GREAT LIMERICK SPORTSMEN

IcK KEHL.Y as 8 yming' lad
organised under* the ruley. of the
mfant GAA m his natwe dis-~
He - remembers
days -and has . vivig recollectmns of
were such
an’ ugly feature of II'ISh
He once tﬁld me how he Wlt—
nessed one, g very mild affair he
and he feels_ sure: he will hever
forget it. It ‘was_terrible, He  re-
and then both sides turned on the
R.IC: and the slaughter did not
crammed with people lying amund
badlv injured,
One of .the great fears of man}?,
whern- the" GhALA Was formeri was
| rwalrywould get the factmn fight-
ing going aj ain.
however, for the discipline
_self—control of the games helped
ness of the factions
Mick Kelly left his native Kii-
old to take up a tedchi ng appoint-
ment at Artane Indus rial School,
‘He was not long in the Metrt}pohs
before hig- interest in. the G AA.
of the leading figures
movﬁment In & short time he was
| W’l'thl Paddy Devlinand Jim McCoy
Mick helped to establlsh the old
. afterwards ONe  of the leading
clubg in. Dublln -
excluswelv of  workingmeh—the
-best of them natives o%mhurhng
Cork_ leerxck and Galwav in the
main,- Wages were small at the

& mdtch was simple.

o adventure then than

secondar

catering for sich

| miost sto

- 8pirit of

.Y L witnessed  the. first games .
trict, -
the re—G AA.
the Faction Fight$ that
e, lzfe at the
was told, -at a fair in Rathkeale,
members fdhgs pohce intervening;
finish -~ until the streets were
CA‘USE ()F DISCIPLINE.
that . the revival 1nter—par13h
¥t had right thé Opposite effect
to wipée out entirely the. “bitter-
ﬁnnv before he was twenty years
Dublin.
brought him in contact WIth some;
he thick of Gaelic affairs, and
“Cleltic” Hurling ' Club, for long
This Club was - composed almost-
- counties — Wexford, - Kilkenny,
ftlme yvet there was. never _any

difﬁcultv in . gettmg« 5 team toget-
| ner for .a friendly invasion—near
or far, Nor was an idle member,
willigg to travel, ever left. behing.
ARRANGING MATCHES.

’The ustial procesg of. arranging
One of the
members was in touch with his
native place, The homeé ‘team wan-
ted a rhatch-~theéy were less fre-
quent then than now; or there
was & church being bmlt or .8
national . project needmg funds—
memorials were the vogle ih and
aroulid the centeriary year ofi|
1798, Carlng
Ject, which could never be other|
than com:tnendd,ble the date was
fixed and the re ﬁ:awed W1th~

- Travelling was much fiore of an
it
There were ng graded teaps,

¥ champwnshlps and
none of the provision now consid-
ered essential for the comfort .of
Gaehc trave]lers The

.out a hiteh,

Amongst the most
Mick’s recollections is
from New Ross by
traip. in  one.
“cattle . trucks,”
lin,
wWas)

a Journev.
the . night
of the notorious
fortwhich the Dub-
chklow arnd Wexford ' line
then wundshamed That train al-
pped when anyohe asked
it, Anyway it reached  Harcourt
Street —bpanting and weary—be-
tween one and two o'clock on a
Monday morning. These were the

dlscomforts inseparable from ex-
cursions in these days. = Nobedy
-minded them then. The high

indifference to materisl|
thlngs with: which these pioneers
always get out; made 11ght of m-
convenience and carried them o
their destination through the rig-
ourg of the day and home again,
ay mto some.
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e | 1804,
companies made no preterice o'| anid, hie had
plebian traffic.! of being 1h
painful ofi their o

1 stant mentor.

| friend.

. ees;. and brought }nvadauble field
| zecruits in poor Syl Pidgéon aiid
‘Moon’ ‘McCabe, . These, ah more

1'T cannot recall’
| of . memory, malntamed fhe Gaehc

|
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E’ark on March
“renowned Bla,ckrock of Cork beat

.Kldney J’. Delea J. XKellener, J.

| weakest clubs—from the playmg
| point of view—in the Cap
|t had always an intéense in erest m_

1 made up

lathc?r stmnghold’ of Gaehc Ire-
ain - .
BUBE THZEIR OWN
EXPENSES,

“I confess I cannot now Imagme
how the fihahtes Of Suth eXpbdis
t1%ns were managed,” Mick told
411
oOwn expernses. We were, of course,.
entertained in = Kobpitable; it
homely fashion. Rough meat sand-~
wicheg and a barrel of beer, often
of local brew buppiled in a _tent
or half emj barn, were all we
ever expect ed or . wanted.. Somie-
imes, of course, if it Wwas a real

tﬂurnament matc,h We __wouid havej
a sit down repa&t in some moﬁes:.t-

1

Visiting  teains borE theiiﬁ |

hostelry and  theh, as aft n. as
riot, ha if our cmwd Woul Have
found more congenial havena for
e Were good mixers
those days ahd. made OIII'SEIVE::
at Home wherever we weiit. The
1esu1f of the match. did not mat-
ter a rap:; in fact, we wetre &b
eat that an occasmnal
victory upset us.,”
MICE Kelly played, for D

e e R . ———ep—— -

ublm ih |

the All-Treland I—Iurhng - Final
Raparees had thé selectlon

club that the R

picked for the Blue Rlbarid deci-. '
der. If Mick was uSéd to defeat
certainly nothing happeng in that

final to upset him, The game Wwas
ayed in famed
244H, 1894, and the

the Dublin men, 5—20 to 2-0-—the

largest winning score. I think,
ever recorded‘ in an All-Ireland
Fmal .

That was grea,t Cork teai,
that 1ncluded many nameég long|
prominent in Leeﬂide hurlmg—-s
and D I—Iaye Loand Ctiligh-—.
lan, il J. Cﬁshman F.0

Norberg, J. Youl ancf W. Con
nell. Admirers of . Blackiock . will
remeniber the part theésg fdmilies |

and their descendants hevé plived |
in the hurlmg hlStOI‘Y of 4 great})
- pamsh

INT‘ENSE INTERESET IN TI-IE
| GAMi. ; |

_"‘Thoug‘h, probably one of the

of |

the, unigiie d1st1nct10n :
e only player outsme-F
apé.rees :

~¢ld, Clontutrk |

ital.

the game for .its own sake and.
traditions. - This wspirit. was sus-
tained by ardent enthusiasts and
by close contact with leadmg fig-
urey in the Gaelic movemenj: of
the day,” Mick kold me. “The
founder of the G.A.A., veteran
Gael, Michael Cusack, was @ elose
p&rsonal friend; .an  honorary
member of the Club and con-,
Tadgh: O’Mahonv, -.
‘the Roscarbery steain engine,’
wrote us up with unblushmg flat- .
tery .in. the ‘Nation’ of that day.

Paddy Sutton, of hurhng and ath-|

fame, was an- _unfailing

Pat Tobin, at the time
prominent in the Assomatmn ‘Was
our President for a ferm. 'Big
Jim’ Fltzgeraldufrlend of . a'll hur—-
lers. those frt}m the Leeside espe-
cially—threw ip. his lot with  us
after the dispersal of the Rapare-.

letic

morale of the Club. If they could
not make hurling  champions of;

pmnq of hurlmg
LONG: SINO‘E ]!EA‘D

- _‘I‘All of those I have. mentlanedf
| are long since dead and also, alas,|

the bulk of the rank and file. who
the

more co—unhes as well.

BT

oyable . periods of our .career.

& o

“beating.”

- Mick. Kelly wﬂl conclude hlS in-
taresting story of early GLALA.

davs next week when he will tell!
of Ya, visit to Scotland to play ﬂm’s:E

Cowal  Club in. a shinty . g*s::a...‘hr_ua.f

playing streng;th of-j_
the Club. At ohé timg or another'}
we' had men . from every . Tarling |
| cotinty in Ireland and. fromi ._ﬁs :
if---I?El}?"‘Iz:}'.ﬂgﬁ*1::u.::nugilfl I have: seid success |
o R A o ok

unting ambition: impﬁsed a rg- |

straint that was irksbrme: We. 0OF
-"'recovered out Sp1r1ts afterasoun

{ us, thev made us 1tmerant cham- -

s

e perienca Swithy sy
we took: aurselves vety §eriously|.
lat times. These werg the most en-




