| I—IAVE written e,lready ef ‘the o

Ly deughty deeds in the athletic
arena of four of the famous Ledhy,

brothers—a_ quartette of the most ||
donned i

colourful Gaelg that ever
togs anhywhere, =
Leaving Rathlmrc, by - the ree,d

to Croom, what memories
aroused as one with- some: |
local knowledge picks “out the

‘sacred spots, as it were, of Gaelic

A short distance, and the eerly-‘“ M&dlgan C’f Re.thkealemwe

. hlstery

heme of the Werld famed Irish-
man_ the ever loved Archblehep of
Meloburne, Most " Rev. D Manmx,
-1e reached,

Continuing, one pessee on the

rmg‘ht the famous' sportsfield where

the cream of Irish athletes eften
gathered, and where, in the closing
. years of the last eentury, perfor-
mances - were witnessed that ‘even
an Olympic gathelrmg Would be
Wrehful to - command.

- And . that narrow read to the
.-;left Well,- it leads to the home of
the Leahvts—eLeahys, the- jumpers,
ag-they are effeetlenetelw called by
the neighbours.

NO FAMILY MTH SUGH A

- RECORD.
The werld he.s not seen enether
fe.mlly with - ‘many notable

units, In the spertsﬁeld just passed

‘Paddy topped the bar at 6ft, 42 ins.

- and ag he drepped to the greund
hig tread would not crush a daisy.
Paddy and Con had a world-wide

reputatmn Con. was the elder of

the two, but this was not well

known, a$ Paddy had put up a|

great name before Con made his
first eppeere.nee ‘T‘heyr dre best re-
membered as high jumpers, but
they excelled also in the long ]ump
‘and the hop, step and jump.
 Paddy was an outstanding sprin-
ter, e;nd Joe wasg the best all-round
‘man- in the country before the ar-
rival " of Bresnihan.  Tim, the
youngest, approached very clesely
to Paddy and Con
Jumpyand: Miek! e.nd Tem Were not
far behind,

. Going back to Paddv and Con as
'h1gh jumpers, ‘while
said that Paddy has the most bril-

Hant perfemanees to his  credit,

.there is no doubt that O‘en er*e'seed
the: bar at 6 ft. oftener, -

,REM‘.:‘-LRKABLE PERF()RM“AN}OE

At -a great Gaelic . meeting m
';Llrnerrek Paddy gave a’ brilliant
and spectaeuler performance at
high, Jumping- that will never be

.ferlgetten by those who witnessed|

it. The other competitors were out
of it at 6 ft. He continued on. The
jumps-at 6 ft. 1 in. 6 ft. 2 me, éte,,
were called out, amidst a = holy
‘hush, by a Judge with a stentorian

voice. When he called out 6 ft. 5|
the applause was deafening. |-

ing:

‘During the performance not 'a bar

was knecked The final jump was

6 - ft. 5§ ins.—a reme.rkable perfer-
mance.

. "The Leahy home at C‘regane was
‘happy eveining  was whiled away
with . stories coneermng all the
‘gréat athletes.of their time: It was
8 me.gmﬁcent era. in Trish -athletic

history; and it must surely make

‘men - of  the past lonesome to rte-

:flect now on the number of that

brilliant. band that - have

five “of the great Leahy clan—
Paddy, Con Tim. Tom and Jack.

May God be with . them ell where;

parting is no more;

- EVER HELPFUL IN
- PROMOTING ATHLETICS,

The Lieahys, besidés being’ rgreat.

':'-'e.thlete]e themselves ~were ever to

sthe fore in- the promet1en of - e,the
great ~old:

‘letic ~ ‘meetings: That-
- Ga.el the late W. F. Lee, eften told

me that Pa.ddv Leahy offered him|
a1l the prizes for:a meeting,. from|.

his own collection, if he organised
it for his netwe dlStI‘lCt ef Castle-

-eetnnell S frequently cleared the crossbar at! way perfermenee of the previous
+~And-  from - enether eplendld?‘ 5 ft. 9 ins.,: but mostly devoted his| eeasen At Cobly he .WEfLSm‘;JUPSt-
a i ler

are ||
11t1_:-1e' B | SRR

1 big sports’ ge,therin

a. G.AA_

- everywhere generously  met,

'ele.esm
at -the ‘high

it must be

‘ingtirict

'eruch awe and power.

of the

were: P, Hayes, P
| Sweeney, Charhe Hoiland Paddy

- many an old admirer of ‘the grand -:'E:dveeglythmg and  everything that
Con Fitzgerald,
and Jim: Raerde.n, could’ do for the

passed| furtherance ‘of - our ‘object. Chair-

- from this valley of tears, meludmg ‘man - Larry:
'- brothere' Pe.ddy
and Jack
‘myself Wlth ‘Jack Oellms of " Feo-
{hanagh;,
and Tom Liundon,; who was'™ e,fter

fing- the' day:

have
on record the part - played by
Peddy Lee.hy in cenectmn ‘with*

‘that. helped

to" providé - the Ltmerick County

{Board, G—AA with . much needed

ﬁnance at a . crltice.l Juncture
the affairs of- thet bed*,r, .

Here, in. Mick's own Werde,
the story of the" 'venture:

“At a SipﬂClal meeting of the Ce
Board the.. chairman, Larry
Roche, asked - Paddy . Leehy if he]
would esmst in the getting 1
sports” meéeting. =~ Paddy
replied . and said it would give him
a  thousand .. pleasurese, and. -he
would also’ ensure the.t every ath-
lete of note would be

there by him, and so they were.
Dubhn, Galwa.y, Cork, Clare, Tip-

Kerry responded fo the
fe.meus

pere.ry e.nd
call ~of  the
bretherer o

Leahy

“A cemmlttee w&s formed,
elstmg‘ of all the city
the Board.

con-

To these were added

myself and. B111 Sheahan, from.the

Wiestern area: Tom Lunden froni
the Eastern area. Our part in- the
project. was to get in  as- many
prizes as . we could — We were
" the
Leahy brothers placing at the ‘dis-
posal of the committee some of
the most begutiful trophies of the
lot, these being won- on all the

arenas of the entire
country |

YA \beeﬂtlftﬂ prhze W&S offered

'-b-v the R.ILC. force at William St.

When such was  announced - the
greater portion of the Gemmlttee
dissented - from e,eceptmg' it:  in

faect one’ membett opened a Wlndow

te cast it into the street. A few

the less - extreme members
argued the.t it was a truly sporting
that prompted: sonie
brother Irlsh:men theugh Wearlng
an. Eng‘heh umferm, to present
same. - for - the uplifting’ of our
netlelna;l psaetrme then at a low
‘ebb. The prize;. however. was re-

turned and it is easy to guess what

that meant at this particular time,;
when * the word pel1ceme,n mee.nt

"JUINT HANDBGAP[PEBS
“Peddy Leahy,: in cemunetmn
with Paddy Hayes, then Secretary
County Board, acted as
joint handicappers at the meeting

‘and  the gate receipts far exceeded

wonderful place, and many a the three fi

igures,

‘The miembers who. eompmsed
the city section ef the Committee
. Meaney, Johnny

Reilly,.
In addition to these we|

Albie ' Quillinan

Roche; the
Con Joe,
Sheahan

Le&hy
Mlck

Bill: - and

-representmg the ‘West;

elected an: M.P were all to the fore

in- the ranning. ‘of a splendid meet-

ing. Tom and Tim l.eahy; though Y
By o I 3 At Rathkeale Cne had a first and

two- seeende —“the" fermer in the:
‘high Jump, the l,e,tter pair the pole!
A jump-and hurdles,

then ‘mereg Iads were' also’ e.eelet-

_of: the -sports.” = . -

I\D’JC‘K’S PROWESS IN: THE
HURDLES. RN

Well I set out.«to. recerd the

demge of Mick. Leah Whe denned

silk for the first tlme in 1905, He|

(By SEAMUS O CEALLAIGH) =

- eolrpulent a fact,

for his speed and dash in the hurd-

‘Were being

£ hel
up oo, Fohenagh in 1905, where he was

breug‘ht |

members ofl

at Nene, h that really

jump, and theé 120 yards hurdles,
whilst he was second in the running

trlumph with
high' jump and hurdles, at both the

sports,
‘meeting had
the second pomtlen in the flight

over the bar.

also

hurdies. In -passing I might re-
mark that he had often his more
famous - brothers, . Con dand Tim,

event was an honour in itself, At
Mungret Mick resumed his win-
ning

‘hurdles—increasing:
“treble’” at Askeaton @ little later]

|on in the year, when he put pole
jump figures to his credit with the
other two. Thus finished hlS most
only once figuring in the prize par-
at Bandon in the hurdles.
‘this year he went to America,
where he remained fer some time,

Jim -Gleeson and James ._the home arena during 1910,

ing his acquaintance. In the North

up

which he confirmed a  littie later:

pele Jump, at both of which he WaSs
very successful. Rather sturdily
a| built, he was inclined to be a bit
however, which
did not interfere Wlth h1e athletws,

les was truly amazing, Always
txhere or thereabouts when honours
handed out fer the
Jumpmg, he had few equals in the
country in his day in this bre.nuh
of sport.

We first hit against Mick in win-
ning lists at -a sports meeting held

successful in the 120 vards hurdles|
event. This appears to have been
his only prize secured that year.

- 'The following season he fared
even worse, for he had to be con-

tent with second place in the same|

event at a gathering in Holycross.
1907 was a blank year with him,
but behind every cloud there's a
silver lining, and it was merely the
cdalm  before the storm.

- FIRST PRIZE IN THREE

EVENTS.

I—Ie opened 1908 with a quartetfe
put him  on
the map as an outstanding athlete.:
In the North Tipperary venue he

drew first prize in three events—| -

the running high jump, the pole

long jump, the only success I can
find recorded for himi in this event.

He fellowed up the Nenegh
vietories in the

Limerick R.I.C. and Kileulien
but in a v1s1t to the DM P.
to be content with

Kanturk he Was second
in- the high jump, but re-
in the

At

sumed 4 winning way

to contend with in the high jump,
so second place at ‘times in this

“double’—the high jumpand
this to .a

successful year.
The following season sew him

ade, . and then to collect 2nd place
During

and there is no mentlon of him 111

So -we must continue along to
Listowel in 1911 before next mak-

Kerry venue he won the old re-
liable hurdles event and chalked
second scores in “high”, At
Dunmanway he was best in the
pole flight for height, a mastery

et Trelee and supplemented Wlth

igh jump victory.
TI{ER RED LETTER YEAR

1912 preved anether red letter
ear in the career of Mick Leahy.

At both Mit-

‘chelstown. and Ballyp

at Benteer repeeted his' Dunman-

.fe.rewell to the active arena.

| great brethers left in. the old home

{ above were won' by. Very Rev. Pat-

_COH’IB

oreen- he was|
‘second in the jump for height, and|

leerlc.k Ga.elle veteran — Mlek e,ttentlen to the ‘hurdles end the enether ef the Leehys” '

Tim made his athletic debut.

name end fame' intact. His last

appeardnce this, year was at Done-|

raile, where he filled second place
in his beloved race over the sticks.

The. next season witnessed his
- He
commneced it with a secend at
Rathkeale in the high jump; ‘he
followed up with a pole jump at
Banteer. At Clonlara he gave a
sound display, and was rewarded
with a dual victory—the high' and
pole jumps yielding to his prowess.

Perhaps it was but fitting that his|

finale should be at Mellew where
he now reeldes, and he signalled
hig last e.ppearanee by upheldmg
the Leahy name in the high Jjump
and by securing second pesztxern in
the pole evenit.

We mast leave Cregane new and
bid farewell’ for the ridoment. to the
famous: famaly of such happy ath-
letic memories: We have just one
more vigit to pay there in this pre-
sent series, to meet an old friend
in Joe, now the only one: of the

of the grand athletic gatherings. in |

days that can come no more.
Nen 30———M:1ck C‘reed ef Elten

CORRECTION

A fertnlght ago, when deelmg!

with the career of Jim Keyes of
Pallasgreen, I mentioned that he

was beaten “by a fellow Timerick |

man, J. P, McCarthy of Kilfinane,”

figures there, and where I think, |
. He !
won in the hurdies to keep thel

in the 100 and 220 yal:'ds Flat Cham—
pionships of Ireland at Mallew in’
1911,
This statement was in eecerdence
with the efﬁmel records as given
in Carbeéry’s “ Fifty Years of Ire-
land Athleties” which credits  to
“J. P. McCarthy, Kilfinane,” the
followmg

‘Won (under I.ALAA.. laws) 100
Yards Flat Champmnshlp of Ire-
Iand 1011, 10% secs.; 1915, 10 2-5

secs.

,Wen (under GLALA. 1ewe) 22.0
Yards TFlat Che,mpmnshlp, 1911,
22 4-5 secs.; 1915, 24 secs. |

In bare Justlce, I must now state!

that the che,mpzenehms enumerated

rick J. Finn, now P.P., Kilmeedy—
a. native of Bellmamma Kﬂﬁnane
I understand that the name under
which he cempeted in 1911 was

“P .]'

In 1911, Father Finn W&S a
student in St. Munchin's College,
Limerick, and, later that year left
to continue his studies at the
Irish College, Paris, where he re-
mained until the eutbreak of war
in 1914, ITn November of the latter
vear he entered Meyneeth angd
the follewmg season saw hlS wel-
return to Frish athletic
fields.
pionship titles he won

Father )
success in a memereb-le race  at

Kinsale sports for a gold: We,tch
beating Denny O'Leary of .
a great finish.

I hope at a 1eter dete to. deel
more fully with Father F‘mns
achmvemente but wish: now to
correct an error in the aeeepted

in 1915,

guide book to- a greet era in’ Irash :

ethletlcs

S O CEA

Quinn,” and, in 1915, he rant
as “P, J. McCarthy S |

In addltlen to the cham-]

F’mn ‘had a remerke,bleﬁ.

:.;. .I"l._. . rk lnl .




