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week-*end
~must ask my readers to ceme

Chrlstme,s

. I-IISJ

Wlth me again to that happy little

home at C“regane-—the abode of the |
‘of e.thletes_

worldi famous - family
‘the’ ‘unforgettable Leahys .
- Christmas iz the “season of
‘memories, pf visiting ‘and - of story-
~ telling, and another great Lime-

rick’ ethlete, the late Larry Roche, ==
semethmg"

hag left record
“worth, w*hﬂe cencer*mng life in the
days when the famed = brothers
were:- at’ the zemth of- the1r pewer
ahd ‘elory

For half" a dozen yeare, - untﬂ
1968 L‘arry résided in Colmanswell,!
a few ‘hundred yards from: the
Leahy home to ‘Whlch he was a
mghtly visitor -
. We - often sat up all mght 'till
the ““early dawn discusging’ ath-
letics;” I.ae,rrv related. “Most times,
-the séven birothers were there, and

9.5
rare and refreshing talke — they

'Were grand companions!”
Rl, JLING BACK A HALF
- CENTURY.

Let us roll back, inh - apirit, the
- full. half. century and spend’ an
aftérnoon  in care-free enjoyment|
of true Irreh hesplte.hty amongst
some of the {grea,teet gures that
ever adorned the e,thlet1e| stage.
As we sit around the glowing
fire-at the Leahy home the talk is"

‘1'wag" ‘s bachelor then, we had

I

f

2 Oivmme

i

Igeed

served, then some music and 2
song or two, We were joined by the
“woman of the house”
the girls, And .then we gticceeded
“in - opéning the subject of the Athens
e,nd the mnotable part
Con Leahy, with Peter - O’Connor
and:J. P, Daly, played in. it,

They were & grand trio, and I

will be -dealing in g later article

with the remarkable stand they
made on that oeccasion for inter-
national recegn1t1en for Ireland e-

nation.. L
N STORY OF CON LE .

But I want to coneclude our pre
eent visit to Cregane with the story
of how Con Leahy had to jump
thirty-six. times in all before ‘win-
ning the high jump event.

The weather Wag Vvery werm gt
the. time, and the first half of the

competition eeeupmed the  hours be-

tween six sand nivie of the: eVemng
After eighteen jumaps, Cen's “feet

and

proving himself & real Leshy when
crossing: _’che _Ilr;;rlzental _bar

‘his that oftentlmes left the festest

last yards.

-behmd that wonderful effort facmg

8 evente "

- the-
- Leehy,

_mostly . about athletlcs, -of . course, *were roasting - from the unfamiliar|

‘but. not . word can we induce con-!cinders. But he met good friends in
cerping the. prowess of the Cre—-: some members of the Argdericdn,
| gane, lads themselves. | team, and after the centeefb‘ that
Instead the good points of 8»11 the evening they took him in  hands.
'Oth'er II‘ISh athletes are: reCC)untEd He was brought to thelr headquar-
- with' pride. We. hear of the deeds ters, .given a bdth to open the
of the great Tom Kiely, a blood!pores, was then covered comipletely
relation, by the way, of the Davins. | with ‘olive oil. and provided. with
Few -are forgotten; and we recall) 4 {ottle of stout as the only re-

them just briefly — Shanahan, Pur-|

.freshment ‘before retiring to rest
cell, Bolger  Vigne, Real, Mitchell,| th t. Tn bed he was satir-
-Daly, Carroll, P. J.  Kelly, Conniffe, for the mgh bed he

ated with oil, and slept the sleep
ﬁ;?,mgén?gggedO’Mahony T all of the just with only a eheet as
| | covering'
Hittin mere into the Leahy era,
we Thoar & fundred difterent. tales 10, JUmping was resumed ef, ¢
j’-f %ucl&sa'gﬁiigi .ai?‘errgg%, Foa.nrgzlly,* hopped out of hed like a ke.ngaree

. iand when all the other jumpers
Mulligan, Carey, Wood, Roche, the, were stiff he was in the best. of

Murrays ~the Ryan brethers of trim, - He was over the bar on
ﬁgﬁgmgn .Ie_hrn | Flanega.n " and elghteen further . occasions before
Y 19 a.m. to win the event at 5 ft. 11%

Kfé}nd ha‘ﬁ Wﬁﬁﬁﬁf‘md‘fﬁﬁ%m Tﬁl?. ing. Theé laths had been raised a
Rnu‘nd Champmnshlp of . the  quarter of an inch for every effort
world, there -arose another athlete| and Con was as fresh-as a d&ISY
of Irish blrth Martin Sheridan, of| at the end. In fact he was anxious
'Mayn_ He is. nLot forgotten nor are; to continue further but would not
some ‘more of the kith in the be allowed—the lath being re -
Ste.tee———Mltehell the wonder from  moved when the next best effort

Emly; McGrath of Tipperary; Mc- wag exceeded—a procedure that
- Donald, ‘from. ‘Clare, and Pa.ddy'wa»s also adopted then in the
- Ryna, e!f the home’ eeunty all mak-| L.LAAA.  and Stamford Brldge

che.mpmnsmpe
TOM LEAIY.
We really - went to' Orege
this dcécasion to ineet
ther, Tom, & fine looking Ilad in his

ing: a deep impression upon the
int ematlenal sc¢roll “of fame.
- THE EARLY LEAHY SEPELL.-. .

Durmg this earl:,z Leahv spell ‘we f
meéet in -the sprints; Magee Mere—
dith, and Roeche in dlstaneefhev-day, his splendid form speil-
. Sinclair, ‘Mullen and. ing athlete every ineh. Paddy
_C’H’Nelll “Toom - -up--; “whilst in'Leahy Wig réated by many sound
W&lkmg‘u Carroll e.nd Ferreeter judges the most perfectly . built ath-
are ,to - the 'fore. nilete of 4all, Tom was also of very

Starrmg
1umpei ~with Pat

ne on

and Gon1.
‘we find _both Wall and
| Ceurtney, with Horgan, Mangan,|
C. Ryan, Delaney, Phelan and Lud-
gate fpromirent in the we1g’hts
And we c¢atch a brlef ghmpee of}
Mat Reeeng*rave' “he  passes

lete nleely propertlened his lithe
11 pmele,iming him a “speed
merche;nt.,” and again reminding
one of the éver familiar faime of
that priticeé of the athletic neblhty
of the Gael—the late Pat Davin.

the tape was to bé  exXpeéted;

ing finish, and always felt ke had |

‘and. fimehed With - eloeklike

of trying.

| essaye Were Fare.

.second §a the 220 yarde the- prer-
vious yesr at o

on numeroue oceasions he eeeured al

formabice, an award He would h&?e l

Con’s bro-|
_menetone?.Is inits repetition of vic-

tories in the 100, 220 and 440, as
somewhat by dceasional wins in the
i step e,nd jump, and the broad jump.
fine burld——the ideal cut of an ath-|
of his successes in the. relay was
I brothers, Mick 'and Joe—the trio

| course, very few meetmgs in the
‘early days of the

| _qmck,j' over the natwe sod on hisj{
- way to Australia where, hke Tom-
Malone  of . earlier renown, he de-
: menetre,ted by« e:ndumng perferm-
“anées the . vitality of . Irlsh musele
and’ courage, -

- We  taiked .and telked ebeut al
hundred ‘and one different  things;|
bitt . mo. matter wheére the conversa-|
“tion: moved it always reverted tol
the. ‘subject most . dear to the- hearts
of  -the eempany — the “Scperte
Field.” -

L F&eemg &Iemg let Ug g’wewa AT~ -
ute’s thought to la.ter champmnsl
like' Ddly, Joyce, ‘Hayes, Hales, .
KirW’en end .]' .T . Beurke

one Jumpmg: under elmﬂar c9nd1- many a.mem

leedmg long

Tom Leahy was early threading
in: the dlsrtmgulshed footfalls of his
illustrioug ' brothets, Pe,ddy, - Con
and” Jee.' ‘In the homie 'traihing
ground—gcene of doughty deeds
that nmiay never be repe&ted Cany=
where—he " gave promige of ‘the

‘brilliance the.t was later to mer“kf
‘him ag onie " of tHe euteta.ndmg
sprmters in the land, besides miain- |

neble femlly in the ﬂlght fer'
helght |
= hewe: ﬂwr%tteﬂ ‘of - rhe de,eh ef‘:-f
Le.r o "Roehe; - afid - how it  was

P, fhkened to- the gellep of the Hdrses
‘Then,of the Dublin Fire Brigade in days |
Tem Leany was alsof
"the wf:)rld in the bread Jump, and| famed for hls deeh and  this,
“the 1atter. settm\g g record that is'.coupled |
not likely to be sdrpassed by any-. breught him  through wvictorious in}
norable sprint—-—-the last |
‘yards of his race| Cre.ugl‘iwell

goxe, .

ter or: “twen{y

iing the grand tradition of his|
as” Bruff ‘Bruree, Gort;

. C‘e.etlebe.r

With. 8 very graceful style; |

thrllls in pIenty fer the speetaterei

His first recorded success was &t |
Bruff on 22nd June; 1904, when hé |
was second in the “ 880.;” . Seven!
days later at Bruree, he e&xﬁeneei
to top Dplace in the same. evefit.
From then to His all too early resi
tiremetit, after the close ef the 1909
S€a5011, he WOH prizés. galore, vas |
numbered amongst the . top nefchere
on the fast tra¢k, where ke peat the |
best in open eempetltlen beSzdee

NAL -

Whe.t wag realfy?eherefcterzstlc érf:
Tom ILeahy sg an athlete? - Uns
doubtedly it was the final spurt of

e

traekmen

literally standmg and;
snatched

thrillitig  victory in the|
It was part of the man,
and, were he feet in front or ya.rde

He
reserved the last ounce for: ‘a dash-

to uge up that fitial bit of energy.

He timed his race %o perfeetion;
Pres
cisioni, usually. always that littie bit.
ahead sufficierit to draw the Pprize|
and if nogt, well; s wes net for W&rﬂ:

In proportion to- hle other: sue—='
cesses, Tot: Leéahy's championship
Actually, he only |«
won one. titteﬁ& Munstef cﬁam siof~|
ship, in the 440 arde ﬂat at T‘hui‘-
les, og July ‘He wasg|

Crogshaven,

Neverthelsss,
written down ag a remarkably sic-
cessful org, and I doubt if e ever|
returned from & mesting Witheut :
some¢ token of remembrance, whilg

number of prizes, wmmngr feur or
five events sometiznes.

At Ceaehferd. .en July 19th 1908
he was ewercied a8 epeeial geld
medal for the best all-rotnd pers|

qualified for on numierolly other|
occasions  were suech a proeedure
general.

A list of his suceessee at the
various meetinge would be almost

well as the hlgh jump, relieved

hurdles, 440 yards relay, the hop,
It is of interest to recall that one|
accomplished in company with his

coming kome rnicely at Drom-
collogher on October 20th, 1907. Of

present century|

“usually = dccounted for the
of thé events; providing
for the- speetatore tep—notth perfor—
mances always:-

“Tom's appearancés over hIS half.

dozer veary ifi active athlétic ger-
vice included sich far ﬂung ventes |
“Limerick

Maritety
Nen e.g‘h

F1e1e‘ Kﬂmeedy,

ﬁeuﬂ Kilk eacarrty,
Creeshe,ven -
Killaloe; Adere Thurlee Cork,
Rsth Luire; Helly“‘erem ' Foynes, |
Pallaskehry, Madéroom, Foehene,gh |
Kilnaméar tyra . Iremceliegﬁher
Kﬁeekavﬂle Callar, Tempiemere
Kilmiehael, ilerney Cgachferd,
Kilbrittan, ~  Emly,” - Skibbereen
‘r-*':l(a}nmél

v

MfﬁﬁhelstoWn elnd Donoughmere

were held Without a member of the|
Leshys attending, and when & trio|
of that famous famiily were présent
they
| majorltjr

"'-‘"oﬁghrea “

Kanturk, "

gccasion gnd got Tom o the

-he

‘pulled by a piebald pony.

jetrney
téred

_fellewmg up. by Winmng‘
+ 440, and was eecend
:Jumpu .

TYPIC'_.'}-_ OF VAN,
Many a good stary eeuld be told

1] of hig experignices, but space does .
. hot pern

vt remfiﬂg‘ them Heyge,

have gelected one veiy
the mrari however,

On & Saturday evenmg, eway be:ek

ool I August, 1906, a few of the. Leahy
. -brethere get out for a sports at

otghres, Tem decidéd not to ge,
end saw his brethere off Wwith a
“ God speed.’ "

)uring: the rriig'ht he get serry,

‘ehd wés up with the datn in the
‘mérning,  Without waiting - for
‘breaktast or any preparation, lie
tackled the nieé  little bony the
Hougehold . boasted to its trap
raced to lruree Btatien.  The gal-
lant little steed proved eqiigl to: the:
lait=
- form just in time fer the leelfrlek-

train,

At Limerlck ther‘e wae no tlme:

for refreshments if he Wwéas to catch

the ;fgstebeuﬁd train, and céaten it

' and:@

I
typlee,i of

: Craughwell was reachéd,
‘and again nothing to eat, But there’
{ he wds- lucky to meet Frank Fahy,

the recent Ceann Comhgirleé of Aty

Dail, who secured him a e¢ar for

the final stage of the journey—a

six miles drive through the. Ash~
town Estate, to Loughtes,

M1ehae1 Hynes provlded half a’

glass of port and an egg ‘as he:
mounted his sidecar me,de for two,
The drive
Was anoher bustle, the Abbey Field,

'where the sports was being held

beihg reached Just at the start ef
the meeting.

- Paddy ILeahy was the handleep-

per, and the dthletes were on the

for the last hegt in' the
Tom had stripped on. ‘the
frromm.. Oraughwell and en-'
'__,he field in togg an -
He toared &t Pe.ddy e,e he

mark
#199 H'

goat,

- ’Bf??e_?‘.éd thﬁuﬁéld there was a brief
‘hiy caréer must ba| S8 -

o alles --';-':_i'puttmg! on. higshoes,
nd the maddest day of Tom's e,th-r-
letle ee:reer Was et its apex. co

I—Ie duly Win the heat and a:fter-;?

- “hundred T

‘the 220'
i the hlgri;
lotig hep, step - and
-jumip, and the '_-":20 yards hurdles—

wards the ﬁnel of Yhie

& remarkable perferme,nee surely,

“Ernnis, |

"But he had no time . to: ‘wait for

the congratulations that were sure

to eheWer on him from all quars

ters, for gathering up his clothés,

he age.ln mounted the walting ¢ar,

leaving hig brothers to- celleet ‘his
prizes, ahd raced Back té Craugh-
well just in time to ‘connect with
the Limerick. train, and enjoy -his
breakfast at 11;.39 thet mght at No.
10 Cecil 8t.

Retlrmg from active competltlon

at a eemparatwely eerIy age, Tom

afterwards did great. work for
sport . as an erge,meer and keen

worker iy the- Athletes Pretectlve.

Asecicmtwn.

Ne 8, — John Blackburn Qf Gel—

#.

_' e muet pause new e,e ri:ee,

13 bemg e:lwe:ye 'ée'"};-’ '-'a‘fn %0 prevxde



