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RADIT'ION crechts that great

Gael, the late Dan Fraher of
Dungarvan, with the revival of the
standing jumps in his owh. mag-
nificent manhood, {0 see them
flourish during the early days of
the G.A.A.,, and ﬁtfully a . little
later.

It is rather a remarkable thmg
that most of our best jumpers
fromi o mark have come from
South Limerick, South Tipperary
and Leunty Waterford and it is
sad to rélate that with the decline
of those fine old characteristic
events there, they have practleally
disappeared from = our native
arenas

Jumpmg from. a mark decreased

in popularity here when the thrills

provided by track events deflected

public attention from field compe-
titions, but Irishmen continued to
Keep {he sport alive in. Am:emea

STERLING WORKERS

Fraher hlmeelf later though
venerable, but vigorous
and intellect to prove a sterling
- worker through the

T. Keohane, G.. O’Donoghue - d.
Reynolds, T. Walsh, J. Wall, J. J.
Bresnihan, J. Barrett and M.

Creedon, represented the earliest
array of such talent, and until the
advent of Ceurtrey, Barry, Hollo-
way, the Leahys, Beaziey, l\fe’fu-
gan, Con Kiely (our subject this
~week), Monnie Fraher (son of the
fameue Dan) and a few more, had
been without equals in Europe in
amateur ranks: . |

And, of course. I cannot pass Qn
without recalling our own
Fahey, of Gailbally, werlde record
~holder for the three jumps, wulﬂ

in- heart

Jim

formative
years of the G.A.A.; with T. Barry,

R

N

{Ireland some of her beet

"

van in 1913 with a clearanee of 34
ft. 9 me..—the Jast noteworthy per-
formance 6f his we. can find in an
Irish arens. It was ten years later
and sixteen from his first Irish
champlonehlrp ‘success that he set
hig’ world’s record at Chicago, the
date, Septemper 2nd, 1923, What a
trlbute to the natural character of

the event and the natural healthy'

lwmg of the man!

BORN BEFORE THE G. A.A.,
- {on  Kiely, better known as
“Nalie’’ to his many friends and

R

-admlrere of athletlc and football-

ing days, was born in Ballylanders
on  March 20th, 1884, just seven
months prior te the founding -of
the G.AA.

He was bred under the shade of
Galtee Mor, in an area that gave
athiletes
and patriots. Not. far away Jim
Fahey saw light of day, alee Jehn
Blackbutne, wlnlst Freek B. Din-~
neen was gson of Ballvlandere who
did the 100 yards flat in 10 seconds
dead at Macroom in the infant
days of the G.A.A., being. later
President and afterwards Secre-
tary of that organisation. It was
Dinneen that sold the sportsfield
at Jones's Road to the G.AA,, ahd
which is now Croke Park,

In  this ‘area, too, the Flying
Celwmn Wae fermed and there

(k. #—CON KIELY
of Ballylaners

_.(By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH )

]

te a meetmg’ was- by‘
once he walked the eight mlles to

| Il(} mean

elled to Flermev fer the All-Ireland

second;
first, Mlek Leahy and J, J. Hollo-
way tied for second. place -

hurdlee and the 56 lbs..:

7th. 1913, Con Kiely
best ﬁeures for the three jumps—

. 37 ft. 7 ins,, to secure first place.

s1de-ear apd

Aherlew,_, and. won three  first
prizes.  On another occasion, the

late Artie Howard of Kllleen a.

g“reat sportsman, accompanied by
Tem GUII‘V, a Welght—thrower of
qualities, - took “Nalie”
to a sports ieeting at Mifchels-
town in. a donkey and ecart.
“Nalie” won the 100 yarde that day
and came ‘second  in the runmng
hop, etep and _]ump

On July 14th, 1912 Kiely “trav--
G.A A, Athleiic Championships
meeting, and had hard luck to be
beaten an inch fer the three
jumps title, the result:—J. J. Hol-
loway, Baneha,. 33 ft. 3 ms
Con Kiely, 383 ft. 2 ins., 2, Other*
Limerick sucesses on that occasion
1ncluded 100 and 220- yards won
bv J. Keays; long jump, D. M.
O’'Connell  won:; 28 1lbs, M. W.
O’'Brien won with M. Heelan,
high jump, Tim Leahy

M. W.
O’'Brien wag second in the 120 yds.
no follow.

At Aherlow sports on Se ptember
' returned his|

BALL CLUB, BALLYLANDERS

lﬁ?l I

- aggreselen
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in October

for the
final.

Con Xiely,
seasons,
team in
other Ballylanders-
fifteen being Mick
Matty Walsh,

captained 'the

men on

Michael

Crawford, Dave - Conden
Dalton and Dick Caeey

five minutes  when Dan
(Cemmerclale) had te retire
jured.

DISTRIGT ' SUFFEBED -
D BRIT*ISH AGGRESSION

supreme penalty  in defence
national 1ndependenc~e

football teams

the making ‘of ' leermk foetball
history.

I cannot cenelude Wlthot;,t paying

tribute to the great help I have re::
ceived in the compilation of this!

Ballvlandere I tender to

Cor
Kiely the best mshes of his m on

many

to enjoy- his "

dave that are gone for- ever.

town and ceunty, ‘and,

our race have ever chemshed "he
represents a factor in the redlisa-|
tion, or perpetuatlon of our hopes:
that cannot, under Prewdence be
denied sucgcess.
‘No. 59——Mlck

keale.

tlen defeated Cerk at Clonmel fer
the Munster title, and met Dublm,
All-Ireland
The result was a draw of 5
I pointg each Dublin’ Wlnmng the re.
:plav,t at Croke. Park.

sk1pper fer manv
Limerick
that All- Ireland ﬁght
the
Osborne (goal),:
- Davern,:
John Crowley, Pat O’ Donnell Tom
Garrett

Jack
Meade played eubet1tute for thlrty-

Bree*}
iG-

FROM

- Like every district Where the old
'up1r1t prevailed, many of the Bally-
landers men suffered from  British
Several were interned
in foreign jailg and some’ pa1d the
of

Th1 wa
the first brealk in ene of thse bee%

that ever helped in

article from my friend, Willie
Crawford, to Whem I am deeply
grateful. |

And now, ag I prepare te leaver

)

.frlende for further’ 'Years in plenty :
memories . of great'

Con hag brought renown by his!
athletic pre-eminence to'his native|
in ‘the con-{
stancy of his devotion to the ideals|
and aspirations’ ‘which - the .best’ of |

Madigan of Rath-|

. Baek rew-—-—E Noonan, J:"’ Beurke J Deherty, W Dalton, M Oebome, E Ryan, C.

Hannan, R. Casey, J :

- Iuelv. Middie row—dJ. A. Crowley, J. O’Suilivan, C. Klely, P J. O’bonnell (Captain), J. F. G;‘O*Wle__y,

| Deherty, M Cenpers. ;E‘rent mw-—-T Murphy, D, B Cenden, Matt Hayee, M Davern, Matt Walsh.

whose caréer I have already dealt_r

- in thle eerles
The standing jumps were the
'med1

the athletic. Gael. Jumpmg_ from a’
poSition is the. ST
tranefermeeron*l “ ’"e;f
power mte harme»meue
action.
The pegulenty of theee evente

 concentrateds
dynalnle

cline, even in. their great etrenﬂ'—'

holds, before Con ‘Kiely reached hle-

peak, Year by year, the pro-

grammes on’ Whlch ONE Or mere of -

them appeared "becanie fewer and
fewer, and they were being qmﬂkly

a eehedule.

QJMLPCETED WHEREVEB
PQSSIBLE
Oppertunltv dld not: come
often to Kiély as he ceul:i
wished, or as it might nave done
in arller years, Wherever -
_, ehanee of cempetitten ‘offered at
all, it was mostly at raral meet-
1nge in  adjoining - districts, the
acounts’ of whieh rarely reached
the Press of those days.
-~ He eempeted whenever - ‘possible.
His heart was in “these famlllar

tests of cultured wgeur and itis a

S0

many other old loyers of the tradi-

'-tlenal Irish events, that these an- |-

cient Gaelic’ eenteste, ‘toe-to-toe,
. seem deetlned to fall
-morselesy oblivion here

Jim Fahey strove with -success

the sports arenae of thsa
- cas. Hig. fellow
Leahy and Ahearne — being allied
with him in old associations and
happy  recollections,
towards the same honourable end,
and the American Athlefic Umen
gave a place of esteem to our dis-
tinctive jumps
them here, America thus securcd
additions - to its . world fame

through the exploits of Irishmen 5he1f.{ht he would make a Woﬂd-

who often had not the eppertunl
ity of prevlng the1r prowess at
home. .

Theee';iumpe a dlstmetwe feat--

ure of the days when - athletles
here were under G.AA.
were restored in the progamme of
the Ttailteann Game), but little
hal., been heard of themr emee Will

not be a disgrace if we allow
rhem to perleh‘? Yet we seem in-
clined o do so,
fatuous 1dea of a etereotyped mter—-
nationalism that ~ wouyld

natinneg Af Aiatinesfiva haastimeas anA’

through whieh he  suceess- |
fully eesayed to express the tradi--
tional athleticism of the Celt. Theyi :
were his forte, ‘and in thaf choice |
we can discern -the fiull compass. of

have

a ;

co-operated

that wag derued

eyat rel .
I Connell of Ardpatrick.

| COLLECTED SOMETHING LIKE

i pursuit of a -

rob all

1

.

i

P

-l

| shed their young
g 'he bright heather of the

ldon led t e Gal

pinto. 4
Tits

dafslr
nad’ urtfertupatew begun 10 de- Willie

| van. Mltcheletewn.

venues

also manv ef eur young athletes
life - biced to-
stain
Galtees in the cause of freedelrl :
And from Anglee]eere came the
renowned leader of the Flg'ht for
Independenace " General ‘Liam
Lynch, and Wl‘]{lle ‘Condon. " Con-

ee Fenian. Brlgade-‘

elstown, .where two
membere ‘Werg’ shot deadiin
Square by Brltlsh polleemen
the Fex;gay Fla

‘Condon's daugh er,
Hanme C’endon Cleary. -

ALI-IRELAND.

ting ~ Limerick, in 1917, for All-
Ireland heneurs Was captamed by

team. They drew with Dublm the

first day but Were beaten 1n the.
_{re-play. -
A.fter this game most of the-

embers laid aside their . feetball"
gl oots and went tralmng in defence

of * Mother Ireland Tand  to-day
there sleeps in the scattered
Republican Plots of Limerick

County many of these bravest of

the brave. Next June a memorial

will be unveiled in Ballylanders to,
their memory and  “INalig" Kiely,

jwith God’s help, will be. there to

cause of orief ta him now, and +o pay his tribute to those of his old

comrades who gave their all for
Ireland of their dreame.
Con. Klely 15 ae eetwe to-day as

into 3!‘"»‘.’?‘ {he was forty years aga, and only

last year resigned the Treasureship
of the foothall club: . He is to be

to establish and: mamtaln them m-'__‘ met at all the G.A.A. ﬁxtures in-his

Am eri--
Lzmerlek emles—~—-'

area, and his friendly manner and
warm hahd shake are well known.

“Nalie’’ began his athletic career

in 1904 and continued for nigh
twenty years. He eompeted in the

| lat "events-——~100 vards, 220 and 300

| —besides  his = favourite  three
| Jumps, the running hop, etep- and
Jump and the standing hop That

great athlete, Beazley of Cork re-
marked coricerning Kiely that “if
had another two inches in

champion three jumper.”
The Ballylanders man says, that

iin his opinion, the best athletes of
|his time were Fahey of Galbally;

J. K. Beazley of Cork Iand Dave

10 PRIZES,

At large and small meetings
“INalie” eellected somethmg like
seventy prizes, the prmelpal
at which he competed in-
cluded Mallow, Fermoy Dungar-
Galballvy ~ Kil-

_:,_H-Ci% Klel__ 33 .ft 1.1
fﬂ&&uneterﬁ'ﬁhr e'e it urnp S T
| I garvan on Se tember 5tn
g is hel_ﬂ}. _bY. 0

believed

ellmmated frem the champlennhlp-~§ g&% %gg’ ,;Lélrde t;nerg%lgg Boafll ggg{

AT ALLIRISH GA.A.
- CHAMPION SEHIPS |
He had another narrow defeal
at the All-Ireland GAA Athletic
Champl_epsth meeting at Mallow
July '18th, 1914, the official re-
turn for the three ]I.IIIIDS readmb.
J. K. Beazley, 34 ft, 24" ins. first;
ms., eecend

AN ) s W lzhs
£ Du

1915 ne
insthe: d1et1ngulshed

was: tellewmg

rS. | footfalls of his ~rénowned father,
- | His distance was 35 ft.
TEAM THAT REPREeENTED ige

T S 33 ft 5‘1 1115.

A Jumer feetbal;l team repr‘eeen— 1 “Nalie”

4 ins. and
on Kiely Tilled second place at

‘never . emeked was a
very moderate drinker and always
in sound ordinary food
during ‘training. Like- most  honest
men i this world, he is a toiler, a

I.shoemaker by trade, and a deeent
.eubelstence is his awym in life,

in
his active days he used walk and
run abeut five miles in the morning
whilst in the evening he ‘would
meet at the Cross for the casting
of weights or hop into an adjoin-

ing fietld and practice jump S.

Klely says that Rev. Fr Finn,

P.P.,, was tne 1aeteet runner ne
ever met, a great eprmter who
won All-l’reiane titles in the 100 and
220. yards, in 1911 and 1915, and
would have had much mere to his
credit only for the fact ‘that he

was absent from Ireland durmg

"hls best yeers

On the occasion that Klely
Walked to Aherlow he suffered a
scalded heel He tcek off his boots
and socks and ran barefeoted to

the meeting, earrymg off most of

the prizes that day.
-His most exciting rememberance

j1e of a sports meeting in Ballylan--

ders where a Press reporter” was
struck in the hip by a hammer
thrown by one .of the eompetlters.
The man was Iucky 10 escape
death but he carried a l1mp for
the rest of his days.
N oT ENOUGH SPORTS
MEETINGS.

Kiely feels that our echeels and
colleges are turning out very good
athletes, but the zest seemis to be
gone from our country youth,. the
men who in former years put the
Irish flag flying in the athletic

[ Rpepp—y Y .T

arenas ef the world. He holds that !

befere the advent of motor cars
or the plentiness of bu:zveles we
enjoyed the golden age of athlet-
ics in this country, when our

yvouth aseembled at the cross roade |

of an evening .and indulged
various athletic events. He lields

too, that therg are not eneuigh ef:
eperts meetmge now to keep thef




