(3y SEAMUS Q’CEALLAIGH)

HE Value ef a parleh field was |
demonstrated this year at!
Dromcollegher where the opening
of the new Gaelie Grounds paved

the WAY. for the revival the
loeal inter - school Sperteg a.-:'
Ieature in other da yvs of the

efforts. to put athlettics beek on 1
the -map in Limerick.

Actively associated Wlth the run-f
nmg ef these sperts were some- 01’

.........

dlstrwt
. ours 11tx,le notige - thls week,
bztzgibben of Kneek&ermg, whem
I was: gle.d 10 see in sueh form at |
- Limeriek - ‘Gaelie  Grounds:
Sunday Watehmg h1s son hurling i
for Dromeollogher .in the County
Senier Hurling Sein-final, remind-
ing us of the- faet- the.t Jack him-
self was one of the pioneers of hur-
Hng i the ‘district, and with other
well knewn athletes of the
,Pe‘ddy Merleney (who- ce.pte,lned
the ~ team); Mick &and  Dick
O’Bmen-———helped matemelly in puts|
ting the caman game in the proud ,
plece it has -singce: eeeupled in |
the ~pamsh
The very plea,eant day spent re-
cently " at ‘the revived schools .
meeting - helped - Jack to recall
many heppy memories of his. eld
-eeheeldays In the eour§s: ef con- |
versation on ~that  occasion he
etreseed the fact that athletics |
were : an 1mpertant feature of
- eeuntry life "in his day and ex-
pressed the pride he felt in eeemg
the - keen. il_rteresi; taken in the
revival® of such’ hee.lthy,- ma,nly
pastimes 1n. .a locality that had
in the past. prueed meny great
figures . 6f the areng, some of
them even Werld fameus
ANTERESTING STQIY _-]
The Story ‘of his active a,thlﬁticf.
dgys -as - unfolded. by Jack Fitz-
gibbon that evening makes in-
feresting reeding and should serve
as an--inducement to some of the
schoglboy athletes - to - continue
their mtereet m the epert a.nd £hr

P—

e,

m

'manly Werk on the ﬂeld "'.; e
what he said:—

- “As-T.looked e,»reund at the emwd
of speectators . and eompetitors in .
the begutiful surreundings of the.
new Geelie ‘Grounds, T theeight of 1
ath contrast to our boyhood days
when, to heid mmﬂer fixturey  weg;
poached ‘on leea,l farmers end:
risked. thelr wratn in leymg out
our arena. -

“Many of thoee camp-amens of |
beyhoed de,ys have passed
_others havelong sinee. emigmated;
to lends far across the seas but
some remain to glad the retrospec-
tive eye, including Paddy Moleney, |
bretner of Very Rewv. Mons. . Molo-

.....

inclu:ding the subjecg e}fi
ack

lagt lihe

place— {CI

{ me to Cork City for the

| Ireland = championships,

seeend in the hurdles “We lest the

relay on one - occasion here to a

strong team from the city running
in the blue and geld coleure of the
Young Irelands
| “Anether favourite venue was
I FPaynes, where honourg came to me
yin the high and long Jumps, the |
[hurdles e.nd the relay. t this
tcentre I was successful fﬂr three
years in the same events, and az
{Bathkeale I won the high and the]
long 3u1---@§ ':twe earg in ‘succession.
TIM LEAH g(} REAT JUME.
C‘reseing the Shennen £0 Clonlara.
I won a- s;eleﬂdld prize there when
i1 bee:t Mlek Leahy, of Cregane, in
high jump. A few weeks later

i ’t‘{lSltﬁd the Limerick  Markets

iField for a great meeting under the|

******

aueplees of the County Board, |
G.AA,, and won 3 ’thrllllng lonyg

jump from ten competitors, with;
1~. half an inch to S{pare over M,
best effort

I a so won thej
hurdles that dey, made memorable |
by & 8 ft. b ins. performanée by Tim |

' 1,,1be11y
bemg 22 ft. 3 ins.

iLeahy in th, high jump—ithe gree,t--
lest since. hie ‘brother Paddy made.
|another remarkable jump there

some ten years garlier, 'an occasion:
Spencer Lyene of

when the latie
Croom Castle, the tallesg mian in the

eeunty Weiked under the bar with-]

out tel;ghlﬁng.

“THen over te Kilmallock, where'

T won the hurdles; e.nd shortly |
afterwards I eompeted at Kanturk|
against the athlets of Dunhallow,

including Ban

n the hop, step and jump,
“A jump of 21 ft. 9 ins. got me
second place at Llstewel in the

jdong -
pI'IZB wWag -
vigit, this fime in the hurdles.

jump,

he content with a pair of tmrds——J

|J. Walsh, of Kllﬁnane (22 ft, 1 in. y
weth .

winning the long" jump,
Roche, of Banden, second; and an-

other Kilfihane man, M., T, Mur_phy, 1
“high,” With | were
8 ft. 0% ing., T P. Oetter of Kneek..*
_-‘i_braek ‘being' second.

P ‘fMy ‘wanderings next brought

taking heneurs, in th

pepular
drapers’ meeting: by the banks of
the Ige 1 eemgeted in one. event
here the high jump, - and was
beaten fer firat place by Dan

iE}i:l:'kﬂ 3 brother of the famopus

Jim, whom I have already men-

tioned.

AT" MALLOW,
"‘Shertiy afterwards I travelled
tQ Mallow to eompete in the - All-
the date,

August.  20th, . 1916, My usual

i methed ef reeeh;pg 8 sports meet-

ingg was to travel by

ney, . P.P., St Munchin’s; _Denis
Bredemck Jack MeGe.rthy fether'
of Trish and Munsier fall- ferwe.rd «
Derry: McCar*thy, Jehn Gleeson,
Ben = Sullivan and the OBrlen '
brothers, Mick and Dick, 4
o FRIENDLY RIVALB-Y

“TRere - was mueh frlendly

. o

ﬁ-..peekeg; Hewever T was allowed

-ee.t.gh a .. em;e.ble train.. On this
pecasion I cycled to
but when the tram for

redehed there it was a,lready

to stand as it was also crewded

_rwalry in these da s, and it was &
feature ‘of many éunday after-
- hgong {9 hold Lex.,ai eempet1t1ens at
yarying yenues, mmn& promoted |
by the late J eremlah %gﬁn whe
died in- Amemee |

- "We were - fertunate at the t1me
in Dremeeuegher to have in oyr
midst Jim Burke, an athlete who
afterwerds be.ce,rr;.e world famous;
and Jim, seeing that I had greeter
capabilities than the leeal eon- |
tests - eatered -for,

{

Y e

'-'ﬂrst_ pubhe - m

'Le.ne (Mﬂferd) Patte;n De,:ys ‘at
that time were: numerous and: the
dav was -never - complete wu:heut
varigug athletiec contests, 1. COMPe: |
ted in the mile flat and he.d to be |
content  with
beaten on the tape by Jack O'Cop- |
nell, who -was then g very well-
lgnewn lonig distance runner. -
“After this day Jim Burke ad-:
weed ‘me te coneentrate meore on
the huzdles and jumps. We prae-
tised many times together and
this 1ed to ‘several fut ure eueeee—
ses for mg 'in these events, |
"Some time afterwards we held
an open sports meeting at Drom-
eollogher and ‘I was: one of the
-team «the,t Wen the relav race; ‘the

.....

ng my breth;er :

bretners

LATER JSUCIGES SES |

“My “next outing - was to the 1
Open Sports at ‘Feohanagh and I
- consider this meeting -one ‘of ‘the
euietendmg euceeeeee of My ath-
letic career. That de I won the
- 120 yer‘de ‘urdles, the high jump
and ‘the long jump, wag second in
the 100-yards fat, the 220 and the
440 Verde and was alse one of the
winning relay team. .

“My next outing was te New-
castle West, ‘where 1 won ‘the. higa,
jump. the long Jump, _the 120 yardsi

hurdles and the relay race. At this]]

venue. I ‘wag suceessful for feur

'Jured

second. place. hemg1

- War

{ e.ge,ln for

i where I again

Dn@-mcelleghel
we

1 Dremeoliogher

1 time that I recall
eapte.m Jack O’Brien, Jack Egan, i
Mick OQ'Brien, Patie Mike ﬁevage |

FIRST |

years:in succession in the high Brald

Iong Jumps a.m:l teek elther ﬁrst or

'equally leng standing upset me'
and when I ran in the hurfj’iee
had - the galhng | expemenee

seeing W, Britton (ater . Irish

champion). just ‘grab the tape to
the narrowest ever |

| were the O’Mehenv b-rethere fmm

beat me by

'.me,rgm in our heat. I was second

in the hop, step and. Jump, the
winner “belpg the femeus Frank

I Roche ef Benden his distance,

_45 kN
emeureged me:}-

o travel further eﬁeld S@ fer my

8% ins.; yaine, 45 ft, 3% ms
DISAPPG‘INTING DAY,

,’egn reeali ydurfmge_

*'r__n- i Loy Fel ......u-'l

reat mtee-eeunty con-
test, my- foot, -which. T had
in- traming, eame e.gamst
me when competing” in the high
jump and foreed me to retire.
“T" had won eemethmg like one
‘hundred and fifty prizes at this
ste.ge and was at the helgh
my eareer when the Angle -Irish
intensified and put all
thought . of athletie sports out of
the zgueetatr*“ The -Sporis fields
-evere deee;;ed for - thg more
serious game of - winning Irish
frgedom ‘and I did not compete
almoest & decade of

ney in &

years, I confined my
then te local eperts
won many prizes.
“During my yo/lag days
' it was all football
piayed
yeuth kept me fmm ﬁgurmg

......

11}

‘a2 great tournament ﬁxture at

Dromeolliegher footballers

and Tom Noonan.

:: ER GF IID_. M’Sl?#
| i HﬁRLING‘r TE :
“I am proud of the fact thet
T was one of those that

P, el
- __...--"-_.

Q'Leary and Mec-
Carthy, ‘and gecured second place:
| | Fohn Neenan

and. another second
‘secured there on & later_
On
Oone e£ my visits to Trelee T had to

The long eyele followed by the|

of |

my .

in--

_tet'

n | the

{ Duhallow
and although my |
|t see a greater 18ve fer athletics
1in my native parish and:would be
ef the eeveniseLn tha.‘i: piayed fer;
against Milford in |
;amonget Qur yeuth i
Charlev}ii,e, which the North Cork - e
1ads won by a single point. Good !
of the i
include the |

te mtreduee hurlﬁng te Dremeeln
logher and a member of the first

]

4

e i,

1.
trayel in the Guard’s Van but had : the equally renowned and lovable

il

| hurling team in the

‘great rivalry.

- 8S0ns .

ﬂycle OF J ballers

horse and tre.p either  direct ar |
to the ,neareet rallway station- to j

| Bev. |
Charlevﬂle.f curate in the parish, who was le.ter

Mgllow

has. always been ‘a hurling c¢lub
‘since and

they laid the foundations for the

parish. There N

those that remain of
the oqld pioneers are happy to
1look back the years and claim

many great hurlers - Dremmlieghef.

has sinee pree’ﬂced I am glad to

recall the - names :— ' Paddy .
. Meleney, our captain; Jack Far-
rel, Dan Broughton (R.LILP),

TR S

Michael Sheehy, Tom Klely, Jack

MeCarthy, Dan Strafford, Ben
O’Sullivan, my brother, Gerald
(R.IP); John Gleeson, P. M.

.Aherne
Costelloe,
Madigan, Lar
Tim O Cennell

O’Halloran
(R.LP,

Peter -
(R.I. P, .

Mick and Dmk O'Brien,
Tom  Noonan,

I and the Barrett brothers, Ned and

| Jack, who haye also pe,seed away. |
This team was under the presi-|
late James PFitz- .

dency of the

gerald, and we defeated Patricks-

well by a sehtery point

of 1916, but the final was .never
played, owmg to . the troubled
times.

AL thm time, tee there Wee'
between Dremcel-f

logher and our nelghbeure Broad-

ford, and there was many a hard |
, bettle fought between the two

teams. The. outstanding men of
the Broadferd team were
Naughton, the
James Geery, Murt Duggan, who
lpst his life in the fight for Irlsh'

freedem his prother, Paddy

Fitzgibbon, of Kllllle

e

HAN'DBALL

ferﬂ
iIIt

Jim |
Foley brethere,

; and |
@utetandmg hur- |
lers at thls time, teo‘d were Jack |
and Davy |
OCellaghan now resmmg in Mll-'

is a -great plty that thed

in the
County Championship Semi-final

game of ha,ndball "has died out-

| in Dromeoliogher, bgcause I gan

recall. . as a boyv some wondeérful
.beu}:e in Pat Cahill's ball alley,
At that time, of eourse, -there

no cham,elensths, put it

| was. customary for Lisearroll and
nelghbeurmg teams - to challenge |

‘the men of Dromeollogher. “Drom”
preduced fameue handballers, top,
all since gone to their - eterne.l

reward, 1neiudmg Fhady Meleney, .,

Dan OShee,
Buekley
N.T.; Jlm (“S inner”) = Barry,
Tullylease, Breedferd gave

Jim Kirwan,

us

“Tom |
N.T.; Daniel O'Callaghan,
of

wonderful handballers in the per-

"of Jim  Heffernan,
Enright and Denis Cennell

Paddy

“In my owntime there were great

duels between those visiting teams .

ani oursglves, the prominent hand-
in Dromeellegher peingy
Jack McCarthy, Deniq e.m;i Benj
O'Sullivan, Dick Sayvage (R, I P
J. Moloney C.C.,

‘rom.

clogely aseee;e‘ted with the careers
of ‘};WQ werl@—beatere-—-the -peerlese
and

.....

Jack O'Grady, - ‘the {:hamplon
weaghbthrewer P@tmek M. Se.v—
age, John Emderlek who died in

;USA and the late Mig$c Gleeson,

f the Iatter afterwarde

A s B3

oo

activities | O'Connell of Ardpatrick..

ﬁxtu’res ‘

- | who, unfortupatly, lost his - left
hand - in 4n e,celdent but was,
| neverthelesa a freat to Wa.teh

with hzs rlght hand. The outstand-
ing playing visitors at that time

beeemm
‘teachér in Dromcollogher, retlrmg
3 couple of years agg.

1 “During my active athletic career;!

_ “‘png ofv:the most” dme.ppelntmgij

ol desfﬁ L
'_fte represent leeriek e.t Kllle,r- 1

T met many ﬁguree famous on: the

f;‘ggerd:eﬁﬁ;gie of “Ireland at. the time,

i A -:
r ) . AR YR .
wrmi I;m; »"":*_'-':%‘-‘ LS
] N Q
B - - ' -

*'em: “present reyered
) ei, Re@' Dr. O'Neill, Whe
was good at the long jump and a
champion - at the hurdles,. and

whom I competed againt in Re.th-

keale, Castleconnell and Clenlare., A

Paddy @ Moloney, our  hurling
skipper who wag alse premlnent
at local sports particularly in the
high jump; the late Jack Murphy
of Tuliyleese ‘who was good for
46 ft, in the hop, step and jump;
the renowned Leahys of Cregane—
Tom, Joe ,Tim and Mick;
O’'Callag he’n of = Banteer;
Burkes, the O'Brien brothers of
“Drem”, Bee,slev of Upton
niffe . of Duhallow, and

“T bad enether great

local
Heunde

“And 2 last word! I would like

very happv to do all I could to

foster such  manly

‘helped

Cun-
.Davy |

mterest ]
|toe—a. love for horses. and 1 spent
imany pleasant days nunting with
Harrier Club and the j

r |
{

&,

!

ﬂ "

A

tae
the |

pursuits |




