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_ and blames the fact that ha was the
and tra,ck athletlcs and for so- meeting in each of -these annually, only Irish competitor againsg half a

OR Ireland the pmneer of field

iong "~ the - ‘home™ ‘of unsurp_@.s,sab1e
athietes, it is a. sad reflection that
- we have not now a man capable of
commanding world notice. °
 For iyears I have stuched the:
d(}mgg sy

claim to be fairly faxmhar with tne

deeds of xost or the best .men that Jumping and confine the  competi- with any ' of

to orgamse at least one sports
If we nave again the parisSh sporis
as of old and if all our G.A.A, clubg
organised a meetmg ~in  their
irespective

step forward "it would be. ‘Then,'

our d,thletes and can they shouid: mcorporate all the old cerned ' with

Irish events in weight tnrowing and

districts whnat a great:

— e b

dozen Enghsh lads, for he Lertmmy
ran an honest race and won 011;
merlt &Ione o L
Jlmmle s
on the

memorieg of hlS years
track are more - ¢con-:
the men he saw
competing in his active days than
‘his® own - perfor-

Ireland pruauc:ed—the Davins, the. LOIS 10 a ' radius of say five ‘to ten mances, He has happy recollectiong:

Kielys, tne' ‘Leanys, Denig’ Horgan,
Farun 3peridan, Matt
John x laragan,: Wllne Reat, Paddy
Ryan, Jim ¥ahey, Jack O’Graﬂy
and many others who have left in-.

effacabie lmprmts on the’ course ‘of-

ireland’s and the Worlds athletlc{

| 1’1131‘.(}1.‘?. |

"L'tary, we are not What we were
Cin. acbletics, and despite strenuous
'eﬁoxts to revive the’ interest and
spirit of” tne past we must admit.
“thate it ' is  Qifficuit to clalm any
satmfactorv resuit& or  evern mucn
matemai above mediocre ciass

1118 _Loﬂna.{,ioh of tne IN.A_
C.A. some thircy years 'ago
mised gre;_u,t thmgs and ’the a,thle

d
pro
ic
ce
) S, cale e
:rewved Taﬂtt:,ann Games

VALUE OF PARISH RIVALRY.
" We ™ sought and secured intei-
natlonai recogmtmn,”’ and lost i
again, and by now should have
: learned that there is only onhe reai
way 1o get back on the world ath-
letic map. It is the way the G.AA.
brought Irlsn athletms to ‘tne fore-
front” by encouraging “the “parish
rlvalry There were not any visits
by foreign athletes sixty or seventy
yearsg. ago. - Athletic meetings were
usuaily conﬁned to those that could

reach ‘the 'venue by the fthen" s;mple,] T
And
great - gathermga they were!

modes of transport in” vogue,
what

‘many occagions world’s records
went by the board, and the athletés
that broke them were barn “and
reared in Limerjck” ‘County. ~ Simii-
larly, at othejd venues, the Leanys,
Real, the Ryans, Daly, ‘Flanagan,
fO’Grady Aherne, Shanaban, Fahey
and many oth.er L1mer1ck mers
crashed their way to  international
recoghition” by sheer athletic merit
and gained a niche that the most
powerful ‘organisation 'in the _world
cannot now deprive thém of.
I nave heard it said that t&;le X -
precedented em,lgr&tlon wasg - telling
heavily ggainst “the - physigue and
muscular stamma of the old" coun~
try ‘and was’ very unpleasarntly
-. Teﬂectmg itself in ‘the undeniable
decline of ‘the very distinetive “ath-
letie POWELS 80 long a herltage of

the race :
- But whelgn. We lost 011]:' be,st blood
in the past they rose up in other
lands a credit to the- Gaeli¢ Way of
life and a4 ‘model to the’ wm:'ld “Onl;
recenﬂy, ariongst sbme cuttmgs
received from- my dear friend, "Jim

Fahey "of Galbally, long years in’ |

Chicagp, wag a descmptmn of &
~ gala ‘athletic. day in. {hicago " on
- Independence Day, July
In" "the ¢olirge of thﬁ report We
read? “At fhe - jumping “feature

champion ‘Dan Aherhe;, P. J. Leahy,
James Fahey and Patrlck Berming-'
ham xvere the stars. James Fahéy,_
world’s cha,mplon in “the  three.
standing jumps, ‘and Who hold the |
wotld’s "'record a’c 3Rt ‘1lins.; wen;t
the “remarkable dlst_ance ef 374t
5ins. last Sunday This is a very,
fing" jump, in view .of the fact that '
_ the bést expected at the Lake Front
meet is about '35 feet. "Jim Fahey

is the most modeS+ of - athletes and
his many friends and: admirers .
- Were. dellghted to see him -do  §0

~well, . He. ds.cstill.the héisit m the
| _werld in thls event. i o
. Remark' ible thing.: aheut the
above is the fact that:# three of the

quartette mentioned " were Limerick
men, and the fourth, Bermmgham
ha.;led fromi ‘thé ‘Banner County. h
"WHEN" GREAT AT;__,_{.__:F..,' ETES .
- 'WERE PLENTIE L., -
- In the early. G+AA years, Wh1ch
were surely. the halcyon days of i
Irish athletm&, one
proving¢e “of Munster* made “nnfor-
gettable athletic history and was
the envy of the world.  From the:
- Devil’s Bit near emplemore Lo
Sally Island- below Carrick-on-Suir-
- and over dcross to County Limerick
—the Golden 'Va,le——wga.thlet;c talent

was, to useé a local phrase, ' “as thlck | the

|

as the rich grass.”’

Great hurlers and ;Eoo’fball player:s
could be got in every parish-in this"
'stretch of terntory, and athletas of .
world ~ famé ‘were plentiful.
Other counties like. Cork, Kerry
and ‘Wateérford: were also prghﬁc of
much first-rate ma,tenal but alas—

where are they now? We have fal-{
Buiithe occasion he competed outside

- leri  off sadly and’ decmwely
GhA. A clubg- ‘could do muchf-to -Te-
vive the old ‘spirit. Many areas
have thelr' own ‘parish fieldg” now

1 athletie”

In the leer:tck Markets Field on n Ys

;all’ tha

4th;, "1920.]
9 :Wee;l{_James I—Ieffernan who I;tow

mnes By leaving the competition
mg pa,rlshes it-wiil -‘help in reviving-
mucn  of the old spirig ‘that is so
badiy needed in rural Ireland to-

day |

A PRO’UD B.EUORD

Ireland has & proud record in the
world, altnough in con~
sidering it one must remember that
ror long yéars Irisn athletics were
allowed to acmeve, unseen by. the
cuter . world, ‘triumphg  which in
ma,ny cases Would make the rewrds
of to-day seem very tame, indeed.’
1 In the days before the organisa-
tlon of worid ch&mplenshlps almost
every Irish townland " had’ its
champmn who upon many a well-
fought ﬁeld bravely upheld the
local pride in his achievements in
jumpting” running, welght-throwmg,
[wresthng and even boxing, To thig
day memories’ linger in little wvil-
Iages ang” n remote nooks “behind
the 'folds ‘of many fields of men
whose athletic prowesg survived as

a proud tradition. In no other form.

of aehlevement is- a more direct
‘honour " upon- manhood canferred
ahd so old” men's ‘memories ‘are
longest when they .dwell upon these
things—the great achievements of
the past & “the side of ‘the small
performances_ of to-day ) -

e

TH'E FAMOUS DAVIN
. JTHERS. |
“woen sternar pre—-
occupa,twns and the Tforgetfulness
which had fallen upon the Gaglic
past “made almost unthinkable any
hope of a revwal of the Tallteann
(ames and a dwect hnkmg up of
undeveloped athletic possibilities
with the glorles of the "past, "an
enfhusiasm for" sports survived.
Three or four great athletes Who
'_appear to have been  directly
‘the" of  the aoughty_
'champlons pf the Irisn countryside
were the famous brothers Dawvin ..
. from Carmck on-Sulr who cﬁvereﬂ
themselves in’ ‘their dav wita
world honours, They 'were . not
only ‘great in their time of active
participation, ‘hut by virtue of
their splendld achzevements
stili & source af inspiration. Whaen
‘one c::mmder the | metheds of

their dagrs w1th “Our upr—to»—date.
“ iwdys an

S -:;_of ‘athletes, and that the old time
 records were made by

means for the training

sheer mus-
cular gbility that knew nothing of
the facilities under whica modern
performances are achieved, one's
admiration “for the old timﬁrs xs
grea.ter 7
 SSTIMMY THE RUNNER ¥

Born at’ Gappamare in 1884 the'.
year .in which the Gaelic Athletlc
Association wag founded, wag “the -
subject "of our little" Sket(}lh thls

: re,s1d&s at” Bromkeen and who "is
'this Heyday

gamed slich ‘TEeNnoOwit |
at the loca.l mgetings that he was

patch of the |

themn. |

lcrossing amnother competitor.
and it should be 8 point of ho:t;mur still feels he got a raw dea,l thele Ratnkeale

u,mversallv known as e J;tmmv the
‘Runner.” =
From a very early age. J;mele Was |
‘intére
,_opporf nity ‘he got he ccampeted in |
boys. events' at the many meemngs
then a regular feature “of the Co.
Limerick countrylde In the major.
ity of cases ‘he won,. ga,t‘,hemng the
laurels fromi shf:}rtl:y ‘after™ hig’
tenth blrthday w1th the shdr’t
] sprmts ‘his favoumte S
.remarkable f@@tum -ah0l ;L his!
c&reer . was -fthat |
rzzes a,t both short: and long -aig-
afice eVents’ the same’ day: and 1
ev&n before his- schoo}days ended

‘we find "him successtul in the 220
-*vards and the' mlle at - a Spﬁrts

in’ Lappamor..
Hig first long dlstance 'wm in
adult company

from Cappamou:-e 1o’ Doon, Wh]:ls:ta-

‘short “timk aﬁterwardﬂ he took
second place

}Elton sports, besideg winning the
amlle from a field of thlrteen, get-=-
tmg" the wverd¢t in an exciting

finish by two yards For the latter.

guccezs . he got -a set of’ carving
Knives, wh,.;l,e the runper-up prizein
“2200" was a shaving set,
WON MANY TROPHIES..
They were h1s ﬁr,st
J:rophles, but in' the course of his
athletic career he was to win man
more. mcludmg no legs than fifteen
clocks, ) sﬂvcz: wvaten, four suits of
ClOthﬁb two Trish- tweed overcoats
ﬁmd smaller prizes in wide variety.
Hls 05t dlsappomtmg., day ‘was

but
for

Lhondpn and won a silver cup
was  afters wards dlsquﬁhﬁed

thost of others.

i

secured at places

'walked the rest. -
] When at . school he did a share
' of hurlmg and ‘was fairly good at

. For ‘training he ra,rely negleeted

- a number of comrades’ at practice.}

are
“meetings, and" he confesses that |

“side shows that were 80 otten
associated with .a S-pOl ts”

| I"&CHGS Were OVE’,'I'

ted 'in athletics “and " every

he  could wmi to”

gould rear.
—youtn laid dowh: their wind -to

'wag ‘a ‘Toad ' race 19 smokmg,

in the 220 yards at’
limbs in a8 sound body.

Cace or even'ten years vounger over

{ side "bet. T-Ie ig
1mp0;rtant
ig doing so well at tae Curragh in
¥ :hurling and athletics, a,nd is- cop-
fident “that men like
of Ce-ppamore and T Walsh of .

an atnletic revival that ig so |
erly awaited by thée Shajinon dnd

Hez

of such ﬁgures as ‘James Keayg of

‘McGrath, amongst heir own and neighbour- Bpttas J.'J. Ryan, D. T. Power,

the Leahys and Paddy Ryan, the
champion weight thrower, now a
near neighbour: P, I‘ogarty and a

"He competed at neasrly ~za-w=>r:<,rj
meeting within measurable distence
for seven years, made two appear-
anceg at: Newbrldge sports whilst
working in the wvicinity, and also
made the Hnglish effort fa,lreadv.

‘mentioned during a spell when he

wag employed in that country.

HIS H{}M S“UC‘GEE{SE |
Most eof his ‘home’ successes were
like Cahercon-
ligh, C‘appamare Elton., Kilmallock,
-HO*SI)I’t&l Doon, RBruff Kilfinane
and Pallas. Asked how he got there
he "explained ‘that for the really
long distances the usual procedure
was to hire a jarvey car and leave:
the day before, Anythmg‘ within a:
radius of five -or 'so miles, how-!
ever, was covered by “shank S,
are,” whllst longer runs meants
an' early ™ mormng start ‘on hls,
faithful jennet. Jlmmy explamed
that ‘he had one of the wvery early
-_type of bvmycle but it was newver
very rehable and & trip on it gen-
erally mgsa,nt that ‘he rode a ~ bit,
then had’ a breakdown and he

" Liater he figured suc-
fsﬁ;ﬂlv in same Toegl matches*’
athletics soon clalmed an’ in-
oreasmg‘ share of hig time’ W1th the
result that . the ‘caman. was laid.
aside. Also a keen handballer he
pla.ved deveral worth while rubber;:;
in this code bhesideg ﬁgumng suc-

ceggﬁfu;iﬂv gsk;tt;tﬂea on g numberl
of occasions.

the game

some suitable early’ morning exer-
cises and wusually was to' be found]
in" the fields at evening. time with

For the rest he wr.)rked hard .all
day tending and mllklng an aver-
~age of twenty-four cows. ' |

“Ji Immy got plenty of pleasu*re_
out of nis Visits to .the various'

he thoroughly enjoyeci tae many |

in the;
good old’ days ‘He" Says taa-,t he |
often took a shot 'at. the man in
the = barrell, and the . Duckmg
Hole also 'gave, him; an amount' of
good, honest a,musement of an:
- evening - when tae 1mpertant-f’:

HERO OF PLUCKY RESCUE.

He was the heroc of a plucky
rescue at one such ga,thermg A
numbper of ladg were firing ‘at the.
[bulls eye " when a norse took fmght
‘and ca.reered madly tow:ard
crowd in another"portwn of the
field. Jimmy short-cutted him and -
brought the animal to & st&ndsta;ll ..;
| before ne did any damage, ?

‘He' still regardg hig three miles
rud from Cappamore to’ loon as
the bést 'of his career. ‘Eight pate:
ticipated .and he leff them all we;ll;‘- |
benind, beating bis nearest’ {:},pp;ﬁ)n-
‘en by almost a quarter mile, -

His most exciting finish, 'was at .
Newbmdg‘e 1ICo. Klldg,re ‘Six “com- !
{péted “in - the ‘220 “and J;lrmme.':_
| kept behind for fhree—quarters of
the journey. Wath about fifty yards |
Lo Hemadg als ”hu*rs’u ‘but WaAS
,stron gly chnallenged Ju&t manag-

to breast - ‘the tape maches in-
_front of a ga.llant opponent |

‘He gstill - feelg - that’ leermk,_
‘good’ athietes if" ‘the

e

propey Drep&ra,tlon Hig advice ‘is-

el dmnkmg, or at .
‘most an occasional botlle: of stmut -.
early morning exercises; Tight” :‘I‘:ood |
when - competmg in 2 race; TAW |
eggs and milk to - bulld sturdy :

That Jimmie Heffernan is: still ;
hale and hearty can be judged
from the fact that ne has offered
to chalienge anyone of “his® own '

*he mile distance for a ‘substantial|
‘proud of ‘the fact
that "Willie' }Ianley of Cappam@ e,

Garmgiy, --

Caherjine, have it in them"to lead
eag-

in all the other cld cenfres where
Irishmen gained World ‘renown in |
 days of undying fame, -
“No., 81 — Paddv Flatherty, ”I
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