~useful course: of trammg.

: Hartigan,

'- Kneckﬁerne,

O meet Maua:'lee Hourigan at

| the commencement of his }|
sithletic career, it is necessary to .
contact .the Ballmgerry Hurling' 1

Club and trace the history of that]
combination during some. of the
greatest years of its existence.

When " the present century was |
very young we find first mention

of Maurice as a member of the ==
Eea,m led by Captain Con O’Keeffe, {t:ttle ef mtermedla,te | champlene-——
an honour they share with wvery

hich layed and beat.Granagh at
K v, i few, for this grade is not popular

Kilfinny, in a match that was
~ generally regarded as the starting)py the Shannon and only a couple!
of ch“e,mpmnshlpe have been

point of a grand run of successes#
~ for the Garden Town. Others pro- played in it.
minent in that success were Tom|  The set of beautiful gold centred
and Paddy Keating, Jim and Patimedals which Ballingarry got for.
O'Grady, Jack O'Keeffe (“Savage’’)|that victory were the first medals!
lever won by a parish cembmetlen,

and Jack Hourigan.
and right regally did Ballmgarry

- This victory stimulated the Bal- i

lingarry boys to greater deeds, bUlicelebrate the occasion. The, players’
ehertlv they lost the able services|were: Tom Keating, Maurice
of their galle,nt  captain, who,
-eeught a new home and friends .
_‘neath the sheltering folds of the:
stars and stripes.

- Into the breach etepped Herryf
- "McDonnell of Fortwilliam, who,.
a short time had a well tramed
and sturdy seventeen at his ‘com-.
‘mand. Matters went ahead under
his leadership in fine style, victory:
after victory coming gloriously to!
the Western men.

~ IN FOR COUNTY
CHAMPIONSHIP HOUNOURS.

I—Ieu;rlgen Jim and Pat O'Grady,
P. Condon,
Qualele,
Jack - Burke,
Jimg, Cottrell,
" Cle,ncy,

Maurice.
C. O th)’nhﬁl‘
J ack
Dan’
J ackie

Pat Keatins‘g,
and Michael
Jack = Kiely,
Dionoghue,
Dunne (geal)
Hennessy.. N
YEAR OF TRIUMPI ;
1041 ‘was certainly a year of -
trivmaph for the “(}arden Town,”
Entermg the :ﬁght for ‘senior Tre-
|nown, Ballingarry faced a great
{Croom. side at. Adere on May 14th,
jand won, 4-2 to  3-2. ’I‘h1s was a

- -

hick of]fine e,ehlevementi considering -
thsoo%ilgﬁ:leyfoﬁergn n C%;fm{lenle(;ashlp Croom included in thelr team
€ stalwarts 1like Mick Feely, the'

- honours. Captain Harry got hisy
“men to ﬁghtmg form. Kilfinny fell
to his stroke at Bruree, after a
fierce contest, and shortly after-
- wards, Menege,y, then a dashingj
~ lot, bowed to defeat decisively at
'Reene Pike. That was a match,
worth w:ttnessmg -— gstrength and:
stamina were witlh Ballingarry,:
‘gtill their sturdy opponents made,
them go the whele way.
- The final of the county was next
on the agends and after a good
Ballin-
garry faced the music at the Mar-j
kets Field ':a.gamst Cappambore..
- The date was August 13th, 1905.:
and the following represented the:
“West:—H. McDonnell, captain;

- Meiurggd d&;ld KJ(; aa%ingﬂﬂgﬁgaa% 1 'g“;?n‘ with the Central Council over the:
ar ) 1

~and Taddy Kealing Lot *Nunan, |lcnue for the 1911  All-Treland
I'a

| final, .in which leerlck hurlers.
J eremlah Cahill, Charles 0‘Connor, {conceded a walk over to Kilkenny,

brothers Mangan and Jack O’Shea,
who were then in their heyday. -

A, fortnight later the Ballin—
garry boys encountered the hold-
ers of the County crown—the far:
famed Young Ireland side ‘and}?
after a gr:e.nd exhibition the
“Lea,rys;’ as the Ballingarry lads
were now nicknamed, emerged
Wwinners by the narrow marg:m of
two peints,
- On September 10*th the rampant.
Western lads engaged another city:
team then at the peek of their:
hurling form-—the Commercials —
land beat them by three goals, toi
qualify for the senior County final
{against Fedamore,

The aftermath of the dlsputea

ot

- Jack  Kiely, Joe = Fitzg ere,ltzll11 rather than play anywhere except:
© Stephen (“Dan”) ‘O’Conngell, Bi [in Cork, left matters Gaelic at a
Jack Burke and Jack!|ow ebb in leerlckf for a long

(“Savage’’) O'Keeffe. time.
 The Ballingarry centlngent sur-j
prised Limerick—thrée long cars!on 20th September,
and about thfrty side carg and garry f&ced Fedamore in the big-i

traps pouring in ‘their human|gest task of their career, The-
freight to leave the Cappamore |Fedamore team boasted many:
backers outnumbered three to one.|grand thurling figures — Egan|
| It was a terrific game, fought|{Clancy, Con Secanlan, Mick Har-;
- with grim determination. Cappa-{rington, Stephen Gleesen Ned

Treacy and Jack Clancy, and it is:
little wonder they were ﬁrm fav-

ourites. o
FIRST-CL: SS SURPRISE
Balimg‘arry,, however, crea.ted a

more broke away from the throw-
in, and a wild rush, headed by the
hero of - the 1897 “All Jreland’
John - Hynes, saw the Waestern
- goals mve.ded and one of the up-{ F

Tights fell as the ball was_driven|first-clags surprise by winning &
great decider, 4-2 to 12, Careful

to - the net for a goal in the first
minute of play. Balllmgarry rallied | and cltm:slﬁetent training got the
Western rhen to the top of the

in fine fe.shmn but mever recovered

from the effects of that electric | Gaelm 1a.dder and it is a real
opening, and were eventually|that owing to conditions prevail-
beaten by a goal and two points, . ing at the time, and the delay in

NTE {playing . the champicnship
Tt %als’ugbis‘gd SdELE for g}g stal- were . deprived of the opportunity

.werts from the craggy slopes of of representing the County.
and mterest died for

Someg years, it being 1910 before a

———

Smen Manrics fHoreen saned
| l'on t urim e it is only T
' eung seventeen egem ce.rrled .’t‘hﬁ that I eheuldgmentlon a grelgrt I%C_
colours to victory, The venue this tory over a Kerry selection, made
time was Knockaderry, and Cestle—-:br_ | Kllmey' . on 8t. Patrick’s
mahon were beaten there by a sub-| 13
stre

stantial mergln This revived en-.
‘collogher; in *,August 1913,

- thusiasm. in the distrlet and in
 The gneatest ‘match Ballmgarry

the next -game, played at Castle-|"
‘mahon, Monegay were: Well and |5
truly d1speeed of,

Tom Keating was ‘now elected
captain, and with the ehampmnshlp-
once more the goal, Croagh were points,
met and defeated in very rﬁatlsfymg- struggle.
fashion. When Ardpatritk = were| ‘Bailingarry 10st their crown on
encountered on April 30th, 1911, de—-;
feat was once again Ba’.l«lm:gagrry S
portion. The County Board, how-|:

against. Yeung Irelands,;

fe‘ﬂnm:ng a memerable

. ever, ordered a re-play a,nd th*e’;'
West boys won this ea‘eﬂy hemng.&P’e.dd
 eight' goals to spare at the -end. hurt after fiye minutes hurling, thei

This *vmtery gave. Bailmgarry ‘the.

. Without  Jim ‘O’'Grady.

Before  passing from the suc-

| won was  a  Murphy. Cup game.
played- at!
| Adare on. September zeth 1911,
‘The margin of victory was two

_.Nevem'ber 9th, 1913, when Feda-
mere - beat them in the County/
who |
Was . en the mjured list, and with
O’Grady hev‘mg to retire

(By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH ) -

rdﬁeaav&ntage The crlpplm o blewr
came, however,. twelve minutes
from the end, when, - following |
s6me hectic exchanges Maurice

| forte lay in ‘the longer distances—).
in marathon races. As a marathon;

Eventually, twelve months later, |
1812, Ballnn-r ;

pity |

they|

1613,” and the defeat of al
%mNor‘th Cork . pack at Drem—'
g ‘trace at Kilfinane Sports the follow-:
['ing Sunday, Hennessy filling second

Imust. travel

Hourigan and C. Connors were
Isent to the line;, and the ‘“Garden

Town’’® had to finish two pflayers
ghzert, They were beate’n 4-4 to
MAURICE HOURIGAN'S

ties when he made what, I think,
was his first athletic appearance,,

th, |
|at Adare sports on August 15 i Rathluire Station to Broadford, he

| was

11908. On that occasion he finished
1second in the “half mile” 1o J.
Simpgon of Clarina. A fortnight

again second in the same event,

as a ﬁrst—class
;mﬂer winning a number of races;
in these events
{over Munster.

always

was but it must be said, however,:

his Sundays, when not . interrupted

the mile and

T ATHLETIC CAREER.
Maurice Hourigan

He was past the middle twen-|

later. at Newcastle West, he was

D. M., O'Connell.
on this occa.elon | | -

These performances demonstra-:
ted hig ability as a runner, and the;
following season he. blessemed out
miler and half.

being the VICtOI‘

at meetings all

Soon he dlecevered that  his!

runner he wa,e supreme in his day,
winning without the
appearance of an effort.

Hourigan was a hatural runner.
He did not know what set training

that his preparatlon for long d1s-
tance running was, entlrely un-:
known to mmself ideal.. = He
worked diligently in the open air
in the home farm every day and

by gruelling contests on the hurl-
ing field, were spent following the|
beagles over the hills and de,ies ef“
West Limerick, Hourigan., a tall,.
well-set wp man, was ﬂhmmaﬁ)lgr
and constitntionally adapted
trying contests.

FIRST RECORDED WINS,
His first recorded wins were at
the Munster Champwnship Sports
held at Tipper"a,ry on June 13th
1909, On that occasion he was
successful in the half mile, with
T. Flynn, of Ballinamult, secend
and in the mile, T, (ﬁ*eugh of T1p-
perary, being second.

n June 27th, at Kllmaﬂeek he
WOII the five miles flat event, W.
McEniry being second and J. Hen-
nessy, of Kilfinane, third. = Two
days later, at Llstewel he won the

five mllee flat champlonsmp of

Ireland, T. Crough filling second
pomtmn

At Clonmel on July 11th he won
one mile flat honours, and at Mal-
low, a week later, was second to
M. O’Callaghan, “of Banteer, in a
‘race for the four mile che:mplon-
ship of Ireland.

At Eiton on August 1st he won
was second to a
fellow townsman, W. McEniry, in
the five miles. On September 12th, !
at Bruff, he dead-heated with J. J
Henneesy for top place in the one:
mile flat event, The same pair had
a ferrific tussle in the six mile road

and Heurlgan third plece And he|

--ﬁmshed the ~year ~witha  second;

prize ‘in ‘a great road race from:

J ames G%ee,ney

medals, was a wonderful trial

continuedy .
with the hurlerg until 1916, but his:
athletic doings were concentrated |
in. the years from 1808 to 1912,

I—Iandicapper J A
‘Collins. Cemmittee—-*M M urﬂhy,
T.C.. G, Reidy, T.C.; T, Reidy, G.
Forde, J. P. O’Cenner T. Amb-
rose, T, R@che, M. Mulc:ah T
’.’Cennell W. Phelan, R K.
Sheehy, J ames Phelan, John 'Sean-

i1 Ian, T. Roche, P, C’regan T. D.

Cowper, M. Spring, M. Phelan and

M. O’Dwyer.

WONDERFUL TRIAL OF
ENDURANCE.

The three miles flat charapion-
ship eof Munster, for which  {#he
Athlétic Ce!me11 presented 2 set of
of
-endurance and scarcely 49 Iength
divided first and second at  the

| conclusion. Maurice finished first,
~{with D. Murphy, Tullig, close on
{ his, heels.

From his friend and constant
companion of athletlc days—Mick
Quaid—I -have gecured some de-
tails of his main achievements.

His first outing, according to
Mick, was a three miles drag hunt,
whlch he won.

Secong in a road race from:
leading all the way, end

passed the Sports Field and ran:

into the village of Bme,dfe‘rd and

had to come back again end run;
fwo rounds of the Sports Field,
{ This error cost him the le:urels for |
the second man was first ir the.
gate and got theé trophy. The d1e--h
tance on 'this occasion was 12 miles;"
- Quaid and Hourigan cycled 1o
'Eiton the dey he won the mile and
was placed in the longer event, a
distance of 20 Irish miles, end they
cycled it heme again that night.
~Next morning, the first Menday
m August, they cycled to New:|
eastie West to catch a special train.
| for Abbeyfeale, where he won ai
five miles road race.

| TEN MILES CROS S—OOUNTRY
RACES.

Representme; leerlek in a 10
miles cross-couniry race he finished’
third out of 120 eempeﬁters, at
Dublin, Over the same distance,!
at Newecastle West, he filled. seeend

place, losing by inches to Tom
Hales. =
Maurice: Hourigan dlstmg"ulehed

himself on both the hurling and
athletic fields, whilst his brother,;
John, was also a prominent player
in the famous Ballingarry “Irish
o] Volunteer”  hurling teem thet'

;brought such honours to the dis-
{ trict.

Another generatlon were later
prominent in hurling and carmogie
circles, worthily upholding the hon-
our of the “Little Town’’ 1n this
respect.

No, 48—Jack McCerthy of Kil-
finane, |

'Rathlmrc to Dromcollogher,

To Newcastle West, in 1911, we'
for the only other
mention 1 have in my scrap book:
of the Be,llmgarry
cers of that -
tunately cuz‘ta,iled owing to bad.
weather, were:—Pregsident, John
McDenne]l Treasurers, E. Forde
and M. Mmee.hvr Hen ' Secretary,

‘Brouder; Fine.nelal Secr.etary

“‘Garden Tem” 1ads were at.a blg J.

k

man, The offi-
great meeting, unfor-:



