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1 of the’ ete:ge dn rccent years
the premier:’ sporte attraction
; of lthe country. Tor a per1od Gaelic

F'ootball was inclined to- oust the
caman code - from the place of-

‘honour but the hurling has come .
fairly

back 'in no uncertain  fashion and

- the le.st twelve months witnessed -

a remarkable revival of interest and
enthusiasm, coupled with = some
greet d1epleys on the pleylng fields.

For this heppy sto,te of “affairs

much credit ‘must go to’ Johnny

McAuliffe,’ who . has: devoted more

than half 'a lifetime to prodoce a

“hurling ball that would meet  the

very exacting: reqmremenee _Of & outside Limerick, outside Ireland, in

critical hurling public,

The MecAuliffe story.-. commencee
in Bruff, many- yeare ago, when
Johnny, as -a- young -lad,- came to

the fore. W1th the. Bruff hurlere——-—%!

won many tournament ties .with
the homé perlsh and - helped them -
reach a .couple of chemplonemp
‘finals, but without ever te,etmg.' the

_frmte of champlonsmp succese .

*  GRAND FIGURES. -

Bruff boa.sted some grand . figures
then, in hurling, handball ~and-
: athletlcs men who could hold- the1r'
own - in . any -company,’ and: it ig a.
real p1ty that circumstances ‘de-:
prived them™ Of what thelr proWese
justly ‘entitled them to. But times:.
were - troubled in. “Ireland -at the-
period and the: Bruff heydey coin~

champmnshlps ‘were often  impos-|
“sible to play whﬂst on. other. oc—
casions, teams ‘were. unable
rauster  their full strength due to
" inore 1mpor'to,nrt calls in the cauee
of national endee,vour ' -

-That John:ey had alWe,ye an in-'

terest in~ the ball as, well as the
hurley can be. judged. from the fact
that he was recognised “mender”
even in his youthful days in Bruff,
when. the ball reqmred a :Eew
StltChE:S or -some .
,repelr operetlon :

“Moving into leerlck Glty

associated ‘with the famous ‘Young
Ireland Club, then at .its peak, and
he was not long wearing the stemed
old colours of Blue and Gold before
he won .the. gold medal that - still
“hangs from his watch chain, as
symbol of leemck eemor hurlmg
eupremacy o

ONLY ONE OF MANY
~ " HONOURS.

- That was only one- of .the many
- honours won with Yeung - Ireland,

though the opportunities - of theﬂ

time were restricted ‘and dangerous, |
with English bullets. causing ber-
eavement in meny o, Ge.ellc home-
stead.

The F1ght for Independence end

“the Civil War left their: undouhted |

impress on the Ireland of hig ac-
~tive’ ple,ymg days, and Johnny had
hung
1925, when matters Gaelic got back
to somethmg llke the1r old pos:ltlon
- once more.,

Actively e,ssocmted Wlth |
Young Treland Club as ‘he Wass and
a eommlttee member of same, his
interest in the ball, and his prowess

up his’ hurley and togs by |

‘was even plee.eed to use.

'.shlp pley

‘cided with the unsettled days, when '

mekmg balls the:t such a fine ex-
ponent as the late Johnny Bowlee

Thirty years have passed smce
the first hiirling ball with the Mc-
Auliffe brand went on the .playing
fields of Ldimerick. Its worth was
quickly. recognlsed and the
old hurler,was spon making a num-
ber of dlfferent types of balls—for

the primary schools, the colieges,-
‘the minors,

the camogie  players,
and the sta,ndard bell for chemplon—

GRDERS ROLLED IN
Soon thelr fame ha.d travelled fer

fact, and the orders rolled in w1th;—
such profusmn and regulemty that

Johnny had rarely an ‘hour. he could_ "

call his-own.
Eventually, he wo.s forced to . re-

By SEAMUS .'CEALLAIGH

URLING he,e regemed the front__-

whilst  Jim Barry
:_ op1mon the: ball would tend to make

SIgn his' position in a city ba.kery.:
in order ‘to-devote his whole: time
to the business which had started
as a hobby, ‘and a little later his

ison also -had: to- come 1o his: assis-

tance, 80 great was the demand.

. |From his home in Thomas Street,

the balls "were soon’ ‘rolling out in
a seemingly endless stream to all
the great. hurling Counties, to- Eng-
land and America, to Africa and.
“Australia, until soon. the McAuliffe
‘giddress book was like a register of
Irish people domlciled the WOI‘ld
over'

W1th the erectlon of the huge |
Cusack ‘Stand,  at Croke Eark, in:
1937, came the first real complamt

«of 1na,b111ty to' gsee the hurling ball.

- trouble
_rlghtl

an All-Irelend\

more - eleboro,te _--Hurhng final, e,t Croke Park, .about

|ten years e.go

l&pectetprs; began talking about the

difficulty ‘in following - the flight of

the -ball against a background of -

packed stands and’ embankmenss.

in an . effort +to overcome' th1s-
If my memory serves me
the first expemment was
with’ e red ball and it was used in
"Colleges Senior

It was not a great

euc:ceee, and spon we find it re-

' 1919, Johnny McAuliffe soon bece,me’f placed by another, which quickly

gained favour as the. followmg ex-

tracts from a newspaper. report of__

“hurling

the. period show:—=
“To-day, at Croke Park the new
ball will have its blggeet-

-test to date, .before 2 crowd which

18
: thousend mark

‘been to find a
‘be vigible at all times, partlculo,rlyl

at po,tchmg the . burst and ‘broken. -

_ ones, gave the notlon to his fellow
committeemen ‘that if he could
“mend balls well he should a.lso be'
useful at, making them..

So in 1925 it was “me.kmg a,nd
mending” ee “far as Johnny was
" concerned, * for +he: took -up “the

~ challenge: of the Young Treland lads,
~and ‘nade & few be.lle for the C’lub
CRRET T WeTe T qUicKiy recogm:eed HET
_better than. any that could be got
- ¢lsewhere,

ALL THE 'rmm SLEKING
- IMPROVEMENT.

: Even at this early etage in - “his
career as a maker, Johnny was all|p

the time seeking 1mprovement and

I remember. the occasions when he

went to a game in which Young
Treland were playing, with a pocket—-
ful of balls—and had one: to suit
any “weather conditions,

- Handbe,ll too, the oﬁgme,l II‘ISh
‘Thardball type wag ~ popular in
‘Timerick around this period, and
Johnny entered that domem e,lso

PR MmN —— kL

;-o, gamie, even in ‘wet weather,
is also we,terproof and  so, unlike
all previous "balls,
_oome ‘heavy on Wet ground

~thelin
_:Irela,nd
‘during the ‘entire ma.tch and was

expected  to . pess

BIG DIFFICULT’Y

“Ever since hurhng was flret
played the blggest ‘difficulty Hhas:
ball  which would;

in wet and ‘dull weather,

YA ‘well-known Lirmgerick manu-
fecturer (MecAuliffe) “has been ex-
pemmentmg for meny ‘years in an
effort to solve the problem and

now has: produced a. white ball with
a red rim, and it is so treated that

it will not” Iose ‘its” colour during
It

it will not be-

“It was used at Croke Park dur-'
‘the recent Lams--Go,lway All
seml—ﬁnal when rain fell

generally accepted as. eetlefactory
“Phe - Central - Council ‘of the
Aesoolehon have e,pproved of it and

it is likely to be accepted by all

| county boards e,nd councﬂe through—

B

- HEG

t'it had o6ne -fault which mede it
Junpopular

out: the country " i
YEARS OF EXPERIMENTS-
Years - OI exper;iments with pig-

ments. and powdere went. into the
productlo;l of th1s ball, ‘and; puttmg

tstayi 1ng powers.” ‘But

proved its
swith- many hurlers.
Extremely herd at the start -and
livelier than any:. boll used. pre-
'vlouely, its “life” “was short, ~thus
roving an. expenswe propoe.itlon
partwulerly for teams ‘that con-
sidered. it ‘essential for use during
_tremmg, in order to familiarise
their players: with all its features.

Meanwhile, the experiments con-
tinued, and I remember deeing. a
r1mless ball in use on a few occa-
sions.. :Johnny told me at the time
that it was purely a match ball and

:Ject e

L. “The SNOW. Wh1te chrome lea.ther,
" pall which Johnny MéAdliffe is now
‘Tmmediately Johiiny 'set to work. produomg has added much to hurl-‘:'

’bbtli for
'--pla,yere and spectators..
eran -Limerick: -hurler. has devoted |

long y
‘aim. A well-RHOWﬁ leathef

the smty 1

TOET T Taé'i‘”’Ke fﬁﬁ‘che‘r ]

After a me,tch in

of prectlce
used, . Christy

which it was

Dr. Jim Young thought the ball
would make for longer: puckmg and
was only suitable for a hard ground
was

- . . v '
: . ' . ' s
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Ring
~gaid the new ball’ made for truer
hitting and was easier to cateh.

of the

the game even faster, - whlch was -

not des1rable

The rimless art1cle proved

easﬂy overcome

AN IRISH TAN NERY TO
THE RES E .

Then an Irish Te.nngry came. to‘

the rescue When at Johnny's re-

quest, they produced the first ne,11:-':
it fol-;
lowing its first ‘trial, exe.mmed it
carefully and also . saw a pIece of
the material used, and I can say|
that the new: coyermg 1mpreseed'
L me, mtroducmg as-itdid ‘a hard
wearing distitictive ‘white cover,
which is Waterproof Wlﬂl(}ut mter—-',
fering

ural white  chrome. I saw

with the: propertig
proved so popular in the ol bell
~ The new' product wasg - an 1mmed-

-iate success and- qmckly came into
use for all the Dbig ‘gamesg’ of the
Gaelic calender, and 1 cannot do|

better than conclude with an ex-

‘tract from the latest edition of

“Ce.rberrys Annual” on the eub-—

ing’s. present attra(ctlons,
The" vet-

ears to ‘the perfection of this
chleved ‘his
enu-
Ereeent
e from

ball and has, at last,

fecturer helped him out: the
mateh ball is beeutlfully ma

core to rim—a sound ball ‘which, re-;

tains its®shape, snow-white colour

‘and reslllence in- all’ Weethers A
‘Tohg. series: of ‘experiments ~were
necessary to achieve the perfect ba,ll |
and" John McAuhffes pelns are. re-é

we.rded "o

not suitable for the wear and tear

un-
popular -and Johnny was back, al-
_-most where he started. . The Whlte-ﬁ
bell was generally eccepted as the:
rr1 ht solution, but ' the difficulty
of making it reteln jts whiteness
when it came in contact: with- the -
‘green dye of the Wet gra,ss wae not%

‘fhat
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