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GREAT LIMERICK SPORTSMEN

E 8t Patfick's Club played 1l|3
first ‘match, as “Ponnywell,"
on @ historig occasion in the his-
torcy of the Limerlclk GAA.
‘he date was March 2lst, 1886,
almost & vear and a half after the
founding of the Gaelic Athletic As-

the dﬂ?ﬁlﬂ]}j‘l{:nt 9f hurling and
football in merich.

men . were' particularly

In the welghts and jumping events,
setiing standards in these which
for years were numbered not only
with' the best of the home arena
but of the world stadia also.
Hurllng and football activity in
the first year of the new G.AA, was
confined to the ‘enterprise i the
main of o few' clubs, notably Sc
Michael's, Shamrocks, Crecora and
ool ebariiea it Miling and the
fame mmercials. in football,
FIRS1! m'TEMﬂTﬂEFHTY CL

: . MATCH. _
Shamrocks, who were actually in
axistence “fwo ‘wyears before the
foundation of the GAA., were the
firat * Limerick hurling team to
travel oputside the for &
game. © This they did in the early
apring’ of . 1886 and the venue
cﬁus&n was Ballina, where they
played a temm from Killaloe, ap-

ropriately. named the incoras.
'E'hi!'p!lh‘ made history for their
meeting was the first inter-county
club match played in Munster,
The Clarenien won by a gpoal, and
Kincora made the event an unfor-
gettdble one h{ the hospitable rman-
ner fn which they received the
Limerick lads, who were lavishly
entertained. after the pame, Music
jand song whiled away the pleasant
‘hours, and this first great social

gutherimg between the Gaels from | Wiy to the

opposite sides of the Shannon nur-
tured o warm friendship that has
wedathered the passage of
Years,

Ao return match  was arranged
for Rosbrien, which aroused un-
precedented interest. The
contl t weres accompanied by a
splendid band, dressed
tive uniforms, while the Boherbu
Band, led by their popular banﬁw
master, the late 'Brien,
headed a great concourse from the
City to the scene of battle

THRILL-PACHKED STRUGGLE,

It was a thrill packed struggle,
Again- fought in true apo
spirit, and the scenes and excite-
ment of the occaslon left not alone
& lasting impression but actually
drove the populace hurllng mad.

The Clare lads repeated the suc-
cess of the. Ballina game and by
the exaet’' same ~'mMArgin. They
afterwards scored also at the fea-
tive board, where they were enter-
tained on an elaborate scale,
An ‘added attraetion on the scca-
slon of the Rosbrien match was
the meeting of Commercials and
FPennysvell in  football, which
proved a tremendous gamg fought
at'd fast pace and very closely con-
fested: ;
The Pennywell lads, encouraged
by the fine” display of that occa-
sion, decided on forming a club
and the result was the formation
of 5t. Patrick’s.
The Club was represented as
such the Elg-eelal Convention of
the G.A.A held at Thurles on Sep-
tember. ,_ 1886, 8t which a reso-

lution wa® adopted:; deciari that
persang playing under . or
other non-Gaelic. rules canndt [ be
admitfed a5 members of &n:.r
branch of the GAA, _

B e s L T A Pl b o £

IN FIRST COUNTY SENIOR
FOOTBALL (HAMPIONSHIP,
St Patrick’s - took Ea“t in the
first Limerick County Senior Foot-
ball . Champlonship, and

pl
eagily in each, going down before
5t. John's in the upeni%g‘ round of
the 1887 title fght, and losing to
MNationals at the zame stage the
following vexr, i

St. Patrick's again went out be-
fore Bt. John's in the first goume of
the 1880 senior football cmn:;fn,
but the margin on this occcasion
was the odd peint in seven, after
2 -igamg in which St. Patrick's had
a lot of the play but missed a fow
vital scoring opportunities,

i The subsequent display of &St
John's. indicated the faet that St
Patrick's were gradually becoming
a mnth%; Inrcf::r ﬂfn;]‘ :I'Juhn‘u:
Coun n piayad a
| Derryknockane, and. In  mhidk
thelr opponents wers the far
famed mercials, who had the
first All-Ireland crown with &
t.wentj.hb:n?_ which was drawn ex-
clusively from their own club.

A splendid tussla for supremacy
iwas spoiled a djaguta arising
over a-goal claimed by the Comn-
mercials and disputed by 8t. John's.
The result. was an wunfinished
mateh, the score standing
sation. of .*plg_ar: St, John's, U-; Com-
mereial’s, 1 {dfsputam. A

sociation, but a very early stage in.

The early stages of GAA, activ-I
ity was mainly conflned o athletic

flelds, and in thiz branch Limerick |
prominent |
and figured with distinction, mainly ||

Ned Lawlor of St. Patrick’s

knockane,

find
the | and
- Croom for their semi-final tie, and
when the scores j
cials, 0-2; St John's, 0-1, a disputs
{:hm;gl;]'_.uﬂ and the match was not fin-
i ]
in attrac- | replay, Both
the scoresy made at the first meet-
ing and this took place at Dromin,

ed in 1888 but went out rather " How St

'a[{c'l-ii.i;l"the following vear, and their

gnd

Lawlor, -determined on - e st

dishandment

on the  oecasion, =g

qualified to meat St. Patriclk's
To Dromin again the sideg jour-
neyed, and on June ‘1st,. 1390, St

crowhn-—the seventieth

JAndrew Heane,
Shechan, J,. EBarton,

(By SEAMUS 0 CEaLLAIung

had no eguivalent in points ot this
period, 80 thg Commercials'

was & victory one, if upheld by the
County BHoard. The latter did this,
o ﬂ;mmernials t the title

Not satisfied, St. John'y 1
the Commercials to pr‘::ﬂ mtlﬁfr
right to ihe title and  the teams
agreed to 'meet again gt Derry-
with Maurice Moynihan
of Traleo as referee, 8t “John's
won 0-7 tg but’ Commercials
£ oo 3t e
_ W not recogn
by the County Board, St John's
subsequently p‘la{'ﬁq the. Clare
champions, the: William O'Briens
of I{ildﬁspﬁé-an;i beat them 04 to
it ]

0-2, at 1
;events epncouraged St

These ;
Patrick's,’ and their captain, Ned

courge of training and a well-
planped schedule of ‘matches in
preparation, for. the assault on tha
1890 county. erowmn, | :
Political -iroubles, however, up-
set his plans considerably and the
impact ofgthe “Parnall 1it" had
itz effect on many clubs, dissension
within “tha xi_anlra ﬁ“ﬁhﬁ the
1 of ma well-known
cnﬁh:jluntiuna'_ 7 ’ __u.
ed  succeeded in  keapin -
Fatrick's intact but his ;nleﬁlzni .
succession of games afainst lead-
Mcun:ﬁi:ila wt“i iﬁpﬂﬂlbl& o
mnet - Ik v
:irnum:t.a.mms_ PR
NED EARNESTLY.
However, tha lads under his
command ftrained earnestly ang
with ~determiation. to Suceeed
they entered the 1800 campaign in
very confldént moaod, ;
B success of their efforts was
xe pronounced and they had
Hitle |:IH!|.“.J:'.1JJ.E'l Iin working - their
al. ;

Thl}g had to wait for a while to
heir opponents, St. John's
Commercials - journeyed to

steod, - Commer-

- The County Board ordered a
teams to be allowad

0 score was made by either side

Cnmmer-:iqla

Pafrick's won their first County
L Anniversary
of which success they will celebrate
next yYear
-TERRIFIC STRUGGLE

It-was & terrific struggle between
powerful men in which carnestness
and vigour made up for any laek |
of secience and combination, %Cig
strong defenders were not easily
vercome, and in the cpowded space
[“'ith forty-twg' players operating
tough &nd tenacious play was the
only kind possible. _

With enly three scores in it the
exchanges were unrelenting all the
way, with enthusiasm at fever pitch !
all through a second half that was |
unforgettable for its wilg headlong
forward rushes and 'the do-or-die
stand of stone wall. back men St
Patrick's won, 02 tg 0-1, and soi
were the first side to take the senlor
football crown from the great Com-
mercials, who  had captured the
1887, 1888 and 1889 titles, and Mun-
ater vand  All-Treland honoures a8
well, in 1887

TEAM

THE s

Ned Lawlor captained thag great
team, the other members of wWhich
were J. Troy, T. Reilly, J. Croas,
M, Lawior. P. Hayes, D. Kelleher,
W. McMahon, M, Ryan, J. Scanlon,
D. Breénnan, T. Gough, J. Jordan,
D. Dugéan, F.
P, rap, .

MoMahon, J. Hynes and E, Eyan.
‘Fatrick's won the title

bid for’ the Munster crown will
be told in the next article,
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Ned Lawlor Of St. Patrick’s

(CONCLUDED)

T, PATRICK'S, as county chame-
pionsz, had the representation of
the county in the 1890 All-Trelond
senlor football champlonship ties.
Althopgh provincial councils were
not esiablished at the period the
campetition was played on & pro-
vinctal basis, and Limerick wera
drawn against Kerry in bhoth horl-
ing and football
The games weee flxed. for Tralee
on Aupgist 3 1880, and ‘A great
crowd assembled for the play. For
Korry It proved & very satlisfying
day for they won both games with

snmathinﬁﬂlu BPAre.
A TTLE OF WITS.

&t. Patrick’s were opposed by the
renowned Lunne Banpers and e
fell to the lob of Ned Lawlor to
counter the wilea of the well-kKnown
gathlete, J. P, OSullivan, of Killor-
glin, Eetween the pair it was a
renl battle of wits and their ex-
changes were the highlights of o
ame that hefd intereat ol the way,
eapite the fact that the Hangers
won, 0.9 to'nil. The foothall was
typical old time stull, with plenty
of earnesiness and enthusiasm, but
lacking much of the selonge which
Fas made Gaelic football such a
popular game in recent times, The
"Hingdom"  luds were the heavier
ot and were guicker to take the
chancez that offered. They. how-
ever, failed to get throwgh to the
net, a tribute to the tenacity of the

Limerfck defenders who  brobke
manv h!:a.lll:m‘lﬁ: 1;|:1.t||:'gEEl A what
would now ¢ rated  ruthless
faghion,

THE KERERY HURLING WIN

The Kerry football win did not
come as a great surpridge, for the
fame of the Eillorglin lads hod
already spread throughent the pro-
wince, but the sucoess of the Herry
hurlers bordered on the sensptionnl.
Kitmoviey FRobert Emmets  beat
South Libertieg 1-68 to 01, a vie-
tory that wag only the forerunner
of the pgramd All-Ireland soaccess
achiteved hy the bowvas from Bally-
duff the following year.

The referee of both Tralee games
waa Frank B. Dinnesn, of 1=
landers, the only persen ever to
hold the two great posts In the
GoAcA, of President and General
Secretary, Later, he sold to the
Association the sportg ground at
%?an?{ﬁ'a Hoad which is now Croke

rk.

EFFECTS OF FARNELL SPLIT

The effociz of the “Parnell split”
taok heavy toll of GAA, clubs be-
tween the completion of the. 180
champlonships and the commence-
ment of thoze for the following
year, A special converntion of the
Aszocination held in the Pillar Room
of the Rotunds, Dublin, on Wed-
nesday, July 22, 1E8]1, decided un-
animously ih favour aof Me, C. B
Parnell's leaderzhip for the national
movement, an action which had the
effech of alienaling the sapport of
miany rermberd, with the result that
in Limerlek, as in other countles,
the number af affilinted clubs de-
creaged consideraBly, and those
that remained were only able to
earcy an with the aid of some mem-
bers of the dishanded elubs. The
"split" proved a seriouz blow to
the Association and resulted in the
Lrepking up of many famods cluba.

The entrlea for the 1801 county
championships reached on all time
low level. Deapite the lack of mem-
bers, however, ths compotition
proved a most exoiting one in hoth
hurling and foofball, and was
playvied off in record time, attrasting
much public interast,

COUNTY FINALS

The County finnlz took place at
Loughmore, Mungret, an Sunday,
July 17, and wera wilnessed by a

bifg crowid. 1
hurling took place fArst and
saw Treaty capture thelr flest

county ‘crown, doing se ot the ex-
pense of South Liberties, whom
they heat 2-1 to 1-0. The Thomond- |
gate lads were assisted by seven
members of the dizbanded 2t

dichael’n Clab, and Jack Connors, IJ

o former Libertics gonlleseper, alzo
lined out with them. South Liber-
tleg were alded by several members |
q[ﬁ former Mungreb Club.

n the foothallers ined out,
the County Litle holders, St Pat-
rick's, caused a surprise i}y inciud-
ing In thelr team & couple of thea
Treaty players who had just weon
the hurling championship. Theae
included the Inte Dan MelNolee,
who was afterwards Seerelary of
the Limerick Harbour Board, and
one of the very fow who eonld |
ctaim to have won two Limerick
senlor champlonship medals on the
game day—hurling and foolball,
FOUGHT AT A TEERRIFI( FACE

=t Patrick's hod again as their

nents the renowned Limerielk

ommercials, who had managed to:

rotain  the allegiance of the big
bulk of their Fiayera-

The econtest wag o magnificent.
one, fought at a terrifle pace, with |
both sides dtaplaving great deter-
mination, energy and qnlhu:-slnam.]
A stonewall 5t Patriek's . defence |
wiis the blg feature of the game
and was mainly responsible for de—|
ciding the issue in “Saints’” favour, |
1-2 ta 0=f,

Limerick teams failed to survive
the opéning. round of the AllIre-|
land inter-county championship, In
genior  hurling Treaty met Bally-|
duff (Ferry) and won by a polnt, !
but Ballydulf objected on the
grounds that time was up when the
winning point was scored, and to
the gurprise of all the objection
wis upheld and a mrpl%g..'" ordered, |
which Ballydufl waomn, [ Hl::l.'r_'l-'-l;
men afterwards became champions
of Munster and later of lrela.n{l-—lg
the only hurling title ever secured |
by the “"Kinpdom" CGaels. i

In footbmll, St Patrick's were fixad |
Ly Dungarvan (Waterford) |
and the match was arranged for |
Fermoay on & week day. The Lime-
rick lads were unable to field o
team and sought a Sunday fixture
which wag refused, They were
then foreed to concede a walk-
aver,

COUNTY CONVENTION

When the County Convention as-
sémbled at the Town Hall on Fab-
ruary 3, 1882, Mr. J. Sheshy, Sec-
retary, reported having written I'.ul
T8 eluba in the county asking them
te support the County Board amnd
provent disunion, Only 16 elubs
had afiliated. The Conewntion de-!

cided to circularise all the cluba
again and endeavour to reorganise |
them. |

The effort failed, with the result |
thaet no  county l:humﬂinhshiﬂai
wers organised in Limerick for the |
following three years—an unfortun- |
ate circumstance for the St. Pat-|
rick's lads, whe looked well :ap—|
able of holding on to the title for a
congideérable time, an epportunity |
which wag denied them becanse of
the political dissenzions sweeping
the country. !

Limerick did not compete In the |
All-Treland champlonshipa for 1882
or the few following years, ancd the
GoAGA. had reachod real low water
mark by 1383, when anly three
conrties {Dubiin, Cork and Herry)
gant delegates to the annual con-
gresa at Thurles.

LIMERICK COUNTY BOARD

RESIREECTED

The Limerick County Board was

resgrrected st o couity eonvention

| Commercinls. went on

held on November 11, 1554, nnd
within n short time plaE.ring Held
activities were in full swing again. |

2+, Patrick's, under the Pres-|
idency of Joseph Keane and with
T. Carroll as Secretary, were not|

long in getting the bulk of the for- |
mer players back on the active
aervice Hat, and Ned Lawlor wae
agnin entrusted with the position
of Captain:

The first outing was againsg 5t
ofin’s, who wers defeated after a

eloge  gnd  interesting ghme,. A
challenge with Kilmurry followed,
mulh this ended in a draw — 1-3°
each..

The Murphy Cupz wete inauogs
ursted soan after the re-establish-
ment of the County Board, and S5i.
Patrick™s, in their Initial game in
the football, hed a good victory
aver Croom. They suffered their
firgt defent in many years in &
Ldmerick competition when, at
Bunratty, on March 206, 1808, they
lost te Coonagh, 0-5 to 01, in the
spcond round of the Murphy Cup.

THE FINAL

Deapile this reverse, they saue-
e in qualifying for the final
of the Murphy Cup, which was

played on the league system, and |
thiz decider took place on Soptem-
ber 8, Commerciala revenging
their two big championship de-
foats, to win 2-6 to 1-2. When ane
realizeg that later the Same ¥OAr
to take All-
Treland honours it fakes much of
l;fhnt sting out of the “Saint'a” de-
eat.

It was the beginning of the emd,
however, for 2t Patrick's. Many
of the okl stnlwaris were beginn-
Ing to feel the burden of the years,
and with the retirement of such
atars a&as  MNed Lawlar, Mick
(*Tank") Ryan, Andrew HKeane
and 1r Duggan, the elub even-
tually went uwotl of existence, con-
tinuing =so0 for many years, unti a
new gencralion arose ta  revive
the old - fooibail traditions and fol-
lawt in the glor footstops of men
like Med Lawlor, whose deeds on
the football feld are enshrined in
the memories wf those who had
any association willh the first days
af trivmph, when the GGA.A. was
VOUNE.




