TYRUFF, through its ballcourt,
) has the oldest association
with native games of any area I

know, Nearly a century before
the . ‘G.AA. was founded ‘the

eportlng people of
playing handball and there is a

stone . still to be seen in the front| -

wall of the local alleyq, proclaim-
ing the fact that it was. built inj
the year: 1'390 1. wonder can any
othier centre in Ireland beat that'?
- I doubt it!

Oof the earlier garnee or players
’there .is - unfortunately - no in-
fermatmn -available but very old
residents have left on record that
John Toomey was the best player |
in - the ‘forties and
st centuryf He was followed by

“Kds” . Dunne, . Pat McCormack
and Piat Mpeleney ‘The. next |
- generation” -produced ~top class]|

‘handballers . in . one .of the. Carrell
“clan, Whose nephewd, Jlm made al|
name in the ‘balleourt in more. re~
cent . times; Jim Meaney, . whose

- son, Tom, was also a great. player, |

not. leng ago _refired from the;
active arena:

Father  Nicholl
~ gerald. The last mentioned was oné.
of tliree brethers—’Pem, Maurice and,
“Jack—who were. splendid all-round
athletes as well as being

Clasg - handballere Jack, the sub-

ject of our sketch this Week won |

numerous ..sprint events. durmg
- the early, daye of the G.AA. -

| BEST JKNOWN OF BRUFF BALL—

~ PLAYERS.
| Maurlce F‘ltzgerald was the
beet known - of the Bruff ball—

players and muet have contmued
playiiig for ‘over forty yeare — 'y
remarksgble streteh for an:ﬁ man,
Our preeent—day players or pat—
ons cdn. scarcely visualise
figure Wlth ‘a, ﬂewmg white beard
flitting
heldmg ‘his - own in- paee ‘and

piundh’ 'Wlth the youngest areu;ud
him.

of fift;
their representatwe wae seundly"
.beaten by Maurice.,:

Maurlee with " Bob MeNamara
played. many memotrable ¢ .doubles”
for Bruff. against all the great

Miihster clubs—netably Tipperary,|
Rathlmrc Fedamore and Limeérick |

Clt
| In ‘the ‘'nineties, his old com-
pahion having retlred Maurice took
His place with the younger genéra-
tion, which = 1ne1uded
O’Shaguhneesy, Jim and Dick Ryan,
Jiti Butler, Tommy Hannon, Peter
Moleney, Paddy Flnn and Jlm
Toomey.
I—Iandball
_populamty under the .influence" of|.2
these lads, and the court, like most
others, which had only a mud floor

“at the time, underwent a eemplete_

transfermatmn in 1890,

 The front wall was repa1red and
the side walls dnd floor cemented.
" The total cost wag £140: One hin-}
dred. pounds, a- prlncely sum theén,

was subserlbed by Pat McNamara, e

of: Cork, ‘Mainly .through' the efforts
“of J. Butlerrand M. P. O’Shaugh—
nessy was the balance. raised, whilst
’ Temas O’Shaughnessy centmbuted
fo mean fguota by supplying the
cement and other materlals at eest
przce

MANY GREAT GAMES
Great activity followed, and 1t is
a. pity” that . details are net avail-
"'able of the mdany great gdhles in
WhICh the Bruff men fig gured diir-
ing the edrly years ef the ’'nine=|
_t1es We have recerde however, ef

a. “three-hender (six match)"
'Fedemere on June 8th,. 1896 in
“wwhich - Matirice: F&tegereldr
Biitler and Paddv Finn had a ﬂve
gatnes 0 {Hfee triumph  over the
'---‘peprary eeuld muster, The

------

fellowmg -morth, - Jim .

Maurice. Frtzgerald and DICI{ Ryaxr :

| 1888, Latry TFeore, a  butcher,
_Kﬂmalleck, - was - Hh elnbeaten 440

e
the 27th August, 1896, ‘Bruff were-_-~§2‘r§§mm5n,_

but a- Httleino visible trainihg

later reversed the verdlct and won
ame Iin hlne after af

the  suecess over- TIpper-
‘defedted & R4th
At leerrck

repeated
ary, and aISe
T.tiirc. selection,

beaten by Fedamere

by the -odd
splend1d contest.

. In July,* 1900, Maurice Fltzgerald'{_
-then almest ﬁftv years eId and |

L e u-.lm

’ﬁftles of thei

Bruff were]

| was: beater at Limerck City

" Bob McNamara,'_f
and "~ Tom " Fitz-|

first-|

g

‘around - a balleeurt and |

Mick |

-attalned a Wenderful

- f,'
Neither eould the Tlpperary man?i

y Or more years ago, untll:fteWn where they ‘eut out 4 track,

‘whicH!" to ‘my pereenal knewledge,
[-was preCISely 275 yards in circuit;
the trees eerved as turning pests
 and  they

nearmg the clese of an unferget—‘

table career in. firs-class handball,
Court
by the great J. J. Bowles, then, set-
ting out an the road that brought
that grand . city player such hand-

ball fame.. ‘Had it been possible for

‘this pair. to meet when both were

in the1r prime what a- game would

‘have been the .outcome.

Tom - was also a useful ballplayer-

but I .can fihd no reference to Jack
in thls connection. However his

‘Son-it-law; Bill Duggan wids a keen-

handballer,

- ~and partnered Tom

Meaney. on:one occasion in a. hard-

ball challerige game a4t Broadford,

Whe;‘e they -had a two 'games mnil

succes§- over Ternmy Downee of
'eepital tHen’ the junior Limerick
champmn “and Mick - Moloney,

Breadferd the minor t1t1e holder.

THREE "BROTHERS TRAINED

TOGETHER

_; It i & reaI plty that ee few par-
ticlilars are- preserved corcerning
the . doings of  the Fitzgerdld bro-
thers during their active athletic
ddys. The late P. J. Rea had this
to say of Jack on one occasion:
“There mitist be many records of
poor: Jaek’e abﬂlty in the half-mile
and niile, These  were his main
everits, By occupation a maker of
_hand erked shoes, he was also a
S eelal
-splendi ‘ruhhing shoe. He lived in
a. negtoottag e,_dverhead the. Fair

‘Green gt Bruff, with his two bro-|

thers——-—Tem, &, famells 100~ and 220
yards" Sprmter ‘ahd ~Maurice, &
pewerfﬂl 440 ards man. - ‘

gether i a little copse above ihe

dicappér, steward and starter.

“ Their heepltahty to an ieid

"athlete knew no bounds, and they

went to &all the local meets winning
all before themi. Their- best years

'—-Maurice and Tom-—were 1876 to
was’

founded, and John began about'

1882—before = the  G.AA,

1884 or. ’5
A LOVELY STYLE

| “ﬁe was. the.

a lovély style——ishert stride like

-Tad .McMahon, but, fast, keeping
well on"‘the ‘toes, ‘and arme nicely |
rajsed  from, hlps which he. would

drop: when “coming towards the

tape. | His besrt ﬁears were 1886{
1887 ahd 1888, SawW. his~ prizes;
and. that “petween ' the

t'hree b?ethe’re they eould

stock & jewellers s ep
“They, ‘were ‘aldo grea’c
ians, .true lovers. of their :County
and Gaelh to .the backbone, = 1
spent 4. night with them prior to
the Bruff sports, and . Jdck put me
on a road Walk
‘was ‘overtrained. Well,
‘beat anlan but there,
got. what I Wanted badly,
ever, a lovely watch, .
“God bé with thern—-theya were
three, great Gaels, three of the
dblest athletés of the eighties;, and
in any cause they. eSpoused for the
welfare of epert feis or charity con-

i | cert,. thelr inﬂuence was felt, dp-

I dould
rer 1

how-

preciate and” sustained Jack .did
a ;Eew m%%ts of LAA., and . B.C.
8 ‘mile, T thmkt in: 1889

and '90.; saw Tom. win. at Kilfin-|
-anein . 1878 and. 1879, drnd Maurice

. Butler

also got . the 990" Apainst Larry
Feore, 4t Kllmalleck I... might
.mentioh that, between. 4881 and |

of

Rig ‘record wds won- |
hi§ recerd Was wen—

yeungest and ran

as .hé ‘thought I

_(By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH ...

Jning

it in the turnlng out of af
| rick

- The  three. brethere trained te—'f'm-'c

trained - each other— |
Maturice, the dldest, acting as han-_

.- :!_ eaSIly |
hisrterf- v

3

.meeting. on. J1th June,. 1890,

Canon Hbg','-n, wﬁle dled eeme
years.
Abbeﬁeaie THeé Canoh had this
to say. .to me oricg, coneerning
them: ‘“I'Hers wers three brothers,
but I cdrhot say that I ever SAW
Tom ebrnpetin I rernefnber
(Maurice, . doitg & little sprint ing;
mainly the 220 ahd 440 yards;
was 4 1etanee riinher—mile; half
mile an( ep&amenaﬂ}‘r the quarter
He eeilﬁetl_; _:.,:,_;qmbeted two
mﬂeai an event wh ich was, nb
ular &t sporty i tﬁ? "Big htles‘

“Jack ]fiaqi\, Sampth ng. ever Hixty
prizes, ﬁearl ali rats. He Woh the
‘mile at Limeric}r three years
fsuccessmn 1 thlnk aﬁd Canneeke
on at’ Ieast orne 0f, thede occadions
had given a epec1a1 pr1ze for that
partleular event

“Hya +aH second to O'Neaill for ths
championship mile one . year and
beat him the same season at Clon-
mel frern the five yards mark. He
lost thé championship through
trying to pass O'Neill at the
turn coming to the straight, and
got put out of’ hig stride. I cannot
fix dates but I 'know he was run-
in -1886, at Limerick. He
afterwards went to .America and
remained there for some years He
came home married. I can’t fix the
"date of his death, .

“ Maurice was champmn hand-
‘Ball player, inh hard bali, of Iime-
for a. eouple of years He and
" Rgbert McNamara made a good
pair and beat dll. comers: in . the
county and thereabouts, travelling
to Rathliiire, Kilmalloek, Tipperary,
Tori was also 4 handballer :

“ The three were members. of .the
.Brdff nirling team after the start
of the G.A.A. and when some split
-came  they. played = with meanus.
Tom, Was . goalkeeper Mavrice and
Jack in }}e backs, immediately in
front of him.”

SFUGCESSES AT +S!PORT‘S o
MEETIN GS L

Gomg threugh th% few recerde
that are . avarla ble sports meet- |
ings .in the youthful days of the
G i o X ﬂnd first referenee to
John Fitzgerald as ﬁllmg second
plaee at Hospital Sports in the 440
ards flat—the date, 24th Septen-

ber, 1885, Just a week later we find
him winning the same event at
“Kilfingne.

In 1886, we find him second in the
'880 yards flat at North Tipperary
‘Gt.A.A. Sports on August 9th; win-
ner of the one mile. flat at Kﬂmal—
ock. on Au ust
'thg: same gevent at the Monster
;leerlck G.AA. and I.C. A, meeting
on; ‘September 19th,

The following year, on Septem-
ber i1th, he won the 880 yards
flat at the L’imermk GLAA, Sports,

nd Wwas gecond i
ﬁ'11'11le » At BErmly, on November 6th,

hé also took second prize in the
latter event.

dgo whilst Parieh Priest .of |:

ack

| Mie
ate . rn
All-Treland . Hurling |

readere Who max know ef the
whereabouts . of like. material
{see that it is preserved and net
alLeWed sutffer the .same,  fate.. .
| WALKED 16 MILES AND WON
- MILE RACE;

Only_ one memory hae survrved
the length of years. It.is of Tom

Fitzgerald lepving Bruff . one
mernlng after First Mass and
Walkmg dixteen ~or. sSevénteen

rrflles to. & eperte rneetmg' at Rah-
een .After arriving there;
pléted in, and won, the miile race,
.%hd then walked back home agaih
hat evening, with the  prize;

‘clack, under His arm.

ballplayere, athletes . and hurlers

ii other days, and ‘I reémember .a-

vrsit there abotit dozen, years

|ago. to see the renowned juniper,
Mickey
pop-| _
the dlstr§

Creed, who_ called my ats
Il't other fan:ieus Hiéen i'n_
C .’
neldded “celebritles” lf‘lte
Flhl’lh member of the Kilﬁn-
edm that won Limerick’'s first
Chem‘pienship
dway back in 1887. . The Sime year
ey also won the Croke Cup, and .
in the few seasons -of their great-|
ness Kilfindne side

tention .
Thesex ‘

that. lovely
won 11 sets of m_edals including a
Munster and two Ceunty Crowns, -
in addition to the All-Ireland suc-

cesses. le‘k; was through them

all. .

" QUTSTAN DING GAELIC !

. - WORKERS. |
In Willie Naughton,  Bruff was.
able. to boast of an eutstandlng.
Gaelic worker and Chairman of
the Limerick County Board for an .
extended spell, Others that gap
the paselng years
Mick Q@Quinlan and Mick Whelan, |
both well-known playérs of the |
Bruff seénior side that gained inter-.
county prominence many years -
ago; Con Scanlan, renowned ‘with-

team when they won ‘the Lyens_
Mememal Final in 1911, and mem-
ber of the Limerick tearn that won

‘the 1910 and 1911 Muynster Cham-:

pionships. and the . Cardinals’

Medals in 1913 : Chris. Ryan a’
member of the. leerlck side that
won. the 1921 All-Ireldnd Final, and
of the Army selection that won the -
first All-Army . hurling title; Ger.

O/Donriell, well-known inter-county

| player, Whe won .the 1927 County.

Crown with Fedamere, and the
following year's title with Young'
Ireland ; Bill Hogan, & member. of
the 1928 Young Ireldnd team also,

and Bill Moroney., I could mentlenj
many others, well worthy of the}
honour, but space COIlSIdE‘;I‘athIl84
demand that I call a halt, and so:
I leave Bruff, and the memory of
the great Fltzgeralds that, in the

1great days of Irish ‘athletic his-

tory, kept the parish name high up | |
in the annals ef the Gael. 1
No. 43—Tom Flanagan of Kil-'
malleck -

15tH a4hd second in;

His 1888 sucecesses 1ncluded
eeeefld in the half mile at the)

IT.A.A. and B.C. Sporte on June

t3th, and victory in the ”m11eSeg_t

L1mer1ck GLAJA. Sports on

th.
tember 9 June, . 1889 he won

~ On the 12th
the one mile flat (from ecratict:né

at the L.A.A. and B.C. Sports,
repeated thiis success at the sgigg
frox” scrateh; - his . time -on i 1s
occasion beine 4 ming, 45 eecs |

The passage of over, three ecere

years has effaced morée memories

'than those dealing with the prow-

ess of the famous Fitzgérald . bro-
thers, and 1 was censequentlym
d1sapp01nted to find that some old
sporting  papers; with & consider-
able am\ount of. data concerning
them, were destroyed some time

‘doubt that would «add much. to

ing, -‘_-.-‘,att at “fa*irs "
PARTICULARS FROM LATE
CANON HOGAN.. |
Another gredt friend and ad- period rich in
mirer of Ithe mtzgeralds |

was I Weuld appeal

ago. Thus perished some gems, no

knewledge of  a

avallable
athletic Werth and

0111?

to any of my

I

Bruff WS 8 great centre feri

were hurlers .

F’edamere ca tam of that parish,

lile com- .



