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By SEAMUS -O’CEALLAIGH

NACH Patrick’ s
' Day recalls for many an old !
timer in West Limerick the hal—-l
cyon days of the great gatherings’
in Abbeyfeale in honour of the
National Apo*stle-—-—the grand pro-
cession, the fine turn out of the
local band the -big St. Patrick
- medals sported by the leading
citizéns, and the: magnificent lead-’
el ship of the great Father Casey.!
Ohe name which crops up fre-;
quently in connection with these-
celebrations is ‘that of ‘the late
James D. Hartnett, who played a'
big part in. some of the later |
gatherings and “bridged the gap
between the very. early processions
and those of: after years.
~ The possessor of a facile pen,
"he has left us many interesting .
. stories of the years of richness;
~and glory when Fealeside went

succeeding St.

into earmval mood to honour the (

National Festival.
In an effort to recapture some;

'of a past that has passed unfor—i

homely ; _
coun- | which we saw the serpents wrig-

-i gling into the séa at the feet of
St

tunately for ever, and much of its:

spirit as well———the happy,
spirit of an unspoiled Irish

tryside, I give some of the hap
pénings by Fealeside at the turn
of the century, as some .
years ago by our this
week-—J. D Hartnett:

“Jt- may be that memory
wreathes a solacing charm of its
own about those old St. Patrick’s:
Days of our youth, but it appears
the more likely that the peace
‘effacing progress of modern times
'lays a foundation that may {fail
to bring to others, in later years,
the saine joy of retrospect  which
SO naturally clings to our mmental
filing of the  past

- Y SHAMROCK SPOT 7
“There used to be a ‘shamrock
spot’ on the banks  of «the Feale.
~—where . Pouleenn Buidhe runs be-
tween its long scimitar-shaped
strand and the yellow Dbanks
along the fringe of that bank.
Days before St. Patrick’s. Day, we
competed in our school day after-
noons, when the thought of the
netlonal holiday took root in our
minds, in a race along the Feale-
side to the spot where we knew

related
subject

the genuine triple .leat grew in
- abundance. |
“The peaceful ‘scenes’ reﬂeoted

in the works which have now be-
come the dreams of Charles XKick-
ham weére only a sample of what

were enjoyed elsewhete through-|
was |

out the Emerald Isle, There
joy anhd peace and happiness in
the townlands of the Gael, even
~when the clouds: of - oppression.
were still lingéring - in. the sky
- over the Hhills and . vales of Tip-
perary, for a just ‘cause
backed by. stout, clean hearts.
THE GREAT FAT‘HER CASEY. .
- “8t. Patrick’s Day in Mullma—-
hone had been reflected in the
‘hamlets and villages on the banks
of the Feale, and when our Ab-
beyfeale of to-day was little more
than a hamlet there ‘came there
from. the foot of the Galtees a
kindly ¥young sagart, later to be-
come a national figure universally
known as Fatheér Casey, who
brought . with, him the. spirit" of
Tlpperery and the.simple ¢ustoms
of its gallant people

- “West  Limerick -then he,d little
.of its present pretensions. Its
‘slmple people round about, like
. thiose of. Mullinahone, had a hard
“run for life; draggmg hard rents
from the. so;l :for - their masters,
“but in them -was a fa‘lth ‘and splrlt.
- that came down from: ‘thes Walls'
of Limeridk; . : There 6y St. Pat--
rick’g Dey, a. splrlt of gladness
took -the  place of resentment,
when . Fa,ther Casey’s Brass Band
roxieed ﬁe remderrte T 614 ¢t
Beds, ‘and the wmdows

from the strokes of its' big

druiy,

"al day:cbreak and with"a hf‘tiho;ﬁ

power that would have' leff Matt,
The Thiesher envious. Out of
our beds we tumbled with - the

opéning volleys of that big drum; |

swoppmg thHe remnant of our sleep-'
for a peep it Jack & Scully, who

could still give dlreetlons to his boys!

without mlssmg a note from hlS'
¢ornet.

A" REMI‘NDER AND A LAPSE!
~ ~-*“And what ‘a. time of it that
| gurleless young curate had then,
for & gme with{ some_ of those
band of his. One soft-
-hearted: young member of the
band was. one day: reminded by
Father Casev that it behoved him
on one partlcular day, when he

i tradition

‘lively young- curate of the broad

t

was |
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mounted one of the long outside
cars, as It was set for Bally-
bunion with the band, to be on
his ‘guard against any attempt
that might be made to interfere
" with the- Pledge he had taken.
‘Make your mingd easy, Father, the
hopeful - replied, isn't in ‘the!
power of the Old Boy to make me
brealkk my pledge!’ Vain boast, He |
happened to be the only one that
ired @ little physical assist-.

!

reqgu
anice to mount the long car on the ..
return,

“On St Pa.trmks Day, when'

last Mass ‘was over, hundreds of,
youths of the parlsh
ble under . the chest-

l
men and
would assem

nuts and copper  beach, chattmg
and

smoking untll the semorI
mwmembers of the Temperance Soc-,
, iety appeared with their big St.
Patrick’s Day medals on their
. preasts and passed the word to
the waiting crowd to get
. marching order.

ONE OF THE GREAT DAYS.

“It was one of our great days
then watchmg the banners, on

and the wolf hound

ratrick,
close to

be’s1de the round tower,
some- thousand year old abbey
or church. OQOeccasionally there
would be some inclination in the
village to endow the queetmnable.,
of - the “Patrick’s - Pot’
with some sort of national asso-
| ciation with the Festival, but that

shoulders. and  athletic step had.
no place for it in his organisa-
tions. A ba,ndboy Or some Iem-
Dbet . of his Tempera,nce Society,
might slip now and. then off the
rigid line of sobnety, ‘but- on’ the
whole they - were well conducted
and He had not much difficulty in
maintaining a model society under
his fatherly. supervision.

“Those old marshals of the
village processions, whose ages
bordered on the seventy mark,

| also formed a.-sort of commlttee

of the Temperance Society to
which they were attached, and
rniimbered -about half a dozen It
woiild have been a v1llage scandal
of top dimensions had dny . .of
them broken his pledge’ befor"x‘_'-:a-'?:e.,-'_.‘..;_,.\ 3

. {1 coming of Christmas set. it§'a

nual limit po A Life pledgee iifere
exceptlonal B

ROUNDINh UP i

. WANDERING SHEEP.

“ The. Reverend President, whose
monunent. now adorns the square
of the village, which Has now be-
come a town of some importance,
might shut his eye to aberrations
of 4 few days mto the New Year,

[ but . after . that =~ thié wandering
sheep would be rounded up within
a WwWeék

‘Sometimes: it Would happen that
one WhHo 1had beed winding up his
own freedom. would wilk into the
Teniperalice . Hall - with a corree-
tive | gait, linkéd with a softer
meémber of thé Aisociation in tow,
and ‘'when he himiself might have
been revelling during the week.
This kindly aet, with quasi merit,
Woiild, of course, be relied on to
avert any ‘suspicion of his own

lapse.  The Président would meet
such maioeuvrés ih silence, but
with. ~a smile, which usually

covered a kindly roll of the tongue.
in his cheek.

- ¥ Many important events in the
werld*e history  Have occurred
withifi the pdst half 8 century, but-.
‘none with. all this era’s inventive-
‘hess -has, replaced the : peaceful
atmosphere that bléssed the”mmple.
faith and customs  of our: youth. ]
That - older - generation embraced
morg real. hap mess,._Wlth _3.11 1t'~3-

1e.tt1ed; o

v AII that cabinet of elders

-the Temperance " and _other or—-
ganisations of our youth, as well
‘as. the 1ast .of the band  boys of
the processions ahd Land League
-demonstratlons, have gofie to rest.

that vitality which brought it
through more than thrée . hundred
years of  persecution.. .
- “As of old. the Holy Sacrifice is |
pld raiséd . their orisons- of praise |still offered on the rock by ‘which
@‘to the Creator, léaving the Faith i the Feale still flows: as it does
still Fe; ngnt . in their sons. There by Slieve Luchra's range -where
where their forbears knelt is aifor thHe most of fifteen centuries,
¢church whose modest walls spoke,mmmters of the Faith, from the
to them of its Penal aslsoelatmns ' days of Patrick; have been Jaid to
“ Traditions die hard in Ireland, rest awaiting . ‘the trumpet’ call
and dre still cherished where the ; for the gathermg of the harvest.”
_;Steps of Ita ahd Brendan blessedi Moré storiess of TFather Casey,
the hills and vales of Limerick ; the Temperanoe Society and early
-end Kerry., The fe.ith of Patnck football days in Abbeyfeale Wlll-
is stﬂl sustained with much . of: appeer next week
| -
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~Abbeyfeale, activities .. open
with .the establishment of 'a . Tem-
. perance _

. which afterwards bécame famous
- in the Land Leagu
athletic club. The latter was in a
- flourishing position years

. wWe ' grew old  enough

- Walsh,. who madeé, the entty’ nore | $8TS-and eve
painfully impressivecbywmpistening ~known." Those

- form

Head

‘the

- til his
. December 29th, 1907.

-~ carried in one of his bi
- pockets,
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of Abbeyieale (Continued)

- By SEAMUS O’CEALL:AlGH'Z‘;P At 7

YHE part the late Father Casey
’l played in the life of Abbey-
Years
week
that

feale during many vnal
the main theme this

from the reminiscences of

| great Gael and chronicler, the late
- James D, Harnett;— Mali
- cofortngrht and . harmony  oncoe

“There o100 o Adal
to Cape :Clear’ ar motel en-
thusiastic patron of Gaelic ath-

letics than Father William Casey,
the well Known pastor of Abbey-

feale. A good. judge of a horse,
he liked riding but mever hunted
anything but unreasonable land-

lords and undesirables in his time.
- "*For

“Years. after his death
many an old rambler of theroads
clumsily shifted his bag from his
shoulders, or changed the stick in

-his hand, to 1lift his battered hat

to the bronze statue on the square
at Abbeyrieale, which was all that
wWas
old friend whose admonitions
were . always lined with help for
them. For one so. endowed with
the hot blood- that seemed to
warny  with the breath of © the

Galtees, under which he first sa;ﬂr
Kil- |
her wag al- . . .
there > sconfessional, outside
'great patriotic pastor now sleeps,

light,. at Castlequarter,
behenny, in 1844,
ways a special place

ved in. his big hesart for

reser-
those

'¢ld wanderers to whom the world

ususally gave the cold shonlder.
LONG REIGN IN ABBEYFEALE
" Ordained priest on July 2ng,

1868, he spent some time at Ban-

cgue, where the famous horse
ruces used to be held long ago;

~and Manister, before moving per-.
FTnanentiss .
. ember 18th, 1871, to his great de-

to Abbeyvfeale, on Nov-
ilght and there he remained un-
much lamented death on

Soelly after settling down in
‘his ‘activities -opened
band,

Society, " a brass

e days, and an

before
that meeting in Thurles established
the. Gaelic Athletic Association.
- 'The Temperance Society
mained for many years the lead-

ing social sanctum df the village, .

which it was then, and for a
fong time after its. establishment
Its prestige was jealously guarded
by a committee of veterans, of
whom the Jeaders were Mickey
Walsh, John Donovan, Tom Fet-
tin, Maurice: .Q'Grady, Patsy
Meade and others—a thoroughly
honest and fajithful combination
VERY WELL CONDUCTED,
"It was a very wel
Society. I know it was too well
conducted for us youngsters when

chievous. Either this cabinet
the greatest martinets of the
or we were the
urchins known to the history of

the place, " | |
‘It wasg as eaSy to get into that
Temperance Hall at night then as |

it was to ge into the lost eity of
Petra in. the Lang of Edom in days
of old. If by any chance of relaxed
vigilance one of us did get in sur-
reptitiously who Svas nor a member
of this “invincible institute,
name, was solemnly. recorded in a’
Teq covered pass hook by Mickey

a short stump of pencil he always
waistcoat
" pocketed our
night's rest with the performance
when he stowed- it away. - 'There
was always the uncertainty of a
visit. frgm- Father Casey at. the
next day's school, if there did not

and he

happen to be an eviction or-.some-
imporiance. to !

thing of national
ctiiivert his attentton from triviali-
es, | : i ;
- A'STRICT DISCIPLINARIAN. *
‘Dlickey was charged with the

- conduct of the! Society, and was a

“expired on :th

strict discinlinarian. ~ The annusl

which .some of] the memberd natur-
ally sought to prolong, there was a

his |

lef{ to remind them of the

-and Father Casey would

general round _up,’ and Mickeéy
would then become busy with re-
ports. to his  President of the.
siraying sheep: This was & part of
his office that made him anything.
but ‘popular amongst the senior
mmembers, who disliked any short-
ening  of. their annual  freedeom -

more restored; - . |
“Mickey was rather tali and
stoutly built, and even when wall
over eighty would: still walk up-
right without a stick. We used to
hear that he fought before Robas-
tapol in.the Crimean War or lsoi,
anda we were not a bit surprised.s
He was comfortably off, ang kept
8 tobacco and grocery shop., Hcure
unscrupulous young crocks of our
acquaintance often tried -it as an
exchange when his wife wa¥ in
charge, to convert some outlandish
foreign coin into sweets of =o.ae
kind. |

“Nearing- his end his upright,.
soldierly walk driftegq into &
slight  shuflfling movement, :and
every Saturday when he visited
the Parish Church he would walk
straight up to Father Casey's
which this

and’ no matter how thronged the

-seats might be the middle door

would open,
shrive
old Mickey at his feet. No one
but AMickey enjoyed this privilege, ;
and we used to think he would
never tell his sins so openly if it
were he who passed those bad
pennies for g sweets, .

- “This Temperance' Society, over .
which Mickey was such a faith-
ful guardian, functioned in the
old low ceilinged’ school room,
with _its .infants’ gallery. at- one.

of the confessional

T e o e m

~end, .wheére: the brass -band used.

re-

conducted gallery,

i

to be mis-

W:;g;’might drop a- wrong card. Then
most incorrigible!

1

{ telling &l
;cern that that

.
"

i place and the cards. alopg with
5 h - )

1 ferfeting rabitts’ in'. the

temperance 3! jdgcﬁf-tbe Society !
. &xXpired el 315t ot December,
‘and a ‘few .da qaftérit:aexwry

rounded them..

spot. and forced  his horse - into|

and brought them out ¢ne_by one
 in the. nick of time. U

. iidid'each night, the pipes instantly

i

- work

1

o T TF&ther Casey..make: hig' appear-

=F&T

&lice amongst them,

angesthetic, and

- The ‘visit oy the

ot practise and at the other ‘end,
over .the intervening desks, there
was a jong table, This, somewhat

like Goldsmith's ‘chest of
drawers,” served the double pur-
pose of an expansive master’s

desk by day, and a card table at
night.

SCENE WORTH RECALLING.
*“It, was a scene wdrrth recal-

ling to see half a dozen of those

happy veterans of the Committes,
all verging on: seventy, if not be-:
yond it, each with a " .different;:
temperment and disposition, hold-’
ing their cards at the table keenly -
intent on a forty-one match. sud-.
denly, Jack  Scully, the bandmas-
ter, - would set the whole lot of!

the !instruments going  in the]
and when the music
reached its blaring burst in al-

tissimo_ from the big belled bras- '
ses, one of.the card players’

would arise an. arfument in pan-.
tomime,; for all words were lost in
the :thunder of the band. When it-

lceased  some startling expressions,

keyed to' the high note of the
gallery, might be heard afar off,
whom. it might con-
band would soon
blow. out the windows of - the

them - > . . .

“This Society was a. kind  of
happy family then, when' motor
cars-and - even- bicycles we re uri-
‘ .of - the members
Wno' were not playing cards
craughts
about a

or
were. - hightly, grouped
big . turf . fire, and.

| here on winter nights. might Dbe.

heard the true story of how the|
Kerry - farmer's horse, - car apnd
driver fell off the - Xerry - bridge
and -were noneé the worse for ~,L§e
adventure, Here! too; wag often!
re-told the tale of the three lads
Iromn -the <town -wite were en gtqelcllI

ast]e
Inch when -a ‘great Feale food sur-.
| | No one. could or
would venture to save them until
Father Casey; the daring young
curate; who was not long in the
place at the time, galloped to''the

. .

the' flood -at the risk of his life,

LESSON. OF REVERENCE, -
- "MDst” of the members smoked,
and enjoyed their smoke after n
- day’s : work, . but. should
ar he mostiy
disappeared ledving a lesson of
reverence to a rising. generation
rom.men who knew what  hard

. meant.. With a genial smlle
85 sOme, dislodged - pipe- cover
to his feet, their
: would tell them:
‘Smoke away, boys’'! He wWas parnr-
tial for some years to n pinch of
snuff, but he neveér smoked, . sand
faced a painful operation some
weeks before his death, refusing an
putting aside the.
little brandy that wag proffered’
him rather than slight the rledge
of his Co-nﬂ'r-ma-tiph;?.’-“;..fj.,.,.-;'-i-_x;.;-'r;‘__;E'. I
_ Abbevieale® Band
and football team 'to Croom for a"
big championshi engagement will

|

be described next week.

o
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MEMORABLE visit of the

L% Abbeyfeale Brass Band and
football team. to Croom for one of
the earliest wsenior. football .cham-
pionship "~ enagagemernts form the
main pirt of the reminiscences o1
the late James D, Harnett, as re-
lated this week. o |

“Jack Scully succeeded 'Tom
Dennison -~as bandmaster, when

the latter accepted an important

positiony it London. Jack was a.
geniug in.the minor ranks of the
profession; even ‘composing music
of his own, but like some geniuses
his eccentricity, too, often took the
- forin of a weakness for the bar,
| in.v?;r'iia.bl'y at the wrong time.This
litgle “failing kept Father Casey
bugy ‘from time to- time, giving
him @ pledge for life
month of so, -but -for the life of
him he -couldn't see or feel his
way to keep it for a long time,
but eventually he succeeded.
“Jack’s - services were indispen-
sable. ‘He was known to every
T.and League Committee in
 three - counfties,, and more ‘than
once shared- the honour of his
patriot friend, when the premier
place was given hig band at some
city or “county. demonstration,

“He was in his . element when

playing ‘the ‘local football team to
some “county match, There
mugsi¢ might help the boys to vic-
- tory, or-if fortune were inclined
to shuin: them it might at  least
have - -Some . -paralysing effect on
their -opponents, - - L

“Jack - Scully sleeps beside  the
Feale with many of his comvrades,
and not far from: <Croyle Hill,
across the river, from which his
music “so  often awakened the
echoes down -the . valley in  the
peaceful summer. twilighty of the
past, . The kindness extended to
him by his old friend only pe.—
trayed: - ‘that - sympathetic line
which ;. ran. throughi all the good
natured: -actions of his old patron.

‘“Father - Caseyls uncompromising
attitude:towards landlordism -came
from. his first hand knowledge of
the cruel conditions under which
many. tenants at will struggled to
meet~ high -rents, which were
spareq.- enly from penury. It was
-~ s0 he:cleared the ground for some
of the-e&fcellent work ‘alsq accom-

plished by his distipguished suc-

 cessors-in. the days that followed.
FOGOTBALL CONTEST AT
“One  fine day in the late sum-
mer of, 1881, “the brass band, the
football club and the usual musier
of sifeline warriors and ; Wa¥d
aspirants to. the colours of green
and gold were detrained from a
special at Patrickswell Railway
Statiqn and -marshalleq by Father
Casey “outside the platform beside
a bridge,with the pleasant int
~ structions: to face a march of five
or sik miles to -Croom. There it

was that a contest for the Lime- |

rick County football championship
of the year was fixed for decision
between. Abbeyfeale and Doon.

“The., latter teéeam came from the
borders .of - Tipperary, under the
shadow of Galteemore, and turned
up on.some  waggonettes, a fine
set of strong limbed, hard-faced,
fearless. looking men, They looked
as if -they might have found it
hard to return to a place sa near
Tipperary if they failed to snatch

victory . from the men from the

AR approbrious term

~mountains. - brious term
 glmost dead, but then

- 1

this, now -

applicable to those who had the
temerity, of ‘being born west .of

‘Barnaglh Hill.

“Phere was an immense crowd

present “when ~the boys lined up ibs

Wather Casey was. busy along the

his.
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I believe  they were under &
different affiliation, for there were
rival -~ boards—the regular one
under the Chairmanship of Paddy
O'Brien (“T'wenty’”) and a break-
body under . the rule of
Father Sheehy—opérating in the
county, at the time, .
" “The brass band sent out one
or two old Irish airs over the
field to remind-the boys of what
was expected of them (inciden-
tally, 1f not unfairly, perhaps)
and Brian Boru’s march might
have been heard at Ballyneety in
the  distance, where Sarsfield put
ohe up on William -long before

that. | |
 THE DOON TEAM.

~ “The Doon stalwarts did not
appear -to care. much for music

‘just’ then, and one of them jum-
ped and shouted a defliant note
of his own in resentment against
this dressing-up, so much on the

the

Jthe

youthful

1

T o [ lensbled ns
ANSE_CROWD, lof the ‘jour

sideline, whip in hand, his tongue

searching about his cheeks, a ges-
fure to° stimulate a sort of vexed
impatience, ‘familiar '~ to everyone
who knew him, which helped more
than -the whip to ~keep 4
fleld. He wdg -assisted in the work
by the Gaels of Croom, although,

a .clear

Lafford.

one side -altogether. My friends
in Kast Limerick. may be inter-
ested in learping the names from
which the Doon team was selec-
ted for the oceasion: Thomas
Hayes (captain), P Hogan, P.
Ryan, J. Carey ¢
Kennedy, M. Maher, J. Sweeney,
M. Hayes, B. Hayes, D, Connors,
‘B - Martin, .-C, - Hayes, -E -Rusgéll;
T. Fitzgeraid, M. Dargy, P.
Bourke, - T. - Collins, B. Kennedy,
Jeremiah Hayes, P. Lonergan, I.
‘Coffey, P. Lande, J O'Dea and

| ' THE GAME,

“The whistle sounded and play
began with:seme fine punts from
the ~Doon: i¢etifres, which.: 8 ;.for-

ward just failed to turn . to
count. A second rush was saved
by some hefty arm. sttokes of the

some minutes there was even play
until the Feale mien took the
offensive; After ten minutes
tense work, two Feale centre
forsrards introduced a dual pass’

by ~an opponent. This was the
beginning of the end, for an ap-
peal only invited further. aggres-
sion, and immediately pandemo-
nium reigned i a sgene which I
have never seen repealted on a
football field since. Better forget
what happened, but the Doon men

the game was awarded Abbeyfeale

.|and subscquently confirmed.

DEPRIVNG THE TPUBLICANS
~“In all' great batitles the van-
quished are usually depicted as

that evening might well have
defeat. There was no marshalling:
pow, -and wyery little musi¢, for
Father .Casey was robbing
publicans of some
tomers behind us, and sending

far-off train, and' with so many
large crab apples on the wayside
{rees between, with no time left
for their acguaintance for the
smaller members of
ing any c¢ontact with Father
weére full with old ‘members, who
were bérit on celebrations he did
not like. .. -

- “Our place, as youngsters, was
naturally, behind the band, but

1

ithis afternoon there was no band

to go' behind. In our eagerness to
catch "our train af any. cost the
pace we. igade for . Pafrickswell
apled ps 10 pass. gl varioys parts
of. the Jjourney -several ~bearing.
band  msiruments who

and hoys, Lot there: was
it weltdotes they bl

: ime, from

on them from time to |

them

.. One- grown-up schoolboy,
Dick Walsh, later of Xilmurry, .

|Castleisland, was . siruggling along

with the big. drum, but his appeals
for assistance frll on deaf ears as

we passed. He was, however, re-
lieved hefore we faded from his

W. Kennedy, J..

“aie- |

backs, then permitted, and for|

movement, whieh just placed their |
top man  in dangerous ground, |
when he was deliberately tripped |

retreated to their waggonettes, and |

scattered - and disorganised in re-:
treat. Our returf to Patrickswell-

given a stranger ah impressjon of
Irobbing: the-
of their cus-

them in groups before him to the|

SIN _ humanity. |
They were more concerned avoid-|

for they knew hig hands|

selveg an hour ang

1for he stopped at the. end:q

the little wind the. hiking could [he seem _
than to follow, if he were to catch .

view,

“At Patrickswell we found our-
, ] a half too
A this - we employed
watching the victors and“ their
satellites arriving, ~They  were
shepherded to the last wian by

soon, -~ and

after all, seemed - the  only one
that caused him any anxiety. The

men did not seem to know /he was
playing the role of a lest.sheep,

zen Steps to

£ | ;o emphasise
some point or other of the advica -

Exriies

e seemed more inclined to impart

his {rain.” ) L
Some great games with Temple-
glantine, and the County PFinal of
1898, form the main theme of the
recollections for the next grticle in
this series. N
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' ing. contests between

-davs

| 'daya of the - ‘nineties throbbed.

il siall - A

“men of such very  fine

» Tem
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OO—JAMES D HARNETT

of Abbegfeqle (Contmued)

By SEAMUS O'CEALLAIGH [l {p

O\Tll\bII\G the. reminiscences gave an excellent of

, of. the ~great. Abbe}i‘eale themselves ©  in many : . county”
urtsmﬂn ana Gael, - the . late Matches as in North Kerry. There
meea D Harnett; we . find refer- were reliable combinations . who
L;cL to. some’ great matches of played a much more scientific-
game under reformeq rules iand

the excit-
Abbeyfeale
anit Templeglanhne, which were
such a teature -of early G.AA.

in’ the west.
life of the, G.AA. in
thiose far off

Yoo . connty matches. between Ab-
pevicaie and Templcglantine. Both
tvams presented a set of young
ph}blque
what any country might well feel

! the olden arena, notably

‘ The
Wwesh o uhuﬁl‘ipn

.iu.

p*wd of. Athletic, virile, fearless,
anid invariably almost 1mpoa;~,1b1e
to hurt in a match, there was

wldom any need for s;ubs ang it
very rarely happened that play
was suspended for the recovery of
a player. There- was something to
qu:f_ktn,thc'f spirits of a young
Guel then when Abbeyfeale and
J]egldntrne tearns met outside ”
tin® town at Mountmahon, =and
méz the: visitors in the pIace ol
ne¥our behind the band, all

jed to somg old favnur:te march
of Jack Scully’s through the main

w1reet (there weren’t too many
other streets then), and to Denny-
Dick's . Inch® behind the Court-
house —

Yere all arrangements
would be set for &'cnunty match
‘hetween those old rivals.
THE CO\TF‘:T WAS USUALLY
STRENUQUS. -
“The ‘cohtest was
strenuous one,
of accounts at the end of the
<cason seldomh showed any great

usually a

disparity i1 the scoring bétween
them. In -those days when the
venuse was either at Abbeyfeale or

Templeglantine
ficld was Kept well detfined
Father Casey's methods

under

side

cicar field. On the opposite
. usually.. the redpected pastor. of
Templeglantine; ‘the Rev. . Father .

Clitford—the same who brtd Kirk-
land, a Grand National winner,

"while afterwards® Parish " Priest of

Mcenagea—plied his riding crop to
good effect. {The Abbeyfeale Jads
it this permd lined out under
the “captaincy. of Conny Collins of
Kingsland.,

*““The bulk - of this* whip and
crop business. was malinly pretence
on- the part of the  respective
parish” priests, but some such de-
monstrations were necessary where
the Dpitches were unenclosed. Of
course, whenever the _'Glantine
supporters were carried over the
lHine by their enthusiasm,
event of a score, that side line
would then be raked rigorously by
This, of course,
meant  extra  work for Father
Clifiord, when appeals were lodged
aggrieved enthusiasts for re-

prisals., in the shape of a dose of

proceedings’ were  mostly
humoured, and Father Casey would

insist after a home venue on see-’

played .
. odtside the town by the band, so:{gale objected

ing that the visitors were

as to lead the team away from the

“temptations that might find them
playing the wnole game over again:
- in’ some .local var.

AN OLD PHOTOGRAFH

“Some time ago, I came across

10~

and the balancing .

one side of the_

for a

in the

+the game resulted

the same drug for'the Abbeyfeale Which

demonstrators, On the whole the
good

.~ “The second re-play took |
.at Ardagh on June '17th and re-
' sulted

&CCOUHt

who were found repeatedly 1n£ the
county finals."
mereials, under the captaincy
.Con Fitzgerald or Ailbie Quil nan.
invariably stood between them!anda.
2 county victory until 1914, when
Abbeyfecle beat the fanmuh Leity
club. by the ‘odg point in  three.
affer a grand final—a success: the
VWest boyvs repeated the, fnllj-.mn
SE3EON.

MET LO'\I'\IERCIALS I
FI\'AL
won

SENIOR COUNTY
“Limerick Cormunercials
their second All-Ireland ¢nwr
football crown on ¥ebruary | 6th,
1898, when theyy dafeateg Dublin
Young Irelands for the 1866 final.

-5 to 0O-T. Abbeyfeale met! the
Commercials in - the | Limg¢rick
County senior fuotball fina] at

Fathkeale on May 28th, 1899, and
o.!thc:ugh the famed {:ih combpina-
tion won, 4-3 to 0-5, it was a
closely contested match. most  of
the way with many exciting bouts
uf good quality football, The tbams

were . —

Commercials — D, Bwrane,LJim
Riordaen., E. Mullane, M. Culhane,
J. Buttimer, John Rmrdﬁn L..
Sheehan, Con Fitzgerald.] P.
FRoche, W. Murphy, P. Cénnell, M.
‘v{adrgan M. Ryan, Ailble Quilli-
nan, £, O Callaghan, John Mu]’rphy.
H. Cremin. |

Abbeyfeale M. Collins, M.
Meloney, T. Danaher, J, Harnett,
D. Mcﬁarthy, J. ‘McCarthy, J.
O'Dornell T. Browne, P. Hishon,
J. Calvell, P. Cahill, P. Lyons, W.
Flvnn, P. Maloney, W. 'Co'lli'ns, J.
Healy P. Buckley.

REVIVAL OF AN OLDE\
RIVALRY

“The olden rivalry
Abheyfeale and
was revived in the autumn . -of
1299, and evoked- all the neills
and throbs of the carly days. On
October 15th the Templeglantine
Owen Roes drew with the ' New:
castle West Wolfe Tones, 1- 5. each,
in the West Limerick senior foot-
hali championship. A fortnight
later, at Abbeyfeale, -the Té¢mple-
glantine leds won the replay, 2-7
to 0-3. Abbeyfeale beat. Ardagh in
the same competition, ~ 11 {: nil,

p—

betv. een

on October 22nd, to clear the road .

‘or the
age old

great tussle between the
rivals-——Abbeyfeale qualify-
ing for the Western fingl against
(Glin in rather lucky fashion and
by the narrowest of margins.

*The Limerick Com- :

Templeglantme |

“'li

-
P

“That tussle with Glin was the

talk of West Limerick for
2 day. The pair first met.

many
at

Athea on January 28th, 1900, when

1 in .a draw
1-0 each. P. J. Hayes, of Limerick,
fgrin officiated . at . the
took  place at-
=a§des on April 22nd. Nearing the
en
point each when Glin scored a
minor which their opponents dis-
puted and left the. ﬁeld Abbey
and - the County'
Board ordered another re-play.

.THF TEAMS IN THE SECOND

RE-PLAY

in a win for. Glin by the

of

re-play,
Newtown- :

the scores were: level at one !

|
i

|

.I
place

an old photograph of the bang and ro0dd points of five. The. teams in

football team, taken on the occa- Ethls exciting 59”95 Gf games are.
. sion’ of .gne 6f those famous L worth reca}hcé 2
--',."amas, and- the names,;, as written." Glin—P. - M ‘33’ (captain), M -L.
~on the back,  make interesting O'Shaughnessy, J. O'Shaughnessy,

reading now: Dan  McAuliffe, R. Fitzgerald, M. Flt.ggerald P.

:Paddy Flynna, J. Ip. Harpett, B.:;<oore, M. Fuery, E.© Dore,

| Dore, P. Lynch, M.\ O'Donnell, J.
Wrenn S. McGee, P McNamara, |
LB .‘:for:arty. J. Dore M. Lynch.

~Cotter, John: Tobin, Jack Enright
,%ank (.;‘ahﬁn JD;ck },Cotter, Billy |
~ Mic ather John  Moiongdy, Jim
Dick, C. C. O'Rourke, Mick Finn- -: Ahb?yfeﬂie — J. Cahlll (captain) 1.
.\Iick‘l’s{cEnery Willie Dan Batt iHﬁ'&‘Y P, L.VOHB - Brwne 3.

- Leury,  Peter Leary. Daniel Mee- McCarthy, P, McCart.h P. His-
gan, Hnro Fiynn, Mick Shan, T. D. 'ton, J. H.arnett JJ%FO onnell, P. ’
_O'Connell, . Thomas Keane, Jack ; Moloney T. Danaher!'W. Flynn.

“Scully,. Sean. Connor, Jimmie 'SEVEP&] Abbeny&ie lads Callght'
Rourke, James . Dennison, Jack ' the eye of the counte selectors.
- Foran, COI;DIE Da]v and Undey!&nd when - Limerick lined out
-_.p ;; . against . K‘,rr:,r in :.the. Munﬂter*
D ~later:: d.::,s another gf.nera-: (.hamplonhhi “the ~ team' -included|
'tmn of wplayers grew up’ ‘the 'six-lads “from" the" bankq of - “the:-j

Feale—M, Moloney‘ J. Mo!oney,.

" D. McCaxthy,, J. ‘\IcCarthy, W,
_Flynn and P. Lyons., -

rankKs. of Father Casey's club and

b 1 —

. W HEN THE K}IRRY_ BOYS
P LAUGHED!
! ”In 1905 when ‘Abbeyfeale chal-

‘1enged the: champions of Kerry —
IK’ilmoyley — " there.” was. great
. amusement in Kerry at the ron-
. sidered audacity bf the.Limerick-
rmen, ‘Luckily, Abbeyfeale won the
‘toss 'and pleyed’ mvith the wind,

scoring five: points, without reply,
in the first K period of play, Still
the Xerry : boys were laughing,
' but the wind went down and a
{ lovely calm was enjoyed during the
:la.st half, with the result that the
; champions of . the 'Klngdom

never made a score, = Two o0ld
1Kerry women in Listowel that
day, were heard to express . them-
“selves thus:—"Why should not the
Abbeyfeale lads win when | thelr
own Father Casey kicked the ball

intp the .fileld”' The other added—
‘Yes, and  got. the wind to stop’.
blowing t.hc last. half-time'. '
.-, The, . reminiscences. will cone”
clude next, ‘weel with some ptories
of} Father Casey, ‘and his great
wﬁrk for Gaeldom | |

4

(] i w




GRLA l I.IMLR[CI\-. bI’OR 1 bMLN

No.

200-JAMES D. HA

NETT
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| By|SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH |
Ie Lung:_imln ihe reminiscences jcaping.  the ph‘::lgu “and  the de-
. of the Jaje Jumes D, Haoarneltjlensive  argumentd . drifted ' to-
with a fine pey picture of the re-p WArds cotipromise, {Nn, e would
nowned Father Casey, wrilten aynot allow  them - tyvo dreinks nor
the time of his ui:m.n. in  decem- L even sane for the pinorrow, - he
bor, 1007 | b Pparty bad  heen - inghibing mulled
“The poople's friend,- thie brave, “’Hiul!t through e inwedium of  wn-
pure-souicd chumplon of In-iundn ol ten pov connandeered for
Hi.;’ht!i, {heo voenlous llriEHt th{, bi]‘, Lite oGt g, and {os @ _]ﬂi‘it- re-
Fhearted ddol of  ne  poor, thepsurl one ol Weny,  peolnting to-
“patriot pastor or Abbévieale, hasg ) wurds the  appargnsy  harmloess
left us for ever. Stung wilh grh.-l’.i“!*i_ DOL nenr the jdre, asked pne
hig patrishjoncrs mourn as for a jditferently,  *would] you. et us
loving father departed, one wholdrink  what's  in khe  teapoy  it-
fentered dinto their every joy andseH? " O rephedl his reverence,
sorrow, whose interests were hisimisinking its contdntd, *you may
own, without class or distinction,’ drink «it you like but of the tea-
who claimed no greater rl;:ht tao | pol,” nnd  adter tHe pledpe  they
mtand between  the people and poid und  were - fohind two days
thelr troubles; the nation and ta, tnter hy  hiv o rovelence  enreylng
cniemies, thun the promptings of ajout  the Ictter af the plodye
preat penerous, broad-hearted. dis-] 1.hrmu..h the teapoty His reverence
position, allied with. & high toned, beeunme  suspicion: of ‘teapot’
el nntire, which always - pledges after that
chafed with  subdued dndignation  Thwving . run down o pledge
at Irelands Bopelessnexs o the breaker  at another Litne, the
hatds of her enhenieos Intter  ntonisiiedd ']'ﬂlhwr Craey
A MANIFOLD CIHAHACTER, By sk 'vt-t-' U evaer drunk
“Fiis  owans oo mmaniiold c.huruu-.;l-uuur“ v, ahLilm;\l;,r_ replied
ter, notl always thoroughly under-ihis cenptor, " why jdo you sk
hlmul in detail by some who luilmilln-umm" he contibued, '] Knew
fo trace uccnsinnnlly his  nctions ! you weren't, tor il] you ever lived
to the simple formulas of his,until the nm.t IOrnigg,  you'd
life, which Jed his strength to the'never think it necdssary to preach
widde  of weakness, and  with e anolhier sermon ;,;? the  curse of
opproessed, But it s oan i prtriol, 'i'mi"
px o the  combtatant  of  Irelands PATRIOTINM AVI} CHARITY,
vrongs, and: the fearlias delen- NG nore  prpminent leader
der of boer bherties that his re- vedoed Yhe feolingd of s Joerigfar
putatiog lies o heyond s the il patlonsd fonvedtions wunl few
humble  parish  of  hes mpustey, andt with o wurnfer reception  at
in  the remotest State  of  the i the  great provingial  demonstra-
prent  Waentern Republic or thee hians he atiends|s, seoing the
Ppindnn of e Southern Cronn, ned G hwemestende of toennfe of Liln b
Lwhorever an Jrishioan how tound Lioners burviped 1o the ground, 1l
n honie in his noble work  snd (ade ham Yo ;-,L-“.Hh.ﬂ_-,-,‘,,mm,{,_.m
snevhileen  in the ranks  of  the | thenee forwnrd of tyrannie lagd-
natiounl « movenient are tenderly | bordism, ot twently years lader he
treadtired by the exiles  who toeic D sow their olodms | vindleated  and
hiy kindly swords ol courape and  hatp their erciginall rents nccepnted,
auvige to runie thein when aas ex- - “Ag gy Pronarient  Nationalist
hortation:s . fuiled o keep lhnm;;.;“h S IT telvloct o uf Lhis
wlie e m; hmnr! wotthil have thém poeople’s ragsht the gencral pabile
sty L Il{nm." ahd  apprecpated s work®
l}l:l{lN{; .I,l[l' LV E R i’l.(\tl'ﬂ'l' |I'I|Il. Lhe ;’.l"ll]!-'l“.“i' H'I]‘qlp”}ri“g Ny~
OF IRTH, Vi Iy which hd performed  his
" Father: Casey cnme 1o i\h“".’f'*immﬂinnmy fabong's wun  lknowt
feade in 1871 During the Lerribic on)v g 0as Davine) Muster, his par-
fever plapguc w_hu*!'a ravaged the Ishioners, and “1 we immediantely
district in 1883, in his devolion | gusoeidted  with t“' inv. minister
to the stricken poor he displayed | inn (o the spiritdal needs of iy
nn o utter  disregard  of  persenal Dyger o vie never }mnntlud 0 pub-
rink I i L:ri'ut: desire 1o lnlltI;lu- oblipiadion, and thpy were ninny
one ol the 'hvl:uu: aoblipgntions ol gl prressingn. to delract him fram
hig  sacved cmdling. At thes thae i siered Aifien, | Bver ready I}rr
there  were  Hikty prtients in the soncrine, e did Glod's work as he
fever  hospital at Newaoenste rom Dweoiid have his devoled people 1o
the distrigt. Qu one  eeension g,y t‘hlrllllllll!cll.'lh,"“'l'.'ll, anil
Fauther Cascy in [our :uijmmm:!]-m. thee  rest J:"' philunthropy
houses  anmnted  onineteen pers g aos e provierbial, It ™
: H{..]'II:'; Illl[l UII ht‘ﬂlllul.‘ H.. "»’H.:llll'i {l“i'ﬁL]‘””lhh' L “ 11]'“1-]" It‘ ik 'L l] [ I
s himself  Ad . the {li.‘iﬂﬂ.:ﬂ_‘, ] Sasey’s  patriotisng excecded  his
i That cxamet year Father COnasey  cppgete S noth havee become  insep-
was appointed  Pavish o Priests At fgeaniy conmnected bvith his nohue,
this tinwe the great [.quui l.r..*n;:,!lmj b, GAVIES AL 1115 1AL,
moveimenl: was  swelhing (o 3 00 e be Twaod bs tete band  did
height, atid  there corlalnly  were .00 kpow  what his  right hand
lew o districts e dreland mhore e eeonfeered, buat thip was only for a
need o soie cagoarian retorini- short finve, beenufe has generosity
tive menanres thabh Abbeyleale Leenne o kind o] public institu:
then wad, O ore thao one oc- fuan, weyp then with B caneend
casbon Puther Cusey told oie thnt juenn beentne paplonsbibe, Pl pave
ninny “I' I'Ii.'.'i ]Hlll"iil_“““ ool thas it v l““l‘ I IE JLIVAY il'\\'ll}'ﬁ ITAATY
period  were an e sl state of everywhere ancohventionally: © he
privation. many  of  themt merely Lstencd (o those whio blnoed b
subsisting in ther extreme cofforts  for CHUOV CILEINE VIR TINey  and
to mweet -4 rent which was subse- ivapabondisim, butf sike  the  Great
tquently  proved to he an lmpos- PATaster he senl ] noneg away: he
side one, and it was undoubledly frather somchow fett disappointed
altributable o his  personal  ex- 45 o poor vagraats hung apout the
perience ~of  sonte enses of  SingU-iPresbytory wnen e gay's labours
tar bardshap e s aspoect that swere done, Phe Fhl's | strays
‘his warm nature espouseid 8o ar- cwere over God's Freatures -to han,
dently the cnuse ol e tenant- "he dresw no  line| distinetions’ he-
farmers of his parish and fought!fween the hobo, jthe pacgar, the
the tong, “dlleant, bat victorions saacmployed angg the destitate. The
batlte agninat  Inndlordisem which “pevre ang the pleasant were the
vtided  nocits complete evoarthrow - s fto bl oax 1he mieh and the
in the district; the vindwer tion of pooy, As anhe \Ilm ey ather
his  demand that  tenants should Casey intimately) remacked, - Curs
be at least more than rent slaves qinal Moanningg's | detinitden of o
and which made them feeo-simples pertect  priest was never nuor
independent holders ul heir aplly appheabie g 1o i, ‘the
fnrnis by of whose hall door was worn
HIN WORK FaoRl LAND by the feet ol thaf poor.
CPURCHASNL, LT 0 BURBGEET FNAMPLLE
s zeal for the emansipation AL last the, biow  has  fallen..
of  tenants simdlarly oreinmnstan - thie- Jdarkening tflmul has  setiied
cedd found  m o nctively enpaged doswn o bgleonnyy Muddow  o'er lhlt*
to the end in an effort to, con- landd, 1“; AbLevienle  its stur s
cittde  terms  of  purchase  for sel the  patris pastor, thy only
tennnts, not only in different amd Father Casey s pedple Rhew,
many  parts of  Limerick  County, The stadw ot brenstwork nngd
it OVl 11 ]{l”-r}-. (,.‘”I“I{, nivil [l Tl an JopELl1er, -I.” NNy nn
visewheres in polibies he way al- bnsh honie whaose rooftren he up-
Wavs  as consistent  advoeate Cof held the silent tpar will fall, and
Mmujority srivie and lor maay years the dervent prayer aseend for the
cthjovieg] 0 tiie Friendsheg (] the  nobde henrt whig drove  the 1'[—‘”‘
lenders of pubhie oplnden in ll‘r' pthaed, bke the pwolf,  to lowlier,
nmd, Alwiys anxious for peide lands, who truly [ted the poor and
his st - ciTorts woere ]II'I.}_[[:*[} ~olucaod  thone nd pavinn, who {]_Hl'l,‘i‘.i
exercised. inoan attempt Lo close -the prren dor das people’s righis
Lhe un ranxs 1 the political van- nmi_l-,-it s oty ‘ln_.-lt.trr than
L:”H['[]_ lq'ﬂ.'r Inmany Years h 'l:ll'“H iH‘I' Fiatenael 3%, Hle fdud hiis hl:.‘it. nlict
the dite and seul of the pationalivft for other fBands  and better
Immovement 11 Limcorick County, trimges | ll'l*l}:]ll. 11*.\(11:1_111!1} and li.i
i}ﬂi”j.‘: '[.:llﬂi{‘n]ﬂn af the {;itv al-;d'_I'lUHri‘r way o win his Cfnjli‘[r}"zﬁ
County Fxectitives of the  United . liherty ol 1o 1{1-’-1.*-' i“'f‘_ WO S,
Ivish League and President of the FHl £ATE JAMEN D,
Waest  Lanwerich  Executive, befory “-‘““t‘l'-“- , _
cach  of * which bodies he  kept 11 coacludoygs (hiese memaries ol
constiuitly . moving  the | clhimms ol oliden  duys by ithe  KFeale, it s
the . evicted tenants. only  tight that | we pay a  well
“As Chairman of the Jamerick dvserved tribute fto the man who
(.»U'Unti,' Technieal Commpyitloe 'j.“‘ letl Mis stuch & bhe record of Lt,'lll.‘.’
entered  fally  Inta every  scheme peried the latet James 1D, Hare
promupnted lor the improverent, et noGael oo dine culture nnd
of  theé general  comutnity, . Lul anbhdndellipencea  who o plisyed s
tHirrowgh ndl hiz secular associntions : Proounent part pin the nalional
with ‘County affuirs, in. which no janid secivl hite of the country.
one wWas more interestigy or o self intenscely I’&““J‘UL he I’lﬁ}’(_‘d
sacrificing, hix ardent patriotic Ay coavtive and ilmhulﬂah hart in
copvictions woere alwavy apparent, the  drish o Ireland . and - GLAAL
h"[ never l‘.“ﬁlilﬁit'“l“\'- il LISy THHON e LS, \\‘l‘lllt‘ 111 Lhe li}'l}'b:i Ol
towards those of different politicnl the dand  war pnd  struggle  fow
lennines, L. b '”Itil‘IH‘Jlli*lHTU he way )
11N l!lu.r\lil WAS WITHE T, tower ol =trenpth  in turthering
- G AISE NS . the ciwnise ol fHe tenant . farmers,
“or scveral yvears he alsooopre- and that of severing the connec-)
Lided amongst the Guadls of the hon with i-:n;;:l].-uul. Lrering the
county, nand it anae ber trely oreo o baod Lengag ctraggle e enime
~marked that, thouih bis N, v inlo o contact  with the feadin,
ver Inhouring for tha spiritual, figuares o thatyl time, and b
tnndorinl _'lllh‘l S (‘H'UHHHH ol ;-HI,:IH_"-.' eserbinge AT ([u”gurﬂ“y;
the peaple as o whaole, hin howet,  experiener:s during e coerclon
next 4o the ntlhful TulRbbent  of 7 vepanee, s vtepented  in nler | yonr.
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