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of the late Michael
_ene of the ‘pillars of the G.A.A.

in its .early -days by Shannonside,| _

of “mined it was to be their, year.

- and ene of - .five ‘brothers, all
them ‘hurlers in the best “tradi-
-_;,tlens of old’ Castleconnell.
~.On another occasion I hope to
ilgve the eppertumty of recalling|
e
Jehn, better known: on
flelds as' "“Tyler,” played
- Limerick G.A:A. story of almost
half & ¢entury ago. I have already.
dealt . with

Gaelic

Tyler’s sons—the  renowned Mick .
Mackey, - m the events of a later

ere. ..
Te Anthony fell the"'fask of br1d-
| g1ng for the Mackey femﬂy the

gap hetween - Tyler and hig sons,|
a8 far as hurlmg fiélds were een-.

cerned.
: A_ntheny came 1nte the ;o1etuxe
“Tyler” was moving - out, -and
| ﬁfteen years
- very much in ‘the limelight as’
nephews Mick and John bégan to;
hit  the . hurling limelight Wl‘th
| beth Ahanhe and Limerick. -
INTRODUCTION TO FIRST—
- CLASS HURLING a
I-Iis mtreductlen to ﬁrst-—claes
hurling came in unexpected ‘and |
~ draimna ie fashlen Castleconnell
-eelectlen were ﬁxed fte

N By SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH

,Mldleten (Cerk) in a: Muns-.
tér: Chiampionship- tie at Limerick

| Me,rkets Hield, on:July 8th, 1917,
and M, Deherty cried off the home
side- at' the interval through in-|
Jury Anthony, ¥: N sehoelbev and |
only ﬁfteen at the time, was. called |
to ﬂll the vacancy and. performed|
%1 ht manfully in a very fast and €X- |

ng game which Limerick won,

- 5-8 te 7-1. . His brother, Mlehael
alse played in that match .
The following season he Was

picked to play against Clare but |
did not' travel, and lost the oppor-]
tunity of an All Ireland medal at
sixteen, as Limerick won "the Blue
Riband that season.

- His
‘was at Nenagh the Sunday follow- |
~ing the Midleton game, when he
,helped Ceetlecennell against the
famous Toomevara Greyhounds in
a tournament in aid of the Gaelic
. League which the. T1ppere.rymen
~win, 5-2 to 1-4,

PLAYED AGAINSFI' A KILKENNY

- 'SELECTION.

A few weeks later he tra,velled
with Castleconnell to. Waterferd to
play a  Kilkenny - ‘selection in ‘&
mateh in connection with- the |
- Gaelic League Oireachtas, bemg
held that year in We.terferd Mr,.
Eoin Mae¢ Neill threw in the badl ]
~ for what proved a fast and excit-
ing  game - which the NeresmersJ

190-—Anthony
Castleconnell

NTI—IONY MACKEY was .son; game,
Macke‘,’, .

-'hurhng ablhty, and commenced the

yart one of these brothers —1
in thel -

the deeds of one of]Fort

and

later he was st111'

}aun triuinphed,

play | for ‘threequarterg of the hour when|

| well
';hnunv

first important - club mateh I

won,. 1-5 to 1-3.
| Castlecennel -‘beat Bellybrewn i
- the opening round . of the 1918}
Senior Hurling Chemplonehlp, but
were themselves beaten by the then
~ prominent. Claugheun team in. the}
next round, played at Capparnore.
© Troubled times followed and: as
‘the War of Independence reached!
its helght the. playing fields were
deserted. ~One of.the last appear-
e.nees of - the old Castleconnell Club |
was. . an aet of deﬁence 1o the
British..
- In July; 1918, the. Br1tzsh Govern- |
- ment issued a proclematlen prohib- |
-iting: Gaelic: 'games -except under {
perrmt frem the eeeupymg ferces
BT 3- Foit é-:t--ﬁﬁt“ﬁ”ae

_fon July”ZGth ‘instructed. e.ll clubs
. to. deiy the ben, and deelared Aug-}
ust 4th a “Gaelic Sunday,” o
date matches were to be organised
for every field under Gaehc eontrel“
throughout Treland.,

Fifteen hundred games were ar-

ranged
- British preclametlen—ﬂend all pas-
sed without incident, illustrating
' the solidarity of the GAA in the
struggle against the British.

When the invaders were driven

“out efforts were made to revive the
Castléeconnel Club/; but did not meet |
much . success. When failure
eventually admitted Anthony and
' his brother Michael threw in their
lot with Claughaun, in whose col-
ours we find them on August 16th,

old rivals, Young
3-1, in the East leerlek Senior

. I—l‘urhng Fm al
- struggle,

l St Finbarrs. (Cork),

1 mede.ls final.
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on which: {
Fthe Caetlecennell man-

in mass  defiance of the;

wWas -

efter an exc1t1ng |

,-ac’ey Of

in’ Wthh the teems weref
neck and neck all the hour. =
. CLAUGHAUN IN 1926, . |
Claughaun epened 1926 deter-
In
every - outing “they displayed fine

wmmn% sequence b collecting a
‘splendid set of . gold “meddls from
old ~rivals,. Yeun Ireland;.

‘incal
hard feught Teurnement ﬁnel

With he_xjd wen v1eter1ee ever_
,&}areﬁelde ] .
lang they teek the trephlee in: the .
Etna  Tournawment before!
'startlr:g eff on - the ehampiensmp
road..
Thelr nrst obstacle was Fede.-
more; and aiter ong of the dourest
most deeermmed “struggles
ever wiaged fer the. che.mpmnshlp
crown the ¢City “teén won, 34 to-2-5.

A - .month later Kﬂﬁnane were
evérceme -3 to’ 32, after e, very |
determined .battle, - =

New « ‘attendance recerds were
seét for the meeting with  Young
Ireland; Which - proved - vigorous, |
det‘ermmed and brﬂh&nt providing
4 thrifling finish in which. Claugh-
- 2-6-t6 1-8, -

“A TERRIFIC MATCH.

Reeerds were, brokén -once- more
“when - C.iau.gheun and Newcaetle |
‘“West lineg out at’ Croom.- iy,  thei
County. final; It-was a terrific. match !

| Claughaun, . playing “with .perfect|
| balance, took adventag‘e ef a . de-|
fehsSive error by their. eppenents to:
| force -the goal that wmattered — a
tlong ‘shot from  Anthony " Meckey
letting ‘Joe. O'Grady threugh for|
‘this vital séobre. Tt was easy after|
that, C’leugheuh \?Vinnl:r.tgI 5—3 to 1-4.
‘That" was ‘Wwithout doubt - thei
greatest team - ever .to . wear the|
‘horizental bgry of green and white.
It mcluded; All-Ireland medal hold-]
mimy - Humphreys, Willie |
Rya.n Te'tn MeGre.th Joe O'Grady, |
. Dan T‘rev and Mlekey Cross, with |
{the other players., almest equally
‘known: a—-—A:nthonv Mackey, -
fannon, - Mlck King,
Pa Joe. Dal -Joe |
_. .M Mufcahy

Johnny mrphy,
‘Byrnes, ;| P, Shanny,
and E, De,lY L

T[HE SCATTER GAME aLL TOOr -
- 'SOON. |
Unfortume,tely, thé scetter same
all too soon. The final was played |
on Oectober 1’?th 1926, and -on Nov-|
ember 10th follewin Johnny |
Murphy met with a- fa al accident |
at Limerick Decke, Where he wae

employed. .

The last great wctory ef that
ﬁne Claughaun cembmatmn came |
lat Croom on May 8th, 1927, when
|they beat- Teemevara, 55 to 4-2,1
for a set of gold medals. o

On May 22nd’ three members of ,
the team,  E.. ‘Daly, M: Mulcahy:
and Ja,mes C’onden ‘sailed. ' for |
Amgrica,” and when Cleugha.un
lined eut on: Whit Sunday, June
{5th, in 'thé Croom - Gold -Medal
Teurnament Newcastls West re-
versed ‘thet champlenshlp verdlct
and won, ‘52 to 42,

At Rath‘imre, 8- week le.ter, they'-
Iest in - the “loeal’ teurne.ment to
45.-t0-2-1, |

The champmnship ‘erown: went';
on August 28th, 1927, when Young |
Irelemd beat them at the Market's.
Field, 3-7 to 1-4; Anthony Meckey‘ |
did Hot play in- this game, -but
was baék ih- Claughaun eeleurs on
September 2nd, 1928, ‘when' they
were beaten by Fedamore 3—3 to
1-1, in the .Ogzanam Cup and
He . was - agam on
the team. beaten six weeks later
by Young Ireland;  5-8° te 3-1 fer
2 _set ef _;__;;geld medels
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ef Glaughaun, The Ahane Club
had. been laun“chedeﬂthe ‘call " of
the home" team was msmtent——-and
played no
small  part in helping to- biiild
Ahane to the big orce 1t preved
in aftet years. |

Success did not ceme easxly or
too soon, and it was 1931 before
Ahane first put their:
on the: leeriek chammonshm Cup
they Wwere to-win. so eften in. after

years.
Young Ireland the_
ophy the fellewmg year, the
sF occasion the well known and
pepular colours of blue and. gold
were entwined around the ttephy
they had won -oftener than ahy
other ¢lub prior te the advent

regamed

t of Ahane.
1925, when Claughaun beat their ©
Irelend 8-2 to

For four further . seasens An—
thony - Mackey helped ‘Ahane to
ehamp:lenehlp renown, and when
he retired just twentv years -ago
| this season, .the Castle¢onnell man
catrried with him to the sidéeline

The c1ty leds were beaten by
Newecastle West, 26 to 24 in the
- County seml-ﬁnal after a stirring

the admiration ang reSpeet of all _.
L1merxck Gaeldom . I

inscription -



