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EET Mlcheel Hynan eyclmg to
Mass any Sundey morning and -

-the impression you get is of a fine, -

‘lively man of about sixty, hale and
-~ hearty, enjoying the best of health,

Then learn that he competed at
Ballylanders' Sports on 15th August,
1886, just sixty-seven years ago, and
was second in two events there—
the 440 yards and 880 yarde ﬂat
and wonder! - .-

Michael Hynan celebrated “his
eightieth birthday on May 10th
last, and he was Just thirteen years
of age when he first donned togs
at Ballylanders Pattern Day Sports
and competed in the two events
mentioned, which were confined to
boys of under sixteen,
- The Garryspﬂlane lad, accord-
mgly, made his athletic debut just
two  yearg after the GAA was
founded, and he continued in active
service untll 1907, & period which
covered what rmght well be termed
the golden age of Irish athletics.
S0 we have still happily with- us
a man who, not alone lived through

ne of the greatest periods in our
athletic history. but actually par-
ticipated with the big majority of
"the men who made the athletic

welkin ring:in memorable days.

FIRST«-HAND EKNOWLEDGE,
~ He can go back the entire span

of our modern athletic lore, assur-
ed of first hand knowledge from
the men who figured in it, for any
part not covered by personal ex-
perience.

He can tell how, when orgamsed
athletics were ‘revived in. Ireland,
giants and lithe-limbed men ﬂocked
to the playing flelds and quickly
established the name and fame of
their country in the realms of ath-
letics., The first remarkable pair to
enter the international arena. of
modern athletics were: the
brothers, Maurice and Pat, of
Carrick-on-Suir. - Maurice far out-
shone all his comperes as a Welght-
thrower, as did Pat gs a jumper,
runner and hurdle racer. Both won
many Eng'hsh championships -and
medals, and prizes by the hundred,
‘against the ‘cream of American,
English and Scottish athletes,

" The coming of the G.A.A, tapped

rural athletm talent for the first
time, From the South
of the big figures in the jumps,
'Welghts and long distances, “whilst
the~ umversﬂsyi men came to the
fore in the sprints .and hurdles.

A WONDERFUL BUNCH OF
- - ATHLETES.

-~ Michael I—Iynan could tell from
-.first hand experience, of the deeds
of a wonderful bunch of athletes
of his early days—Mitchell, O’Sul-
livan, Real, De.l Purcell, Shana-
. han, the ‘Leahy’s, Phibbs, O'Dono-
van, Ryan, Power O’Brlen O’Neill,

- Conwa y, O Mahonys, Mooney,
- Malone, ' Kellyy Delaney, Wood,
Barry, Fraher, Fahy, Wall Court—--

‘hey and Morrlsey |
~ Theé fine performances of these
wonderful men created a nation
wide interest in athletles,_ with
Munster leading the wvan- its
devotion to the cause. Des 1te a,
pre-oocupa,tmn with a stern. land
itation during this period, ath-
leties guickly gained a firm grip,
~ flourishing as never bgfore, as
world records were set up, i

: part eularly*1 in ~ the welghts and
jumps.
The " athletic “Inveswn” of

America hag come under review in
the eourse of these articles, and
it is interesting to discover thdt

our subject this week ‘had fArsSt|.

hand knowledge -of ‘conditions

"

across the Atlantic when he tra- drain almost as . heavy, for many

~champion “gthletes: found:their- WaY i {1 won the “pile.”

velled to .that continent just sixty
_:.years ago end remamed O th“fee

yea,rs
THE GOLDEN DE OADE

His return in 1896 coincided. Wlth

" the commencement of what has|
come to be regarded as the golden:

decad athletics in this country.:
ceade ot it hans lomg standing hop, gtep and

legp record in the United States;
MecDonald became supreme ‘with

| Arnonget the many new athletes of.
unusual - physical attributes that
greeted him on his homecoming, the
- foremost wag Tom I, Kiely, of
Carrick- on—Smr, a pupil and neigh-
bour of the Davins gand the most

- versatile ef a remarkable group.

‘of Garryspillane

‘brothers, Newburn, O’ Connor Hor-

.-throw ‘&t three “siiccessive Olym-

Da,VlIl - :
_gla.nts in Matt Mc(}rath and Pat

1 years—and Con ‘winning

rose most :

| By strange fate W. J, M. Newburn
{and O’Connor were competmg

incheg and O’Connor finally

:"townconyers

‘the chance of proving his all round

notably the Murray brothers, Ryder,

| brothers and Crowe

“E_‘,l_'_jf{_gag@ns ‘Ahearnes, .Con Walsh,

| .-Me.]estioally bt;;lt, an meh a]aove gix |

o
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feet tall, sque.re-shouldered broad._,
chested, long-limbed, of an iron
frame and constltutmn. he ran any
distance, hurdled well, jumped ‘sup-
erbly. and threw all gsorts of weights
with equal facility. Coming to full
maturity, he won honours in plenty

at home and abroad, often taking
half-a-dozen first prizes at a meet-
ing, and reachmg the pinnacle of
fame when winning the world’s

All-Round Athletic. Championship
at the great St Liouis Kxhibition
in 1904,

OT‘HEBS MAKING HISTORY
AT HOME,
A Mayo man,- Martin Sheridan,
succeeded Klely as . all-round cham-
pion and, benefitting by up-to-date
American & trainifle, set up new
figures, and dtstmgulehed himself
at suoeoedmg Olympiads—Athens,
Paris, St. Loyis and London,
Meanwhile “Flanagan, .the Leahy

gan and Walsh were makmg his-
tory at home and stretching out
world’s record figures which stood
the test of international attack for
many years. F’lanag‘an found his
way - to  America; “rrevolutionised
hammer. throwmg, broke record
after record, was- ‘the . blggest at-
traction in -the athletic™ world
during . hig. t;me, won  the hammer

pics and carrled the Woﬂds record |

.....

Munster

Ryan—both also Olympic winners.

F. J, Kelly, J. M, Ryan and Con.
Leahy were winning Irish and
English championshiphs at record
heights—Paddy Leahy’s 6 foot 4
and fthree-quarter inches at Mljl-
street in 1898, stood for many

jump - against the world’s best at
Athens, helped to spread athletic
fame of Ireland., Beside him on
that occasion was Peter O'Con-~
nor, the wonderful long jumper,
who won the Hop, Stey, and Jump.

at
the same time and were the world’s
greatest long jumpers of their
peylod The big Dublin weight-
hrower and jumper advanced the
Long Jump record to 24 feet 6
set the
figures at 24 feet 11 and three-
quarter inches,

J. &, BRESNIHAN -

Limerick next produced an - all
round athlete of exceptipnal pro-
mise in J. J, Bresnihan, of Castle-
 whose  individual
figures rival the great Indmn«-Irlsh
athlete, Thorpe. The pity of it was,
however, that Bresmhan nevenr got

talent. Some great Dublin athletes,

Morphy, Finnegan and I—Iarrls vied
with their Munster rivals led by
Mick Hynan, Larry Roche, Mc-
Namara, Culhane, the Kirwan
‘whilst Con-
nacht sent some ueeful challengers
into the arena in Hynes, Joyce,
Daly and Heaney. .

We -lost” many of our finest as
the result of the - American
“Invas;on,” and le.ter years saw a

to .the %Umted States: The Leahys,

Matt
Mc—

ek Creed Paddy - Ryen
'McGra,th J ml Eahy and
Donald,

.'E)an Ahearne broke Dan Shane,—

the shot as Ryan did with the
hammer, and Fahy surpassed the
world’s best in the three standing
jumps, whilst Walsh set up new
ﬁguree in the Welghts

is one of

kind co-operation of Mr. Jeremiah

the high |

| miles indoor, and was second from-

won the long

lowing  season. In October .there
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SPLENDID STYLE
- Returning to Michael . Hynan’s
own career, first let me quote from
a review by the late Frank B. Din-
neen, in “Sport ” under date, 30th
August, 1903, in the course of which
he said “Mwhael Hynan had al-

ways a nice style and his taste for
athletics brought him in
with some first class trainers

Birr, where he covered the half-
mlle in 1 minute 59 seconds, Callan,
Templemore, Dunshaughlin, C'ork
Cavan, Mallow, Newcastle West,
Port Lamee Hospital, Ballylanders,
Kilfinane, Elton, Bruff, Bruree and
Listowel

To contihue in this strain would
be like reciting the litany of the
great sports gathering of one of|
the busiest spells ever in the his-
tory of Irish Athletics, so I must
only pick at random some of the
more important outings, ag repre-
senting his undoubted prowess in
clompanx that was definitely first
class.
ALLIRELAND MITL.E VILTLORY

For instance hig 1902 All Ireland

contacti Mile victory was achieved at the
ini eXpense of John Daly

of Galway,

New York, where he acquired that!long regarded as one of the bes’r'

splendid style of moving, which!
now charms all who are fortunate!
enough to see him running, He was
in rare form last Sunday, and, of,
course, his meeting with Daly over.
the mile wag the event of the day.]
He was late this season in entering
the arena, due to the fact that he
suffered. from a severe attack of
pneumonia last November and, ofjj
course, he was right in gettmg off
the effects of it before again coming
out, We were dehghted to see him
in. such good form last Sunday, for
gree,t mEil are scarce, and Hynan
hem.”

Hynan won  three all-Ireland
ohamplonshlp titles, under GA-A
laws, as under:.—

880 Yards Flat, 1902—Time. 2m
23 2-5 secs. One Mile Flat, 1902—
Time, 4m. 33 4-5 gecs. 1903—--~T‘1me,
4m. 37 3-5 secs.

COLOURFU L ATHLE’I‘IG
CAREER.

The veteran athlete was able to
recount much of his doings on the
athletic track, the only difficulty
he expemenoed being in recalling
the actual dates for some of his!
performances. And thanks to thej!

Tierney, to whom I am dee ply
grateful, it is possible to fill in the
vacant bits and give the main de-
tails of a colourful athletic career.

One of his first blg successes was |
achieved at Banteer, where he won |
both the half and one mile events.
A little later, at Mitchelstown, he
beat the renowned Con Fibbs, of
Glenvﬂle, in the half mile.

The following June he went to
Amerloa and was second in the
“half " et Bayonne on his initial
appearance in the land of the Stars
and Stripes. He won the same;
event at the Hibernian Sports, and
the following St. Patrick’s Day won
the one mile indoor from. a big
entry, in New York. A little later
that season he lined out in the 13

virual sore,toh from a “field? of-
forty, the winner being Ernest
Hitchberg. ' At .Stratton Island he:
jump at 20 feet, the
high jump at 5% feef, and . filled
second place in the two miles.
These were his main successes
{ gcross the herring pond,” where
his appearances were ~not too:
numerous, as conditions. there did
not suit  his ‘health, and he was
eventually forced to return home.
A’I‘I—ILETI(}ALLY “IDLE" FOR A
SEASON,

That was in December, and he!

wag. athletically “idle” all the fol-

was & sports in Galbally a,nd "he
went there to have a look gn, How-)

ever, he knocked against some of
his old pals and they insisted upon
his donning togs once more, and:
without any {raining wheteoever,}

That - success put hlm back on
the track with a bang, and the
elosmg1 ygears of the. century saw

him win the Half Mile and Mile at
Herbertstown, Tipperary and Aher-
low; the One and Two _
Charleville; the “quarter” ‘ ang
mile at Pallasgreen and the *“half
at Nenagh. He was beaten in the'
half mile at Charleville by half a“
foot, J. Culhane taking the ‘honours
e,fter enjoying a big handicap.
The next season saw him colleet

| prlzee galore at fe,r ﬂung venues—

_—y
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| mern, ever. over thlS dletanoe in the

county,

At Clonmel he won the I—Imf
Mile Champlonshlp of Munster
and the haif mile handlcap events;:
at the ldcensed Grocers’ Spots . at
‘Jones’ Road, he won the mile from
virtual scratch in 4 minutes 24
seconds, After winning the mile at

Newoaetle West, he lost narrowly

the “half” fo Morrissey. At
Ba.llydawd he won the half "mile,
from scratch, Tlm Crowe being
Seoond

in 1900 he won the Cross—Country*
Champlonshlp of Ireland over a
S1X miles course, his time being. 36
ming. He has vivid memories of
that race, and tells how one person
could only go throygh a certain|
gap in a stone wall fence at the
time, and there was considerable
delay in ‘getting through. Hynan
' kept second all the way. QOn an-

i ather occasion he was second in a |

two miles steeplechase at Dungar-
van, aiter having won the one mile
ﬂaItI event frt%m scratch.

e won the Dunraven Cup at
the I.AA. & B.C, Sports, and
often regretted afterwards that he
did not compete again, as he could |
ha.tl;% won that fine tlophy out-
rig

He again oompeted in the 1904
All-Ireland Cross-Country " Cham-
pionship, once more over the Clon-
skeagh course, but J. J. ‘Daly, of
Galway, won on this occasion, hisg
time being 31 mins. 31 2-5 Secs.

RAN FOR IRELAND A(}AINST

SCOTLAND,

Picked to run for Ireland in the

{ International Mile "at Belfast in!

 the annual contest v, Sootlend he-

was second to the Scotch mlle
champion, J. McGough, the time of

14 mins. 25 sees. on very bad ground

heing exoellent

‘Hynan later travelled to Glasgow
Celtic Sparts with the mtentlon of
having another “go” against Mec-

1Gough.  But a well endowed half-

mile attracted 70 entrants, and the
Garrysmllane man could not regist
the temptation of participating in
it. There were three heats, and 18
quglified for the final, which Was
won by J. O'Regan. (1 min. 58
secs.), with Hynan second, and
'John Curran third. The gruelllng
of that race prevented his partici-
patlon in the mile, and so ended
higs hopes of reveng*mg the defeat|
by the Scotsman. .

Michael Hynan was also a first-
class Gaelic footballer, and he has
vivid memories of some games he
partmlpa.ted in,  particularly a
match with Glenroe against the
home side at Glanworth ; then an
unﬁ,mshed epic 1]:1 which . he helped
T1pperery Rovers against Kilcash,
and, maybe the most memorable
of all, the day he helped Knock-
long to beat the Limerick Com-
mercials in a thrill paeked game
at Pallag, -only- to-lose the fruits-ef
victory" later ‘on an objection..
LIVED THROUGH S‘TIRRING—
TIMES.

Mlchael Hynan lived through
stirring times in Irigh history, and

Mlles at‘rem&ms now @as one of the last

glorlous links with days of athletic
pre-emmence that must alwaye
' find an honoured place in the pages
‘of Gaelic h1etory Men like I—Iyne,n
‘set the tiny seed that has grown
to the mlghty Gaelic Athletic
Association of to-day, and in gsalut-
ing Michael Hynan, and  wishing
him many more long years of hap-—-
piness and of health, we pay 8

| well-deserved tribute to the renown!

that was his, and breathe a silent

prayer for the many gallant com-

rades that have gone to Where

parting is no more,

-~ Slainte, Michael Hynan! |
No. 4(}*——M1ck Oonnery ef Kﬂ-- t-
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