. years of the.-founding of the. Gaelic
- Athletic Association.
s .amongst this galaxy 0"' c].ugg

o durmg ‘the best years of its exist-

-~ position. of being one of the best in

- of course,

-' 3"r1c1{ senior football crown. In their |

- green, and thev theh faced another
~great Bast Limerick combmatlon of

“Uovertome after a tremendous tussle -

GAMES OF THE GAEL

ThO ‘ aS

(BY

I—IORTLY after the foundatlon of

the G.A.A. Doon answered the,
call of Gaelic games and formed &a "‘I
football team in the parish, whichy
figured in many famous contests.
They played crrea,t combinations
from Limerick and Tipperary and
- always 1

‘denied the laurels! of vietory on a
- few occasions, when their prowess
,deserved such reward,

Their greatest achievement was:
‘the holding of the renowned Ldime-:
rick Commercials to a draw in the]|
County Senior Football Champion- [
ship just three weeks before that!
‘great combination won for Limerick

;

‘title in the annals of the G.ALA.

| The Doon uprise was part of a
. .general. upsurge towards- Gaelic
games which gripped every - parish

- in East Limerick within- a few-,
|

Pre- eminent
3 Were
the - Doon -footballers, who-had an !

ing the score and a half. Vears thev
“held swa,v in their area: - |

A BIG FIGURE
One of the big fizures in. the for—--
‘mation of ‘the Club, ahd captain

Thomas - Hayob . wuo
captam s, part
Club to- ‘the proud

- ence . was
] plajred a- real
“bringing - the

5 CAMAN ”)

‘more,
"1ith, 1888, Commercials beat Tem-

an them tight, but were'on a re-play,
!dlsputed and

. the first All-Ireland senior football iz

' . enviable record 'of.successes dur- re-play,

Oon

» tf’"x R

cach but in the re- play a,t Bangha,
Commercmls were comifortabie W1n-
ners

in the semi- ﬂnal played at Boherm
near Tlpperary on March

plemore {Tlppmarv) by 1-8 to 0-4
the first game being
crderéd to be refixed.
MAGRIFICENT GAME,

Just four weeks later . Doon trav-
elled to Limerick City to meet the
Ssﬁli‘ same Commercials team, flushed
withh wvictories' over the cream of.
Irish football coun'tles, and prepar-
ing for their part in the first All-
Iraland Football Final,  which ‘was
ed for April 29th, 1888 -
The game betweeh Doon and the
Commercials''wag a magnificent one,
fought with speed and determina-
tion. The-w teams were neck and
neck =al] the time and a draw was
hailed on  all sides a,s a Vel‘y fair
result,.

bommercmls had won the All-
Ireland crown by the date of the
for the beat Dundaik
Young Irelands o;t Liouth, 1-4 to 0-3,
at Clcmaskea,gh Dublin, on Agrﬂ
29th. .

The second meetmg of- Doon and
Commercialg. took place at Lough-
gur, where the Doon lads @were
beaten by what was then known

n ag a forfeit point, but which would

under - present rules be onlv a

“fifty.” -
This decmmn Was hothf dlsputed

the County, and that despite many
ohstacles, not the least being the
fact that the parish was a"border
- one with Tipperary ¢c1a1mmg some
~ prominent players who, in - other
Ceircumstances, -might have thrown
m thelr lot’ Wlth the Club. |
This ‘nearness to Tlpperarv had‘
L ity advantages too, and
“there' is some 'suggestion. that in
the early days they actually com-,
_-peted in the champlonsths of both
'countles——under different . titles of
- course:’ Players were not as* well
. known then as in later years and
~_there was no penalty for “crossing
the: border” durmg that memorable:-
" and - carefres. pemod When the
'GAA was-young, -
BORDERED ON GREATNESS
FOR MANY . SEASONS.

The victories of. the Doon lads
| over the leading teams of both
- Limerick . and Tlpperarv _entitie
thenr to rankmg with the mightiest
teams of the time They bordeled
‘on.greatness for many seasons and
. were- feared .and respected Where-
- ever ‘they went.

° .Their most" memomble campmgn
"-j':was that for the 1888 County Lime-

i

i

r—

~opening tie they beat their neigh-
bours and very keen rivals, Pallas-

- the time—Newtown, whom they
~also " overcame  but only after a
- right tough ' encounter. ..
S To the city they had to.journey
for their next engagement which
“was against 'St. Patrick’s, then one'!
of the leading football combmatlons
to be -foung anywhere. It. was a
~ sterling struggle between two very
determined sides, Which Dobn won |
with a pair of pomts to spare at
- the end-of ‘a hectic hour,
. A# MORE DIFFICULT HURDLIL

) That hurdle ‘crossed, Doon found
_--_even a . more dlfﬁcult one facing
~them. 8§t Michael's had ‘crested a
'sensation’ by defeating the famous
Commeérecials in the 1887 final, only
to lose the verdiet in the Council
chamber because of the presence of
' a few" rugbv players in’ their line
outs The “had tojre-play the match
. with an: all Gaelic team-and - it was
‘_from these that Commercials gained
. "ith_e ‘win whlch put themon the road
-to ' Al’l—-Ireland renowni
 When Doon were- drawn agfamst
a3t M1chael’s ‘combination which
_"-"-'made no secret of ‘their determina-
- tionw of again: quahfymg to -face.
Comme‘rclah“' the prospeots ‘Tooked
“‘none: foo.  bright. "“Doon. “however,
: -responded tc:;’.:;-he challenge in“-gter-
~ling fashion’ ang ‘St. Michael's were:

|

“to- greate .one. of the, blg surpmses
) of the period. |
- CTHR FABI.US COBMEBG?IALS

Nex{: on- the' list were the famous
_"Commerma]s—-——one of the most
feared  teams in the land, and for
" good reason . They had won the
Limerick tiﬂe for 1887, and with
their own twentv-one Dlavers ex-
: cluswely ‘had tackled the pride of
- Ireland -in the first great race for
--national honours,
~ Their first AH-Ireland matoh Wa s
~against. Dowdstown (Meath) in
Lord De. French’s Park. whera Com-
‘mercials won 3-2 to 0-2. On this oc-
'(*&SIon Malachi O’Brien, one. of the
‘best foothall mldﬁelders of all time,
kicked 2 goal from centre-field. a'nd
wag invited to" Iunch Wlth Lord ds
French.

In the. second round ‘at Clonturk

Park ‘Dubilin, Commet‘mals and Kil- |

‘macow  (Kilkenny) - drew ' at 1_10

P

R

the mccm@d with ‘interest:

i{tories over leading :

by the Doon team, who claimed the

match and. the champ10nsh1p, too,
ag some of the:tr scores Were dis-
allowed _ : -

""‘HE TEAMS

The teams on that occasmn will
Poon: Thomas Hayes, ‘captain;
. Hog%n P. Ryan, ‘J.. Oarey, W.
Kcnnﬂdy J. I&ennedv, M. Mabher,
J. Sweenev. M. Hayes, B. Hayes, D.
Connors, P. Martm C Hayes, K.
Russell, T. F1tzgerald M. Darcy, P.
Bourke, T, Collins, M. Kennedy,
Jeremiah Haye% . Lonergan, P.
Coffey,. P. Lande, J, O’Dea, M.
hvan |

*& {_.;mmemm Gu1, Corbett T. Fitz-
gibbon, W. Gunning, R. Breen, J.
Hyland, T. McNamara, W. J Spain,
P. J. Cerbett, M. Sla,tcelv J. R.
Kennedy, M. Casey, J. Mulqueen,
Malachi O'Brien, P. Kelly, T. Ken-
nedy, P, L{eatmg, W. Cleary, R.
Normoyle, P. Reeves, T. Keating,
T. McMahon. This was the same
team 2as won ‘the All-Ireland. -’
~ Another memorable encounter in
which Doon figured was with Ab--
beyfeale, at Croom,.in the late sum-
mer,of- 1891,. a, P’ress report of the
period described the Doon lads as |
“a fine 'set of strong-limbed, hard-
faced, fearless looking men, who
seemed- as if they might have "found
it hard to return to a place so near
Tipperary, if they failed to snatch
victory from the men - from the

mountains.” .|
MZMFN“&E 'G'ROWD

Therﬂ- was an _l.mmense_ crowd:
present when the Abbeyfeale Brass
Band led- the teams around the
pitch - to the air of Brian DBoru's
march. The game, however, was
jittle over a ‘quarter hour in pro-
|gress when trouble developed and
the game had to be abandoned fol-
lowing a scene which old tlmers say
they never saw repeated on a foot-
ball = field :since, Pandemonium
reigned that .evening and ruined
what gave promise - of g - thriil-
ihronged football game between the
extremes of Limerick — the men
from the Kerry border and the lads
from the  Tipperary boundary.

Doon made - their mark on Tip-
perapry football:fields also, and with |
pride the old timers speak of wvic¢-
Premier County
teams, notably Annacarty Knocka-
villa, Golden Kllfeacle, and ‘the
famed “Rosannas »o

Durmg the :five years m Wl’ilch -
Doon ‘were . at the ‘zenith ‘of -their
football - ‘power.’ they. plaved one |
hundred and six matches altogether
and--were only. begten On:. one.occa~ |
sion—in the dlsputed game. Wlth
the C&mmewlals at Loun*hgur Y
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