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NE hundred

' years ago,
emith i~ Penpot,
patrick MaoMilhan, pui a pair of
nedale on & hobby horse ana
created the first bicycle. He did not

he fitst got on the road with his in-
vention, but this man,
earned a penny from his
was truly the founder of a great
'epert and one of the hig lnduetrles
~of the present day.

“HExperiments were tried in France
| Wrth the pedals on the front wheel,
a8 against MacMillian’s rear wheel
drive;” but the Scotchman’s ‘idea
proved -best; and remained the
standard on which the “two—wheel
marvel” contmued to operate. |

It was twenty years later before

What became known as the “Bone-)
He felt the loss of these mementos

shaket”’ eame on the market, the
product of a firm in Coventry.

The manufacturers did not chrie_' -_

ten it; that came from the publie,
who had not vyet taken too kindly|
to the new invention and, of course,
the roads of the time were any-
thmg ‘bt suitable.

Next on the list was the “Penny-
| farthlng,”
front Wwheel and a tiny back one:
with & front wheel drive, a model
which pefsisted for some  years,
and had its adherente unt11 quite
-recent times.

INTRODUOTION UF CYCLE

- RACING.

Shortlv after the formatlon of
the Irish Championghip Athletic
Club in 1873, cycling - became very
- popular in Ireiand and the athletie
revival that followed the founding
efcthe G.A.A. found cycle-racing
a valuable and fascinating adjunct
“that lent variety and balance to the
sports feetings.

-Coventry prodyced the ﬂret chain
dri‘ven bicycle in 1885, but from
Belfdst came the mventlon that re-
-volutionised -the sport, when J. B.
Dunlop sueeeesfully marketed his.
-pneumatle tyre in 1887. -

The battle of the tyres went on
for a few seasons, following thel
appearance — of the pneumatics - at
- ‘Queen’s College Sports, Belfast,
18893 and to R. J Macready, rated
thie outetanding Irish cyclist of his
- peneration, a lot of credit must £6|

for-the trlumph of Diinlop’s 1dea
part;aularly in England.

PThe - All-Ireland Champlonehlp
meeting“" i 1878, held at Lansdowne
Road, Dublin, was Temorable for
the faet that the first bicycle races
for ¢hampionship honours were run
‘tHere, under the auspices of the
Aniateur Bicyele Club., There were
tHree. blcycle events on the card-—-
' naiely, one, four, and ten thiles.
- and ail recewed good entries, -
“As already pointed out, the racing
b:teyple of those days was very diff-

erent from that of to-day. The par-j

t1cn1ar -model in use at that time
- was- eolld-tyred and very high, gen-

¢rally 58", thus debarring any but
& very tall man from competing in

SRT VERY PUPULAR IN
The Sport was Very popular in
Time¥iek, and the old city amateur
~Athletie and Ricycle Club boasted
many finé cyclists, amongst the
- mo§t prominent of whom in the
early days were Thomas S. Lowry,
J. J. Tiehy, Blakeney Gubblns. D,
O’Connell, R. R. Parsone T, C.
Wilson, James F. Halvey, A. F.
- Kehnelly, T. Q. ‘MeKenna and the
- subject of my present sketch, P. J.
- Kenna.
P, J. Kenha had a very ehort but
- a..very. suceeseful.. eyehng ~CAreer,
Wmning five Irish Champlonehlp*
titles: — the five and fifty miles in
1892, the twenty-five and fifty in
1893 and the fifty in 1894, He also
won the ﬁftv mlles Inter-Club test
in 18983.
A ‘dozen years ago I had the
pleasutre of meeting with this old
. champion at his home in Dun
'_Lao1gha1re He told me that he had
1ivéd in Rosbrien during hza years!
in"Limmerick, in a house that is now
known as Rocheville, called after~
the owher, to whom he sold it.
“When T asked him for some denh
tails of hls ¢cycling eareer. he teld

and twenty-four '_
a Scotch black- |
by name Klrk- |

SEAMUS O

who never |} —
blcyele, "

[ of all the meetlnge he had part1o1—

doings

a maéachine with a big}

the eeuntry

two days.
& drop
__thmk

Murphy,

ised cycling. I invested in a Beeston

| very b1g suim then,

| with a pdilf of successes
{thrée and rve mile cyeling events

1 Tralee. We
new track,
“hed -made- 4 lot---of- vfneney
‘Dunlop Tyres.

‘the. spethght on me,

a half—s.overelgn

(B?

pated in, but that a man had called
to the house some eighteen months
prewouely and saw some .of his
prizes, He was very interested, and,
said that he took a great mterest!
in cyecling, ependlng g, lot of his.
time out-the Navan Road on week |

-ende

The upshot of it was that “P.J.
lent him all the records, and never
saw or heard from him afterwards.

of stirring days very keenly

STARTEED C‘YULING WHEN
3 VERY YOUNG.
Neverthelese he was able to give"
me a fairly cemplete account of his
on the track and this IS

what he told me:

I started - eyceling When |
youhg, only seveliteen years of |
age, and  still attending school. I,
rode my first race on the ‘Penny-!
Farthing’ machine_ in Ardnacrueha_
in 1839, fifteen  miles, . four laps: of
‘I- finished the race

and just crossed the ‘tape, when I
ellapeed unooneelous, A frlend ad-
vised my father to give me some'
brandy; but I was unconscious . for
And I never touched-
of drink since, which, I
is- eomethmg of & reeord,1

too.

Tt did not make me give up- cyc—
ling as the following year a s1m1—]
147 rdcé tbok place and L improved
so0 tiich that 1 was made scratch-'
man and the limit manh had twenty
minutes start, and when I was
starting he was coming. np béhind
iny back after covering ¢ lap of.
four miles, I did not ‘win, but I did,
it in beést time, fifteen miles in|
ﬁfty-four ‘minutes — or seventeen:
miles an hour—at eighteen years

| of age. | 1

A little later, I won a ﬁIteen

miiles eyele road handicap race, °
timme - on this oceasion being 63;
mmutes 43 geconds, |

That same season the pneumatie,
tyre madeé itg appearance in Lime-'
rick, and at the L.A.A. and B.GC.
Sports there were races for. both
the High and the Pneumatic
méchines, and I won the one mile
event on the former. Others who
stuck to the old style at that meet- 1
ing inciudéd S. MacAdam, B. Gub-
bins, D, O’Connell and A R
with W, Walpole the1
main champion of the new Iinven-

tion.

. I‘NEUDIATIG TYRE
REVULUTIONISED CYCLING.

"The pneumatic tyre revolution--

Humber racing machine, supposed
to be the best, which oest me £30, a

I Won & mnuiriber of racee in the
next few years, including the one
and two mile cycling events at the
Limerick G.A.A, Sports in 1890. |

‘The followmg season I epenedtlﬁp .
in e

at the L.A.A. & B.C. Sports, but the
greatest ‘thrill of my career up to
that came in 1892, when I defeated
the great Macredy, the super man,
in the Five Mile Championship in|

cycled that day on a
laid by some one who}
-OuE-- 0.!.

Beating such a figure in a eharn-l
pIGnShlp event. naturally,
and actually

Teat eeneatlen Besides
acredy, I pleked up
- When we. were

caused a
beating

about to start T looked down
to see . if my feet were pro-
periy on - the- pedale, and

under my - feet was the “half-

sovereign. 1 got off anyway, race

or no race, p1eked up the :half- career.

(Nu B)=—P. J. KENNA
| of Limerick Clty '

excité a whole lot of interest when |

!foot on the post. The
very} if T came a b1t earller I Would have *

| letic and

CEALIAIGH )

the last lap, Wlth the people com-
meneing to clear out, when I beat
him up the final etra1ght and caused
the sensation of the season. =

SELECTED ON INTER-
- NATIONAL TEAM.

I was. then selected on the Inter-
natlonal team, and was sent to Bir-
' mingham a month later. I went to
Birmingham to represent Ireland,
and I went there a week before the
meeting so I could have some
training. You see, I was badly
handlcapped as there Wae no track
in Limerick.

In the International race 1 was
last of both teams coming into the
finishing straight, and 1 finished.
second, being only beaten by half a
papers. s said

won.

Then I competed in the Ten Mﬂe
| Championship of England and I

was up against one of the best men

in England—Osmond. He was going
for the world’s record and had two
Tandems to cut out the pace. The
race ,started and after five miles
was covered every one was wiped
out except Osimond ahd I. Then at

nine miles Osmond himself collap-
sed, and' I ﬁmehed alone anyway I

llked first.
DEFEATED A WrORLD
CHAMPION,

Bemdes those events 1 won the
Twenty-ﬁve Miles Champlonshlp
of Ireland ih Ballsbridge in 1893, and
defeated a world’s champlon-—-——-Tlm-
merman, the German Américan, in
a oontest that had been declared
open to the-world. My time on this
occasion was 1 hour 12 minutes 26
and two fifth seconds,’ In addition
‘{0 Timmerman, K. O’Callaghan
(Co rk) and A. Watson (London)
were amongst the twenty compet1~

my “tors.

A few daye later I was at the

| Limerick A.A. & B.C. Sports, and

won the Five Miles Cycle for the
Barrington Cup, from scrateh my
time, 16 minutes 2 seconds. On the
saine occasion I won the TWO Mile
Roadster, from scratch.

A few weeks later 1 was ﬁret‘
home in g Twenty Miles Waterford
v. Limeriek inter eclub centeet at
Blackwater,

I won the Fifty Mlles Champion-—.

ship of Ireland three years running,
in the Phoenix Park, in 1892, 1893
and 1894 and also the Fifty Mﬂes
Club Championship, in Wthh eight

| of the best clubs in Ireland—sixty—

four men competed.

In actual fact I was never beaten |

in the .“Flfty," and never raced
after 1 was twenty-four years of

age. -
Thus ends Mr Kennae own
summary of his achievemeits,
LETTER FROM AN OLD -
- MUNSTER CHAMPION. .
In bringing this riotice to a eon-
clusion, I would like to express my
sincere appreciation and thanks to
an old Munster champion c¢yclist on
grass and cinders—Mr, Tom ‘Cullen,
now President of the National Ath-
Cycling Association of Ire-
land, for his recent letter, in the
course of which heé wrote: I wish
to express my very best thanke for
your.grand series-of articles in-the-
“TLimerick Leader,” entitled “Great
Limerick Athletes.”

on the athletic fields of Muneter
with most of those great men Whoee
athletic careers you have covered
'so truly and so well. Great friends
of mine in the early years of this
century were that great Leahy

Just famﬂy—-——Con, Paddy', Tom Joe and

Mick., Tipd only came inte promi-
‘nence at the end of my ecycle racing
What a family of athletes!

sovereign, got on the machine again I should say the greatest in the

and the race was started. Every

world as. a family—six brothers all
one expected it to-be a walk over in the top. rank, plus a sister almost

Then othere

me that he had a cemplete reoord_

for Maeready, _who was. leadlng in as geod as the boys

Ryan, Jack Bresnihan, John Flina- |

all hatural athletee born not made

often eta‘rted
pistol

passed their final Judge, we. still

‘*’etalwarte Wrth us—Jack Bresnihan,

|what an iheentive for our present _

j

It was my pri-:
turned Vilege and my pleasure to “soldier” |

of my eld :Eriende of thoee :t‘ar-eff

-----

days govered by you were Pa%ddy
gan, Dan Aherne, Tim Aherne (I
wWas preeent at the 1908, Olympic
Games in London when Tim won |
his gold medal), Jim Bourke, Mick
Creed, and ether great athletes of
that period such as Peter O’Corinor,
Con Walsh, Dems Horgan, Tom and
Larry Klely, Blg Tom Phelan, éte. |
and the Kirwan's of Kllmacthemas,

What men,

Deénis Carey, 1 got to knew well |
in later years. I only knew Frank
Dineen  asg a - handicapper, and IV
to the erack of his'

Your ben pmturee of these great
athletm gilants take me back half|

a century and have helped me. to
live my €arly life over again, What
a pleasure each Saturday night to
read and re-read all these athletic
achievements, many of Whleh I can
recall being_,__
mentioned.” What a galaxy ef ath-.
letic talent and dathletic achievement |
by what we could call “meén from
the farm” ; men whose ouly ‘train-
ing. was théir everyday Work-—
ploughing, sowing, reaping, mowing. |

While most of those gréat men
have finished their last race and

have, Thank God, a. few of the old

Paddy Ryan, Percy Kirwan, La;rry
Kiely, Peter O’Connor and perhaps |
a few others.

Your last two—--—Bﬂl Drake and
Jim Condon—were great friends of
mine. Jim Condon was to my mind
the fnest grass track handleap
rider Ireland ever broduced. By a
coihcideh¢ée ‘I wag at a dinier
Lilerick when Jlm died and I had
fo return next day for the funeral,
By the way, he is buried in Mounti
JergHie, 1ot Deai's Grange Ang-
ther great Co. Limerick cydélist of
later years was my old friend and.
workér Hefe dn the athletic and|
cycling Couticils—Wm, J. (‘Jee”)
Quinlan, of Mooretown,_ Kilfinane,
He Wwas buried  in Dean’s Grange
ln GJctober, 1948, Jim, Pdaddy: and
N‘ Halvey, Dick Matthiews and

ed Cauiﬁeld were of ‘an earller
| generation and in my time,

For some months now . I have
enJeyed the ‘“Limerick Leader”|
every ' week:. No doubht many:|
others, too;, have lived their early
yvears ever agéin like myself. And |

day, picture gbing, apathetic outh |
1f they will only read it all, e};t up

and take} no:tme -
-. GRATEFUL
Mr Cullen has paid a graceful |

tribute t6 the grand Limerick men
it has been my pledsure and pri-
vilege to mention in the course of
these articles, and I am ateful |
to hith for the kind thoug t that’
prompted his letter.

No. 39—Michael Hyn
splilane - ynan of Garry-a




