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(By Seamus O’Ceallalgh)

\OR . cere free health and fun
there is ‘nothing. to beat an

' Imsh ball-alley, a few kindred souls |-

for company, a ball or two, and
the sun shining.

As a healthtul end exhlhratlngi
exercise, there is . -no game extant
more te be recommended Cor all-
-round physical developement. than
handball, It calls into. play every
muscle: .of ‘the body, it imparts
quickness and’ p1 ecision to the eye,
while the runnihg and strugglmg.
after the little flying sphere is of
the greatest good to the reeplrat-
ory organs.
- class of athlete, or even ordmary
“individual, that would not be ben-
efited by a little mdulgenee in this
mwgeratmg ‘pastime.,

: 'Tis a long call from . Jehn Le:w—

or,
raeonteur world’'s champion hand-
baller .of 1885 to .our present day
stalwarts, "and there is a long

gallery of great Irish players be-]
tween—trem the ambidextrous man |

of the 'eighties, who tosséd the old
- solid sheepskin ball from
flag on  the earthen floor, to the
bouncing rubber ball and rocfed- -in,
four walled palaces of to-day.

RADIQ‘TONS OF E}&CITING
REU’BBE!RSL
Like meert other games,

h&naball oldest of all, has ehenged
| exceedmgly “Matches | for heavy
- wagers were common. in. Ireland
a century age and there are trad-

itions -of €xc¢itihg rubbers.in. a .score | -
Irish emigrants. ‘took |-

of édunties..
" the game W1th them to America
and international Tinterést . was.
roused when Phil Caeey built his

luxurious govered court in Brook-|.
its  back wall of p]ete_

lyn, with
glass, its. Weenden ﬂoer and- epaeleus
gallerles

- Between Alderman Jim, Dumne—-—--
tfearlese - all" - ‘round epertsme:n,‘

togs to &’ main of cocks; and Phil |
- Caséy-+the famoug Casey Court of
Brooklyn, . attracted all the ~high=-{
lights of ° American sports
than sixty years ago. 'Twas there
the great John L. Sulhvan himeself
trained, and so effective a medium,
did handba]l ‘become, that Gentle-|
‘man - Jim  Corbett, the highbrow |
Califorhian banker, had to build a
_court. of. his ...own . in . the de.ys
of hig affluence and f&ShIOH .
THE GRZEAT' JOHN MWLOR
- -BExactly thirty . years ago next
Easter I met the great John La
Jor at the AllTreland GA.S
Handball Congress in Dublin: Pre-
- sident of the Dublin Cab-Owners’
Association, member of the Dub-
lin Corporation, Vicé-President of
tha Tradeg Council, he was a well

.....

‘kHhiown ﬁgure and wman of civic
pride. Born in America of Wick-
loWw ‘parents, he was back in Dub-'
lin before he .could walk and play-
ing outstanding handball ‘befere
he was fourteen. In 1887 he won
‘the Che.mplonshlp of Ireland fTor.
‘the first' time,

- riek, with-whom: he had a great
pair of rubbers. IL.ater  world's
champion, Lawlor. wag forty yvears
rirhen beaﬂ:.en ‘by -another. - great
han dbe.ller—-—-J ames’; Fltzger‘ald of
'Trelee

GREAT GAEL AND S;O"HOLAR |

Father Tom  Jongg -was consid-|

ered by ‘those competent to. Judge'
ag the greatest ball player-of all
~titne., His: Speed and stamina werée
© phdnomenal.” - A symmetrmally
built, athletic yeuth of 5ft. -9ins., he
could reach impossible bellg -and
was a law unto himself in ahand-.
‘ball ¢court.. I had the great plea-
sife. of ~his acgquaintance over
niany years and treasure a letter|
‘T received ' from the great 'Gael|

T ihm Y M g K o BB ' MY N X ST d = r ' . ' [ :
ALt .- Y- ,I: KL A .‘.‘__ v .-"_*.':.I' o O, L 'I_I..-'_.' 5 B . :1- . _.r-' : - '_'.' - 5.1 M N . ) , v il .
LAt e A L _. T Pt el e EERECI N R ™ R - I
.. i e [ P - - . = i PR LI T ’ '
: ) - ' ey
r - i ‘
v . N . . - ﬂl v 4
TN '
“ f
L) M 0
: f

| McGarry

In short, there is no

the Dublin jarvey and. witty

a  wall

--Kllkenny pair, they-

more |

; hurhng _final,

his closest mval--'_
- proving ‘David Brewmng* of Lime-~
{ first display

{ Hogan of. Balhngarry in- the final;

-. and scholar & short. 'tire - beforel

'hlS deéath,
“He wi:*o’te i “HEve T idesery
the
now that the sere and yellow.ileal

el ot iy i

in. the .course | of ‘Whleh!

praise I~ got Fug it ig cheering |
{game in which -h

hag. overpewered me.- I wish you

evetry. blesemg, and” neW that Tam/l.
| departure;‘- -

| the: ‘verge: of
-from. this wayyard werld I
vour -prayere Hoping-

Timeriek ® handbellers are making |-

‘stéady progress at the- grand old
game.” __

That Was wr1tten helf-—a dozen’
yvears ago,. and 1 know that  had
¥, Tom lived he would be- mdeed

gfe,tlﬁed at the bprogress made by|!

beg ! -
'that youry.

{ limelight

{ of Mayo, they trmmphed at. Croke |

- backer of: his feney from pl‘tch and. prized

.pmminent of the Sexton. Street|

| the

lee- 1

end by
rick, in. the handball arena durmg {
recent years. L |
1 - TOM mGABRY S
In 1955 for the first tlm;e in the.

hlS "natwe Kerry,

history of Gaelic ' gdmes in the
county,_d. Limerick represente,twe.
won, two AllIreland ‘medals | the
‘same year, This is ap. eutste.ndmg.
achievement, and in ordér to carry
its story I depe,rt from the usual
practice of deahng . with pest _4
‘masters in this ‘“series; and - give
this week the opening of a career
that I feel  confident -c¢can bhe
tagged “To-be continued,” for Tom
is only .on ‘the threshold
ot vfhat hig admirers hepe will
prove. a- brilliant spell on playmg-
;ﬁelde and  ballecourts. |

-For  the inspiration that put
hendball in Limerick back in the
,after nearly thirty:
years - in the - Wlldernees, we .must
thank Paddy Hackett and Jim

TIreland junior doubles crown., Let:
-me refresh your memory on . their

round of .the Munster champion=
ships, they beat Kerry at Tralee, |
overcame a  stiff. Cork cha]lenge'
at the same venue; and “won the
Munster title by beating Tipperary

| had the . honh-
our of opening the Ballypatrick
Ballcourt and in the firial, agamst!
Jim Fleming and Mick Dehert.yT

Park.
GDN'E.l OF “BI%%’I‘I-I’Eﬂ DOODY’“ S

o first- meet Tom McGarry

‘old -St." Munehin’s' C.B." Schools,
the ‘year 1948," There: we .encournter.
‘a youth' of twelve,.
stars of “Brother Doody’s team ”
—the lads  who. sWwept all ‘before
them on hurlmg and . football
fields that ‘Season, including . -the
“Limerick Leader,”.,_ - Spils
lane and. Olo Cup trophies. And
Tom recalls that one of the most

Jads that | Was Ralph
Prendergast.
- -AS a member of the Trea,tyﬂ-Sars-_
fields  Club, Tom MeGarry
in - the vcelmty juvenile hurlmg‘ and
football - championships, and last
year ﬁgured in the county minor
which = Kilmallock
‘won, and in the county sénior
feetball final, - which Claughaun
won.. He was -also & . member - of
¢lub  senior . hurling team,
beaten by the eventual.champions,
‘Ahane. Tom Wwas. hohoured by
selection on both Limetick - minor
1%eﬁe5ms-—hurjlmg ang cfootball-——m'

A few ‘Seasohs age “he helped
Limerlck C.B.S. win ‘the Dean:
Ryan Cup, and . last yeat was en:
the side beaten in the Dr.. Harty
cup final, and oh - the feotball
team. narrewly and. unluckily de-
feated in the - Munster Celleges
Cup. competition: |

H]I}SJ FIRST IN TEB(EST IN

-~ HANDBALL: .. -

Two years ago this month, Tom
ed an interest in he:nd-
‘ball and - quiekly made his mark,
winning the ‘county minor eoft
ball smglee title - for- his e¢lub, St.
Munehin’s,  -that 8season, beatmg

eeasen

at® Limerick,

In - the minor doubles. he _sus-
tained one of his only ehampmn- '-
ship deéfepts. ~With -his partner,]
Pat Costelloe, he met and defea-
ed Martin Mulhne and -partner, of
Prospect, in the eeml-ﬁnal andil
played the ‘deecider immedmtely
afterwards, . enly to. be beaten by
clubmatey Jlmmzy* Keyes and
Sonny . Walsh., St.. Munehine ,Won
four COunty erowne
losing only- Jumer “doubles,
}Nﬁlfch was e:wart%ed to . I—Ios xtal ;
O ewm uted . nal
Tonni hg thlep e%un% handbell_'
smglet lest ‘-year Tom won every|
- played and. had
‘the: unique- dletmctmn of not, con-|-
eedmg a game m aﬂy rubber—-—elub
-‘er dounty.

' In the minor singles, hls epenmg
_siccess was against. Kll‘b ‘of Clare,
In  the eeml-ﬁnal he-“
beat a ver geed Pplayer in Dewney

(Waterford) at Dungarvan. The"
final ~was played at Killeely, the |
home. court, and O'Sdllivan, of

-at L1mer1ek

Kerry, Was overeeme

e e T e et T R R AL TR S R

Park '_ and | All-Ireland honours, |
‘Coughlan, of Oﬁfaly,_ geing doWh
‘21-4; 21-8.

_' by Martin Mu111ns thé initial win|

'jt& glags back-wall, at Clegheen the

“opening ™ last year, for his match | -

beat Cork - 21-1 21-3 at Clogheen,|
and triumphed over Kerry, at Kil-
. leely,
' Munster singlées title. .
1 Ireland
‘Moynihan, who won the 1954 AII-?-%‘;?_;FOHIG at Horse and Jock
‘Cross. came at Ballypatmck ‘Wwhere |

victorious maréh. In the- opening , Offaly were the victims.

“first round at

in the Ballcourt at St. Mary’s
Park. For . the .All-Ireland semi-|
- final, egeinst a ~strongly - fancied

‘beat" Ry‘an and

WE‘. ‘
st VISH: SEFoutth C'Iass” in. thel

ene 0f the |

‘winning of _thres of .these. In 'the
minor. singles final “he . beet Pat

‘Ballin
deubles final at the same vehue

Ballingarry pair.. Hg. wag pért-
| nered ~ by, . Hddie O’Nelll i the
latter fubber,

Tom'sg third Countv medal of

Played |
| doubles final when

‘ling game the day he was fixed for |

| the junior singleg, semi-final.- His-
opponent took a walk-over, but
Sonny . ‘Walsh regained ‘the title |

'eiess

- MeGe.rry——e,re :
{ ms all live in O’Callaghan Avenue,

g cengre,‘tuie,tmn
o £

1 hel
of ?hél Mummpal Courts, for vs.fhiwu::ht

t dend,

{ing the youth of the city & heatthy
| Qutlet ang -

I of old
| Canon Carroll (Rathkeale) Jimmy

i must take pardonable pride in they

its present proud pemtlon

| take 4 ball frem elther side, and |
i by his own
'shlp

- BIG GAMES o
A Jeurne ef 140 miles had te be

undertaken ‘for. _ the - “All-Ireland
semi-final, agamet Mayo st Holly-
moint; ‘and then the trip to Croke

In the minot deublee pertnered' :

was against: Clare, ‘at Tuamgrenev !
The semi-final was the occasion of|
the opening of the new court, with
second  time ' -Tom figured in an

in Dungarvan was also a -"ﬁret.
timer ¥ ‘there, - The Limerick panﬂ

the same day as Tom won his
~In the Al-

‘Galway.,. were|
ey; and
second . All-Ireland Celtic

~gemi-final,

The = minor - doubles herdbell
titles else came to leerlck :
1955——~Jlmmv Keyes . (8t Mun-
chin’s) .and Pat O Neill (Hospital)
proving. sueccessful,. Pat Costelloe |
helped in the defeat of Cork in-the
Horse ang Jockey,
but it was Keyes and O'Neill who
Dolieny (Tﬁppei-
in  the provineial final @t
Horse and Joeckey and later won
the “All-freland’” from Kilkenny
at Croke Park. Doheny afterwards

ary)

won - the smglee crown -fer Tlp—
perary* - | |
- M "‘:_NCHIN’S OLUB’S

| GREAT RECORD

St Munchms Club. wen all five |
C“euntv titleg last Beason, emphas-
ising theit euperienty by ot con-

ceding -4 game in any rubber.
And Tom  McGarry was in the

21-4 at
" miner

O’Neﬂl
garry, -

of Heepltel 21
Sand . in t
bedt - a

and -on the same day,

1955 came in the Junior. County
partnered by
Jim Xeogh, he. helped . to defeat
Hosp1ta1 at Be,llingarry

He might have rhade it four only
for haw.ng to play a ‘colleges hur-

for St. Mundchin's, with a 21-1, 21~4
success in the county final, - F
St. Munchin’s fifth -county suc-
was - schieved - by Padady |
Hackett, Whﬁu beat Jlm Meynihen
of Proepect in the ‘sénior Smgles
ﬁne,l
An mterestmg‘ f:a.et ig! the,t 1:]{'1reei
All-Treland  medal. W1nnersuPad¢y

Hackett, Jim Keéyes and Tom.
close . neighboure,

not far from the site of the famous
old Quilty’s Ballcourt, where the

peerless John- Joe 'Bewles leerned

the r‘udiments ef ’the game .

NeW 18" yeerg e,nd F menths of -

| age, Tom McGarry stands 6 ft. 0%
in. and weighs 12st. 8lbs.

- Well
and sturdily” built, he is & bramv
be.llple.yer, with a great crack of
a ball. . Deceiving’ to  study at
play, hlsa long- strideg. help him to
take what oftén: seem imposgible

ghots.,  He sometimes gives the
-1mpreseien of being slow; but
actually - boasts remarkable -speed

and agllitv for his ‘avordupois, as
many an oppenent hes leerned to

that year;fl‘ his cost.:

Some ef Tem MeGerrye treas-

ured peesessiene are the letters of

e reeewed frem

=Wereh1p** e Mg oT, sATd

Russell, on hlS All-Irelend euc-f

cesses
A, Ruesell he,e alweys taken a

keen | mterest in handball and |
mete"rle,llv in- the ‘erection

City Engineer, Mr. Charles Sten-
son, .must  also get some of the)
eredit. leermk “ pioneered - this
work, now paying off a. rich divi-
7ot only in theé return of the
Ceufntv to the All-Ireland limelight
but in- the help it renders in giv-
“g place to play.” L
. INVALUABLE HELP |
The interest and eneouragement .-
players like Very Rev. W. J.

Haekett have |

Kirby. and Paddy
the latter]

proved 1nvaluab1e andg

of St

great achievementg the
Munchin’s lads. Dbecause it . |
mainly due to his interest and ad-.,
vice the Club has progressed to_-

- Paddy Hackett believes in: g‘et—i
tmg his players young "He starts |
them off in juvenile’ ‘competitions {
inn the smaller coutts at Killeely, |
ensures. that they are trained to|

leader- |

interest ‘and 1

asgsists me.tehally in engend-
ering the enthusiasm necessary to

| attain_the perfeetion requireg to
wip . high - honburs. Iheldentally, -
| Paddy is uncle of the 1lad that.

W{m h1e All-Ireland medal in- 1954, -
is, himself a well kinown hand-.._

I bail feferee 1ast . séason - having
efficmted at most of the All-Ire-
land finals | ifi - whlch hmerlck

were not enge. ad.

- And a last fact cencer‘ung St
Munchin’s-—of their twenty-four
| playing members, = twenty - three

do not drink or smoke




