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i By SBAMUS OCEALLAIGH

ASTLEQ@NNELL and Aharoe
are joint" parlehee oceupymg
the north-east by. nortp cornery ot

- County - Ltmerwk*-—stretohmg from

as from the
GLALAL the ‘men from this. d1strlot

made | hurhng history not only

our Irish’ people%

-:the
supparted by Anthony Maekey and

Castleconnell

: petltnofns established
County was for the Castleconnell
+Cup':
~quarter
Were ‘the ' result. They attracted
.big-.crowds, for Castleconnell was |
8 - popular: rendezvous at theperiod,
'-.partloular"ly for city -

'.f&CtO‘I‘Ily‘,

Jaloe; always. mamtamed they
‘the - G‘up -They never got 1t any-
way, and I never did succeed in
_.,-.-dlsoovermg What happened
'storned tnophy

‘ate;

O’Brien’s Bridge on one side to

within ‘three “miles *0f Murroe on’
‘the.
Clare by the

and. separated from
lordly River Shannon.
To the follower of our Gaelic
games Castleconnell or - Ahane
aoes not need.- further- mtroduotmn.
foundation of the

other,

their ‘native Limerick, but through-

oyt the length and breadth of Ire-
__':I\cl,nd

T‘radxtwn hae a strong hold on
and wemay thank |

tradition for £ ouring us W1th the'

_;knowlnge that the game ' called
“l.—Iurlmg‘ Home” was carried on: ing
“the “parish - of Castleconnell  more!
‘than a hundred years ago

Three-quarters of a century ago
when alien games were being pro
pagated ‘in -our midst, -the present
hurling game. was 1mtroduced by |
Rev. P. M. O'Kelly, C.C.,, ably|

P&t LE’:B

FIRéaT OLUB DAPTAIN -

The latter .-was' father of oux
sub]eot He had a. boot b‘usmessl in.
and. made .the “first

hurllng ball.  His son,  Dan.

Liee, was. ﬁrst club ca tam—-—a QSi~|
¥ lﬁflke they  got troublesome they ‘were

great forced to leave. the town, edrlier

_tlon -later occupied by
_-Iviaokey, - father of - the
“Tyler’” Mackey . of after years,-

and grandfather of that other very
colourful- son- of Castleconnell,
Mick -Mackey.  Maud. Johnson of!
‘the Kincora - Hurling Club, Kilialoe,

and 'Mick Sammon of. Annaholtyi

(the end of the parish at the Bird-

hill side, where the hurlmg tradi-

Alon  was . ralways. very  strong)
were the ﬁrst trainers, -

Inftereet mounted qumkly in the

.hurlmg ‘code - in ~ Castleconnell,
great numbers of the young- men-
of .'the . parish participated and

by .local teama selected by -Messrs.
Maokey ‘and® Lee. . These were
played in ‘the once- famosu‘e. High
Field for prizes. subs»z,mbed by the
p&I‘l*ShIrDIleI‘S ~

- Mike. Maokey and Dan Lee in

turna captained the team. These’
were the ‘days When 21 players
aside took part in «the contests
CTHE CASTLECONNELL CUP
One of the earliest- h"{ll"lll‘lg
in Sarsfield

Thts drew ‘teams from every
-and some  great games

people.
The competition “ended wunsatis-
‘hewwever, ~and’
famous Garrenb-oy team near Kil-

WOoIL

- The -idea, of the cup Wa.s a good

one and the name most Appropri-
I often thought since that |
local tournament. committees, par-
‘ticularly  ‘those
~ events

running ‘annual
could not- do . betier 'than
follow the. Gastheoonnell example
by naming the. oup after the name
of - their parish. Tt would make it

distinctive -and alwaye mdlcate
Where it was won. ..
MEMORABLE OCGASION

| An echt .of the Cast leconnell |
Cup dlspute was the gr
| b'etween Castle~
;oorm,ell and Garranboy and. when
jthe teame ur_ne_t on amemorable oc-v;._

great rivalry
that. sprang up.

’ boa,s‘ted a Very
“bod team at the perwd and m the

(Grocers’

.| game,

.on a “Long Car” exourelo;,;;;j

‘hurled abuse at: the pla ers
was

‘boy at this

‘enthusiasm  associated Wlth

the then’

the |
tield at the one time, - -and: -they

-had the great. d1stunct10n ofti
_.Iseleoted to play between the’
‘in the famed Castleconnell .colours.

the parl sh
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early hurlmg yeare they Were not
often beaten. They: parﬁmpated in
the great Xilmurry =~ Tournament,
and had two strenuous | games  at
Caheroonhsh in which. they de-
feated Dromkeen and Pallas.
Their 'opponents in the final were
South Liberties—one of : the  out-
standing teams ofi the- early hurling
days by the Shannon, This contest
drew 'a huge attendance and: the
greatest enthusiasm™ prevailed.
Castleconnel sent g large -cobritin-
gent, headed by a band.” Good, fast
huriing was the order and . the
game was very evenly contes‘tedw—-
South Liberties running -out . de-
'serving winners, followmg a “great
struggle, chiefly due .to the hurling
prowess “of a famous athlete —
Johnny Coll, of leertiee, vho . was
a natwe of’ Castleconnell Pameh

'ANOTHER - GREAT GAMIE.

“Another great game ‘of ‘the early
‘days was that. between”Castlecon-
neil and Oaherllne played -in the
Field, S1tu8ted “where -
Lansdowne Park now stands., Thls.
was a4 most éxciting struggle, ‘but
‘ended abruptly hecause of the in-
tervention ‘of outside :partiés; and
for reasons’ not oonnected W1th tthe

It appears that a arty from
portion - of. the . city - had heen |
Castleconnell the previous- Sunday
They

imbibed a bit too freely and;when

| apparently than they mtended

When the‘yr found the. Ca.stleeon— -
nell lads were wmtmg Limerick
they decided to have - the1r own
back, and so they gathered in. force
at the Grocers’ Fleld angd. from
an- early “stage - the _;game

ignored and-the. match 'wasf
nearing its end when’ they actually
assaulted some. of the Castleconnell

I'men and an ugly scene develo ed.

In the end both.teams had to ﬁght-
their Way out of thé field- 80-.ag-

many great matches were played gressive were the attackers, who

WwWere  not - conneoted Wlth any
G.AA. body but came there “with
the avowed Sintention of “having
their - ‘own - back for the events of
the previous Sunday evemng L
" WILLIE LEE -7 o
Willie F. Lee was only’ a. ﬁchool--f, |
penod ‘but with: his
father and elder brother: tied’ AUp -
with the Castleconnell’ hurlers ancl.

1 taki leadi -
com. | raking a leading. part in the organ

isation -of the -team, he- had little
hope in escaping the cont

‘the
doings of the hurlers, and’ Wthh
had the whole neighbourhood en-
tirely in-its grip. -

- As a mere youth he epent ms _st
of his free time in the trammg* Aeld
watching the boys perfeotmg thelr

‘hurling and preparing  for.-.the

games that were ‘then such. a re-
gular feature for them. I—Ie ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ ~adid
little. more than retrieve the ‘balls

| at the start, but this - gave:him,

plenty to do, -as there were; often
upwards of  sixty players: ln..ll;.:‘

somet1mes had three or four balls«._

.111 action.
‘Whilst still .a- 11ttle more than
halfway through his ’'teens; Willie

got his place. with the. -men; sand.
being
‘posts

Thus opened.- a great: -association

‘with the games of. the: Ga.el 'that
| Was to oontmue a l1fet'1me e
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| 'ﬁg'ht a desperate double battle
‘*for Survhvatl Brom: the very begin-

iming; it hadt to. contend with. the
mSﬁllrty of . the . ascendanOY'l

.QlazSSESt and all who sought their

hods: they were: usipg in  their eff-
mrts to smash the new: Association:

@rgafnrsa“tl@n as th@ Assoclatmn

fa}'mmﬁed’“ in membershlp and
ipowery P@ht*ltc:‘a»l‘ differences were |
-acurt:e» at - thie: period and both the

leaders of thé physical force  and

Iconstitiftional: partiés: determined-to .

gain' control of the new bedy;

 FIGHT FOR QMRMANSHI:P

Hing: th:é GAK), _defeated. the

|womminee . of . the: Cbﬁstltutmmal

Party—-—theu W"ellahnown gthlete, Bob
‘Coll,. of Dfominw—by T Vﬂ}tes ta
59, the mmﬁrrty SLOtp: broke: away

’_ and formedi-a rival: Ctmnty Board,.
-.*eiectiang as it§. Chalrman the W*eiil-r
: known Very Rev . Eugene Sflﬁe&my

'

__ PP of Bruree.
Ca,sﬁleéoxineia rema’m@d ﬁrwa to |
Ithg O’'Briery Board as the properly [

cefnstituted aufﬂoratv bt & com-

ICLOWn, Went over to thee Fa
Sheehv Board. . -
BITTE, _'NESS DEVELOPDB

er

imuch bittérness developed, Mattérs

‘came to'a ‘head shortly after: argsh
Jfor, with ‘the annauncement R0 -
ﬁ’rst Al-Treland, Champi fonships, &'

call. went ouf fo the counties fto

~-hurling and football.

- Castléconnell”, were sefleétea by
;he @Bmen E’oard to représe*nt
leer;ck Who WeTe drawnh. against

Ikenlw i, the opénite: ‘ountd. of
TR Dﬁ%ﬁn

:;,aﬁp_,_ haxf thé” bacKing
11};'--_ Eﬁ@#r Stéfﬂﬁ’

f.]ﬁsue Sh(f}lﬂd be decﬁ ." o
hteams, meeting a:t the’ | S
Laught, . Ahane;. o - Rriday
Previdus’ 6. the! Dubi‘m game and
;plavmg off for the Tight t‘o meer
;Kﬂk DT,

- Murroe made no appearanﬂe for
..thlS game, so the Castleconrrell 1ads |

trlp tg thfe me:tmpohs
Imagme ‘thén: -SUrprise When

ing: &vemr&g at. i-_-stleconnell and
found. that’ the Murroe la.das Werer
alreadv on it.

Willie Lee - Was . g very young
la.d at t tlmew a,nd it . was ‘his
t@ the: mtr&p@hs so. he

+; Sastlecon
1, t - | insi
the @ ui):nty champions an

prmaﬁls& t]:f.ie

there,« .

; ?-t &nd theyg-_-
Were g _-._; &1 1: &i “Hhie preseqme; 'r_
i@af_-.-_-bo-m*' Lﬁmﬁri:er“; teams:" "They: de- |
cided . againss!, debﬂh&gs the claimst|.
. Boards and |
Insisted ~that - Castleconnell -~ and |
Murroe- éemde “the @uestlﬁla» of-|

of the“:,ti;ma* E,amem!- "

representatmn by repaying for it .
nell agreed. to, this solu-
‘ .-_rr% n;s,lstaét t}fney:r were.
prons:: and declined
to play. any other Lix enick. teany,
maintaimngy they were enﬁh“ﬁled"’ to
repre%@ns t,’:;ta __mﬂnty
Matters: were flurt wmphcaiged
when, Citkenny \.mtlmmed they- |
would’ only plla;yigwhtmg As a ¢comt
_f;l_ntraj awncu sugf-

GAA im Its mfanqy h;a:d to-

Patronage In:.this, -however, they |
ikhew: their enemies and- the megt-

plication LATOoSE: concerning their [
p*artmipatmn in theé very next
rTound of the coutity” chaimmo»nsh'i&p
in- that their opponents: Murfm'
‘Who werg holders: of the. county  3-:

_ Thig" aétldn caused a sermus gulf"
betw‘eeu the' n‘é*ar-ne:lgh:bours ***** anad i

made, - their a:rrang;ements for the |

thev b@é,rded the train, the fc:r.?l,low-J

= ' rexcited: at ti:re pTOSPB‘&*%T

- e e Ly

geated that leemclt mﬁm& 'bé'

—

i hlm if: he ],w,d ever heard: the» 56

THEIR NEXT CHA

*1
'E
<-+
D“
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allowed field a . team half from
I Murroe  and ha,}f from Castlecon~
nell, but- this was not aeceptable
to the Murroe lads gnd -in. the end
‘Kilkenhny got a wallkk-over,.

Thig was: a big disa;ppmriﬁment

‘to the Castleconnel] lads, who were
very enthusigstic about' their. hurl-
‘ling at ‘the time, ax%dt lri,lmast resul%keld
+in: the brea,kln o) e game inthe
A: gteater threat grew inside the-%parlsh s gyounger- Sencration
-howe*ver ~led by Willie Lee; kept
ipegging away and when the, gamea .
{revived, following - the ' healing . of
the dwmxons cagused by the “Par-
rrel) splﬂ:” they weré again to the
fore' on the. pld,ym,c_r fmlds g

frealising £l -~ well the: Woriderful_{
fwork: it could: geeomplish. in’ mould-';
_11%1515%' the youth of Ireland,
- Rfmlw between the .groups came |
_--:tau a- head- gt the famoug “stormy”
FAl-Yretand: G.ACA Congress of 1887,
Tand guicklye tr&nsmltted itself to
{Lirerick—on the oc¢casion of the
[County Convention, called a short
Feinnée Tater: 8§ part of the efforts to
'rirécansd&ruct tfle Association,

T 1-'- N SHIP

ESSAY
Theu' next champmnshm essa‘y,

withal, did not. take place until
1895 and it was a, dIsahtrGus one,
for they were badlv bea,ten by
Beher, = They got the: verdict all
t
) fgr Boher hag mcluded pla‘yers not
'- ‘belongmg to their parish at 'a time
. |when a- strict parish rule w.a,s in
kA ,operatlon in the. cc‘mnty‘
| The fight fw the Limerick chair- |
1§ mansh“r‘_p Was deterndnmed org poli-
{tieal lines. and when PaddyO’Brien
(“Twenty”) the :outgoing’ Chair-
[man " and: well-knmvn nreraber of
tthe LR.B. (whe. were: secretly: be-

é same, follewmg an’ Objectlon_

Castlecarxnelr then enccuntered

SOuth Liberties and a terr1ﬁc game -
1it. proved, fought at a desperatelvg
‘hard pace: leertzes eventually
won, . 2-2:to 1-1.

The Castleconnell lads al,sa par—

xtICII)ated in. the Senior Fﬂﬁtbﬁll
Champwnshm and . . reached - the
Isemi-final], in ‘Wthh they lo,st 1O
‘the Cas.tlemahon Deel'Rangers. . WHo
later put up a. great. ﬂght agamst
‘the. renowne,d Limerick. Cal.ﬁme,r-
cials. i the county. final . L]
Tee was also in. goal for the big
ball team: and.was. rega,rdled Iocallv
.as-an able expenent of the.‘¢ode

i ;-,:.iIlle

An. mterestm,g hurlm,c_:; gamse of

the period’ resulfed from: the wszt
.of Castleconnell to . Bridgétown,
-where . they: beat Oatfield, 2,.11 to
2—2 a,fter a Very- hvelv tussle

A GREAT G
Bv thl'-:; thm:e, Wlllle L@& lmd'

qual-’; led . as: & tea,c’éjefr ar,ld m&s ‘ap-
toointed to. Ahane,a Schiool.- A great
bhurling: enthusiast ‘all” h:t:b llfe he

ediately - introduced: the game

';11'1;1:(:5 the - -sehiock apd many Iat@rwgf@asr
hurlers owei- the«m sklll Wl‘th the
-CRINRR to. hls tuition. .

In- thi§ respect, Wlllle Lee Gftﬁn

told & good- story. agamst hxmse&f

Send fﬁfth thElr\leadIng C(Iu.b teams sWh]_c@h ls v;grth rec@rdlng herew

to represent themi' in' thé two c‘odes

Wamtmg his, furn: in 4 . 01t baarv-.

fber s establishment, Wllhe strack
P @ conversation Wlth -y i"ellaw-
.;occup@:nt of the. Same- bench whoin

|he afterwardgs ],e;a,rned haﬂed fmm,

r L Ok tthe Croom side
the hiE, e Hfazwh o Be: Played | The Westers.

. The. . Western; ma,n, dlscawemx;t;f

rthat mb n&w—fawnd fmefndf game
15 Iemé '.:"flel*}’ﬁs . i-'fm a5

| Castletonnell - -district,
chit, the conve*rs&‘;.tmna around to -
ng fsﬁlﬁkﬁl Wllhe: ad,mxttg\ng
£Bre,) hsl&’ eomp&men é;";."_;;ec%
Cre
Abane's  hurling,. swprema:cy

f' \g Wﬂhe said- ‘o, ‘wherelipon'  the
.other explained::, “Well, the' péa,son
Ahane are Such ﬁne hui'l"'?és

be@&usa thena Was. &n old i ?
schoolmaster . in’ Ahane Sehlﬁ

years who had the boys, always
hurlmg wheén thev. shrould be Iﬁﬁ;ﬂl— -
ing. their lessons.””

‘Willie had. a hearty Iaugh but'

the Croom man got the surpmsae of
hig llfe when: he discéovered” ‘that
the “old sch@olm&ster” Wag: none |
«otber than hlS benchmate R

pf’rAr 2
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(CONTINUED)
By SEAM[ IS O CE*" \LLA IGH

HE big part | Castleconnell the . re-play 111 falrlv Cunwncmg
‘played in shaping the destiny fashion.: PO |

| ot the Gaelic Athletic™ Association THEE T’ELA.MJ&
‘can be judged from the fact that| The teams that day were:—
two leading members of the parlsh_: Suallymount — Denls (“Colonel”)

- club were members of the Central! D]Hon eaptain; Mlch&el Kett
Council at the one time—Pat Has-| Willie Galilgan, -Dave - Ga,lllgan1
- sett of Afhiane as Treasurer of the Jim "Herbert, Joe I-Ierbert Mike
-Association, and Anthony Mackey Sweeney,”Sean Carroll," Jlm Lee,
as Limerick representatwe on the . John ("'Tyler”y Mackey, Jﬂhn
~ Council. McMahon (Gow), - Paddy Tierney, |
- They served - together ‘at a hm-— Michsel . Regan Wlllla_m -Bourke,
toric. but ecritical “period  in ' the’ Simon Scully, Mar‘tm Carty, Jack
affairs  of .the G.A.A.,, and played Kearney.

‘no ‘mean part in moulding  that| The subs. WGI‘E‘» Davy COHW&Y &Ild
 organisation  along .the . natlonal'Pat Herbert,.

'lmes it has followed since. - | Rathkeale | Bill Sheahan l
S “The  Castleconnell  lads were (captam) Paddy Flaher"ty, Ned:
.-,.'playmg under 'the name of Sally- Kennedy, G. Scully, N. Flaherty,
“mount, when they hit the County, W..  Costelloe, M. Madigan, Joe]
‘headlines for: the first time in: the- Connc}m . Kll‘by,_ W. Hanrahan, |
Senior - Murling Champzonshlp | P Gilburn, M. Keating, J. Grlfﬁn
. The ipresent.. century was - very_-i T Qum, D Naughton M Keyes gL
- young ‘when thet famous combina- | 001’11’101'5 |
- tion- made"its ‘bow . to “the Gaelic ‘Shortly "*fter ‘the - champlonshlp
.. publie, ° Intmduclng ‘as. one  of. its Success a ibig .senior ‘hurling' tour-
leading -and most colourful figures nament was organiseq . for Sally-
. John (] ;',.;ler”) Mackey, son’ of “the.. mou}lﬂt ‘and was playeq in Her-'
“renowned ‘-captain . of’ the earlv ‘bert’s: Fiéld. . Run on the lines of|
Ca,stleconnell days __', "+ the fa,med C&Sﬂeconneu ~Cupiof
: | !eazhel days, it .attracted ‘a big en-

TERR]FIC TUSSLE try..of teams from ‘Limerck, Tip-|

...'The _first team.they met in- thelr -perary. and - Clare and Wwas ‘an un-'
’""*-"':champmnshlp march- wis -a well- --‘auahﬁed succeess, .

. ..known senior combmatmn ‘of the i Meanwhile, Sallvmount We]_e,
-t1me—-—-R1versmount Who . hailed . f:»cekmg w1der fields - of conguest,
:-fmm j:he Ferrybmdge Played ‘at.and: they ‘beat a . very prominent

cothps VE }trkets Field,. the pair had u Dublin ‘team of the pe**rmd-—-tha:
__--.-s-.itermﬂc ‘tussle, Whlch Sallymount ;.;I--.Ragpparees 6-13° 0. 1-3 and the
Cwon,: 29 to:2-5.. . d o f_,._'Cork arsﬁelds, 3-13 to’ 2-10.

- Wllie: Lice: preserve a recor of

“~those early games, and the Ferry- - A ‘MAJOR SHOCK,

-+ bridge. team’ ‘will ‘be Tecalled ~with A blg surprise, however, was on
'i',:_;:'__"ﬁ*,nostalglc 1nterest by some Of thef'_-..the way,,_ Sallymount were drawn
~.old ‘ ‘timers of’ that. district: D, against-the then newly estabhshed
-,)._f"iO‘Br:Len, the captam, P.  Bourke, Young Ireland ' in - the opening
M‘ 1B}rrnes H. Naughton’ T round of the 1902 champlonshlp
Byrnes, P. Guerin, J. Clohessy, E. The fixture attracted widespread
 Clohessy, i O"Rourke, ML interest and - ~immense gather-
O'Rourke. J. Foley, T.. O'Brien, Joe ing were at the Markety Flield to
Foleyl . Murrav T. . Naughtgn M. See them play It was a p’ulse Stll"—
Kenrnelly, B. O'Rourke. ring struggle ,and’ Young Ireland
© iSallymount’s - next meatch was created a’ major ghock by defeat-
against the well known Shamrocks 11‘1{%‘ the champions, 2-14 to 3-7.
team, Limerieck County Champions - The: Young . Ireland players on.
at the period, and the meeting at- :-.th@t occaswn were:-— |
tracted a large and enthusiastic _Jim -Flanagan (captan), T
- crowd’ to the Markets Field, who OB“@H 2, Molonewr T Casey, T.
were -treated to an exciting and Fliynn, J: O’Connell, 7. Creamer,
hard fought game that the cﬂ:y M. Slattery ,M. Kelly, C. Kelly, A.

lads WGH,- __9 'tO 3_3 P _;__Ixelf}’, . O’De& J Fltzgerald M.
o - - Real T Brazﬂ M I—Iogan J
. STARS: IN AOTTOCN 0 LSweeney

The ‘Shamrocks had all thelr_J__ That defeat m1ght be sald to
-_-_";'f_.-stars in - ‘action—Patrick O’Reﬂly,{ have closed another era . for the
soeaptain; P, Moloney,® goal; Patrick <Castleconnell | lads, fop although
;.g-_a--)wyer Thomas ‘Raels;: Jim, Flana- many of the team contmued toget~
Mieck . “Hogan, Johnny Swee- her for several' years, 'and ' some
- 'ney, M. Slatterv, W, Brennan, -J. were' to figure in ‘the ' real’ gl@ry
-Braddish, -J. Howard, C. Kelly, spell of 1910 and 1911, Wthh -wi 1l
Jack Murphy, Andy Kelly, J US}at-j be dealt with in ‘the ‘next article.
tery, J. . McMshon, J. /O'Dea. .. 'the team . that gained. renown as
... 'The follq,wmg Sunday the Sally-f- Sallymount passed out of the pic-
'.__;_--moun‘r lads’ were visitors to New- ture o
port, to pldy ‘the local Kickhams. . A GR.EAT TEAM. - :
This might be’ regarded the starts: They were a great’ team and de-
.. ing off point of the extraord.mary serve an honoured place in Time-
- rivalry that-has ‘éxisted ever since rick hurling annals., Their out~
‘between the hurlers of the neigh- standlng player, of -course, was
“bouring parishes — g rivalry that John (“Tyler?). Mackey, then start- -
has. produced its share of power- ing his magnificent hurling ca.reer
-packed hurling and a shock result Anybody who heard of. hurling i
- -on-more.than a few occasions, The the old days heard of “Tyle1 g
Kickhams  won that - first ereat With Jim | Kelleher of Dungourney,
-game, refereed by Thomas Coffey Tom Semple of Thurles, and the

of Sallymount. . Doyles of Mooneoin, his name was
MUNGRE‘T‘ CRFATES A RFAL mseparably linked Wl“th the hyrl-
SURPRISE ing code, One of the pluckiest

Mungret created a real surprise -and most aggressive hurlers ever
- “whien they beat Sallymount in a to grace the midfield, he captained
. tough tournament tussle at the - the. Limerick lads to victory in the

Markets Field. Willie Lee . alwaysf}_Munster Finals of 1910 and 1911,

rated that side one of the best. pro-. Othets that figured largely in the
- duced by Mungret parish. It was: side of 1900 .or thereabouts were

Ja,mes_ O’Donoghue, goal ‘M. Sean  Carroll and brothers, the
O Shau._ hnessy. capt.; J. Toomev, 'I—Ierberts Jim, Joe and Pat; the
| IcGann, J. T—Iossr M.. Fitzger- Gall;p*ans Bﬂl and Dave; J1m Tee,
.-ald “MGalvin, M Fennell S, Mce-. Martm (“arty, “Mick" Sweeney,.

Namara J. O’Grady, M. Duggan, '_Denny Di lmn, Barnev O’Connor,

W. Fltzglbbon Denis Casey J. Mick K tt “Dave . Conhway, the-
- Kennedy,;: John Normue . Dan.__ Veughaan 9nd Mick Danaher of
- O’Brien.. M. Mu]cahv 3 ~Ahane: Tom ‘Griffin, Jacky' Ryah,
Rathkeale beat the. Sallym@unthom Prpnnznn Wﬂhe Bourke ana
“lads in\ ac thrill: thmnged County “Tim Scully of Clare; Tommyvy Benn,
---Final, 2-4 to 2—3-——an unforgettable""'Martm Doherty, the Collmses of
. encounter in- which ~leag changed Ahane, T. Coffey, Joe. Curtin, Tom

several times, and "WhICh despite Bresmhan Paddvw Tlerney, ‘Mick

unfavourable weather ccmd1tmns Ryan  Jack: Kearney, - Paddy
produced- plenty of ‘tOp class hur- Bourke, Johf McMahon, Simon,
ling., | Scully, the Da]ys,-Blll and Mick:

The ' isste was later dlsputed and . manv more, as - Willie- often
~in the Council Chamber owmg to pu it, “whose names have slipped

some 1rregu1 rity on the occasion the old memory 1n “the mtervemng
of the game and Sallymount won vears.,”




FTER bamg absent fram the
arena for & few - years Castle-y
ayde - a hi cxamtei-ma;ci(c |

1

p10nsh1p, in which- they - were d»e%-‘ 8 X
¢, was wholéhearted  and aggressive,
their. combma,trqn excellent; - th/elr;;.
ettmg pessessmn of-_."

Caherline

feated by a great C:
‘the nhames of which Willie Lee pre-f.
.sjerve]%l md his. recor&s as; followa e
im Flood, ca i Buarke, M
: Burke, Mf Kllel%?f - Kiely, - W
Ryan "I Ligonard, J Ke&g‘h 'I‘
‘Ward, M, O'Neill, _l Riordan; P.
JDaly,, J Lynéia R.
. ‘This ‘deféat- did
‘the - 'Oa;stl;econng:ll
isoon, fing hup11'
pmncm'ﬁ;%ﬁ.

not &rﬁhea;rfexp.
lads,  and - wei
em‘ahsusmm very
parish, 'so much
;"-,'ff.wﬁ-ﬁ'@ﬁlﬁﬂ&ﬂ tﬁl’
all ot a, ﬂumb&r ofhis ex~

urke, J. Kiely. ! |

few eXpect«ed Iﬂmerlck tq av’en--

midlke the gae. axy atﬁra,ctrve one. .

That's where  they w:ere; Wromg,'

-’-"hc}wever The leerlck men - were - !
[0 rare form, they fought Wlth

‘reat determmatlon xthen; hurhng

és. _-‘é--:tmﬁss in

...-.

1 delwered shots wWere. 8 rwelatmn

In the first halj L1m&mck. ’set a.
fg,s,t p,ace and at . hali-time th.ey
ng by three .goals, | The
Rebel Coun-. v lads re—-ﬁf f'j,,;filad#_ the
plav i sp&rklmg'j__ fashion.. and. i
looked for a Whi _’@}‘_ﬂ;‘aﬁ-.e_1,f th@y 6;11(1-
‘tridmph. Limerick hardéned, ho:
‘ever, in theé final quarbah;, th ‘Pl
X kapt up the pace and: With th

fPuPﬂ;s‘ gz held a I@:Jseeﬁmg &t

"Ahane’ *Sch@@l @k whlhc&"’h’fl thy first
Ahane, Huring. @hab came: ity
stence: THE meeﬁ ig: - ‘took place on,
Mayi 20th, 1909, and the - ofiicers
‘elected™ Wer&——-@ "f; D eg sgbzie
‘Treagiirer, . V&ugh’an SEOL‘Et&TY,
J. RLCI‘L&I{@S on.

It was; agreij_
hurlmg "13’*@* g.n,dI

'-“_ to aﬁﬁ&‘fa:te- a m\mor
La- ;f’r‘~
‘J__W’i*th

- "Phat. this m e 1}0 &dVﬁI‘Se
effect @n th@ Caatlﬁcennell come-
‘back ‘was ' demonstrateq & = short|
‘time later, -when the .:Oastleconnell
lads - regast*eredi
ponshlp Wm ove‘: _
. Marketg: I - senior
ours, 6-41 - t_@ la-3 :a:nd, ‘Ehef'
event 4—l® Hor 22 y =
- ’I’h;s* ’W ut. the Finny

the, ch&mmq ;"_'s:h,lp h&t—trlck and
c:oll«egczt __the Senior _aagr.&. 3-,;-‘=”1:rr tltlas
. _' 5""3.11{; a,@jg_av“men‘t

C o In fak e SHTorT {:'rown
Cast“leaonmell beat the title held-a

thear SUp erromtv in no uncerta.m

nan, J. (—;-,rbefr'i: P Va,ughan, W.
Ga.lla, her - N
Gl‘oomh——-P Mafrgan cap*ta.m-‘ T.
Mangan, M. Man)*an T Griffin,
J. Kennedy, .M. Kenedm =, Liyons,
E. T H&Webr, M Ly*anﬁ,‘ P
_[ in, T Hayes, J. ] 1liane,
' Burns, T I.Glmi ke, M. F'eely,
Tane, L R:a. .-
| In the Cﬂunty Junmr hmr]mg
| semi-final, ° Castleconnell’ beat!
Lou ghgur 2:9' to 2-b, and they took
__the tltle When thaey. ‘beat” Kilm
N _ CQ ;ﬁt}'{ ﬁ;’ﬂ&L

)

( - One of CastIeconnal}’“s ﬁrst a;cts
- as County champions

| ticipate as representm g
ih a great senior wurling :
1 ment in aid . of Ring ixs Cﬂ;l-;;‘
1+the tmph for which was. 4 mag~
1 nificent. :sﬂver shreld Welghmg 56"
| 1bs.,, the gift of Capteain the Hon.
| Otway Cuitfe. 'I‘hey ‘huried a terri- |
| fic game; ‘but were . beaten by
perary, 204 to 232, T
- A félw wéeks Tater thisy: -

S Ll

kengy- f;e&m, Em:.ns ‘Own; then in:
| the Weydar
| _ﬂuem‘;@? amd,

it was g feather in'

the lee?‘:;;}i men,’a By wheil they'
{ came ~throtigh %5 rious - agamst
'such. ster]m»g op pone afs.

- Andther chs metmn ca;m,& ta
Castleconnigll -5 fortnight Late
1. When :“‘ ':-;;'Eer Wafg {hem

| yards

| ,i E 5

ex-

mian, F. Butler; |

b R

[sure .of vlctoryt
i 8k hfs set  for thﬂ

a:, d;erﬁible cham- '_ A 13-

Lers, Croom, 912 to 310, to prove |

rwonld ¥ke to forget
-pever. suceeed- in erasing. :Erom the. -

way. The teams on t-he occasion
were: —i ,.

- ﬂectmne]l J. (“Tyle:r")
Mackey, .cap tal'n Jacky. Ryia,n.
gioaly M. R msfgmd,_.lg’;,ﬂerrber gy
Leonard; - M. MeCarthy, ML Dan—f
aher, J. Fenton, M. Ca.m'élf C.
O’C"annor M. Sweeney, ﬁefm
J, Garroll D. Conway, T Bren-

ﬁ o
G lﬁ’wd who in

was o par-, 9
4 H_L% mérick | M
au_rna.—-‘
B |

Tlp-_
s& at’l Were not out of the woods by any
‘Waterford to- play the crazck Kll-.é'

of its. Wer and in-

ner - af ' a mﬁSt- 'exol:fmg iong puck,'"_' ,-_
corrip@ﬁﬁlm;l, ‘h“ls (E[arwe reaching 94
.af_.,. TS

F'. and they prepared for: the f_

‘;ﬁussle for. victory netgk and: "neck
the  Shannonside — defence. Waﬁ

ﬁ:tia.“l purp}c? p&tcﬁ gf exeit _-;-"'fjg &nd
ewe Wre kmg,_ u mg‘ i
- The Timeérick a'-_ cce-ss wa;s Wholly
Cork. We‘re tock-
and “had - fh
T AL tfgfla%lg ’;:
eaving  th rglee Dpitc 2%
gvenmg Wﬂi& Meackessy’ expressged
the disappointment of his dol-

unéxpected fﬁ;l?

H-.:- ..' ,:’

la,nd 1 az}} of

’*I‘ ick, in. relation
Flnaql Pl;t‘te.d' 7 Ll the
lomkqh al seti' ’ vmta ;- ;_"
| cau .',-“-t & real tartar tor 1ose one:
Vthe “midist controversigl of. hwrlmg
finals by, e single pmm;‘

H was a most unsaﬁl '_y__a;c-ﬁary.
| pame  from the Limierick ' ‘yiew-
pomt with drsputed gaals ‘provid«
[iing: plenty:. :of topic for . discls-

iy no doubt it was. L;tmem,,ck’ “most
dslsappnmtmg hurlmg oc;casmn —
‘one . .that . should .

‘& ‘day that many. whe. were. ‘there
but” couldi

Memory. | |
A BAD BLOW -
It wos 2 bad bBlow to ‘G4stlecon-

,,,,,,

| with the result that Wh,en they met
Fedamore in the stamed Lyons

3 k Memorlal final they were unable 10
- mviwster the scormg pﬁwer o match.

’er their

the four .goals and g p
g ]1’ siate.

oppomenbs fiarked on ~the
| That
{however

4 :‘.

inaffer years
£ ?"at day Was

he’nou»red with ' thes_ Présigency
the G:A.A. He had as téam-

i

<t‘h;é a;d,e: ‘Stephen ' léeson, Mick
 Bourke, Mick Harrington, P. Shin-
' vers; B Oavanagh M. Whglan, ‘Ned

. Keane.

I championship six weeks later, but

means, as they were to disgover

}"On the other hand, Young

.-:}

l:lshed before wag possiblé .ggain
al-all

o
L

their .

leagwes whér he ,saui' “We lfe:ft the

sion for years -after, Thé ﬂaf& and
lands of the day:  were deba;tad at
| chossroads. and firesides, -ang. there

‘have. been. @
_. trmmp}h, but ended: up:a tragedy—-,

nell, and the ‘effects of thie' defeat
were reflected in a conblderable-

us‘k,-_? drop. in the morale of,the. Pla,yers,_

iTre;wy J. Qumlan J. Rysn, Egan_
lOlancy, 3. Clancy, L_John CaSe‘y anda

; Whien 1t ’-_~'ey encountered Young Ire-
?land in the County final AE_',Eéica;de'
| egirlier, - the blue and. gold jad city
¢ lads had robbed them of th ’1«r only
. previois County erown; and Castle-
'connell were determined’ th such
'8 thing was not- gomg to hafppen
*the secotid tlme o |
NECK AND NEGK STRUGGLE

Jand were as equally primed ﬁo the
o teelln that what had been: a,&com-

3

Iee

Iater yeéars ivas 4o

aates: Con Scanlaﬁ, ;Wh@ Skippered

Castlecenhel ’rook revenge in ‘the -

g ;’*set and fit' to fight :for: & ling’s
‘ocoaston L ransom. A neck and neck’sirtiggle

916G Munster S .' li‘ Ing | {or. supremiacy. it proved belween
ail.r,‘ ﬁ ,'*_fitfwo gregt teams;. Who. were: level
'lgé,- s gfﬁ’m}m@;%g@ 0 e g often -as. the‘y awere:. c%i?’ffemee
tﬁ f ﬁhmughout & hectic "hour In fact,

; m«td

4, e _",-,,:5..

':;;?as'.‘-he las.t minutes trcke& away

- ce:rtamty
v but

_dravw. looked glmast a

?-'ghﬁ ‘E)h ‘the stroke of. f1m,e, Young
ind were awarded, a frés, far
1 out on fhe wing, and’ ’ehf‘-t ‘prince
aof hurlers on a placed. ball = Tom
:Hayes, put ‘between, the supmghts
 for . th&l last -effort of th:e unfor-
._‘- ge ttable: haur———a(nd Young” Ixz’eland
:*Vrct”ory
~ The new champmns were-——eTom
Hayes captain; P, Scanla,n goal J.
| Gubbm,s -« MR, Ha,}v&y,, J. agan,
' J. McNamara, A.. Kelly,. O Mcf}lll
J. Hayeés, B Murphy J. Ryan, .P.

;amél J. tBrennan. SR

. ortismen to, the core, heYoun

: Ireland 1”%ub dec?de& th‘*a};; althou 1%
'they. Wwere entitled to, the; selectlon
of the County team they -would
leave it to Castleconnell, in tribute
to the splend1d way they brought
thé "County
 Hmelight' the prévious séason. .

back - to the hurling

Frawley, T, McMahon J Sweeney'_

tmna;
at Cork Athletic .

1911 MUNSTER FINAL

érlck won the 1911 Munster

‘in rousmg style iIn" | sensa-
ame. with TLPE&I‘&I{Y, played

Grounds..

Prermier County boys looked “home
and dried” as Ahey led by seven

Roints. with tén .
rem‘&mmg, anid tHe

mlnlgeﬁ “hurling .
cmwd« already

leaying the groun ~
i é’f turnéd m Ise*w fracks, how-

3 er, Whelﬁl Mieck F»e;aly spot a mar-
ve]]oug goal from midfield to spark

3 Oﬁ
SW

w‘.ﬂ-ﬁ-.-l -,

6RE a’uéht

aT Limeriek that

ept all before it and in a hurri-
¢ane -

fAnishH Shaﬁnoﬁsﬁe scores

came’ rapidly, . and Limerick were
three pomts ahead when the ﬁnal

ever combination in the
final,

WQJ

. Fwhistle Went.”

Pitted againg$ N@resﬁdes great'est_

Afhleﬁw Gmﬁn
that was, never playgd'

All-Ireland
the stage seemed set for a

";féuperb with Pa,dﬂy ! ;'.;;_-;‘Iﬂlaf'ﬂ‘?_'_‘;f‘ty_ of | glorious encounter -but the fate
Rathkéale gnd . the. Yo.l_-'% ¢ r:gs--’.;‘_-';z-:raeland decreed ot:hgz:wme and . al';_l thz
 pair;. Timmie O'Brien. a,mi “Forn | Bright hopés” of & "-ue R}band
Hayes, -really: outstandﬂ' g odn’ e | evaporated on thié  sodden

CAnd. &"gﬁme

Castleconnel glory was over, s0

-'-_.r.._;

gmp ffteen

years for. the next

PEricdE  ih - OUF StO6¥Y <5 the

co-mmg into being of the fabulous
.Ahane, makers of Limerick, hurling
hlstory |

.

Fedamore team proved itself,
In. __goals.--‘.:

-

LA
v Myl . _J,...-_.-..' - -
. '\-‘Hr' up: f

R AR

The .
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= Castleconnell :( “Iisquotle  1rol

" an article in the “Limerick Leader”

- .of December, 1933, recalling“the re-
S, turn of that.

- fold in - 1908, tol-win Dot

-, County -senior: and’:junior - titles,

' ‘and lead Limerick to.a pair.of All-. 0

{ however,_

Yvas  held -at - the ~Gaélic: League

.

|

|

N

| exit, but: on’ a replay. 'They drew|
| with Fedamore at the first meet-

“I the Ahdane”Club, but the members:

I kept active. through the aid: of
{friendiy ' games arranged from
1 time to.time_ - - - o

{ follows:—

| way,  Garrett O'Meara, P. Q'Brien,

| meet Fedamor
championship,
| distinction of

i
b

4

Vice-Cheirman, -

e g e e——. e = Y e e ——————

LY TE— A el

r
ik nieiinllell N

fer f-‘NTINUED) cont
1US O’CEALLAIGH =

yEFORE  passing from the last
* ‘great  glory period-of the old-
nell :Club,» Li:quote from

club; to  the ;Gaelic.
toi-win poth * the’

Ireland senior -‘hurlingfinals. ' .
C ¢ A meeting o of “the  local; (}a_,.el—s.__

Rooms, ‘Castleconnell, this week in.

-----

. December twenty, five yeats ago, to

~ ‘revive the -once-:famous: hurling.
' club—the - Emmets.’  The: following.

were-elected: W, F. Lee, Chairman;. .

S. Lyons; Treasurer; Joe. Herbert,

i'Secretary;: with ‘John ‘Carroll ‘and.
: Pat Hynes, -and -two members. to. | T8 Ao
be" co-opted “from: the Ahdne . dis- . 16 points

trict.

_“There 'is "no necessity: toi refer

to 'Messrs; Carroll, Lee :and; Her- |
. bert, as they are still actively work-
ing in the Irish Ireland movement.

[ Lyons ~(now: of Tralee). and P..

‘Hynes' of -the!‘City, arestill active
supporters of -both’ the G.A.A. and
the Gaelic League..'S.“Lyons is a
brother-in-law" of *David ‘Conway,
oné-time’ member-of ‘the -Castlecon-
niell - famed ~hurling’ team, -and  at
present- Vice-Chairman ~of” ‘the
Ahane Hurling Club.” .. . .. . .
JUNIOR WINN¥RS OF 1910 - .
| - HONOURS. '-

| ,The members ‘of the.junior team

that won. the 1910 -honours were;.
‘Robert! Richardson, Captain; ‘John-
Richardson" " - (Ardvarna),” -Ned-
Vdaughan, John Vaughan, Paddy
Vaughan (Killeengariff), Pat Ryan
(Coolnahila), Denis Callinan, ' Pat-

rick Collins, John Collins (Laught),

John: Gleeson ' (Raheen), James
Ryan, (Sallymount), William -Fen-
ton ‘(Mount Shannon), William Car-
‘roll, -Con: Mackey, :Tim Daly
(Castleconnell). =~ -

- The Ahane Hurling Club was re-
organised aftéer a lapse of a num-

| ber .of years; at -a meeting held on
| November 22nd,:1926,.- The chair-

{)man ~ appointed. - -was .
- O’Reilly, with L Ritzpatrick, NUT,,

Rev. P

a8 vice-chairman . .- The ‘treasurer

{ was” Denis Ryan, and the secret-

ary, Pat O'R eilly, now Chairman.

of ‘the County Board, G.AA.- ;The

‘members - of . -that . first .revived

1 committee were: D.” “Conway,: .. M.
| Ryan,. S, Carroll,” P, Scanlan, Pk.
| Ryan, J. McGratp and M. McDon-,
g e R TG A RS

- On the 12th :-HDécembrél the fClubE

{played .its” first: match. against old

parish rivals, Newport, and by the

| narrowest of margins, a point: the
t1youthful. Ahane team were bheaten;

‘This was their only game in 1926.
77 CA WISE DECISION.
Ahane caused quite a surprise in

‘| Gaelic circles when. they -decided
Ton entering both: senior and’ junior
{teams for the 1927 County Cham-
‘| pionships. This 'step, though much
laiscussed at the time, 7 proved a.
1wvery wise one, 8s it kept the play-
‘| ers "of senior stetus resident in the
‘| parish. (who' had helped city clubs
+1in° their -championship matches),
| from playing with outside . clubs,

and consequently made ‘them In-,

terested in the local club. -~ ‘|
1" Ahane’s - interest 1in
county - titles- did. not last long..

the 1927

‘i'ne < seniors . went out . before
Treaty in the first round. The
juniors also made & {first round

ing, but were beaten at the second

| attempt—no mean ' achievement as
| was afterwards - proved, for Ted-.
| plonship;-1927 was. a lean year for

F
d
@
+

1
B

At .the 1928 annual "ni'-eg-:t__ipg the.
committee was re_'—-constitijlted as |

Father O'Reilly;
1. - Fitzpatrick,!
N.T.: Treasurer, Pat O'Reilly; Sec-|
retary, J. Moynihan; with D. Con-|

Chairman, Rev.

Timmy Ryen, M McDonagh, -D.
Lawlor, P. Carroll, M. Ryan, D
Forde and D. Ryan. o
‘Ahane were again drawn @ to,
e in the 1928 junior
and the pair had the |
.p}aying‘ on the open-

|

ing day of the then newly acquired. ’

Limerick Gaelic. Grounds,,

C

1 with Bohermore, W

- popular and famous throughout the

astleconnell

- VERY INTERESTING GAME..
A very JUnteresting game it
proved . but . hane were  decisive
winners in the end. This date, Aug-
ust 12 1928, marks the  turning.
point in the fortunes of the Ahane

Club. It was their first victory for

 championship honours. Thelr. next |

' ' gement was not, |

until. ‘March 3rd, 1929,

‘when, at the Gaelic Grounds, they-
had a . very-closely contested game;

hich they: won

20, - L

beat Treaty, 21 points. to

10th to qualify: for: the.

"County final, in which they: had:
Kilmeedy as opponents. This match
was played at Adare on June 16th
and Ahane won: by:double scores,

3 ; to 8, to.notch the first|

hip crown to. theéir name.

‘“Writing later -on that success,

 Willie Leeisaid:i— % 077 ..

““These :Shannonsiders, " now: . So

' championship enga

‘by- a solitary point, .2-1 to.,
1 8 “on May

" ‘whole country, in their infancy,
:‘while engaged in local games, did
‘pot” show much promise, Their
. ‘material was raw and young. Still
they persevered. Their . grit and

‘determination at - this stage was
certainly most admirable. The old

Castleconnell and Ahane tradition |

| ~and when the
youngsters—sons ‘and relatives: —
of* the famous- old hurlers between
the Shannon ang,the Mulcaire came.
on, many of us recalled the famous .
clashes with Fedamore, Young Ire:
land, Claughaun, -Croom, :
the never to be forgotten dear old
Markets Field of .the .old . days
‘Man of us’

helped them on,

‘ finished our premier hurlers are |
~to-day, or what great honours are’
won for ‘our city and county, the
‘memories of the men.-of the.past,
who kept'the G.A.A. flag flying in~
hard and bitter times, shall always

e

- be. fondly cherished. ~ _.
.- AHANE ON THE UP GRADZI.
“In 1929 the Kilmeedy team.was
considered “an- outstanding and un-
beatable junior -combination.” When
“we arrived at that picturesque ‘spot
on .the Maigue these western lads
were-promenading -the “grounds:in
hurling attire, ~strongly ‘confident.
of victory:  The  Ahane -lads -were
on ‘the ‘up - grade. I do not:think:
‘that they anticipated being:so-sup: I
erior of -their . opponents,  but - as*
transpiréed = afterwards,. : Kilmeedy i
‘was not in' the' picture -in Sspeed,
cleverness and the finer points:ofr
the game.. =~ . . L7 niT
. “Tam not refle¢ting on the West:
ern lads as having" previously seéen
Ahane in some clashes I was more
- than ‘surprised myself at the bril-
' Jiant exhibition they gave us that
day. They became- senjors as a re-

‘etc.,, in{

like to live in the past, |
and no matter how advanced and !

sult of that game and never looked .

‘back. Like other teams, they met

with a few reverses but they were
very few. Every Limerick Gael, no
“matter how hot- the opposition or
how keen the rivalry, will concede
those Shannonsiders - the  honour
and credit of helping - much. to
bring Sharsfield’s County to the

—— VY -

‘honoured position - it occupies to--

. day in’ our hurling history. ‘Feda~
| more, Croom, . Young . Ireland,
Claughaun, Newcastle West, Kil-
“ finane, - Murroe,
Kildimo, have nobly ¢o-operated,
and, sinmilar to my ‘experience of
over a quarter of a century ‘ago, -
the .band of Limerick hurlers trav-
elling’ together these late years is
a8 fine a circle of Ireland’s youth
as ever crossed camans. ‘A distinct
credit to their county and country.
I .miss dear old Pallag, Rathkeale
and :.I._Ca}l'_lerline, “the . Homes of the
Kengedy’s, Ryans, Flaherty, Tin
ILiloyd, Cremear, Flood and com-
pany”
‘A KILMEEDY VICTORY.
. Kilmeedy, beaten in-the  junior
final;- ‘had’ theunique satisfaction
-of “eapturing the. Intermediate Co.
‘hurling: érown - the- very next Sun-
‘day; when they.defeated -Pallas in
the final, 2:6 to-2-I. The victorious

Kilmeedy fifteen were: M.“¥lynn,

Captain; J. Wall, "J. ‘Dohovan, M.

O'Brién;: Py Culhane, W, Irwin, J.

Neengan,~ O ‘Cronin, R: Cronin;. R.

“MecIeown,, 'T. Durworth, J. "Ryan,

T. Chaw
Carthy. . ST
- The -Ahane -successes, Wwhich
opened what may truthfully be de-
scribed as:the golden era of Lime-
rick hurling, will be dealt: with in

ke, P. Fitzgibbon, P: Me-

the next article. .

Cappamore and -
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By SEAMUS O'CEALLAIGH

JT was in 1930 that the great
-+ . Ahane team really made its
‘name. The officers appointed at
the annual general meeting were:
"Rev, Fr. O'Reilly, Chairman; David
Conway, Vice-Chairman; Treasurer,
‘Pat O'Reilly; Secretary, Liam
 Cumming, N.'T. Committee—Garrett
. O’'Meara, Paddy Scanlan, Timmy
‘Ryan, J. Doyle, Paddy .O’Brien, D.
Forde, J. Moynihan and E. McDon-
‘agh. The Club entered four teams
for the County hurling champion-
 ship—senior, intermediate, junior
and minor. .
- The Club’s first important outing
j-of that season was on June 1st
{ when they carried a team to Clon-
| mel to . play the great Waterford
team of the period— Erin’s Own.

opening “of the present Clonmel

Sportsfield. |
{ The following Sunday, Ahane had

{ Cappamore, in the opening .round
~of the senior hurling championship.
| Treaty objected to the award, how-
1 {ver on téchnical grounds and won

‘their case’ at the County Board.
i“An appeal to.the Munster Couneil
[ failed to alter the verdict, so Ahane

‘were out of the premier champion-

ship competition. '

- SPORTING OFFER OF RE-

-+ PLAY ACCEPTED. .
- Net exactly, however, for ‘reaty
sportingly came back with thedoffer
( of a re-play, and this was agreed
 to for Limerick Gaelic Grounds on
August 17th. This turned out a day
not - easily forgotten by the partic-
ipating teams as the match was
i played -in a- continuous dewnpour.
| And_after a lapse of thirty years
!

I ean still see plainly picturéd be-
. fore me referee Denny Lanigan out
-on the then rugged pitch ‘holding
.an umbrella with one hand as he
%ried to manage the task of enter-
~1Rg scores, ete., with the other. It
was the only occasion I ever saw
a .referee use an umbrella during
& Gaelic game, but the weather
that day certainly justified the de-
barture from -established custoni.
. Ahane ag |
Ing to meet Claughaun in the next
roynd. This match took place at
*-C}_ap.pa,more and with both sides
' scoring ten points the result was g
“draw. The re-play took place on
‘October 5th, at ‘Croom, Ahane win-
ning' by 23 pointg to 4.
- The lads from the north-east
‘forner thus qualified to meet
Young Ireland in the East Lime-
rick final and this wag arranged
for Limerick Gaelic Grounds on
October 19th. This turned out an-
other very wet day but this time
the referee declared the pitch un-
playable. The match- was re-fixed
for Croom: a fortnight later and a
right royal tussle it proved. John
cRey gave a particularly note-

Macke

but Yoeyng -

- "

game by 19: points to 17. .

;  UNIQUE EXPERIENCE. .
. Ahane, however, will not Tead-
ily forget 1930, for. they had the
unique experience of having to
‘travel twice for. each match 1in
the senior championship, - -
‘The Ahane lads had.revenge over

Young Irelands when the pair met

1n the 1930 County Junior Hurling
Championship - and they defeated
the city men 9-4 to 3-1. The follow-
|ing Sunday they beat St. Patricks

1
[

!

{

I
f

-

Y]

This matech  ‘marked the official

| a .decisive victory ovef Treaty, at

ain won, thus qualify-|

hy. display -on that occasion,
Ireland wWon a hectic

[the: recollections of

‘away  beyend all

[

in-the same competition, and’ cap-

j tured the Kast -Limerick. crown
‘with a victory over Caherline,  8-4
ta 5-0. T
They continued their winning:way
‘when ‘they defeated Templegian-
tine, 11-1 to 3-0, to qualify for the
county. final, in which their oppon-
ents were Bruree, whom they 1':13_ @g,t,
e-

8-5 to 1-3. The teams in tha

cider will. be of interest: - ..
~ Ahane — P. O’'Shea, P. Hilliard,
M. McDonagh, J. Ryan, M.:Ryan,
‘M. Quinlivan, E. McDonagh,:.J.
Mackey, P. Joyce, J. Burns, - P.
O’Brien, T. Ryan, M. Hourigan, E.
Delaney, M. Hickey. SRR
Bruree—P. Potter, J. Potter, D.
Lawlor, P:. Lawlor, J. Callaghan,
P. Gallagher, J. Shea, J. Cussen,
W. Murphy, J. Harold, M. Enright,
D. Kirwin, M. Sexton, C. Cahill. .
"ANOTHER BIG SUCCESS.

Another big championship suc-
cess came the Ahane :‘way that
year, when-they woiithe helated
1929 County “minor hurling final,
and became first holders of that
title. In the decider, they met Doon
at Cappamore, and won, 4-7 to 3-5,
in one of the best and most gruell-
ing games witnessed for many a
day. L
In tournaments, too, Ahane had
many successes, and particularly
prized were the set of medals they
won In the tournament organised
by the Benedictine Fathers of
Glenstal Castle. D
In the semi-final of a tournament
for a set of gold medals and silver
cups, presented by Rev. Father
Condon, P.P., Newport, the Ahane
lads had a great win over Temple-
derry, to qualify to meet their old
rivals, Newport, for the trophies.
At the first meeting the teams
drew at 3 goals each, but: Newport
created a major surprise ‘when
they won.the re-play by 19 points
to 13. .
Ahane took their first step to the
winning of the senior County
crown when they beat ‘the holders,.
Young Ireland, 8- to.-1-2, at
Croom, on May 31st,-1931. Tt was
a disappointing game, in which the
challengers were .clearly  superior,
and was spoiled by 8 heavy down-
pour of.rain. i P
With victories over Hospital, 4-9
to 2-1, and Treaty, 12-5 to 0-2,
Ahane qualified for the 1931 Co.
Senior Hurling Final, in -which
they beat Croom, 5-5 to 1-4. P
The teams that day were:—= -
Ahane: Paddy Scanlan (Captain;),
Denis O’'Malley, M. McDonagh, P.
Hilliard, John - Mackey, . Mick
Mackey, Anthony Mackey, Timmy -
Ryan, J. Ryan, M. Ryan, E.
O’Brien, Mick Hickey, M. Quinli-
van, E. McDonagh, P. Joyce. |
_Croem: T. Breen, M. Horan, Dr.
J. J. Stuart (now ~President of
the G.A.A), J. . O’'Brien, M. O’Brien, "
J. . McDonnell, P, Kearney, J..
Roche, J. O’Dwyer, J. Kennedy,"-
A. Keating, W. Corkery; ‘M. “Mah-"
ony, J. Griffin, W. Griffin. ‘.
It was a proud: day for ‘Willie
Lee when Ahane brought home the
Co. “Senior Hurling' Cup. - For 40
years he taught snd encouraged:
hurling” in Ahane School, and no
man could claim a grester ‘share’
than he when Ahane went - from
triumph to triumph in the ensuing
Vears. S
/illie Lee saw ‘them .win the
k of the twenty-five titlés of

!

|

{bul

1the "great glory period of Ahane.
It was a memorab

le spell in the
sh and one that
sured . place ‘in
‘all'theose lucky
enough' to be associated with - it;
Space limitations permit mg only
to list the many successes the -
Ahane lads won, For. the partici-
pants and those closely assaciated
‘with . the events of the timeg,” dif-
lerent occcasions will have their
own special memories. .. .
SIXTEEN SENIOR HUBLING
- TITLES, — 7 ;
" Bixteen senior hyrling titles were
Captured in 'all, “to Fut*g&hane
_. 1d--ail - challengers  at
the head of the honours ‘rol]l. The
years of success are stamped in-
delibly on many minds—1931° 1933,
1934, 1925, 1936, 1937, 1938, 1839,
1942, 1943, 1944, 1945, 1946, 1947,
1048, 1955. o T
On five successive occgsions
Ahane had the unique:_disnzil;ac-tinn
of winning both the Senior Hurl-
Mg and. Senior Football . Champ-:
ionships of Limerick County. The:
years were: 1935. 1938, 1937, 1938,
1939, o R S
They won the Junior Hurling
Crown, as already. reg&rdéﬁ,-, in
1928 and 1930; whilst ‘minor’ hurl-

history of the pari
must hold a tres

'standsrd in

Ing county successes. graced their
1929 and 1940 & =



OR 40 years Wlihe Lea taught

in Ahane School, ‘and- many' of
his old pupils maintain’ ‘that few.
greater
their marked_ esteem for their old/|
._.schnolma.ster, Mr. "Willie F.Lee |
greatest 1
Collins, Tlmmﬁn (Ryan, Joe. La.wlor

Mikey Hourigan—|

| went". through ‘the- school area col-
lecting -

-teachers anyIWhere left. &
impression on his pupils: and dist-
rict) than did the grand mold Ahagne.
schoolmaster—one of the
of teachers and one of the kmde*st,
ﬁcf men.. -

" A wonderf‘lﬂ Gaellc enthruslasd:-—-

he loved. and- lived igr hurlmg———-he'

transmitted  this: enthysiasm -with
all the fervour he could muster to

all those Wlth whﬂm he ﬁame mf.casag thﬁf.;_

loffered;”
;thsg‘;aptmn;”L

contact

_ Himself 'a_pmduct of the old-Burl-
ing schoal———he was Wlth the

of G.A.A. control it was - only

natural that he should fﬁv@ur‘ the €l
play to” become_-. {
a consistent advocate -of .the ad- | sio]
gamed from h1tt--.

direct methods 111

-Vanta,ges to bhe
mg the: ball on the ground.k o

In s;eason and out Wllhe I;ee sang;
the praises of hurhng 1o hls pupﬂs 1o
and all others with whom he cameé in.|
contac?Hm Gagelic gospel reacbed..;
for his. mﬂuence was: 1n - Abg
and was. re31dent in- Castlecqnnell .jj' aciled . as”
80 he was in contact with the+ en- U E on
‘Muryoe parxsh for the- lads~ | fmm;i AN relerencesy -1,
| Idﬁ-;; CORYEYIRG: Lie 1act
scho Olmg‘ gt | YORRE, Fieh-idid DOOL
‘Ahane, and shared ‘the Tove., and-.-_ h 2T Spontancousty.
respect, for the “ Master * that was | the necessay
1N every tme qf hlsii}’- ;: .:‘3{:;\ el Ll

many .‘ears, -
wide-spread. He taught i

tire parish. He even extemied

~which -
got

Annagh,
Ahane,

1‘1.1113

alﬁm
’thelr‘ ge

mgramed
: pu pIIS.

CHIS PRIDE AND HIS JQY

These Sﬁlf-same puplls were hl 5 i ~mr

pr;de.- and his joy, and’ ‘nobody dare

| good and. the bad, the “weak
i the strong, the poor and the,
the ”brﬂhant ‘and " the ° dull
meant the same  to him.

Not only did.
gate hurling ‘in

ling ‘the game 3t thejr. leisure. -

"-spovts field bv any .mesns.

n  well

‘embarrassed throug‘h mahllitv'

procure” . the
hooks,.

and ?E‘wcst Hnlv Commlzn@n Wﬁre
{ other demands met. W}theut
tign “for needyv families oyt @'F a-
| slender, "He - could
| thma‘sﬂ—-—but he’ ‘made ‘the: ga,p*mﬁapm
T willinglv as,qd was. never Iﬁn@wn t@
complam “on” that scere

PRE S‘F‘ N"I‘A.TIO N

Wﬂh@ Lee retlred fr'
,-.m 1932 Qm

;_-,marked by
glﬂ :pli'ﬁll&. An a,pébunt Gf

- from ‘the cnlumns af th T
Leader of the pgm 5

] L, will- be
leh mtprest, S WII e r@ad
mmte nufmde t he .'_.:*ifurlmfr

© piteh, ‘Ahane “and’
"'-L?BE‘lﬂ M“ s -3 d Annash

: -_When &nd whem

o R -'-u."'.-\"" Bt s it . v
H g o e ey

and the 'oocpasion  was.

T thig:
iy "eriﬁk

oy -'a'|.n...|_-\.|d-|{+-.-| T oana

-'-;serwces glven sh«muld be

Joe Ryan -and

‘lectgrs. put g

Castle- | merely
connell ‘hurlers in the_ ear‘hest ﬂaysi su;t&.,ﬁﬁ'l-ﬁ preﬁe ¢

i:[1633-7__ -

i
L N
. . . '| 'j"i-"...-'_"-- S TE ) Rl '.;
2 "'E,.'- By o B -
- ,'." ,ﬂ'.'.q_ :._ Ll S5
. T : A

I schoolh&use, emnl
isay a word. ag‘a,mst hig bmrs n Thej:
I"l ch

Al |
They |
were of his great; big: famrly,, and
like the Supreme Master of all, he-
knew no dlfferencer between ‘them.
Wﬂhe Lee-"propa- .
L Aha, Schml and: |
| varish, but he actus ly Supplwd the |
hurleys and balls free to- hig Tads”
and gllowed them take them' home,’
.50 that. they could cqnt;nue practis-*., N

| trie sedss ef the wal%f-:[

His charity did not,end in f’he?
_ A lot | ]
of it 'will never be known, but it ls'}."-"'
repﬂgmsed fact that hef'i"'
helped many a -poor fa.mlly, whilst
the negedvhoy had. never. to: feel?-;
ils that he
necegsary. &Ghaol:} :Veymg do hls old pupl
Thev were &lwavsr nrcmded?-?
| for }ﬂm Ontﬁts for. C’onﬁrmafmné“
| help:

rurse thet was never. anvt;hmg but | of ;love, netwithstanding the tI‘l&lS

IS 2afford: such|.

:.~._.._-;tert f;:_

teaehmg ‘ ':'_‘: g

-i.'.spe’:mally mentmmng Tove for the
1. poor man’s: c,__,-i‘_,-lld and -the patriotic
_-:'-,.='f01mda+t ons; - he
h at J"t@@k‘ ;ﬂ,

| those 1ea,nmgs
:EG fh,ﬁ Q’@"@ﬁ‘i‘ﬂn J.::_f

publlcly-
appreciated:: The past’ pupllsl would
not: let all - the« cradlt go to the |
present-day - ~pupils.  showing

“Five  of -the olg students-—-Pa.dd

subscrlptwns .towards
'Dresentatlonf toMro Lee. The col-
2. Himit ‘on the amounts
theycould: :g_-....___av;:c*ep;t So . in many|

-

reducéd |
ab,]ect

g -only a
Their -

v

ta{\?*z

Vv tov.get:

tor 111 A €

asmns “Mr. |
& c{ampllmem :
g -‘elr teacher

ham ¢ ;:hw ﬁff'i.cﬂnmdered de-
'_'ji- _’@I'@f 3 ;rﬁm them.
sterred in happy termg-to
Cdays  they had in the old
emphasising p a.rtlcul-
arly, ‘too," Iea:dmg fraitg -
‘master’s  dh arac%@r,
';andk_ f‘mtexeﬁ;t l.q{ i:h-*é:-.-?p.@ﬁr' man’s son,
gave 1:0#**-—‘%*&2‘!&,@@5_’”
;.:advantag‘e sof 1 X
tion from:. h;m.e- Fe ‘always strove
‘hatd “to . ‘make! t'f.‘lam min in the
‘and parti-
cularhn ‘good” Ir:lshmen, -Whg shouuld

Joev their cauntry next to their|

M&ker Ty concluswn, ‘on behalf of
.the del_e,gatm -and - every . many

;T - M
‘.J.,:.' [ :.'\ N .‘ ..,1;?:Ir:; '.!_' 2 A CE [
S .l‘ . &’ny LH.I- . yur P II. ’
LY .r .' LR
ks Sy

MR LEE’sf RE’i’LY |
“Mr Lee Suitably rephed con=

nnagh held %

‘an a,ppreclatmn for whatever little
he.gave ta. it hig seholars for
the b,attlj_f_";*mf 14£e Tt was plainly
egvident to! avern rorie it 'was a labour

:Ahane' and::

%~.-and twublgs of! g teacher’s life.
S was 8 IWays a matter of . the

-""_"grea,tastf’-"f"'sataamﬁtmn that no mat-— :
___.nlts ‘»head he had 1

‘BLEW iaet‘bple of 'Ahane
.‘ﬂg; 1‘ind him. That was|

li

SWith  refarence: fto Mr" Gollms

Jhe:did -not . consider
ueh crecht ‘ought be’
him self ‘personally”. for
Hls people. who
came. be‘f@re hlm sheuld get some’

j' given taoi

a

r_,safd ;_9~'%f-f17fefuse the sums

-was |
Sufy icient: to procure |;
ats. 'which  would - bel-
by therr ﬁld teacher as mem-|

f,;;-_-*qm%e ~eggily: suc-|
*prmsew*ﬂrthy Imsp-- s

151j

in. theiri
“Hig . klndnLess.

'f_@_undatmn he|

-:‘};;_.- _fng ‘his educa-f_

i
o - - - -

P NI S

roman,: B and ‘gifl in Ahane |
and- /Anna h ‘desired Mr. Lee to
ceept: "t ;szifﬂe ‘presents  as -a
f-tfr:i

d-iy =.;~.,sheg for him |

fre et - -

Early associations leave

8 lid ]: fgn 3tself which he |
¥ 8 presentation from his| always

I support and well wishes; Wii’

th&y cgnszdgr

:faP?I‘ECI@f;IQn fﬂr___ t;,;}__,'ase fa,vours as

i

‘he came from the people, was of
‘| the_people, and for the people, ‘with

the further advantage that he was

“nurtured and brought up in a nat-
eonsidered: qu y@ung and g.,o O h .
1g

ional home which was. 8 meeting

‘place for whom  were . popularly
‘termed the ‘boys’—members of the

Irish . Republican  Brotherhood.
imprints
for life. Those advantages explain
a good deal of the Ahane teachmg
-—democratic and :patriotic.
VERY SINCEBE THATNKS

| ““Mr ‘Lee concluded by demrmg{'

| the delegatlon to - eonvey to . -the
_Ahane and Annagh peeple his very

sincere ‘thanks for .'their sgﬂlendld-”
gifts and alse for - thelr ‘kindness;

| ich he
always enjoyed - durmg hls long’

teaching career. . .

“Mrs. Lee klndly“entertamed thef.

visitors, and this was followed by
.@ very enjoyable mus:cal evemng,

‘'some of the Ahane hurlers display-
ing talents in addition to the music
of .the clash of the ash, of Which'

they ‘gave- ewden_ce 50 Well on the. |
| playmg pltch o |

. - .
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osT leer'lck Gaels remember
Wiliie - Lee ‘best for the stir- . i

rin); weekly ar.icles he wrote i

the ‘flLimersck Xeader” on nat.le
games. . with his deep and pro-
1)O=und klaowledge, dating back to

the very eariiest GLA.A. days, he | Seérved one 1is galling 1n ‘the
- always had ‘soine. nmg  userul
say, .and ‘he said 1t- in a nemely
and. attractive ‘way.,

hu‘rllng he- hed one great piea all
- the-,
“hurter.
, boys, alw&ye"’
gent and imperative to-day!
| even . then, for it we could get its

1o

With  his . wide experience er

Jme to the up and coming |
At was “Pull on the ground ;
— a. plea more ur-
than

general eeeeptance in the County
the hurling pl:&'t‘i.ll‘&* wen;u. De .ur

. brighter than il is now.

been esl{ed by rnelny
1'&"

I have
readers to. reproduce some of

.wrltmge,. as typical of the man,

I'ness and mg ury.,

and it is a pleasure {0 print some
few extracts from the many
columns that. flowed from his pen
over the: ‘stirring vyears, when
Ahane were at the:u: hurling
zendthy and Limerigk efnjoyed a
spell .we may net eXperlence

agein, . - ‘
A RALLYIN(: CALL IN 1933 i

Wilhe encouraged leermk to :

the  great events -of 1933 “when |
]‘Munster honours were again won
| and only Johnny. Dunne's fameue

goal deprived. gne - County of a
glorious ‘All-Ireland success. There
was. . sound coinmon .sense in what |

the wrote at the commencement
of that season:

“This is & time . of steektakmg‘

"end preparation and it behoves us:

to examine ourselves and see how |

a we gtand, Our strong points and |

weaknesses ought to be felrlyi
well known bv now, and the inval-
uable ' .experience . gelned in the
inter-county contests must heve!
been of gredat help, inasmuch as
our boys have been up wagainst
various contirasting styles—a - valu-
able lesson for the future. .
“The guestion of .another centre-
ﬁeld man has beén raised: surely
- have - sufficient meterlal {o
supply the need, It is always wise.
to have capabie 'understudies te
take their places at all times:; it is
very -bad policy to depend en one
man, no maiter how invaluable he
may "be, when one eene1ders ill-

- “Havery. - hurler 4n every club
should be ever etmvmg’ to fit him-
self for a place on the Couniy

selection, and not think that those

places: are -specially reserved for
others. A ,g;eo-d man who has the
interests of - ‘his county at heart
will be’ elweyus willing to stapnd

l.down ‘for a better man—the very .

best of men -often-have an off-day.
DAVE OLOHESS:Y AND PADDY
SOA_N_LAN

“A.s l write, I ‘see “that Dave
Clohessy. is renked as one of the
best of presen.t day . 1brwerds
‘Whom fate has ‘denjed. g Teal op-
pprtumty of exhibiting- hIS ‘worth!’
“This is heartemng, for although
our forwards, on the, whole, have
shown & ml,ueh needed iImprove-
ment, still their shooting has been
erratic end th;at of "course, nulli-
fies - any -promising movements.
This very . .point. should = have
spec:1e1 ettentwn and t.e.ming de-
'voiteq to it, for when all is said
-and done, 1t is scores that count,

“Anether met*er of almost equal

ilmperttalrnee is . that of free pucks.

I remembher how -the great Con
Scanlan -used . to pzraatlee putting:

I balls .into -a pot sunk in a fence.

That shewed the ‘real artist," ever -

'etrw1ng to ‘hetter ‘himself and it-is

' of pe‘ty rlvelrles——relegete them

i1910 These are the men to emul-

',im the- days when 'Limerick -weére
fighting to get to the ton, he had
thig to say:

~ the attacking and even when the
Scores were level they ,
tain winners. 'The -Shannon: defeat!

"._use of the chances ‘that came- thelr

fit - ourselves to be- ‘worthy. cham-|
pions, to give of our very best in
‘the field ang to act as spor’ Smen
and Limerickmen on ang off it.

successors and ‘the new . year will
seeé us upheldingr *the best tradi-
‘tions. of ' our beloved Limerick.”

this striving that wins matches. It |

would be. ‘'well worth while" to get

~any. who - show special ability
'eherpsheetere specially tramed

“The past year has brought' nss

into the llmellght let us hope the; |

present ' ong Wlll bring .. us - thé
crown of sueceee teo leng demed
us,

"We must ellse :net ferget the
element of ill-luck which - hds so
often dogged . -our - footsteps . and.

deprivedg us of ‘a Well ~Jmeriteq vie-

tory.. Against this “we have no
rennedy——all we can do is to strive
by every ‘means’ in our power to |

—— —_—.

“Let the: New Year.see the end
to their natural oblivion--andletus
'see once more the grand brothérly
| spirit.” off (hat gallant ‘band of
ate, Make thern preud of their

UUR. FORWARDS ALWAYS

OUR WEAK' SPOT.
ertmg' of ‘an undeserved defeat

“Limerick did. three-quarters of
looked cer-|

was ‘due: solely to {he1r not making|

@:

- will
~scores that
| - parations a.ccerdmgly‘? :
wards have been . aiways our weak |

from the freeg that came

|

, a chanceg’

‘'want of finish,
_freesl

I

- (CONTINUED})

they got.-

“It is seddenlng end maddemng-

'to have. to digest this,

A beating

by 2 superior team is no dzsgrecen¢ -
unde-
ex-

but to heve to suffer an

‘treme,
- “All this is nothing new—it

By 'SEAM[JS O'CEALLAIGH

- way, Whilst .Cork utlhsed those

f

is’

only history repeating itself, When

Limerick 1learn that it

count, and make pre-

spot, and, accordingly, special . at-
tention sheuld have been devoted
to them. Brilliant individual huri-
ing is only SO- much wasted energy
when attacks are wasteq through
Then alsg take
How me.nv of these were

-turned to account? At ‘he second

drawn final -last year (1831) Cork
~could have won. if they . scored
their
way, whilst Kilkenny suceeeded in
drawing the game by converting
those they got. - Another Con- Scan—-
lan seems. to be. needed, o

THIE BEST MATERIAYL NEZEDS
- TRAINING,

“Tt is a pity thet our hopes have

'been dashed in this manner. Such

may
stimulug of

not occur again,

land . the a victory

1W0u1d have been 1neet1meb1e Cur
' boys .do not deserve defeat. Ahane
1+ has raised us to the forefront once |

tagain.only to meet with the same
dlsappointment It will be very
poor consclation if
Ireland laurels  to
have a better team.
beens- are bit'er pills to swallow.

“We -have another year to wait

and in that time a team of world.
beaters ought to be  moulded out
{of *he glorioug material we have,
- weak  points s’heuld‘ . be
strengthened by search and per—
sistent training - and the strong
ones: brought as near to- perfectien
as is humanly possible.:
“Sunday’s match showed: that W
he.ve the best team in Ireland, S0 1t
is ‘up to us now to prove b - Te-
' sults when. we next get the cha.nce

;thet we ‘haveé learneg _our leseon

i these two areas,

i lan,

?“Fedamere surprised me by

| beginning of. thig centurw,r they
yways flelded players fit 'to meet

| Mangans,

[‘«Carrolls, Herberts,

and preﬁted by it.”
THE PARISH RULE. =

W1111e could be outspoken ip ‘his
criticism, as in thig extract from
his" report of a ceunty convention:
gpon-
~eleventh motion ‘That
"Rule be abolished,” and

shock - Wht?,n the
secondeqg it.
Fedamore and
' Croom, for over ferty years have,
-along witp Ahane-cestleconnell
led our county in our leading na-
tional pastimes, . Nearly all the
time they supplded more hurlers to
‘keep ILilmerick on the map- than
any ‘other districts, . Back to the

soring - th
the Perzs
I got. another
Croom boys

‘hurlers from any other parishes.
‘Even before .the days of Fe_e,ly,
Jack Shea by the
‘Maigue; of Ned.Treacy, Con Scan-
Egan Clancy,
ton and the Gleesons from the
Fedamore slopes; of the Mackeys,
Mick Danagher,
B. O'Connor, M. Sweeney, D. Con-
‘way, P. . Vaughan, Jacky Ryan and

thg years,. the Geels of these par-
ishes never lookedq for the: aboii-
tion of . the Parish Rule, and sur-
ely’ te-dey there is as good mater-
jial in Fedamore and Croom: as in
the days gone by. I write with
authority! - on - this preposed new
change, as. outside the 'hurlers and

~the officials of their clubs I could
claim as close an

mtlmecy with
those hurlers as an Gael in the
county.. Ahane upholde the Parish
"EGhﬁeA as the feundetxen stone of the

“There 1is not a Gael in' the
county but must - remember the
great clashes in the Markets Field
between “‘the TFedamore and the
Castleconnell - Ahane tearns ‘They

r{-
ing spirit, some of the best hurling
contests ever enjoyed in Munster.
"Phe sspeed in. thaose days: Wae not
S0 marked, -as_there wag nbt such

mtenswe tre1n1ng, but the  strik-
ing, shooting and- cleehmg were up .

1o present day éxperlenees

Y Hiere ig onesof: AN, 1nterest1ng
1nc:1dente Fedemone o' & free
just’ oppes1te the old. etend‘ Con

Seanlan teek it and scored a point.

A fine. Shet |
the ball" wee struck. ‘before the re-

Score. disallowed, as

feree whistled. Ball brought back.
The loud, humorous and pleasant

' voice of the late M, P O’Shaugh-
‘nessy, Bruff, one of our best sup- -

porters. His challenge was £10 Con

will do it again; not taken up -~

Jack Keang between the Mulcair
-and :the 'Shannon, and down along

THE OLD MAREKEYI‘S FIELD |

is
. about the

Our for- | '111’19

Cork win “All- -
know that we
‘Might have -

Now

alo

Mick Harring-

were undoubtedlv fine exhibitions_

of ‘the ‘game, fought out :in “the .
most’ determmed manly and spo

held. the Parish: Rule. _
-more seinior teams, East, Wes* and

._icle “Willie- Lee will.
memories of -the great hurlerg
knew, with particular reference to

'-icle “Wililie Lee will
- memories of- the
___liIlEW,

"l

--thlrtles |

W F Lee Of Casﬂecn neﬂ

remarkable, - Scanlan dig do it
again. I—Ie scored the point even
in the secongd ettemp at that angle
and distance. .

“Coming back to ‘the Convention
I was glad to see that the grea-

majority "of the delegates s'ill up-

We want

South. I did not like to see New- -
castle: West going  junior. What
great parishes, Caher-
~Cappamore, Pa'las, Kilmal-
lock Knoekeney, Bruree Kilfin--
ane, ete.. coming back mto the
senior fold? It could not be done
with a diocesan pick.”

In 'the next, and eeneludlng ert—
recall some
he -

In 'the next, and concluding art-
recall some
great hurlers he -
with pe.rtmu‘er reference to
“lll'lg Ay Ul ey GL Litr den
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Villie . Lee Of Castleconnell
~ (coNcwpED)
- By SEAMUS O'CEALLAIGH

- '1‘ Was | tmly sa,id of .-'_.‘W‘illi.a, 'Lé"e'_. .i& Dublm fjouwrn"alist %ndk sports
that he was one ,0of the best- | colleague . of illie’s. :backed up
known men in: Munster, Associated | Mick as the greatestiever, with the
with the G.A.A. for - over half a| Cork Wwizard, Christy Ring, a close
century, first as a player-and later Seﬁﬁnﬁd voariler osald ¢ Du ring :
~as an administrator and sporting | Mackey's'time 'we 'had some magni-
writer, he took an abiding interest | ficent hurling defenders, but hav-
in thﬁa w;elfar'e- of the} organisation, ingcgﬁ?gMéglg%ixgggﬁ agfﬁ‘;ﬁz tggn;
vhich . he saw rise from a ver <couida- - not -conceive - ever
;mh;.cl'l E%gin—ning ‘to - the ?grea{ having - been 'a greater hurler. The
sporting body we know to-day. | name“ofiJohn /Maher will always:
 He ‘wasa very popular writer on %ee tregggfgamﬁf},}lﬁﬁilm ":l[‘mp-e.rétrily.-
Gaelic topics and his weekly con- Abine gl y i ? -els s;.xg -te.

) trlbu-tloills in the I.amern%li Lea%er oo al?ig, 10‘%&?%%5&" gi%a :,n anhou Posf
under the pen-name of “Thomond ” | S OWIL - DUy 1N r .
were read with much interest in a Hllﬂgmﬁcmgtachlﬁ‘,’ement by many |
very wide area. T D eias to TLorg as én othn? a)
Principal of the Ahane National | ESHUS o his fnger tips, Mackey|
Snataty S toma B 5 10 | Th manier in which ho could sar-
the ereat Furers of tha naran? .eer ‘through a defence, oblivious of
' great hurlers . of the parish and |.cart = hurleve. S el
took..a - fatherly -interest in their | fflh%e %n ih i‘tsy : {’1 wovas  almosty
g}*oi?{lth ang :.;divel'c)upment;; 'Severa%;ﬂ. IHIEALENINg N, Its “daring.
of them were his pupils and most| ‘In another great gathering of |
- Ofythese got:their first lessons in | hurling giants,g;%%tolfgﬁ}ﬂiﬁl;gjoﬁ-f-f[
‘hurling from him. -0 lingly remarked :  “ Whera's this|
The work he put into the foster-| Anane place that ‘Thomond’ is|
ing .of -hurling can. never. be..ad-|always talking about?” . Willie
équately. described or appreciated,!answered: “A part of fanied Castle.
but .the results of his labours are|connell parish: beyond its chiurch.
recorded in the annals "of ‘the|and. school it has few mansions,
GeAA. written in letters of gold | but boasts all the big noises of the
proclaiming 'the magnificent part [ ‘hurling world.” .. .~ . _

LU

the boys from Ahane played in one S e
of the most glorious chaptérs in the | -~ OTHER: ‘GREAT HURLING
great story of the GiA.A. by Shan-| = T FIGURES, "
_nonsld_e. - | ta"I‘haEii: wais{tla_.lége; ‘talk, but it con-'
; . ATYATON talned a 'lot of truth at the time.
GREAT A%WENOE -, FADDY _Spa.ca-- does not permit extended re.
- He wrote of his old pupils and of  (STERCE Just now to more of them,
all the Ahane lads with deep :sin-|REF NIty that doyen of mid.
cerlty. 4 great admirer of that|yi, o0tk captan b the Togi ot
superb - goal-minder, Paddy  Sean- Ireland and of the American tour

lan, nephew of old Glin star foot- | and into whose career I ho em%c ’
- baller, Baddy McCoy, he wrote this |oo i detail at e later date.  afics
~concerning . him- after one great ¥ orcate; Mick

) e L yead Hickey, nephew of Mick Danaher,
. Bame mw hmh P addyg.ﬂgﬂmd- the dashing forward who played
“It seemed as if no normal goalie {8reat games on the Castleconnell
could cover. the shots that came |Selection in 191011 (“how blood
“from ‘long ‘range and short, right, |tells,” Willie. more than once re-
left and centre. Maybe the hurling {marked when recalling relationship
fairies of Lough Gur peopled Lime- |With the “hurlers of earlier days);
‘rick’s. godl -around Scanlan. Not|{Paddy Kelly, that staunch eclub
- one hurley: he faced but half a score |[I2an who hurled some magnificent
~of them, - shooting at all angles, |88mMes. for: Ahane (néphew of old|
His ash, however, was a magnet, | Tipperary “hurler, - Pgddy Nagle);
saving scorching balls that|Mick and Con Hynes, of the Bog
shivered wood and palm, ., With an |Road, whose wuncles, Paddy and|
eye like old denizens of eagles [Jack Collins, from Laught, hurled
ne.st’ he brought do‘WI].‘ Sharp shots with the old Cas:tleconnells; Tom
from all angles in a tense atmos- {Cohway, son of the great Dave,
bhere. Cool as a cucumber, he |both of them pupils of Willie at
pulled on falling balls, stonewalled |Ahane School; Dick and Sean
~ hot shots, stopped all with charm- [Leonard, sons of another old
- ing ease.” .. cee o uow .. . |caman  wielder, .John ILeonard:

S -~ {Donal Brennan, son of the popular
Willie Lee gloried in the deeds of |0ld player, Tom Brennan, of Anna-
Mick Mackey, and I well remember j-cotty; Pat and Brianie Connors,
‘how proud he was one evening in |nephews of Barney Connors—their
Thurles when Ned Maher, the old [mother a sister of the great
Tubberadora :goal-keeper, told ws |“Tyler” Mackey. I could go on,
“Mick -Mackey-is the -greatest hur- |and on, and on, but must call a
ler evé_xl'_;'and-_.l,_saw- them all.” In g |balt. :_ | .
grand. hurling ‘company that  opin- NI AT T 12 TRN ¢ -
All-Ireland . - medal. . three-timer, | wrjio Tee was one of the kind-
Izaifiheg‘IDbm% S‘rgage, km?ﬁ?. Tlﬁlf;‘a?;loail’ liest "of men—good humoured, sin~
% ey iéehwlaéi | e"’{rgx? '.Eﬁt -'Dt cere and upright. As a companion;.
€ 1 'Qi;n“ ,I'f-;_ft dt o b at'?"-'M'{ ck. M é he had few equals, for his wit was
}fg“d Bt et rounAsr  He Las |Tacy of the soil. Great to take a
Sy, 8ng an: al-rounder. - tle nas Jjoke against himself, he often told

.'-”,.-..r'-" _'.1'-‘:-'-"? o DR fiiv: o fF a ‘ 1 " .o 1 : » ' oy  * '
o wenderful ¢ ability, -magnificent |0 the occasion when Caherline and

lti'e%gth fa-"_nd . Hoe [COUTage oL 2| Ahane were engaged in a tough |
on.” - | junior ._hli.‘lrling chatrﬁapions%hip tussllle.
g - QT T = A Denny Lanigan, e referece, who

- IGREATEST %}%JER OF ALL e?j °§ ed & ';c'ha'r‘}*hiitifin o ga.m%gmlg

Veteran . Limerick . . sportsman, |Standing stern-'ocoking' at mid-ile

© Tony O’Donovan, endorsed the high |With the teams ready to re-start.
. opinion “concerning Mick Mackey. | illie, moving towards the side-
“I witnessed: all. the great players |line, had a “dig ai,(:i t}lehreﬂ- with.
of 50 years, and I believe the smal- |theé remark ; ".WO‘JIt n't ne. Ifle_ml_nd_
lest man of the 42 in the first All-{Yyou of an old coun Tﬁf . 00 -maﬁ-
“¥reland Senior Football Final, Mal- |ter;” and quick as a : aaa came the
achy O'Brien;:to be the best foot-|retort: .II;.)O_I},tf be dragging -me.
baler-I.ever-saw. I am much more |dOWR. SO IOWete - oo
~emphatic that Mick Mackey is the| ‘In: :ithe -pioneer days  of the
- greatest hurler of all time.” = * | INT.0, Willie Lee spared neither
sar Anold Cork hurling. lover added |time -nor-money i in’-placing-that
“hig voicé : “JTim Kelleher; 0f Dun- [ organisation on ‘a ‘golid “foundation:
.gourney, -was a magnificent hurler, |In- that connection- he never lost
and I:saw “him®play great: games|an’ opportunity, even after his re-
in“every position from goal-keeper.|tirement, to.-advocate the interest
to full forward. ~As a scoring man,{of the-~teaching ‘profession, -.of

“ - however, IT.would-put Mick Mackey | which ‘he ‘was himself such a dis-

" ~number ‘one’in the hurling world. |tinguished. member. .
- 'His - success lies, apart gfr_om a | One of the grand old mnobility of
- . powerful physique;- expert.-control, | the -Gael, -his memory will be long
Tquick eye and keenness of antici- {revered. It could not be otherwise,
pation\,' in what might be termed [for Willie Lee was a man of many
‘scoring mentality.’ Other forwards |sterling qualities, his chief quality
try to score, Mick means to—and | perhaps being simplicity—a “trait
does.” - | |  *that overshadows all others,

N
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