- what eclipsed in hig early competi-

. with 6 ft.

- he
championshlpe of the,t

. 3<dms. a

' have added many dther victories to ell

- brother, Paddy, one of the greatest

ON LEAHY Wes the eldest
member of - the world-famous

:Eelml of ;;umpere and he.d a dis~-
-tmgmehed athlietic career. Some-

~-tions. by his - Dbrilliant Dbrother,
<~ Paddy,: by careful training this
-ce'el lithe, swarthy athlete worked
u hze form till in 1901 he cap-
| 'tured the G.A.A. h:gh Jjump cham-
pionship with 5 ft. 11% -ins. He
- Tollowed this up with a sequencs,
_'Wmmn the "event .in- 1802 with 6
- ft., in 19{)3 with .6 ft 23 ms,

;-]904 with 6 ft. 2. ins. and in- 1906
In 1905 he won the Eng-

on thls partlcular oeceelen were
. swopping rather “tall” stories in
ireeountlng marvelloue things they
halclil done in f']umplng and ether.'i
athletic pursuits, = - -
- lish championship with 5 ft. 10 ins.,{ Ase rthep eppreaohed ”Mannlxe
ond also established a sequence,’ gate,” Wthh stood 5 ft. 8 ins, hlgh,[
winning in 1906 with 6 ft., in 1907’ep1ked on top, one of them asser-
with 6. ft, angd in 1908 with 5 ft ted that he had Jumped it a few
- 11 ins. evenings previously. '
~ “Con Wee a suoeeesful eempetltor It was. generally- edmatted a8 4
at the -Olympic Games held in 'grand - performance, and the youth
- Atheng in 1906, where he won the ful boaster was implored to do it,
high jump from & field of fifty-! again ‘“only once” for the edifica-,
- seven competitors, in broiling  sun,!tion of the Company.
. the. competition  lasting eleve:di All' appeals neturelly got the
" heure—-tru1y 3, wenderful feet of ‘“deaf ear’ but meanwhile, Con had !
endurance." laid his ‘bundle of books on. thel
- In 1905 C‘en Lee.hy represented roadside, and buttoning - his coat, !
: Irela,nd in the annual athietic cen-{-be,de the other chaps stand baek
-iest against Scotland, and won the! They thought he was carrying. on
‘high jump at 6 £t 1 in. and the the joke ‘when he began to tiptoe
-_long' jomp. at 22 ft. 5% ins., while "at the other side of the road. but|
“walked over” for the IAAA .when he came to the centre W1th|
year with \his pele face ‘a shade whiter, and
¢ ft. and 20 ft. 10 ins., respectively. ieet in lines, of certain detelz'ne,u'le.-1
In 1992 he won the G.A.A. lgng tion, he gathered speed, and with
Jump Ch&mplonShlp with 22 ft. 2 a m1ghty bound was over the- for-|
ins.. and the hop, step and .’lump blddmg-loekmg eplkee ei_r?d eudrvey.
 championship ef the same year at, ing his pals from the other side
46 ft. ‘8 .ins., - also Wmnmg the{ | A DARING FEAT.

- standing hOp , step ~ and Jumoi - It Wae one of the most dalll’lf_’:
ehempmnemp Of 1905 Wlth 31 it. ffeete that could be 1mag1ned and
o the hero who did it was the least
-j :W’ON 220 PR.IZEen AND MEDALS ‘r conceérned of the bunch & of boys, ]
- ~In all, Con Leahy won two hun- whose hilarity of a moment before
. dred ‘and twenty prizes and medals was swiftly changed ‘to awe  and,
“ during his athletic career, and it wonder and silent respect for the
must be remembered that he would quletest and least boe.stful of them

meet promlsmp: athletes

- hig list but he was up against hls lee

i 14)—- CON LEAHY
of Cregane

(By SEAMUS o CEALLAIGH )=

he get pne eecond to hlS brether'

1 class,

_'.__Jumpers of all time, and other re-
“noewned athletes, including -

also "a wonderful Jumper, and a
world’s record holder. in his fav-
- ogurite event, the-long Jump -
- Con- Leehy was born in Creg&ne,

- ?'the parish of Colman's Well, in the

~County of Limerick in 1876. Of a
. sehsitive and retiring dlSpOSltlon,
“he grew up a shy schoolboy, fond

of study and ‘seclusion, .and it .was}

only the inherent ' lure of- " the

" sports field that brought him into
~contact with the ecrowds that were
later to prove such admirers of one
of the greatest of a grand galaxy
-o[ Limerick athletes.

His love of the arena mgre.duelly !

melted down ‘his reserve, his in-|
~ sularity became ‘less and less.
noticeable and he wag soon recog-|
‘nised as one of the leading authori-!
athletics, his knowledge of -the
performanees of the great masters
of: the sports - field, records; ~dates
S'end like data, bemg mdeepreed

ASTOUNDED HIS SCHOOL -
| IWA’I“ESl |
Flrst 1nd1ee.tlon of the te,lem

itself in - such
was ‘revealed.;

-that was to prove
.a.mple meae*uﬁre later,

“to a group of astounded schoali

‘mates when Con, 'at. elxteen, _Wae
) returnmg home oOne ‘evening
-early - summer,
C.B.S., ‘where “he. was.

'he,rd for ‘an ex.e,mme.tlen

His pe.le, like most youths 'of hutf*E

“Con was slow to put on the Wer-

the|

femed Peter” O“Lonnor Who ~'was | tor Put like the proverbial snail

} 'meneed to creep before he could
walk, and first stripped at Kilfin-
ane on Auguet 15th, 1895, where he|
 peting - against

rery in the same year, and. eeeured
to<. his credit two geconds,

'which. date he repaired to Cobh,

-and
- Queen’s Coilege, Cork, he tied with

; h being outpaced by ihe
“ties on. all matters connected. wﬁh*mﬂe bot g b Y

dogged pereeverenee of this new

eprmmpal meetings

in
dfrom. Rath Luire
etudymg'

paint, because his early perform-
e.ncee were of a8 mediocre charac-

that got to Jerusalem by the sheer
dint .'of perseverance, Con . com-

was . second in the helf mile. .com-
some well- known

performere He travelled to Kildor-

in the;
half and quarter, respectively, after

where In a br:lha,nt rece for: the
half mile he beat the ' renowned
Grerald Irvme for first pleee | -

Thle ;;ave ‘him a new 1mpetus
in: the following ' year,K at

Irvine for sgcond pleee in the half-

R. Byrne To show
-self—wnl and

celebrated T
the extre,ordmary

Paddy, in the long Jump, and
cleared the bar at '5it. Oins. in- the
high jump to take first place. The
same d
enother second in the hurdlee

"From that on he never look'ed_
beeh, and guickly developed into
& consistent ‘performer of a high

his - main ehemploshlp
'and need only add that his h1ghest
‘jumps were near approachesto the
then = - existing . world’s - records.
Noteworthy perfermances of  his
Ancluded: Running high Jump
4 7/8 ins. .at Adare, 1908: 6 ft. 4%

Templemore and Limerick, 1904;
running long jump, 23 ft, 4 ins. e,t
Listowel, 1901; running hop, ste
and jump, 49 ft. 7 ins. at Ashford
and Banteer, 1902 880 yarde, won
at Cobh, 1895 120 yards hurdles,
won_at Kllmellock end Midleton,
1898; pole jump, 9 ft. 7 ins., .d.t

ft at Broedferd 1901
| IﬂSITORIO OGOASION

When the, Amencan Jones, Wen.

the high Jump champmnemp at thellet the matter rest there, and when |

Third . Olympmd, neither Con :nor
Paddy was a competitor, but ‘both

met -him on a: historic occe.smn in

1900 at the Mardyke, Cork. - There
wasg a. blg entry fer the event and
at .5 ft. 10-ins. all the- emall fry
Were ehmmeted ‘and ‘only the Tre-

doubtable brothere and the Ameri-|

can remamed Jones failed .at. 6
ft. 1 “Con. went ‘half. an inch
hlgher' &nd Padd Salled over. the
bar at 6 ft. 2% ins.

ovation given to a:winner;

away.

In. 1902 Oon Wes ae coneletent as'
ever and onl

he passed 49 ft, in the hop. Hvery

yvear from this forwe.rd to 1908 he|,
accounted for the high jump in thel
Ireland v. Scotland: encounter, but|
the - crowning - triumph of hig lifel |

wag to come at thé Olympic Gamesg
‘at” Athens
was represented by Con -
Peter O’Connor of Waterford, and|
J. P.-Daly of Galway. Con won the
high jump at -5 ft. 10% ins., Peter

the hop, step "and Jump,. end Wae1

second in the long jump, and: Daly
drew the etanderd medal

champion: “athlete, he went to. five ﬁve mileg “flat.

in - that vyear,!|
{and mve,rie.blv only eeptured
seconds in the high and long jumps’
and a now and then eeeend 111 the
120 ‘yards hurdlee A -

SET THE BALL ROLLING ]
| shamroek on left brea,si;

In 1897 he set .the ball rolhng*

'by picking up 'two more seconds
in the ‘long and h1gh Jumpe
ing Tom Woods,
- champion, . at the leerlek ALA,

‘beat-

the preweus

held in- June, - Kllmelloek
held m Jud’f.Jr end here

meeting
ﬁxture wee

e13r at their own.  expense, ex
that 2. e Thoent

collar- and -

lapels, with' a

the front, also with

the recognised . national

fla
Irelend -at :the . tlme £

bearm

of

‘Brath” gold — and meaeurmg
about 6 feet by 4 feet. |

. the Games
-torles achieved by the
- men as. British, but the worthy trio

- their |
,Greece whose function. it was to:
" hoist the flag of. vxctory for the re-|
presentatwee

ay he added to his laurele-'
-.- | was -coneerned, for ‘he refused to

6 ft.

ins. at Brrill, 1901; 6 ft. 4% ins. g ALy

i_.W&terferd man,;
| gymnast; qulokly cllmbed a twenty-|
foot post and. remamed aloft for

vent any persen
Never was| O'Connar, ‘whose rapid
there such enthuelé.sm or eueh an|
Tha
crowd . went 'mad, e,nd cheer e,fter.
cheer echoed from the ﬁeld and"

fthe American Press gave the

comment reading:
'degenerates—Englend ‘supreme

y on three occemensi?hﬁp’ step. and jump- ferme a large:

at twenty-—three recorded meetings
was he under the six-foot ‘mark in}

the - high ,
e - high jump, and’ severe.l tlmee_“e ‘mavy

‘morning, papere

in 19086, When Ivele.nd.
Lee,hy, I

111 thej

they - were prewded with | P
lovely green blazers . bound with |l
I gold braid around. the gides, . euffe :

eld { timely - death.

and g'reen_-_‘: came as- a- gree.t

caps to match and shamrock .on
green. flags — |
| fied to the esteem
‘the
eunburet and the words “Elre o

REFUSAL TO AO;KNOWLEDGE |

| BRITISH FILAG.

The . Enghehe team cempetmg et-
tried to class. the vic-
great Irish-|

refused to aeknewledge the British|
flag, and ' presented the flag of.
gountry- - to the - Klng

- of  the Wlnmng'
nationg and - present the . olive}
crown 'to. each victor. - |

It ‘'was a bold bid for inter:
national recogmtlon but it did not
succeed as far as .the Greek Ruler

recognise Ireland as an indepeéen-
dent nation and Knew of it only as
a. dependency of Britain, hevmg no |

I have: already méntioned. Parliament of her own,

eucceeeee "

The King's son, ,Prlnce George
had chief control of the games;
and a letter was addressed . to him|
objecting to the three Irlehmen 1
beihg deecnbed a8 BI‘ItlSh in ‘the

published prog*ramme of the ath-

letic events, and stating ‘emphatic-
‘that they repreeented Ireland, |
that theif expeénses were paild. by;:

themselveg “and. that they strongly
-.ebJected
Pibeing recorded .
points for En; gland,
came - before the Olymplc Commit-
tee, where, on - a’ vote, the British|
'scored a Vietory, the Greek . dele-
gateg su yhorting. ‘the claim of the.l
Broadford 1901: 16:1b.. hammer 16| £

it eueceeeful to any wins
in - any way as
The  Tetter |

former. that Irelend wee a. cen&

. quered nation.”

SENSATIO NAL DI ePLAY _
However& the Irlehmen aid’ not'

the Union, Jack was heleted to de-|

‘note the v1cterv of - Peter O'Connort

‘step. and . jump, the|
an eceemphehed-;

in“'the hep,

some time waving: hie Ie.rge green|
flag, with" Con waving his from the
ground underneeth, all the .time|
standing guard Wlth -Daly to pre-
“interfering - with|
‘elimh ‘and
protest ‘caused a great eenseﬂien |

The Engheh were furloue but |
in-
-much-. pubhelty, ‘a typical
" “Who talks  of}
in:

c:ldent

headline in .. .one of  the -British
When the news
from -Athens.is so glorious as' thisp
well  overlook the fact:
“the,t the ‘Enghehman " who  was
ﬁupreme is named: O’Connor and
cemes from Waterford.”:. - .

. Can Leahy wag second to Q'Con-

nor in that memoreble hep, gtep
end Jump event.:” . /
- IN PRIVATE LIFE |

In private life,- Con was qulet

'ellent honeureble and ' deeply reli-
gious.

He worked for some years
in ‘the .County Council . offices’ in
Cork, where. his: graceful personal-
ity- Wen many sincere friends, = :

Leter he emigrated to the U.S. E'Le

They attended the gamee entlr--:. but New York life did.not suit hin

health. .- A serious .attack of
neumoma left him. weak and fron
his he never really recovered.”Hi
‘final illness- was hrief,” and his ur
in- December 192
‘shock - to  hp
_legmn ‘admirers. . Hundreds &
flgral - tributes at- hls burial test—
in which  th\
great athlete end sterlmg IflShIIlc
was ‘held., . . - g
No; 1e~—~Fra.nk Dmneen ef lall'i‘

dca,y Were e,thletlcelly mmded and'_:;

. _,...,_..,.l-—--.-

o ;IandEI‘S ___'.,‘i’_




