. N consjderlng the cereer Of_.

Male.chi O'Brien -a week ‘ago,

welwere carried bagk to pre'-GA Al

-days-in-‘ordet to trace the. rise of their - respective.

“the famed Commercials. The .
county finalg
“the feetballere to the winning

. thie first éver All-Treland final, eaw
E‘:‘euth Libertlee also to the- fere in
“one--of ‘the .most excitmg eounty
hurling' deezders of 'all time. .

......

-great

Whilst 'the football glories of.
those early days-are still fresh in |
our memepries, it-might be ho harm:

“to have & Iook at the other side of
“the’ picture, to:discover that hurl-|
ing. wasg dlso etreng
“pick - for' some “years. before ‘the |

“seven men sat down around a hetel .‘.
‘tablein - Thurlég end brOught the_ :

"GUALAL into: being.

The GLAA, In its mfa.ncv met’
Wwith"' miuch - eppesatmn ‘and - was |
Jhuffetted by -many . storms, and, in
- addition to. obsta.el,es frpm ‘without

met with censlderable trouble from

eerly memberehip

It -is. not - miy mtentzen to ge ﬁsh—-:
ing at:present in. deep:-and: muddy
waters, -so-1- will. ¢onfirie my €Xami-

their foothall bmthers along the
rodd -t AlkIrelend renown,
ﬁeme r%eellectieng of the
-events -of .that long ago
With- which -he was felrly mema-i
tely cenneeted_ N |
%ewar Rehillv tnrewa mueh
 vahia
- ricks prior te the :wundm af the |
CGRAALT eannot redigt thegtem ata-
- tien’ of uoting'
an. intrac uetienr,e 1
uprise.of . the ''Liber
the gallant Ieds who
- Mick Malene olg of the,ster de-.
fenderg of - ‘& “tedm - that Ipusgt
Calwayy held €500 heneured plece inh
Jdmeriek: huﬂiﬁg hidtary.

TS a0 Tiext May, the

" Sevanty Yea
gth Libert_, s’ We:-e estebhahed

to Jaines B, RBah Hy went the
heneur of: being the fi first ‘member
errolled. Wheh 'we d scusséd the
early struggles to got the games of |
the - Gael on"a fitm  foundafion in

| leer;clq the old veteran had to.

~hridge & gap of more ‘than half a
eenturv in order to give as faithful -
& pioture s pogsible of the events
ef that memorable time, ~

‘In arder. to comiplets the canvas
it w*as neeeeea “fapr-h mL 0 me}{e
. use trad tienal nowledge}

ecqulred frem the guigoing genera«

‘tien, At the time, as he

aput it
hn:naelf wherx we were hoyd.” And!

even When dealing with mattars of
- ‘Hig ‘own- time, he. wag' eareful {o
- WArh e that owing to the dietenee
~of time ‘any ‘possible errors or diss
crep&heie‘s from “ather accounts of
Cthe -f__,,,ﬂeried mesf be considered in the
Iig*h Cof migtakes which can|
Sut’ehf be ettrlbuted to leng ‘years
end ﬂeetmg* memery“

HE STORY, |

Arid heﬁe new is" the stery as I
got it

HEnF g, ste.nt 1t may be mnrntiened
that although. hurling is o ahdient’
Cthat 1t ig diffiodlt o trace’ its origin,
~there” geems Nno evidence to show
‘thgt: earlier than " the 'eighties it
-had been  gaverned by eany rules
‘that: Weuld equeliee the chenees of
.ot jpetitl ng- i Wh t - afterward
" became suc;h ki fu; 1;,631:,
“yiously the ml -meégns ‘of dec
“eem ._e!;;tive eupefierlty we
of ‘pavishes’ m‘ ;-:;‘dietriets
G- then,  withol ﬂeq&ete reégard |
| i 4 n'ml-l'eq' # wia :Lhn:nb{‘:,r,. J, h‘?‘-"‘*\a,“’bepﬁﬂ ﬂ

m Bemeyeenﬁgg}' '91;“*5 e betwaen theiry g
respective  hotne: di :
;-;stfggg'le ‘began’ and eentimied until R

“the hall wa# Prought *
the “matitle- of darkness .signalled |’
 time. up.” OF 181 gfeglihg‘ quegtives
“were Qistant land marks,

huflina} eenﬁeste which le

at’ Croom. that' sentg

l[

| how he well over a hundred.
in  Lime- | Sinee . the hurlers of North  Cork
| sent a ehallenge to:. & -young man

: WJeIding
Q8

vicimtv

I'being -some - three’ miles. nearer tlrre
me,tien of -the' situation . that pre- 8 ¢

vented ‘South. ‘Liberties fellpwing‘

to |
late 1a
hilly dee.lmg with
period, and

]

].calle
{'triemb

""'eLurh ame played
h the Vietm

.'- ‘. -t G E A .-._--.r .‘,-.._..
oo stituted. A sis
il i "': ;.| T "fr'*:-‘-::“.'i‘-w.*'_!‘? ¥ ‘f S
. i )
bt B
1.5 I

3 tlmﬂ in this

Rim, as a kin,;_{“ af | &, A

to-the neatorwar
apd of- :;__..,:f- t- .
numbered_

by - the.late Michagl Jor
wards Mayor of the ¢
Dighly reﬁpect,ed mem_'f r ef Per-

'_'?:'.-_é.iahd '{fé

Tlppera |
d | acce te;:ll? dnd the

honie " o ;_-“-‘mummy eentested

| He
‘Tnethod . oftéen employed in ' Was
d "to the provids
“development: of sociantific sklll was all the

.7 A

CK M f...L .., -.E of Sou+h leerhes
(By s ;--,;AM Us {0} CEALLAIGH)

[ “puck ebeut " e.nd twe of the lead hreke

ewey, | and formecl new*?

ing playere weuld stand . out. and clubs, . which wers., eterted all over

call man for man. alternetively to

sides. until the
We,s exhausted
“goals”  ‘were

number “‘present
when  improvised -

I-erectéd and a .clash begﬁn with as

thuch determination as the final of
: ceuntv champlenship te-day |

“I-Iere it rnaj be ef lmterest to. re-
late the - earliest challenge match
played by South Tiberties, It would
years

named Donovan. ‘who' lived in" our
‘diatrict, te play ean. “all- home."”
“Ponovan,  who ‘was  famous for
‘the- caman, . called ' his
forceg

being accepted,: ; travelled

praetleally all - night fer the: town | P&faui&id s .
1ot Rethkeele near where the ball{ 0t W

differexit elements compmsmg the W&e Jput Tolling"in a

: place known
“The Cotnmorns.” “Thestruggle

began,
ness - obscured ‘the . ball.. in the
of - aweat " Adere Whieh

Liherties’  “home.” ' left - t.hem the
victors bv that margin,

' “Shortly -afterwards the vieter-

gt between - -then j‘saives

Micha&l Sheedv of Ballyeheedy
and John - Fltzgerald of. “Rosbrien
‘Housge - two" eutstendmg men —

selected, reepeetwely, the opposing

- teeme and the determ%ied striggle

plpacis handed down as
ting - exk ibition or the

distriet |
*LUB.

- guch
g ¥ iea ~of
ueia&te frem. the
P t.e etrenie the local-
it}t This. aubee uentlyf le te the
fermation of & L}b they
e:SI}ammcka. ﬂompoaed of
8
tiee..'I‘he very pepuler Tom Guina
of the (LP.O was made -captain, -8
well deserved. .honaour, for’ Tom
was  one of the first; If not - the_
first, to pieneer the ‘pastime .
Lir%griek it - bael!
“The same year 1882, St. Mic] els
Temperance Sgolety formed their
olub, and when both had reached

i outstan

e setieﬁaetery stage of advarige-
ment, & challenge wead igsuéd and

| the téams met - at Ros if‘ler:;l.,‘ where,

a.;ter the  most exciting .contest
h nt;wn gﬁ; to then, the match ended

Bt. Mcsha.ela team, was. ee.ptamed

lig ament, A Q nt I ff be
? a-t6 vouch fer here 9 thet
haugh eemhe titiong hrought 3,11

olubs; inside’ and ‘ottside t} e ‘ocity,
into ~sporting - oconflict’

in those

bygene da '..e there were no war-
mer. friends dfterwards than the
survivors of the old clib bs..
A CHALLENGE FROM NORTH..
TIPPERARY,

“'I‘he o ley* between St Mche.el’
ocks, took -place in the'
d,. anﬂ resulted in vigs

--#_,ﬁfﬁks, which led
G-&ll nfged by Kin-.
a.ﬂed rom .. North

Th& challenge was
. match p aYed at,
et'a K.ineera, ‘won, T

at' Roshrien
4, saw Kineem repeat

tery for the &
to ‘their. bem
COra; who

ying, - wi

followed the teams from the City

1o the -fleld on: that: mamn Qﬁilr-';i:

ey Lyt

o ey o AT ATy 4
'IF XY . -_ : .l'.- an .‘&1 I_ ..'l'l'-'m.,' . -::& ‘:f:'-. 5] EN 1 Y ::ﬁ‘:_.":"' ,-:IEL . 4‘:' E{-;ﬁ.
AP TR T L ok
H " o

RO ."

present &t the mﬂt‘ﬁh

very vigarously, but
_.ﬁci_-ﬁﬁwnt :
an’ to fever heat, and the enthus-
asm created what mey he called
‘hurling Epi emic, ~ The result
that existing clubs eould not
& ced oh their teams for -
progpective - playefs with -

.M-

When ~ the preetitieners met

in . the result thet 93 le tnembere

public, _
Bl?erighed tributes fromy those with

fligt,

‘before. the feundin
land the activity - i

ethers, and; the challenge | this. period . pmhab"ﬁ explains  tHe

and -continued " -nuntil derk-'

1ous  contingent decided to have a
B -when

Gasl,
- -sfe,rSﬂeids Henry
0

rom the Clt and Liber-.

and” forgot; their bruiseg

| judgment, was uticanny.

he | of - fallln%'
"-length 0

_rr%any

The mu.ltitude .that -

e gty i Ry e
SRR ) T R e N k] AT ; N _', Wil "':-._? i, P A P A W "
! 0 B 0, HN o i T e o 1 9 ) A nE "N IR . e i 1T e
ﬂ * T Bk Bl By S * g PRl P K 1o K] ':‘ % e T S H AR B ) 'I:'r.' b iy B ] o Al e
iy li\llll_l‘".l v ,i.-_l,-;ﬁ =R » [ .'.- A AT r aare, H o 1 1y 'y o . .t
b Bt [ ' + y k L

the eity and in eeme perts Of the,

eu:n

- RMATION OF SOUTH

| 8 IBERTIES CLUB. . g th'
“In Me “of the,t year, the Sou
Liberties fermeﬂ their . Club, when
Jack Malone, one of the migst
popular players of the Shamrocks,
was made captaln, end it is.no ex-
aggeration to. say that no -mMmore
capable leader, or warier favour-
ite, ever came hefore the- sporting:
r  took with him  such

in eperting gons

hem He" eamé

“ ember 11 thie teek plece
i = “of the G.AA.,
merick

at

lea;:liﬁé; ert _,_-,‘ey.ed' h the men Qi’

On quember 131?' fhsel GA Was

formed at & meetine dno T 11-1*-1&5;1;--

and. 800n - the ﬁew movem 1L

swept. the. ¢ lke a prajrie

fire, -:j&-__;_,-,.,,‘-,;etiene hega.n in 18 5 and|

ents were. starfed in many| [SrocH A

.pleee WQH &ﬁ &ﬂﬂﬂﬂ@ SpPOr tﬂ I [ pais & f--'“--;:;;,i'---
ng 1’11 ee Were:" very pecusl |-

har n days dnd th

rly -

dlfferent, deviees u.seed to tdke the
besgt advantage of them, gradueiiy
led to their: revision. -

1t will be of intereet to reea«ll
that, -af. the 6utdet there  were i
the city of Limeérick alone at least
seventeen hurlm,e' c;lube—-eSt MICh-*
%el s,t SS t_;a@mmcke, St |
rea, ne,
St ; ohn’s: 1.

Gre.tte.nx. s, League'

the . Cross, O’Connells,
O'Brien’s, G»Ieneere Laopd Hdwards,'

Slashe¢rs - and  Bouth . Libertiee, the’

latter then regardeq & city club..
TWO GREAT I:IURLERS.

Whenever .Gaels faregather, and
early S
cussed,: tWo names are . -surely
mentioned — -Johnny Connell and
Mick Ma
will deny that they were two of
the most prominetr Limerick hur-
lerg of their day, Mick Malone had
not the veree,tﬂity ¢t Connell, bur
he was one qf the greatest of
Limerick .defenders and . had  he
flourished "in Jater years. ke would
eureliv have made & name for him-
self in. the inter-county arena.

““To the 0ppesmg tee,m it  seemed
that the tortured ball "sought . to

| rest, on “hig hurley., Forwards flung'

thermiselveg dgainst a num&n« rtt)i:lk
in e
bitterness. of . their despair. . -
- “Hurling was: second nature to
Mick, and a Libertieg tcam withaut -
him was only ‘half 4 team. Hig
He conid
senge 4 ferward’s movergents and

proceed to qutplay: him . by brains .
rather
turn on his tracks like a hare. We
had some wenderful defenders int
those da
| wistfully

| daddy Qf t em all..
l-any oppus ey
rdight ua've t ree-QuUAariers e:f the
game but

than brawn. And he could

- I ‘any thinking 0f SO
But Mick Malene wag the
He would breek
teq.m 3 heart,

ick. Malone alweys
blocked tne way to the goal. He.
was the. pllla,r o[ the game in the
“Liberties™. = “A. hutler from his

cradie da,ys he played with head

and hand in umeen JHis contiiand

‘halls “dnd. hig  mi
puck’ ‘were: two gf g?hg

‘memorieg he- Ieft et the end
eat eareerd G

*‘*‘

in one of iexw ee‘e _'f-;.,est
de ,i;i-“"-';;",;,:-,'a’;eim lewe stegm’

er- | with' Wery leter Sohto
) make hlStﬁEthhe Fenowhed  Mur-.
roe en,

- After, t‘We meetin i3 Oof
these eidee the' issue remained un- .
decided.  In the" Kllm.urr Toirna-

ment final “Liberties” sncountered

8 very erack téeam in Castleconnell,.
and after one of the finest matches
of the. time .they dame through
victorious by. a close matgin,

They got one big také down, whéen
St. Mlchael’e, then at Lhe pmnaele

2L ling: “betore 't

S ppp——

¥ special trame :arrived

of itheir gler:-ﬁ- - beat them at F eda.-—-
rmore, ThHa sldes met latfir ¢n in &
tourhament ~final the Fair
Green when “Idbertxee” succeeded
in' turning  the tables." |
“In -order to make arrangemente !
for the first ¢hampionshipy, County |
Boardg ~ were formied, but - these,.|
like the Association in general if
certainly ‘had théir growing pains |
and some bad bungling culmmate d |
in" the differences of gpipion' .pro-
ducing tWwo rival boards in- LII'IIE“-[
rick, which put- the clubs lnto dlf-*
ferent ea.rn.pe B

“In order to. test supremecy fer
County honours it was arranged |
that beth groups. of the divided:
- Council” w*ouldl under thelr rdspec-’
twe leaders, try out thelr separate’
issues, and the; wcters in -each |
play off. This resulted in the Sotith |
Liberties being _retuurned the - win-
ners under the “old’’ . - O’Brieny
Bosard, and Mturrde, Winners under -
the “new” aor Fr. Sheehy Boerd

THE COUN’.[SY FINAL,

“The two tesms had now to meet;;'.'
for the County final, and the com-.
ing together. of two such famous i
‘rivals under all the conflicting cir- |
cumstances _ created | excitement |
' bordering on - the seneatlene.l The |
[metch was -fixed for Croom, and |
owing; to the emeunt of casualties |
aeeeeleted with the préevious magt-|
c¢heg played by the EdIﬁS, elabor--{
ate precautions were. takén to en-|
syre’ that the. game _would.  be

fotight in strict aecerdence Witth
‘the rules..
sent.

The . Central . Cetzncil
eleng Jehn Qullmane Cof §
- -fehe wWho. wag & paower. m hlm- -
gelt, to act ap referee, . - ;
- “Under ‘e plazing - mld-dey sun
| _1'1,!!31111 téams lined out-—the. Murroe
‘men, all . ‘Weﬂf‘mg ,ﬁp_jarkhng ‘white,
shivts, lopk 50 a5, :-%:f‘?.f?e_ 4. picture:. 01’
a”ﬂ ;asd @ %’E‘E\riﬂ11’tﬁ [ BGe

i 3 -.,-.-.‘"'
i.-:;?F-'_:-:-.Eg'A'-:=-.;.-.- ‘}. .y.n'~:¥_-=2'."f .

Jr i e T L P U Py
ik 4 ég{ r':_}-;_'.r.-{_'. H a
Ly b (AR ‘..'l'-‘..'h' LSk ISR AT
Pt -= _‘l..:r_ 'Il- e

Aclighiey fiy 0ld ; mcfure
,-_Whichi‘ théi*”!d&mjﬂﬂg sun - left spark- |

thie:egger . multitude; |
tha lmenslong ef whichmay- be |
g‘auged by mentmmng} tha.t,,_, six |
- -f'-%-_roem'

from Limeérick that: de.y = ._
- “Were- it’ not for the ceplta,l ‘de-

Vige edepted by’ the orderlies on the -

Mary’s. |
Cfle.n-?t(ia- |

‘Tones, |
- Smith!

outh leelty days are dis-

lone, and . only a -orank -

-8 marvelloug
e awkward angle
- amidst a frantic outburst 6f théer- |

s s *ﬁ«fﬁﬁ%_ ~and- a scene  which ig heyend i

deecrlptlen»

of - sﬁect&tere to lie,

the pla,y, SV
PP,  Donoughmore,
pemed the
.hdrbebec]:t paraded
the margin. between |

the Murroe team on to the field,
‘occupled a dimilar peeltien on feet
at the other side.

'THRILL FOLLOWED THRILL.

“WHen: the ball Was sget in motion,

-everybody forgot ever
except to watchn its ligh ning speed
amidst a - furioug onslaught Erem
the outget
ball frequently travelling . from end .
1o end of the £1teh without tonch-
ing the ground, and players flitige
mg themselves against each other -
-l):c battering rams,  while the
eaehmg of ‘ash seunded hke a
battle charge, - |
“The:. epecte.tere

bound in this game of games, and

thrill fellqw‘ed thrill, the |

were kept epell-

the half-time whistle finding both

tea.rme ag the

y started—no score—-

helped to créate additional exito.

ment for, the e&cemd spell.
play wegg resu
evident that

- determination .
achieve vi etory +

led to.

When !
ad it S00n becamei
to
a . keerihess

that called for the intervention- of

the referce, whose commanchng in-
fluence gbliged both teeme {0
underetand that they should * pla,y
the game,”. aild from that- onward |
lie had only to watch the ball,
‘“The play kept-
furious, - while anxiety on the part
of the spectatorg kept increasing
with the fast - passmg e
;nm;ltes to' £0," and theé
ng.irom goal to goeal
Efi{flt'h g goal hut
of

ball dash-

he fortunes .of war
greéen’ and:

‘Passed-

shot.-

scered

a, oint,

]
growing fast and|

Ten |

no .seere' i
excitement inteasa and sorhe
the more- anxious epect&tors |
{JI‘&C\‘;IC&HV in: a. state of cullapse,

favoured  the
Feld +Joh nny @enneilf"?
‘§ot. possession, and: 1iKe lightoingf

“to Con Sheehen Whe, with
from - a ‘wery |

MIOK MALQNE’S INSPRIING
WORK . |
“When the exeltement subezded
pla wag resumed, and with only
eight . minuteg left Murroe natur-
ally made superhuman - efforts to.
score. It was here. that Ml(‘k Mal-.
ohe was seen atf hisg greatest, and .

his inspirinig work rallied: the Lib-—;
backs to.. such determlna.um%. !
just
o found it was o§ much 83 their life’

erty

that the Murroe forwards

was werth to attempt to break
through the forest of ash that!
guarded  the . “Liberties”  goal.

Minute efter minute passed as-the

-exmtement meunted and when, at
last, the referee's whigtle sounded;
it was the Slgn |
tory for thie Liberties, but alse for-

al not alone of vic-

a gcene of jubilation never te b.'e

fer etten o

can still remember the n@mes
af all the laas -that. figured with |
the Liberties in thiké’ greet games.
Jadk Mialone was. our
3’F L Connell,
onnn onne
Mlléhagl - Kirby, John O’Brien,
Michael 'O'Reurke T JelAn
Thomas Neville, 'I‘hemas -eane,
John . Flt;agera,ld John = Ryan,

THomag Grifiit; |

Janies Ryan, THomas "l‘et::li:l:nue_-,},rI

i John Leonard, Cotrnelius Sheehan;
| Michael MeNamara Johnny
{ Johi C'ennors
| John =

- {Joll;-

Michael. Cennell
Rahilly Pa“tmeu ;;_:'_,.;_;:_,E.Qﬂﬂﬁ and-

Mertiﬁ";f;f;;;? f 11 S

 “They werg:a grand humah eurely,

nateé '-“f-l-,ﬁer' in -whidh ' t
lclepr'rt.(ec:f'. of the Thonour ot -

honeurS“

 “That,. heWever is anether story |
that must - wait the telling en e
',further ocedasion:

captain. |
there were Mick Malene,r

I-Ieiyee, |

dithe only pity wag the unfortu-.
e j:_ee yRity they wete |
going |

forward. fe_r & bid f&r All—Ii‘ele.n*',':,--_g

{ fleld in directing the’ first. five lines [
kneel or -sit|.
. down, hgit the yveople could rnot see |:
ery Rev. ‘T, - Halpin, |
who - acéom- |
bertlee, mounted- on |
up and down’

players and
spectators 4t one side of the field .
and the Rev. Fr. ‘Sheehy, who led |

thing -elgé




