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N the mahy articles aiready pub-
I' lished, I have dealt wit_h‘d\e_
Gaelic arid athlctic deeds ‘of. me‘n
who not only shed Tustre bn thelr
natlve districts but also placed our
county on an athletic and national

estal of fame,

should feel justly. proud..

“Now, my pen strays fondly to the
old ‘historic Borough Town of Rath-
keale, whose G.A.A.° and national
renown takes no second- place to
any other town in our southern
province and in the perpetuating of
these  two great and laudable ob-

jects we must always assoclate a

hame which even to-day 13 some-

Thing of a househtld word—the one

and only Mick Madigan.

To do full justice to kis meny
and. yaried activities would require
moré space than I have at my d}i—

* posal, for each and every activity
of his was a forward step to ad-

- vance and place his native town
in the fore-front, not alone of Gael-
dom but in national, athletic and
cultural spheres as well. "

INTEREST IN HIS NATIVE
TOWN..

ven as a lad of sixteen Mick
showed marked interes{ in the pro-
gressive outlook of his native town
and a few years later, when a-vac-
ancy oecurred In the Town Council
the leading :citizens of Rathkeale
unanimously ‘agreed that he shouid
fill the position. His inclusion whilst
st} six .months short in age, of
twenty ydars, left him the youngest
member of any Town Council in
the ' country, ancther intetesting
feature being the fact that his fat-
her was also a member of the same
Council. g

A preat worker in the further-
ancd, of agy cause for the advance-
ment of .his natlve town, 1@ dis
covered that’ no matter what pro-
jeet was launched, ther¢ he was
usually the one selected to act as
pen-man. . .

Generally’ associated in  most
minds as af outstandihg and lfe-
jong worker-for the G. , I found,
however, that Mick .takes most
pride 1n his great achigvements 29
Secretary of the local Branch of
the United Irish League.

Heie, there and everywhere in
the Ireland of his young days there
were landlords of the-diehard class
that even the mighty and over-
whelming “power - of the Land

. League failed lo dielodge. The great
Father Casey of Abbeyfeale
launched a county wide campaign
to make them as obnoxious as pos-
sible by not allowing them hunt
over the holdings of any land-owner
but it did not meet with the suc-
cess expected, i N

BIG TRIAL OF STRENGTH,

At a meeting of the West Lime-
- rick Executive, Father Casey, ré-

porting on the failure of the cam--

pnidzn, said they had met with a
bad setbaek, but still had hope that,
with the co-operation of the G.A A,
and its widespread Organigation
end membership, they might sie-
ceed yet in reversing the situation.

To Mlck Madigan was ehtrusted
the task of enlisting the active sup-
port of the G.A A., and it wag agreed
that the big trial of strength would
take place at a hunt meeting to be
held at Ballynoe. The Rathkeale
man, alded by willing helpers; set
to werk™ and, despite stérnt opposi-

tioh, qa.rticularly from- the RI.C.
Inspector and his men, thé Gaels
made._a. cosdon around.the Hunt

members and defled them to pro-
ceed. The result was that in tRe
space of a few weeks word reached
the members of the Leagubd that
‘all evieted tenants would be re-
instated. Two members of the
G.A A muster that scored the great
victory of thiat occasiof, and still
happily with us, are Jack Power
and JeArryv Cahill of Ballingarry. -
THE LABOUR CAUSE.,

When Lord ahd Lady Emly, J. J.
O'Shea, M.P.,, and JoEn Osborne
visited- Rathkeale to organise the
first Irish Land League and Labour
Associgtion,” Mick was appointed
secretary.  OQutstanding achieve-
tion was the
securing of the additional half-acre
to all cottage plois, as well as the
in uction of the direet labour
scheme on the r

of which we all

- of

- 1
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comprising only a few labpur units,
mestly illiterate, migbt bk termed
the foundation .atone of jthe now
mighty LT, atd G.W.l, which
secured sot alpne stabilily to the
worker in his job but alsofa decent
wage for the upkeep of hi
his family. .
© Othetr - secretaryships
Mick included the Town
Association, the Coursi
Game.. Preservation ,Club,|
course, the G.AA. '
In the early. years of th
tentury, when the Couniy Board
was a financial wreck, Mick Madi-
gan rendered valuable asaistance es
Viée-Chairman. A little lgter,when
4 bag split came in the G.AA.
ranks, he was called upon
post of secretary to a smal
ee, consisting of some
ning members,  who wereg
with theé {ask of kxeeping things
moving tintil better times[ dawned.
-1fi the vocal and musi¢al world
he was very much at homd, making
many popular contributiops to the
aceial life of the town, always ren-
dering his own composed recita-
tions, songs, monologyes and
sketches. In the all too tare ven-
tures of the G.A.A. into the social
sphere he lent _valuable | support,
and captivated Limerick City audl-
ences on a few dccaslonsiwith his
unusyal and very entertaiging con-
i tributions.
When Bill Muleahy le
keale to become Rublin’d leading
operatic tenor, Mick replaced him
as sololst in Sf. Mary's Choir. He
accompanied Clristy Lynch for his
AFst aliditior, and helped th set the
former star Rathkeale gogl-keeper
on the rehd to musical fame.

FIRST c’msg&ﬂ WITH THE

_His fitst contact with the G.A.A.
cjaﬁle‘little over three scare years
ago—io 1808 to oo exact. | In that
year the first eight-inch football was
+introduced, and it looked a tiny
thing then in contrast to| the big
heavy balls that Wwere in{ general
vogue, R ’

Rev. Gerald O'Connor, drganiser
nd promoter of the Rathkeale

mperance Soclety, was|C.C. of
the parish. In connection pith the
Temperance meovernient, he| decided
aqn_forming & - Mass Scrvefs’ Foot-
ball Club, and the activitiek of this
véfy youthful but enthusiastic
bunch of youngsters resultdd in the
first linking of Mick Madifan and
th§ G.AA']

hat ‘was, many long years ago,
but Mick never brdke his|connee-
tion with the Asseclation,) and it

is a proud: boast of his lthat h
stlil remdins aa ardent and enthu-

G.AA,

filled by
Tenants’
g Club,
and, of

e present

t Rath-

siastic a follower as the|
ranks own. .- |
When forming his club,
O'Connor adthiristered a
all thé players, ’ﬁal-
of them broke. The tviu
developed ih _afted year
Foynpes by a solitary poin
son the latter won: the Ooun.'?
Championship. A few of the lead-
ing lights of that ecm.t n are
;t;! .tthttl‘;- gbod-—dBe insey,
'Win Jo 30N PM wt’
Rathkeale’s’ !}d!'r?ner “wery. well-
known ¢ounty playér. The {pte Sean
Finn and the Iate Jack Normoyle
Wweére otheras to figure with them
dn that occasion. . o
At the request of his
friend, BIll Shé
his 1ot in wi

Father
Jédge b
ge none
iwhen it
lost to
the sea-

fite-long
Bh, MicW threw
b the Abraham Hur-
ling Club {n'1001. He teils me that
his instructions were never,to look
at the ball at all when playldg, but
in every way stop the opbonents,
and he wad plitéd against some of
thé best, inciu hxx_f Mick Ciifford ef
Baliyagran; : M. Hynes, Cappamore,
and - the Keérty acoring nEuehlne,-

Michaet Hurley.
VIEWS ON PRESENT\]
.  GAMPS,

AY

When I ‘ssked him what he
thought ot &ruent—dny hufing and
football, . hit feply was that tﬁe

ver but

oads. .
This Associattion, though then

standard was es high as 4

(NO 55)-; Mle -M adiéan
' f| Rathkeale -

HAMUS O CEALLAIGH)

nself and,

lack of length in the pucking was
Very tioticeable.. This He atiributed
to the light sticks now in use, which
in the old days would be only rated
camogie hurleys as regards weight.

Mick holds very definitely that
the splrit of the G.A.A. is not what
it was. In his days the
pieked their own hurleys an
then. They got a few ounces: of
thread and wound the balls, which
were covered by some mémber of
the club, and they paid their own
fares to any of the outside venues
fof their matcheés. Mick went on:
" aks away. dances, whist drives,
ete., from our various clubs and
they would not be there at all. It
ia the public to-day that keeps the
G.A.A. standing on its. feet”

As evidénce of the great s
ihg !{m'lt of the olden arena,
says
hands - with their opponents prior
to the throw-in of the ball, and
again when leaving the fleld after
the match.

A novel prize offered for a prac-
tice match between Limerick Com-
mercials~ and . Rathkeale-New-
bridge seléection three weeks before
Commercials won their second All-
Ireland Senior Football title was a
half-barrel of stout. .

HIS FIRST ATHLETIC
OUTING,

rt-
ick
hat the players always shook

Mick's first athletic outing was
made {n company with J. J. Bresni-
han,  both travelling to Foynes,
where J. J. won a sprint and weight
event and the Rathkeale . lad
@ecured firat in the half mile and
seeond in the * 440" .

In three years oh the track, Mick
WwWOn nineteen prizes in mile and

half-mile events. In addition, he
w regular competitor at the
Surffay evening sports, then such

8 popular featufe in Rathkedle, and
was ever open tg take on any com
petitor for a half-mile or mile event.
In any of these he was never

beaten. He also secured the award
for half a dozen flapper cycling
events in these evening contests.
Having sustained a bad knee frac-
“ttire in a football match, he was’
forced to retire from the running
track, but made a “come-back™ at
the age of thirty-three and annexed
the half-mile” for seasons in an
event confiied fo the Town and
Parish of Rathkeale.
" Mick has a few
he regar8s with particnlar affection.
One is a beautiful cup presented
by Lord Monteagle of Mount Tren-
chard; the other, the gift of the
late Murray Midissy of Rathronan
Houss, Ardagh. Both wete for mile
events. -
However, the pioudest one of his
collettioh was that won with Paddy
Ryan, world’s championship ham-
mer thrower as opponent, &nd was
in utra!amg and striking the ball
event. R :
_Paddy was after making his firat
Wworld’s record with the hamines,
and also secured a record of 102
yards with a hurling ball. However,
the latter was accompanied with a
driving wind: the weight of the ball
‘was not given. - - 5
. In the earlier contests fair rais-
ing and striking there was no uni-
formily us regards weignt of  ball
oriurley, and to rectify this, Paddy
Leahy,” then handicapper, got a 4}
0z, ball made, also a.special hurley,
which he carried to ail his sports
meetings. These he introduced at
Foynes for the first time. It was

. a_dead
: for th

Lon
and .
“geverall

slayé!‘s’
made

trophies " which | :

cadm August evening, idéal
e event. " oo T
REAT COMPETITORS, .-
let Mick tell the story him-
‘The ball was waeighed &t
Fitz's. previois to . bdrtdat.
pétitors,

Moss,
Thefe Were twenty-one com
“Ingluding Paddy Rysh, J. J. Brés.

an, Mickey Creed, Mick Léahy |
Paddy Flaherty—all having
wins to their ¢redit fof the
There was not an inch e
therh all. 1 was stahding as
& speclator in nhbn-athletic atfire,
having | fractiured. my knee & shést
time - before, and. ® Paddy Lenhy
called o1 me to try and decide the
fzsye. "|This 1 did quite easily in
the segond attempt, when: I regis-
tered 89 yards 3 incheés;. -Oh dolfig
so, Paddy Ryan congratulated nie,
shook -hands gnd flatteiéd fhe very
much, T must say, when he asked
me to éxchange prizés. He gavé me
his hammer prize wonl on OCQ
sion ‘4 I
cherishi m| he ra
ing and striking event. 1 may add
that the day was a sweltering one,
and the handle of the hurley was
uite sllpi)oryvfmm sweat, [ also
eel that I lost a few yards by not
being in athletic costume.”. .
THE LATE MICK CLIFFORD.
Mick| Madigan considers - Mick
Clifford of Ballygran one of Limec-
rick's pulstending coutity players
—=a real prince of Gaeldom and a
thorough gentleman from head. to
foot. e Ballygran . man fleided
the grdatest number of star ath-
letes tHe G.A.A. ever knew in_ahy
one team.. In his selection” he had
the three y- - brothers—Joe,
Mick and Tom; Larry Roche, Owen
Coll, J. J. Bresnihan; with Mick
Gibbons ahd Dick Quill not inches
slower. . Imagine the weight and
athietic pewer of' Lorry. Roche, fill-
back, with Joe -Leahy and Jack
Bresnihan at each side of him.
A~ mych-appreciated gestute of
the famous Leahy brothers was .the
presentation by them of a dozen
of their best prizes as a free gift
to Mick Madigan when he organ-
ised a Big sports meeting for Rath:
keale in 1910. - .- - N

PASSION FOR COLLECTING |
SOUVENIRS, -

event. |
iween

Mick had a passion for collecting
souvenirs, and among the many he
boasts is a piece of rope thet laid
Father ' Casey's coffin in its last
resting place; a hurley presented
by the late Austin Stack in a Kerry
v. Limerick match they played al
Tralee, and a firg taken from Crok
Park gonlposts following Limerick’s’]
1934 l-Ireland hurling victary.
There id also growing in his garden
a shrub from a sprig teken. fram
Parnell's grave in Glasnevin Cem-

etery.. | .

The ublic platform did . not
escape his many versatilée turns,
and- whenever he appeared ds
orator He always had mab'¥ kind
words for labour's causé.. It was
only a féw years ago he was chofien
to give the oration in commemaors-
tion of the Croppies, at the Mem-
orial Cross erected to.thelr rnaerm-
ory at ?t. Mary's Cemetery, Rath-
keale, - | . : .

A Keen gardtener, Mick has a phrie
he valuds a lot. In a eompetition
open to} all Munster, lié securdd
first placé with .the best head ol
broccoli | grown in- the- area from
‘TlEd. .of & wellkknown Cork sup-
plier. - .. S i R

In the coursing world’ he had
some notable successes, two of his
dogs, “The Broadway Baron” aad
“Come DOn, Ahape’l belhg stake
winners pnd dividers en m#n{ occa-
sions. He alss bad a bitch that re-
gistered la flag against a Waterloo
nomination. S

HIS [FAVOURITE SPORT.
Mick told me that his favourite

sport was harrier hunting. He feels
that ev town or parish should
own: a all pack, ‘say ten or fif-
teen, maintains- that anydne

who i8 a) follower is always in the
pifik as|regards athletic fitness.
They used hunt not alone qn Sun-
day but week evenings as well, On
moonlight nights they specialieed.
He cdn still be seen
hound dnd  cocker. crossing
flelds of his native parish; unim-
peded by diteh o dyl_(_ﬁ. Te the
fedl amateud lpo%uina - l‘e says
agt Qoes fiot matteéf, the love of
thé hound of harrier makes you
féel éver yoiing. Lo
1 And new, as I prepare to leave
Rathkeale and Mick Mddigan, I
must offer to him, and through him
to all the great athletts of Lime-
rick_ still happily with us, llving
symbols of a glorious past, my
wishes for a Christmas enriohed
the blessings of the vist:chi
and’a New Year strengthoned B
His care. Agus gb mbéifimid
ar an am so aris. .’

. No. t60—Jerry Foran of Broad-
ford. . EREEE




