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- MacMillian put a pair of pedals

£E,

.~ locality with his invention.
in Frence with the pedals on the

- type drive eventually became the

" one, popularly called the
;_ferthing”-—-—and to which some oid
triders were greately attached.

~ really caught the popular fancy and

. the 1nvent1en of the chain’ drwe in

- fast, the
— 1nclud1ng the -three Du Cros|.

tion.

| busmessman, sensed the importance

~ launching of the pheumatic {yre on

i number of Irish eyehsts, includ- |

o tion, crossed the Irish Sea and

- programme, is regaining much of|

| bicycle.

~to ‘be known as the
. Then developed a machine with a

- grammes.

_' later.

'J, B, Dunlop, successfully 1e.unched

YCLING,one time one ~of the
most popular items on a sports

its old time attractiveness—a wel-
come feature, for good cycling can.
add materially to the enjoyment of
a sports meeting.

It all started a hunderd e,nd fif-
teen years ago, when a man named

on a Hobby Horse, and so brought
into being wha,t was really the first

MaeMﬂhen lived in Scotland, at
Penpont ‘but few took any notice
of him when he appeared in the

However, it aroused some interest
elsewhere and somebody tried it

front wheel. The original pedals
operated the rear wheel and this

standard on which all future bi-
cycles were operated.

Nearly a hunderd years ago, a
Coventry firm marketed what came
‘“Boneshaker.”

big front wheel drive and a tiny
“Penny-|

It was not until 1878 that cycling

half a dozen years later, when the
G.A.A, was formed, the sport had
many adherents. .
Right from the ea.rly days of the
Association, cychng formed an im-
portant pe.rt on . all sports pro-

e Y

THE PNE“U'MIA‘TTIO T’YRE.

It gained . a .further filllip with |

1885, followed by the mtreductlen
of the pneumatic tyre, three years

A - Scotsman, remdent in Belfast,

the pneumatic tyre, and 1t inade
its first - -appearance on the track
at Queen’s College Sports, Belfast,
on May 18th, 1889.

Ridden by Billy Hume, of Bel-
pneumatic tyred machine
trmmphed over all comers on the
solid tyred cycles used up to then

brothers, sons of the then Chair-|
man of the Irish Cychsts ‘Associa-

Hume’s success gave Dunlop the
advertisment he neeéded, and Du:
Cros, senior, who was also a Keen

of the invention and financed the

the commercial market.

The battle of the tyres continued
for sometime—cushion v, pneu—-
matics—and towards the end of!
1890, extended to KEngiand, when

ing the Du Cros brothers and R.|
J. Macredyw, the outstanding Irish
cyclist. of his generation, who!
emerged from retirement to demon-.
strate the value of the new inven-

| ewept all before them in events,

- founding of the Association, We
read: “The three mileg eyele: |
brought out T, J. Lowry first, J, J.

. T‘reh

At the beginning of the . second |

leerlck following'
ment of the G.A A, contained the hi

| and after a

from one to fifty miles, mounted on |
pneumatles | "

LIMERICK. GOMPETIT OR:S.

Thomas S. Lowry. pre-dated L.he-.

G.A.A.,, and we find first mention
of hlm in a report-of the Limerick

Amateur Athletic and Bicycle Club |

Sports at the Marketg Flield in
June, 1884, six months before the

seeend and M. J. OMeheny
(Cork) third. . Trehy  made
pace for the ﬁrst mile, fellowed by
O’Mahony, with Lowry. in the rere,

L.hE'.

LIMERICK | ATHLETES
No, 146-THOMAS S. LOWR

0’ CEALLAIGH

with T. <Connell first: 7T, J.
Lowry second and M, Trehy third,
and the big event, three mile cyele,
‘gave T. J. Lewry firs¢ place: J. J.
Trehy a c¢lose second, and M.
Trehy a 1. ]
the cheering for the three Lime-
rick competitors wag most "en_thus-
iastic.”

CLEAN SWELEP' O CYCLE

- EVENTS,
Lewrv made 2 clean sweep of
the cycle events at the 1886 L.A.A.
and B.C. meeting, the officialgs of
which were:—Pregident, Mr. A, W.

Shaw: Vice-President, Mr. A. Mur-j

ray; Treasurer, Mr, W. L. Stokes:;
Secretary,
won the one mile cycle (novices)
in 3 mins. 49 secs,, from the
secratch mark: the one mile cycle
open (3 mins. 24 secs.), three mile
cycle (9 mins, 44 sece) and two
mile cyele (e-:mﬁlrled)u in 7 mins.
31 2-5th secs.

At the County Kerrv A, e,nd C.C.
sportg held on June. 22nd 1886, he
won the five mileg eyclmg cham-

pionship and was second (from

‘scratch) in the one, two and three

eycle events.
‘At the North Tlpperary GAA
sports on August 9th, 1886, Lowry

figured in a great race for the one:|

mile cycle event with Stan. Mec-
Adam, a  fellow Limerickman,
who two years later won all-Ire-
land cycling honours over ten,
twenty-five--and-- fifty. miles..-
Adam won narrowly, both men
starting  from the scratch mark.

Three days later, Lowry won the

|one and three mﬂe cycle events at

Cork C.C. Sports, and was second
the followig de,y, at Tralee Bicycle
‘Club  Sports, “over the - ‘same
tanees

Newcastle West Sports on Sep—

netable for 'the
Shanahan of

temb er
fact

8th wag
that Dan

Kilfinane covered 51 ft. 1 in. in the ]

running, hop step and-
world’'s best for which,

jump, a
I thmk

sanction was never eeught At the »

same meeting' T. Lowry won the 3

mile cycle event, with J. J. Trehy |
second; being hlmself second to|
=Celemen Q’Connell in the mile and |
J. J. Trehy in the two mile distan- |

Ces.

A THBEE-DAY LIMERICK
CARNIVAL.

The Limerick G.A.A. Carnival,

which opened at the Markets

Tield, on September 19th, continued |

for three days, bemg divided
into sections (a) athletics, (b) hur-
ling, football and tug-o’-war,
band contests, In the three mile
cycle event Tom Lowry won from
scratch J. J Trehy (330 yards)

good thir-d. In this event'

Mr. C. H. Gubbins. He

Me-»

dis-|

e |

m“ Ltmerwk Clty

\belng a cleee second. The winner’s !
time wag 9 mins, 34 .4-5th secs. |

The LAA and B.C. were again
firsy in the field in 1887 and at
their. sports held at the Markets!
Field on June 8th L.owry tock hon-'
ours in the.two mile run, butwas
| beaten by Stan. McAdam over the:
three mile course, .

This is the last recorded per-.
formance of Tom Lowry, one of
the leading figureg during his all

ttoo brief wspall, Munster - at the
"t time, and fOl many yearg after,.
. was the home of grass frack

cycling and few succeeded in best-
ing the popular Tom over the dis-
tance he liked best—the three mile
 circuit. !

All his triovmphg were of course,
secured under the old cend1t1ens,
and r1d1:n_. the solid tyred bicycle.

| TH]:!, NEW MACHINE. -
The new machine made its appear-
ance in the Markets Field before.
he finally retired, and i+ is on re-.
cord that Blekenev Gubbms Wa.S

the first eyehst to introdi the
pneumatm tyre to the 1_me1'1c:k
racing irack. | -

Lowry, however, never {00k

kmdlv to the new order of things,.
and T think the gradual disappear-
ance of hig favourite high wheeler:
cariier

induced him retire much
than he would have done under
ether elreumste,ncee

Tom Lowry is dead this twenty
years-—he passed away on Novem-
| ber 13th, 1935: his funeral t{wo

days later to Mount St. Lawrence
-Cemetery . brmgmg out.. the few

who rode the old- grass track with
such distinction in” days that will
net come :a,gam |

mile, LLowry overhauled ,O’Maheny
spirited contest, chal-
fed Trehy, who gamely' respen—
In a great finish Lowry was
m front of the tape by 12 yards.
The report of the same meetmg
for 1885 one of the first held

following:

~ "T“The one mile bicycle breught |
out J. J. Trehy a good first, and

T J. Lewr second. The two mile

~from @ large ﬁe]d of spectators, !

L bnal= W et r— e

the este.bheh- 'f

bxcycle race had a hearty welcome |

i

survivors for a’ final trlbutg toone



