_ .;f'-w_w_RA’ITIQN he.s a etreng, hold

on. ~our Irish pee le, and wej

ing us with the knowlédge that the
game called “Hurling Home” was
carried on
more than a hundreéd years ago.
~ The chief centre for thig
was
-=just  opposite the home of the
Herberts the well-knewn hurllng
family.l

Coming into the early elghtes
‘when alien games were beginn-
Ving  to take up
| young people; theé
| ganie was introduced by
I M. OKelly., €.C., ably sup
[y Anthon Mackesy and. Pat
{ A féw Q]d; timers  still
| matehes played by local teams,
selected by Messrs, Mackey emd
Liée ini the ohce famous
field; for prizes subscribed locally,
Miehael Mackey, “T‘yler’e”
and Dan TLiee; in turns
taihed the Cdstleconel]l team in
those early days; ivhen tw&enty*r

rted
Lee.

tests,
CA%‘TLEOON N ELL OUP

~ The. Castleconnell Cup
téamsg from every quarter,
ag far as I can
| pdtition did not finish satisfac-
torilyy. I  know that the once
famous Garranboy team, hear
Killaloe, took 4 ledding part: also,
| that the Castléconnél men later
jwon a deelsljve victory over the
I'Clare team, outiside
| Bridge, which caused gredt joy in
thé -Castlecorinell area..
The = team, under Miehael
Meekeys captaincy, .soon becgine
recegmsed ag one of the bhest .in
| Wast - Timerick. They defeated
Dromkeéen 4df in Cghers

drew
bat,

ahd Pallds,

 ties, chiefly due to the hiirHng|
late  Johnny Coll, who
~Libert1ré-e bat We,s e, native
Castlssonnsll ‘parigh,
Caherline beasted 4 famoug
| combindtiiorty then. Thie Cgstle-
conell lads- held thera well in thel
“Pooir Housgé” . ield. here Léands
downe Park -how . stards, biit; un-
fortiiately,, the match wdsg in-
terrupted - by - pairties not belcmg"-
itig to either team.
Willie . . ‘I.ee (“Thomond”)
| played betweén the posts at those
;matcheq and Mike Ryan was a
famous . full back, The latter was
| ﬁa.ther of Jacky Ryan, often
j spoken of evén to the present day
jas the brilliant goalkeeper in the
faptous . Cashleconnell = selelstion,
whose  splendid : defeineee will
1"jéver " be for*g‘o)ﬁen in Muns!teﬂ"
| hurlmg
B PARN ELL SPLIT
lestleconnell slumbéred for a
.’T‘Spell around the period of the
--dleeetmus Parnell split and it was
riear the turn of the century be-
fore-- we dgain find them in the
hurlmg picture—the tedm then-|
---meludmg John (“Tyler”) Mac-
{ Key "&fid his brothers; Sean Car-
-roll ahd brothers; the Herberts of
Sallymount, the Galligans, Jim
Taee; -Martin Carty, Miek Sweeney,
| Deriny . Dillane, Barney O’Connory
Miek Kett, Davy ~Conway, the
Vaughans; the Collinses and Mick
‘Dansher of Ahane, Tom Griffin,
Jacky Ryan Tom Brennan, Willie
Bourke,” Sim Scully, Temmy Beny,

*-ﬁ!

Martin Doherty, Tom Coffey, Joe
Curtm and Tom Bresnihan. ,
- Like m#ny of our racé, some

of those fine Gaéls had to face
foreigh colntries to earn a . liveli-
hood; but those 4t hoimme persé-
wered in the games of the Gael,
winning  many victories in eha;rrr-
pionship and. tournament.  THeir
matches with the famous feams
of their Heyday—Fedamore, Young
Ireland’s, Croom, Monégdy, Caher-
line, Cappamere and Ballingarry,
in the old famed Markets - Bield-
are often the subject of conver-
sation even yet at many crossroad
and - fireside gatherings. -

| MOST COLOURFUL -

o ACHIEVEMENT
Perhaps tlie most remarkable
i and colourful achievement of that
grand ' Castleconnell side’ was the
suiecegs ~of their famous selection
in ofice more bringmg Jimerick
to the forefront  in the htirling
world following its long slumber,
since the Kilfinane pick won the
All-Ireland Champlonshlp in 1897.
|  The Tralee Sports Field in 1910
saWw . Limerick come to the front
in the premier game when the]
Castleconnell led side defeated the
famous. “ Rockies.” This great vic-
tory created quite a surprise. Old
Limericlk hurhng: enthusiasts still
'reball that evering dhd taik of
the inany 11t“t1e knete of Cerk en-

e L

| thusiasts on the Tralee

f meyﬁ thank tradition for favour-

in Castleconell parish}

game
in Coffey’s  field, Sallymount|

the time of the|
present hurling
Rev, P.|

recgll
high|
father

~ cap-

one playerg took part in the <on-

-

gather the com-

O\Brign’ e«wfer the hurling crowds.

conlish_- bBut lost to South Liber-|

 prowess of &  fatrious athlete, the| fifteens who made such hurling

played for

| Gaelic
early years of the century,.

in the hurhng hlstery of Sh&n—
{ nonside., .
LOVABLE CHARACTER

‘1ling, at times, which it could call

By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH

who were still trying to realise
hours later that Limerick had
snatchéd the laurels and become
Munster champions.

That was & great Shannonside
team, and one that certainly
should have captured the Blue
Riband., But luck was all agamst
dhem and Wexford slipped in for
a narrow All-Ireland success, more

réal merlt on the victors’' part.

AGAIN SE CURED MUNSTER
CROWN

L1merlck proved their bulhng
-prewess once more ia 1911 end
again secured the Munsrter crown.
Fixed to play Kllkenny in the
All-Ireland ~ Final at Cork, they
found the pitch a quagmire and
play impossible. The Central
Council changed the venue 1o
Thurles but Limerick . insisted that
the re-fixture should be for Cork.
The Shannonsideérs persisted in
their refusal to play outside Cork
and eventually were  foreed to
concede a walk-over<-and were
suspended into the bargain. thus
letting their MunsteL title go by
default as well . .

The tragedy of it all wuas. de-
monstrated at Dublin ‘scme time
later, when Limervick had g hand-
some win over Kilkenny for the
Cardinal's medals, a game that
was generally regarded as a‘who
shall” between c¢ouuties that bave
always proved such drawing cards

| TOMMY HERBERT

Tominy Herbert of Sallymount
was one. of the leading lights of
the early Castleconnell teams of
the preeent century and later
provided oné of the goldeéen links
for the record bregking Ahdane

“in the ’thirties and 'forties.
fight for
the
the
Herbert family played a noble
part in keeping the hurling going
and were at times the apex around
which the entire organisation in
the district revolved.
Castleconnell supremacy was
very marked in the first decade
of the nineteen hundreds,
when Ahane .camp so wenderfully
into the hurling picture in the
third and fourth decades, it wgs. a
‘real tonic to find that tradition and
the backing and advice of many
of the ' olden stalwarts played
such a big part in putting them
to the front agd keeping them
there for a spell without precedent

history
In the thicK of the
games all through

Tommy Herbert was. one of the
men that held the Castiecennell
flag high when good men were

, badly needed in an Ireland ‘that
had littlé place for our games,
and it was that sameé lovable

character, who, in later times,
causé he served so well, and the
growth in power and mﬂuence of
the association that struggléd so
manfilly in the vital years when
it had not a field, or eveh a shil-

its .own.
It was Selemeunt that had
the parish representatlon when

Castleconnell. first won. the County
crown. And When we think of
Sallymount a name is certain to

ceme up. It
it continued down the years. They

were almost 1nterwoven--—-hur11ng

streets -

through' incompetent umipiring than |

Iréland where
commiercialised but played for' the|.

and Bill and Dave GQalligan, w

and |

my héart

Wltnessed the full triumph of the |

is Herbert, e.nd SO |

Herbert: Sallymeunt'

IMPORTANT DAY

May 1st, 1901, was an 1mp0rtant
day in the hurhng life of the dis-
trict.. At the Markets Field that
evening Sallymount beéat Rivers-
town (Ferrybmdge) 2.0 to 25 iIn
the sgenior county championship:
sethi-final, with that grand Gael,
Jack Murphy, of the Cemmerclals,
as referee.

They were in their first County
final, not played, however,  until
December sth, 1901, when Rath-

west, however,
where. Anyway, an appeal to the
County Board followed—a replay
was ordered, -and Sallymount won
easily this tlme. |

Two Herberts helped in that
championship success—Tommy and
Joe~——the other fifteen being: D.
Dillane, M. Kett, J. Mackey, R.
Lee, W. Galligan, D. Galligan; S.
Carroll J. McMah.n, J. '.Beurke,

keale beat “them 2-4 to 2-3. The
slipped up some-|

wW. Daly

M. O'Rourke, M.

-J,

Kearney,
L Mo Carthy |

- J. McNemara, M. Daly,

CHURCH DIGNITARY
- On & visit to Birmingham some

years beéfore the sgecond great
ened fo meet|

world war, 1 happ
an 1mperte.nt English Church dig-

nitary--a great buﬂder of churches'
‘and = schools;

and beéaring many

Papal honours in recognition of
his service to the Church..

Wheri. he learned 1 “we.s from

leerick a new light came into

his  ageing eyes and the old eéxile

';‘:mmediately switéhed. 'the conver- -
gation to hurhng Weé discussed
many games and player§ in the|

.méllow evening calm, The great

churchiman was & bey again  in
his: native Modncoin, as he recal-
led the deeds of “Drug” Walsh
and the - “begutiful Gaelic
of Father James Dollard.

Then he talked of poor Peadar|
and said that his most|
were |.
céritered around the Castleconnell |
district. He loved the hiurling and|

Clancy,

vivid hurling recolleétions

gssured me that to tslk ¢f the

olden days brought back to him|

of
was

ar

holy memories
not

happy,
sport
sheer love of our native garics.
 MEMORIES

Heé wert on:
in many aspects after nearly
yvears, but I
Carty in the Castleconnell goal

Mick Sweéney; Tqmmy, Jlmmv,
and Joé Herbert, led by
conquerable ‘Tyler Mackey
I remefibeér even old Jack
ponénts’ godl as top forward.
Othet namés, too,
Colonel Dillane and Mick Kett,

BrosrnglHan &and Miek Danaher

Many & journey I wetit With thHem |

to the Markets Field, oftentimes
oh foot, and Scariff, and Killaloe
ahd Cag pamere
at thée timeé if we had & ‘tanner’

- betwesn thé 1ot of us.”

STILL HAPPILY WITH US
That

teamy. He Well re-
mémbered the phote thiat
famed -cormibination Wthh
adorned the WaHls of his home.

Hdlf a dozen Vears go last
January Tonimy Herbért

mourned figure.
I c¢annot do befter in ﬂmshmg
this Rttle {ribilite €6 NHi§  HEHI6FY

than to quote the ¢losing words of

the kmdly l1rmmgham saggart:

“1 retain. many happy unforget- |
o6ld haleyon |,
days of hésrtsomeé and hemel:;-;;
of |
the old biigade of those - pleasant |
days and nights &dre gone and|
goes  to their blessed|.
memory. To those that survive I
send wgrmest . greetmgs gnd hedart:|:
felt thanks for thHé memory. May .

table mememee of

Gaelic =re-inions. Alds, mahy

God be wrth them all.’”
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“Memory fails me |
fifty

can still see Martin |
with
the un-— -

M*xc— 3
| key playing, rushing on the op-

came back ~—|

end Were Iueky -.

grand old Birminghan |
priest, gtill happily with s, told |
nie he had an iindle, Jjoe Buek-|
léy, who played with ¢the old St. |
John’s football

Egn?"l.

passed |
to -the gréat beéyond, & wzdely )

- - ' ,_.l. | 5 o F",*‘Fl.



