o Sﬁn nOW

: ‘.ASéLEC ONNELL w as.
- much to- ‘the fore in: 11:5 sup- i’
port of things Gaelic, areund the
perled when  the GAA was. for-
med, and one of the.
- ling . tournaments of the
~days of the Association was that
ergamsed ‘for the famous Castle-
connell “Cup. 'This atiracted a
great entry and they ple,yed six
or elght matches a day in order

very

to decide that competition in any—_

thing 1like' reasonable time.

One of the big figures amerzgst

the many sactive workers in_ - tne
Castleconnell
' was Antheny -Mackey.
with .such. . - interest and en-
thusiasm fthat his name soon
- was s househeld one as a Gaelic
worker
of the

mation of a C,ounty

deelded upcn he was: unammouely-jhban

‘chosen by the Gaels of Limerick
ta presuﬂe at” the first - mecetng,

PRFbSE.D TO ACCEPT THE
- CHAIRMANSHIP,

At that eonventmn the -assem-
bled delegates

strongly to accept the chairman-
ship,

the Castleconnell Club, but’

pro-

posed ‘instead the name of Paddy - :

- O'Brien (* Twenty ”), & man of
~ strong -nationalist views, who,

satlon “along the
by 1ts founders.

- O’Brien, who
.ber ef the Cian na Gael Club, was !
“elected, ‘and Mr. Michael Loeney
'became ﬁret secretary. Anthony,’
~however, -agreed to . represent.
-Lzmermx ‘on ‘the Central Council .
——8; pest he filled with such’ dis-|
tinction -that the  clubs .
whole: ceuntry eventua.lly dppom~
ted him “to the - responsibie posic |
tion of national treasurer -— not.

_lmes ;nteﬂaed

that the G.A.A. of the time had| like developing.

& lot of .money to worry ahout.
INVITE;DJ T() CLARE’S FIRST
- Even, befere he
- first Central Council meeting, An-
thony'’s leadership was
nised

~ruary - 14th, 1887, delivering a
.st1rr1ng eddress to the delegates.

A fortnight -later he was pre-

sent at his first: Central Councﬂ“

meeting, held at’ Wynnes ‘Hotel,

- Dublin, and at ' which the dre,ws
-All-Ireland -hurling |
-championships were’
twelve countles en-="

for the first
and foothall -
made. Only
tered, the draws resulting: chk-
low v. Clare, Wexford v.  Gal-
way, Dublin v. Tipperary,
- v. Kilkenny, Waterford v. Louth,
--leemck v: Meath., It will be

noted that Kerry was the only|

Munster county missing.

. ‘Within the Association a g‘reat
raglng between ‘the:
the!

battle was
physical force ~men and
leaders of. the: constitutional sec-
~ tien, and Anthony sided with the
fermer who

ﬁgures like Pat Hassett of Ahanc,

P. N, FXitzgerald of Cork, Pat.
Hocter and John Colman- of New-'

port,. Frank Dinneen - of Bally-
- landers and Paddy O’Bfienf
”)

(“ Twenty
- INFLULNGE OF TfHE GROUP

That the influence of this group |
was gaining ground on the execut-!
ive was evident from a decision of
- the Central Council meeting men-
- tioned above, which deelded that

~ members of the RI.C. be notelig-

ible for membership of any affilia-
ted club “in consequence of their
action towards the people of Ire-
lang on almost everyl ocasion they
have  been breught
with them.” - -

It is mtereetlng to note that_
this meetmg was" preelded over by
one of the seven original found-|
.- ers aof the GAA.-—_-the lgte Mr, Ff

- Bracken, rof Iiltnallock: “Whos
- Vlsceunt Bre,eken wWas
. a Cabinet Minister in Britain’s
,W&rtlme Government ‘That meet-

PR e

be pernntted in any eount - with-| P

out the se.nctwn of the county
cﬁemmlttee

The Presment of the Assematmn
Mr. Maurice Davin,

~ attend -that mee;tmg
: lee.rned of the. dec151en re tourna-
ments -heé made a -spirited- pmtest

- recog-
| and the Gaels of Clare in-
~vited him_ to their first Conven-
tion, which he attended on A ¥Feb-

Cork *

mto centact-

greatest hur-
“infant

parish at the tlmej-
He toiled

far beyond the confines
pameh and when ‘the for-

Board was Mackey, and of the Irish .Repub-

‘'organisation, |

thexr influence ;on its executive.

"The

pressed him 111’16‘ they joined issue- ‘with ‘many

"powerful
tion. ‘Some . clubs were suspended, |
" others expelled, and a tempest of

He declined the honour be-
cause of his close  association with

he !
felt, would guide the new orgari-:

wa " E
S & mem publlsh a newspaper which would |

‘be the official organ ' of the As-|
 “The

of the: upheld
- COMErs,

. and powerful

attended' ‘his lk --

t minister the ' rules,.

included well known/|

wae unable to |
‘When - he} -

‘ing

‘resolution.

ted

MACK Y of Castleconnell

(By &eemue D’Ceaﬁmgh)

‘and stated that he cempletely dis-

‘agreed with the regulation ang re-
guested that it be not enforced.
Central. Council at its next
meeting Tefused to rescind the re-
solution -and  Davin remgned from-
the Pres1dency o

ON ELz«lEiC‘UTIVE URING

i - STIRRING PERIOD

Antheny Mackey served. an the.
Hixecutive during a stirring: permd
The As sociation was experiencing
a heevy dose of “ grewmg pains’
and . numerous disputes merked
the eerly years of its -existence.

When Pat Hassett ‘of Ahane was
elected Treasurer - of ‘the :Council
he - had- the: backing of .Anthony

"Brotherhood
were: strengly behind . the.
and anxious o mamtam

who
G.AA.

The executive were apparently a
~b0dy of strong ~willed. men,.
their efforts to enforce: -diseip-

units -of the organisa-

irritation  rose e,gamst the governr
body.”

One of the greatest sensatmne
.‘Was ‘the. demand for the resigna-
tion of . secretary e.nd feunﬁer
“Michael  Cusack.

The executive . also. demded to

' sociation, and  shortly afterwards
Gael"' appeared; but
emstence was shert-hved
“The - Central “Council

‘but “when the-
‘“ Freeman’s: ~Jour-
Club fell feul of the execu—
serious mtuatmn looked

nal !
tive a

"DR. CROKYE'S OFFER T’URNED
- DOWN,

The Archbzshep of - Cashel “Most
Rev. Dr. Croke, who was patron
of the Assome.tmn, intervened and
offered to .act as arbitrator, as
did also Michael Davitt -
Charles Stewart Parnell.

The Central Council,
insisted on their

hewev Ay

and rei'used
to accept any - cempromlse .ar 1o

recede from_the pomtmn they had {

taken up.

‘A man. of edvanced Vlewe
pOllthS, and .a heliever in: . physx-
cal. force metheds of edvancmg

found themeelves* in vlolent con-
flict with other members of the
organisation -who Jbelieved in -a
constitutional means of dealmg
with the pehtlcal 51tuat10n as

Tt will ba.,_ agreed that many
troubles beset the infant G.A.A.
in the. first year of Anthony’s

.then Was.

the difficulties . Wlth courage  and

upon,

organisation. we know  to-day. -

HSTORIC CONGRESS AT '

- THURLES, '

The strongly “expressed mnational
views of the exeeutwe, the griev-
ances, real or imaginery, of those
agamat whom disciplinary ‘action.
was necessary, and many ethcr
factors. piled up hostility against
the Central Council, with the re-
sult-. that the annual congress
held at Thurles .on- November 9th,
1887, proved-one: of the greatest

and - most historic in- the stoxy of |

the G.AA.

“Anthony M"a,ckev has left e. pen
s -pretures o8 thats mighty
{ of - 1,600 delegates

v, Tt eath erifig”
the p*reatest
ever reeorded at a G.A.A. Conven-
tion. This is how he described the
exciting scenes” in fthe densely
acked  Courthouse:—

~ YWe had no PTes:dent because
.Maumce Davm had resiened and a
bitter - fight = developed over the
appointment of a Chairman.

Cork, long associated with the

'phyeleal force party, was pro-

L

it |

' nearly

l

.. appeared
and

Cits |

manfully .

its authority: agamst all |
1mp0‘rtane"

end i

rlght 1o ad- |

the Irish cause, Anthony: and
~several -other members of the
executive - holding similar views|

| association with the Centrel
Council. The latter however, it}
‘must be admitted, faced up fo

Insubordlnatmn was}
vigorously crushed, dlsmphne insis- |
and’ ‘the foundations |
eeeurely laid for the great na.tmnal'-

‘“The name. of P. N. Fitgerald nf |

gresg - e,eeembled at  Thurleg

_posed Fether Scanlan of Nenagh

Major

and suggested
Bg Heated

ppeeed
of Moycarkey

Relly

'seenes followed as several dele-
gateg triedl to SDeak together. 'The

crowd swayed backwards and for-
wards ‘and for over an -hour a
wordy hattle was fought amidst
very great cofusion and repeated
cheers and counter .cheers.. .

“Most of the seats and other fit-
tmgs were battered to matehwood
by the swaying crowds and' even- .
tually Father Scanlan, followed
by a number of clergymen and
two hundred delegates left
the hall and proceeded to hold a

‘rival ‘meeting elsewhere.

BAD SPLIT APPEARED !
~ INEVITABLE. |

“Meenwhlle we carried on as.
best we ceuld and elected: BE. H.
Bennett, of Newmarket-on-Fer- -

gus, Preeldent of the Association,
by 316 votes, against 210 cast for
Maurice Davin. - A bad  spit
inevitable, but Arch-
‘bishop Croke stepped into, the
breech Heo invited Michael Davitt
and, Maurice Dayvin to =a confer-
ence in - 'Thurles, Davitt having

_prev:leuslv _mterwewed P. N Fltz— '.

gerald. - __
“The- IRB -most enxwus Lhat.
the GLALA. eheuld become - . not
only a great athletic e.seoc::le,tlen |
but - a - virile . national “force,

| secretly - 1nstrue“ted its membere to'-.

withdraw rather than damage the
Association, and when a new con-
Sin
early January, -1888, the “recon-
struction proposals Were adopted-
and umty restored.” |
Several of the old Executwe lost
theu places on the Counci}, inclu- :
ng. Anthony Mackev, who was e
placed by Rev. Eugene. Sheehy,-
P.P. But twelve months later the
Castleconnell man 'was back«~this
time as Treasurer of ‘the Associa-
tion—ito play no.‘mean part in the

develoPment of the Orgameatmn

i




