ﬁrosuio, at the CTOSS~

R roads ~"opr - im’ the ta.vern no
“tales are: 11stenod to with groa,ter

mterest than -those dealing with |
=athletic feats of some . great.

~ the
) .men of the distriet in the iong
- ago. A love -of. athletics and- ad-

" miration' for “manly achievements.

. ~—feelings closely akin  -<- have.

‘been characteristic of our people |

| down, through the centuries.

“In-theose: dim - and 'distant agos,

when our island anoostoro cleared |
our . forests) tilled our flelds by

- ‘methods long And outdated, h“ntad
“-for red -deer and. -elk, the well-

-_fbemg of the housechold donended
L OXEY the brea.d-wmnors hysioa,l
S prowess and “skill. When -the
Celts - ﬁrst commltted their
| thoughtg 0 to garohment their |
“herpes.. were - aLl grea,t athlates,
.from Fm,;o down
Tradltlon .dies hard Before

;-orgmmsed athletles became popu-

dar-in: Europe contests .in. wolght-
-"throwmg and

men tried-
So it

cross-road;. rand ’ fair,
~ their strength and aglhty

was_no wonder that whon organ1-.-

- sed athletlos “were - revived - in.
Jreland. over: se’venty years - ago;’
giants - and 11the-11mbed men

flocked to -the playing fields and ¢hell of Hmly. Pat- MoGrath com-|

- quickly. . established the name «hof
the athletlc Irishmen SRR

THF DA:VIN BRMHERS

Tho ﬁrst remarkable Irish ath
letes to enter the 1ntornat10nal
- arena of modern athtetlcs Were -

the ‘brothers -~Maurice and Pat
Davm ~of Carrick-on-Suir. Maur-~
ice fa,r outshene all hig: COmpesrs
a8 . a welght-thrower, as did. Pat
Dayin as. & jumper, ruynner and:
hurdle-racer.: Both-  won ~many.
Engligh ohampionships and ‘hun-
- dreds:  of - .medals" a.nd, -prizes.
against ‘the .- créam. - of - Engliah

‘Scottish  and - Amerloan “athletes ;-

‘of theirtime. With the: esta,bhsh

ment- of. the Gaell,c A.thl;etio ASe

Irelood a.thlotic

. -soclatlon mral
for the first

talent was tapped

time “and - Munster: responded by |
the bulk .of the cham-:

'_prowdmg
_pions .in. the. jumps, W&ightb and.
long dlstance events..

‘Mitchell, “O'Sullivan,.: Rea,l Daly, 1

Purcell,’ Shan'_,,-z -ian,L Leahy, Pmbhs,
O’Donov&n de - M. RS ch,
- Q'Brien, O’Neﬂl Gonwa
- ney, . Mooney, Malone I?elly,, lo-
Ia,ney, “Woed,  Barry, F‘r___;,;.j:;
Fahey, Wall, Courtney and »

 rissey were some of a Wﬁn@erful
bunoh “0f - ‘athlétes - in' ‘the
‘eighties” and early nmetles
| thIS grand company,  we find’ ‘the.

-subj eot ‘of our  sketch thig weel §

--:—-Pat McGra.th of Lackondarra!
Anglesboro Who Was 4, -compe-
titor: at ”the ﬁrst AllmIraland
Athletlo ohamfmlonshlp mootmg Or="
. gamoed ----- By,
cer foliowmg
and “brought‘
_athletic ohamplonship
| Sarsﬁeld’o ~County, -

- Roused by the ﬂne
-anoes of thmr neighbours, rela~ |
tives; . and “friends, - the ‘peagan= |
try. Balhod 1o tho sports
Cings witho moreasing ‘enthusiasm, }
“ahd- sQon: & WldoSpread school of
.athletm devotlon Was estabhshed
in - Munster,. -

EARLY DAYS ofr ’FHE GAA.

Tho GAA was not estabhshed
without: - - considerable -opposition.
frony: What. mlght be _termed
want of a bétter Word
Y forelgn ‘*“:-'t1on - Ireland,
. They hom ia *-blg mooting in. Dub-
‘lin win© Jgnuary, 18885,
“on ‘the: ‘formation ‘of the Irish
- Amateur: Athlet;lo Assoclatmn in an
@ﬁﬁortwt@ ASOUNERT-- 53 ; WY, tmit:iosw of
“the (A.A." Commentmg on. ,
"meotmg the “Freeman'’s Jeurnal”
said: “We do not know that the
GAA sooks to -interfere with
any- body but “if - these ‘people
imagine . that they &ro E omg to
‘gquasht the: ‘Archbighop o Cashel,
'Mr Parnoll ‘and: -Mpr. Davitt be- ]
cause’ thoso .gentlemen * dosire to
promote II‘lSh athletics, rand to!
secure -a  due- rooogmtmn in ath-|
letig . programmes of . those manly |
_'exorcises in.-which Irlohmon have |}
from-. time 1mmomor1a1 excelled,
we take the liberty of telling
them that they are veryw muoh
mistaken P

<A, stern ﬁght developed betwoon
the: two. orgamsations but the |
T COMIA 0N ; pooplo of . Ireland ‘rallied
to the (}A.& ‘and soon we find Dr.
.Oroke, Archbishop of ~ Cashel,
penning. these. lines: *‘I am much
pleased - tofsee that the G.AA. is
‘bounding; “ahead fast, and that
our . pational sports, s0 long neg-
lacted,. are -once more: patronised |
by the rism;g manhood of Ireland.
Of course, it has met with opposi-
tion, as everything genuinely Irish
has te expoct ‘but 1 learn almost
daily .the “gladdening intelligence
that it iz spreading its affiliations

oy

3ta.bhshment
ﬂrst two II‘ISh
titles

1ts

| far ami wndo, and that ere long_lt

jumping were wide-
. sSpread in’ Iralam}ma,t the pattern, |

PQWE;' ) .
O'Maho- | or

{the meeting:
['and support erg or th

laicg ]'f-t

the ‘G AVAL, the ‘sum--

erform- :

meet- 1.

for | 0
the |

and ‘decided: | .

Y _ L
this | ins.- Long’ jump . Pgy 'MoGroth

BY SEAMUS Q’C.,P_‘JLAZ L f

'{wmll hav.a a. oomma.ndmg inﬂuence"_'
its way and within its leggltll-
e

-in
mate -
'oountry

F B, BINNEEEBN OF
BA.LLYLAN IFERS

Elarney was the ﬁrst
-lotio meeting held under

sphere throu ghaut

K

ing - the posgition  af

1o tho
anmmor "

Referrmg

“Cork - said:

B.
a.ttompt was

man in Iroland B,
Ballylandom An
mado
GAA, to get him not to run but,
‘like - the true ‘man he: 1s, he scorned
such mﬁddlesomenoso
stuck to. hig

theé high Jump ahd
yards Haif evente at that meeting.
The next moeting Wy
lthe ‘Mardyke - Grounds,
Am@ng&t .,_.._.".ﬁs@ " who
Pprizeg were - Dr, Tanner
C‘usack and- Maurioe ‘Davin and
the performanceﬁ : mcluded
breaking of a record by J.

-Cork. |

Mit—-

potod at thig meetling and won the]|
running hop, - stop and jump ‘event
cat 44 feet 3 ins, W&a second in i

by those, ' opposod ta the|

and. boldlv
resolytion to throw. in
his lot with the Nationalist ath-
kates of: Ireﬂand " Frank won bhoth
one hundred |

| held at

presontod
Mlohaei

“the!

.:, at Hayes's Hotel, Thurles,
| of ‘October, 1885, just a . day short

big ath—- g
(@979
rules, and resulted in . strongthen--‘
the  new.
organisation ‘throughout Munster. :
moetmg the |
: “Tha
GLALA, can elaim to having under !
itg banner the best hundred yards.!
- Dinneen -of

1 Pat MoGra,th was "'present a,s 8

dolegate at: the first annual All-
Ireland - Oong'rom of the G.ALA. Iﬁld
on st

of twelve nouc::nthf.:,l after the founda-
tion of the Association, and at the
adjourned meeting of same, ‘at
CThurles: on 27th Febru&ry, 18806,
Mr. Da% H. Ryan, the Founder of |
f-*-'-'J,merw Qommerolo,la Footeall
also attondod Cthe latter
mootmg

AL SpOPtS meotmgia durm,g 1%.86
we . find. Thomas Ryan,. of Murroe,
prominent at the: North Tipperary
G.ALA, m@otlng “on . 9th August
‘when- he won at puttiqg 28 1bs.
with- follow, 34ft, 9ins, and three,'_
days latar, at Portar ington, where
.he. was sbeocessful at outtmg 16
1bs. - (38£¢. 41no) and throwmg the
“hammor

At Clonmel on 2131’, Aug uat we
find Pat Moﬁmth Sﬁcond in . ‘the
| 66, Ibs. toJ,: Mitchel, who  won
bv half an inch &.Qzﬁft Hins, .t
Dunleary, on 12th- _:_.-'_j_;ptomber Pat
‘McGrath “won. two ‘events - the

running -hop, otep and jump (43ft.

Club,.

iﬂm&m ) -and the Tunning long jump

(241t S;IHS_, . H:e had - anothor win
in the - “I -Btep,”. at. Bray -
Sports ort 14th Soptomborl his dis-
tance - on th:s ocoamon bomg 4ESft -

th;e x‘unmn;: “high  ju to  J. J.
{Meanning (Simnilebmdgm ~with - a‘
b ft.. 6@ ing. effort, B, Dmnoen
flling the thirg plaqoo* | Anothor

Iﬂ'memok athleth figuring. af this’

meeting wag: Iarrv Peorg of “Kil~
malloek,- Who wag - gecond to. J W

Ma,nnmg 1n_ Iooth the . 44% Vo,rds.and

880 .yards: flat _@Ylentﬁ_ light of |
the mootmg was the groa; rao@ be-
tween T. T Q’Mahonm Ros~

f:::orl::or:,r Steam, Engine,”” and F‘ B.
Dmnoon for the 100 I‘dst >
 Ballylanders man,
two vards to his opppnem 1
great race -of it but wag heoton
wo -inches. fors tha ta,po in a mo»ot
oxeitlng‘ ﬁm |

RIVAL E‘IXTURES

T‘he ﬁmt blg
GA,A and. the TAAA ‘acgurred at
Tralee, on Wednesday, 17th  June,
1885, and- resulted in a  decisive
wctory for the popcula,rlv g‘ovorned
~gianisation, The Co. Kerry Ath-
Jetic . and " Cricket C‘lub organised
-under T, A_ AN Rules -

.&A degi-
GA. A, Sports
’I“ho ,Athletm and’

ded’on, holding
same. day:

oomplotel boycotted Whllst tthe

‘-JI.

gt - &t1r~

rmg ﬁpaeoh' favour of ‘The

did - goneourse -of people had. not
‘assembled in ‘Tralee since @
| nell’s great meeting in 1845 Alto-
"getzrr “there 'were over faur.

hunolred entrlas er tho me&tmgﬁ
E IRST G A.A, : \ MPTONSEH]

The ﬁrot chﬁmpionshm mootmg
ot the G.A.A. was held in Tramore
on: 6th October -188%5. The winner: .
{in- each event got 8 ‘gold- medal
f_and a prize value for £3 B‘or the
lb..  hammer oompet,ttmn the
-traphr WaS. 4. splendlci silyer qup,
,the cglitt of Most Rev %

Gro,th Laokenda,rrof' a.mi
’I‘hornosf Ryan,

Championship ‘doubles..

The 1’;}_111

results Wﬂl .
 Blinging 1bged 8, __Mltohel
Emly,_ﬁrst 29 ft. 427ins.; °

Ry lVI“lfl PR ;'“‘"‘"" S"@céﬁﬁ“‘“m

Laokondaﬁra first,
100 yards flat—P. S.
rick-on-Suir, first, ‘Putting
_T-Thomas : Ryan Murroe, 37 ft,
08 “ing, first; ' J. 8. Mitchel, !
HEmly, 36 ft lﬁ’“ ins,, second. 440
yards flat—T. J. O'Mahony, Ros—
carbery, first. Throwing 14’ 1hg.m—

J. S Mitchel imly, 106 ft. 6 ins,
ins., first; 'I‘homas Ryan,- Mur—
roe, 51 ft. 10%  ins., second 120
yards hurdles—P, S Kenny, Car-"
‘rick-on-Suir, first, Throwmg‘ 16
Ilbs hommor (Dr, Croke Cup) —
' J. S. Mitchel, Emly, 10 ft. 6. ins
first; James Slattery, - 104 - ft, )
ins.,, second. One mile flat—J, J. !
Manmng,_ Sixmilebridge, 5 mins.
8 secs, first; J. Carroll Ahorlow,
 second. Three miles walk . J.
 Hennessy, Cork, 23 mins. 38 secs,
firgt; J. Hynos Dublin,
Standmg hop, step -and- jump
Dan Fraher, Dungarvan,- 31 ft.
8% ins., first;. ‘Thomas
‘Dungarvan, 30 ft. 6% ins.,
‘Running . high Jump-—vPa,t
Grath (Laokendarra) 5 ft. 4 ins.,
first. . Putting 28 bs. - shot —
Thomas Ryan, - Murroe, 33 ft. 6%
ins,, first; J. 8. Mltchel Emly,
ﬁ32 ft 11 _ins, second. |

21 ft. 6 ins.
Kﬁnny garn
16 1bs.

second.
Mc-~

'Cricket Club ﬁxture . Was- almogtm

| GAVA. and. sa,ld that such: & ‘splen--

‘Clon-

be read w:ith interest:

‘second..

'Fll-'

- czommg

yphy. [T, €]
e@!}_éodin&‘z;_ 'Lﬁst/ of

.'__

]P%ddock Vory Rev Frf MQM@hon, )., T :

of “Murroe". goourmg*

. e ¥ ik o . R el
. » , ey 3 AN Bl O R ORI
H A L ] e g - T C il e g 4
- f. -: --..-'1-;-- v '“‘,:' . \'_'.! Lol s e /"'_'_ I.""' » e 1 P4
.-.=_ f . N l i H - . v
A b
d 4 ..%

I

imany .old.

Barry, |

. here be ow.

ZRyan Won at |
ifeet 1@‘*‘- Inchos

and

221115 n

AT SE""’ _ﬁ ALL*IRE ik _"NB
LYK -rIQNS‘ HIPS, - .
th MoGPath and. Ryan Wore
agom in winning lists. af the.see- "
%I;ld -GA% Athlott[to All«Irelaml
amplonsl 1p mee W‘hioh
‘wag - hekd HS%ZII‘I on
Tith - Sop’i’:@ﬂh‘ber l886 Anqther
leorlokman Dan Shanahan
mto Wmnmg Yists”
alsor hero, Mxtchol broke AW
recortls, An- the 56 1bs.. Whlf}h he
thrfaw ‘34 feet 1 mch, to ‘beat. Dr..
¢!, Daly's. (of Dromin). wrevious

f 33 feet 11 inches, and inthe’.
near, Wh,m: 3 he sent  three
mches boy&rﬁaﬁ Maurloo Daums Te-"
cord- of 181 feot 6 - inches, . Dan::
Shanahen “won thﬂ long jump (21
feet 71 inc-!ﬁiea) “running

_ tha . ﬁt&p %d jgmg (% feet 11
Clﬁ. h betweem thﬁ 4 1’;

M rath held*
1 title” with an
mohoa. Thomas:
;_;ushmg 28 1bs. (38
3) and: .throwina* ‘the|
< ;1 feet 108 mches,)
was seeond: m Mttmg 16 1bs.
Woi ht (3% feet 1§ -inches). gling-
g 56 1bs,,;: uml;;'itett Itunr and £0l- |-
-low (38 foot 1L i;i;_‘_}:;lchos) Ahrowing |
{ 16 - 1bs. hamr fﬁot 6 mohass

m_... , P@t
leffort oﬁ 5 feot qi

16 b, welght

‘handla, unhm_ﬁii ed" Tun and foilow
(124 foet 8 mches} .;_ nd &t thrmwmg
Ibo ha'mmef AN
INDER LAA, RULES, |

omae Ryan also competed at

e chax ='mooh1m; ‘held undor the|
IAA ‘Ruleg in. 1886 and} ,?_87 and |
WO 8t throwmg* the 16 ibs* ‘hams
mer (9 feet circle) at both; ‘his fig-

ures being—106 feet Ti: mohej_ and |

{109 feet. 6% inches, respectively.

t MeGrath,/ who . went to. reside |

;nn""'Dubim “ahout fth;s time, did not
| compete. - as far ‘as can be ascer-

FP. | tained ‘again until 1891, when we
~ find him mnmmg with thf;,ﬁ 14 -1bs, |
wand; 15 lbg. .

tﬁz:zg:-'i.fng'awa,n ﬁoorts
'T‘WE*I?& m&nths later hig last ‘WIIIL
g necordod——wtho date, lst Auguat |
ithe venue, Clonmel. where he won
the 56 lbs Witth foltﬂw &t 2% feet 2

moho&. N
|  pity- that’ Ma

Tt wag !rath;
mlssod, tho fow wtol ‘SeaH0N. " be-

- DM treen 1886 anad 1891, for he: Would
Tt s -.;f-;-f.-;;.:almost cTpa
: _m%_ the gre@.t ‘athletie- “mvaa;on?-iﬁ

rtainly have . partxol-.-"i;;_*- ;
.0
merica," Whit?;g event. ‘place.
towgrd the d of 1888,{ @ﬁd, l_oﬁt N
remarkab}ex 1mprooa om th ,;;men—
oan athletm_ ﬁoorre“ LT AL IR |

most Weloorpﬁ lettov -from'
grand. Limerick athlete of” othor
days, Jim Fahey, .of Gralballv for |
long years now. lwmg in far away
Chicaga. Jim gends  through the
‘*Umerlok Le&dﬁr“ Christmao
greetingg the ~ kind- |
? : ‘past to: h,1s_
mendq m Galhallv and
' {throughout Munster. © And on my|
own behalf and speaking, too, for
the many great admirerg . of thek
men wheo have - figureq in this
gserieg of Great Limerick Athletes.|
I tender to all who .have hrought]
‘athletic honour ta the na,m& of
‘Shannonside in any sphere, best|
wigheg for the enjoyment of allthe|
jove and Tblessings  of a H&nnv
Chrrstmaotidxo and many more
vears' to enjoy the reflected glory
of their grest delods “in da*gs that'
uaed to be.’ -
Pat McGrath and all tog mony._
of those Whose careers I have re-|
viewed here are no more.  They |
slumber 'oeo.cofully ip - somg qmot_f_
Irish churchyard, or far away  in|
distant lands. But wherever they
lig, gur o.o,rneat prayer is that they |
are there, to renew on the. plmrmﬁ,.
fields of heaven, the rwalrv “that|

|

brought such pleasrurie to so manw.

e i e
- r - -




