

_July 1899, will long . be rememe-

‘bered - b ~ followers of Munster
athletics ,ee ‘red . letter days in
J:EIrish. spotts . history: for. on.:-those

dates Wer‘e held- t:wo great. Com—
mercialg - - sports - meetings — ~the.
most spectacular ever .in leerlok.g
at-
tracted huge _crowds ta - the Mdr-~
there Were

‘At the 799 meeting

M.
In 98P 7. Leeh
1n th_e hlgh Jump. olea,red 6 ft.

to: v ageomplish. &
reeord thh however
geined reoogmtmn .n the eame

Y

';oredxt It wes a gree.t

ﬂt

....”_......«...thn s

it
OI'LE i

trained team capable of %meetmg!'_
them .at all points. of - the game.
| The homesters scored a
- fore
which' they: soon’ eupplemented by'
Limerick thenr_

dashed for the objective, and: Ne.sh !

followed  with  a-

but once they -

Ryen — all-

Wﬁrl.d 8
nﬁver‘

-ooea,swn he covered 21 ft T 11’15. m
the long jump. =

Commerecials again won the 18991:
County title, beating Abbeyfeale in|
the decider, 4-4 ‘to O-5.

They opened the new oentury bY'
beating Shamrocks 1-12 ta nil, and-

Pallas 1-13 to nil in their Cham-_-.

pionship ties. Knookane held them

to level terms in the Eastern final’

at Croom on May 6th, but refused |
to ‘travel there again for the re:|
play,. and <Commercials got ‘the:
match and the title, for Glin, who"
were Western champlons failed to|

:_Dlay the final.

.November, 1901, the leerlck‘

'men beat Tlpperarv at the Markets

Field, and in ‘Marech of ihe follow—-'

ing year Clonmel Shamrocks, then’

Irish ehamplons, defeated them bv

three points after a terrific game.
Slate Quarry .Miners (Kilkenny):

beat the Shamroeks in. the All-]

Irelang semi-final but a re-plav wWas |

e 4 = e A—r— — .-

‘ordered by the Central Couneil, and .

Slate Quarries did not plav. o '1
CHALLENGE GAME o

A challenge game was then ar-

_renged between Commercials and

-the Slate  Quarries for Waterford, |

~on August 14th, 1902, a set of gold”

‘medals being offered for the win- |

‘ners..

- After a great struggle Com-;
rnrcnls emerged v1otorloue, 09 to

04, s

Dumrig their tralnlne* for thie

‘match the Limerick men met Isle’
of the Seas; Dublin, who beat therni

T tmue

1-4.

by a point, and O'Briens of Cork, !
with whom they. drew at the Man—

“kets Field and egaln et Turner sﬁ

Cross, Cork. . T
N1le (Cork) beat Commerelale 1—9-
to 1-6 in the Munster semi-final at
Tlpperary, and the next item on the
Limeri¢ck men’s. agenda was
County Che.mplonshlp olash Wlth
anookene .
This - oroduced a8 remerkablew
,.eerles of games. The first meetm,e;
at Kilmallock saw Knockane, aided:
by a strong breeze, leading the,
city side 1-4 to nil after twenty-five
minutes play. They were then dls-—“
allowed a goal ang refused to con-:
"A re-play was grented, and’
the-secore at the - end - of this henrr
was: Commercials, - 2-2: Knookene. ;
For some unexplalned reaeon

{fhe Munster Council ordered ano-

3 ELI'EIIEL

‘'the foatball
?onde proving best ‘in hurllng 0-10
to

‘mercials drew with Fermoy,

esting to’ fing that between Septem- |
“ber, 1894, and. ®ctober,"

,ther meeting between the pair, and
this wag played at. Clonmel under’;
‘Munster  Council

auspices, Where
Commercials won well, 1—10 to 0-1z73

AT THE MABKE(I“S FIELD.,

Twa: splendid games were nleved
a,t the Markets  Field on. Octebert
4th, 1603, Commereials . beating Leee ;
'(Cork) in football -1-3 to 1-1, end'
Young Ireland completing a home.
double by beating Redmond hur—hE
lers 2-11 to 2-3.

ap T 53;\.'\‘.-_

In 'a return bout e,t Cork on

'November 8th, the Leeside teams'

reversed the verdlots Lees taking |
0-6 to. 0-2 and Red-—--

‘..

Dungourney 5-4 to 1-7, and Com-|
two |

points apiece. |
That closed Con Fltzgerald’s a.c-
count with the Gaelic footballf
~ For ‘Commercials, . too, it¢
oompleted an erg,: and it'is inter- |

1904, the.

?femed leerlekmen soored 74 goele'i
“and 446 points, against thelr oppo-s
'nente 12 goals 121 points. |

L1mer1 ok Clty |

GAVE VALUABLE:! HELP AS
| ADVISER

he was not finished with fooks!
“ball,

Street leerlek

1155*0’5 eleeted him a.. Vlee-—Preeiﬁ;_r 1
“of” rtlff’e"' Mbd position he el r**j*
many years, continuing o ! ,e;tv

re‘.'erpkert advice: and.

be,llers

In- e,thletiee too, Con ,ee.ve ef hle
-best 29 & comm1ttee member of the |

olg - Limerick - Athletic . Club.. for |

Jong
"the many trlumnhs of the late: Je,ek

O’Grady and the orgameetmn of r,

some great sports meehnes

: G.LDEN
Con Fltzgereld
stirring times and saw the Tise a

| fthrou h

| lwed. L

- The same leerlck palr tre.velled;'_-?
' to Fermoy on Oectober 23rd, 19047
where: Young Ireland hurlere-v beat

besmtence to |
!another ge_nero.t:on of o1ty foot—

years heing- o.eeoele,fed with |

l . . '-
| When Con Fitzgerdld left ‘the | :
'arena
for the -anntial meeting  of:) |
' Commercials,” held at 49 Wﬂll&m. 0
on February. 9thi

it

11

:.I
‘I

4

N
:

!

w-'-

~fal of many great movemente---%‘ttu o

happilv with . us, he hag - o;olden
memories of’ menv L1merlolc davs:
of glorv. to.which he. can: eddxtbe
beet wishes 6f his legion friends’
and ¢ dmlrere for rneny; more haebv
-~yeﬁre emonT,eet us.
&y b

=e .T . Connerg ef

i

_,_,o_,,._.i

le-:,!'-.s:;:-_ﬂ:ﬂ.f...u—___g_._.



