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TN recallmg the career ef one of,

Limerick’s greatest hurlmg
defenders; Paddy McInerney it is;
natural that mnostalige mem-
. ories ehepld ‘come crowding of the

- tamed Club with which- he was S0
closely. associated.

Young‘
grand c¢lubs -of the .mid-yearg of
the G.A.A—the - fifty golden - sea-
gons from- 18938 to 1948 covering the.

- spell dullng which ‘the popular
LOIOUTE: blue. and gold shed
ustre en leemck hurling and

gathered. henours ‘galore not only
un Shennonside but in almost all!
of the nurling counties.

Paddy: Melinerney was a greatj
- Young Irfeland man, one of  the
- grand band of hurlers who breug’h";

LIMERICK. AT"‘

Ireland was ‘one of the ! .

..—h—ul—-—-—_

was alawys proud of the o0ld -col-
ours., In fact, few clubg can be

“hurling

named who had more loyal andi
enthue1astlc membeérs ,and for that!
reason it  is partleularly pathetic
that the old Club of such happy as-
wpcietions has ceased to exist in
"Limerick Gaeldom,

except in thej

~hearts of the old rlmelel——members
and suppertere ‘alike—who  will.
ever hold such tender memories of
the grand band who made the hur-
ling welkin. rm,g in days that ‘Wl]l
na: come agaln

~ Nothing" emphae1ees the paeemn’
of the years more than the ‘mem-~
ory of* old. aesec1at10na, dnd the
dleappearance of- 'so many

background of tthe
when we werg boys is the indica-
~tion that yeuth is no longer ours=-
—a  réalisation: “"that  makes .us
~ cherish: the more the friends . we
used to know .in the carefree heurs
of long. ago |

ALMUST  ALL ARE GONE
~ Almost.all of thosge . who helped
to establish the. great “Youhg  Ire-
- land Club fifty - seven ‘years ago
have gone to theéir eternal reward,
and only a few remain of the inen

ling honours in.the blue and gold
colours mere than half a eentury
2£0..

Young Ireland opened a chap-ter-
of Limerick hurling history then
- that spread over-%the decadesg and
" left the proud wearers of ‘the old
familiar jerseys at the end leaders
- in the hurling roll of honour of

Limerick County:. It mattérs not
now: that another fameue combin-
- ation came in aftet‘ years to sur-
pess that record, ‘because for the
majority of the hurling fans of
- their day:the "memory of Young
Ireland and. the gallant. men who
wore the-Club jersey must ever re-
main fragran‘t and refreshing, . .

Wa toast one of. the latter thre
Weekaaddy Melnerney—in - exile:
for many a day, but still a popular
favourite with- ithe hurling -lovers
of the days when he flourished as
one of Limérick’s finest defe‘nders
-_ A NATIVE OF. CLARE

A native of O’Gallaghans Mrlle,
Paddy Wae .almost born: ‘with. a
“hurley in~ hlS hands, and hurled as
soon as he was able. with: the local
younhgsters under the’ guidance of
Tom MeGrath, a great All-Ireland
mahn of his day. Also in the parish
. lived sueh famous: hurlers as: Ned
Grace, Paddy: Meany; Paddy ©'Cal=
Iaghan, Denis. O’'Callaghan, Paddy
O’'Brien, Paddy O'Dea,; Tom Mc-
Inerney, Johi1 Kélly, Tommy Lynch
Jim Flanagan, Tom Higgins, Jibh:
Pepper, - Hugh Moeloney, and. J.
Hurley=-the *“ makings” of an All-
Ireland team almost in the one
parish.”
| They often Walked as kids the
~ three miles each way to play an-
.other team, and it was nothing to
see fifty or sixty boys practmiemg
-every--eyening in. a-field - belengmg_
to Paddy’s father.

.+ At an early age, old hurlers pre-
"d1eted that Paddy would one ‘day-
“play in the Markets Field,”. and
sure he did! Still very youn%lwhen
he went to reside in Limerick,
- Paddy went to Leamy's. School
there and.in geod time found his
way to the Markets - Field’ as a|
member of the 7Young Ireland
team, which he joined in 1912.

OUTSTANDING MEMORY

Paddy’s outstanding memo ry|

still is of the great struggle with
the other. famous.city team of" the.
-glory daysmCIaughaun and it

his ardent hope that the enthus—-.
iasm their . meetmge evoked wili

be the' rneans yet of revwmg the,_'.
‘caps, as I found out when big

famed " Young ‘Ireland’s--to ~recap-

ture the hurhng heritage ‘that ist

so fully theirs,

-ling

who!|

helped: to - bu11d up the pleasant{ .
“happy days| I
-11te1:‘a11y bofn with a hurley in his

teams,

Every
Barrington’s Pier.-
he indulged . in running and hut-
ling at the Market’s Field- and at

Mungret and Patrickswell,
‘home and to ‘bed. When the hur-

‘took to
.often demg fifteen to twenty miles

Lo 1e. -distussed e

‘the great players of his time,
cluding

Paddy played Wlth Young Ire-
land’s frem 1912 101925 ‘and won

: D I Y M cI N E R N E Y of Youn g l relands
ly SEAMUS O’CEALLAIGH

‘honours in pienty with them,
cluding the County ehampmnsmp
titles of 1921 and 1923, captaining
the team the latter year. A win
that he ‘appreciated a lot was:
egainst Ballingarry {for the his-
toric John Daly Cup.
Picked for leerlck in 1918, he |
helped the green and white to "All-
Irelarid = success that year, 1
triumph they repeated in _1921.
Paddy c¢aptained the Shannonmde
fifteen that won Munster honours
i in 1923, but they lost the
All—-’[relend to Galway. He feels
the team were overtrained for that
. m=teh, 2nd to this fact he attri-
butes the defeat. Another trophy
H¢ treasures is the Thomond Keis
fiiedal won with Limeriek.

Paddy mtended continuing his
in ~America and he ac-
tually played one game in the old
Celtic Park Grounds, New York,

‘but owing to job- conditions was

unable to carry on. He was, how-
ever happy to meet a lot of the
old Gaels who had left Ireland
befere him ahd, one in particular,
the famous Egan Clancy, with
"Avhomi he hed the heneux- of ‘hur-
agamst Cork (Redmonds)
Selection in Killarney, the Sunday
béfore the Fedamore man left for
the U.8.A. Egan was a great Gael

‘and 9, true Irishman, with love of
’ceuntry to the last.

KIND FOR HIM TO BE A
HURLER

said early on that Paddy was

hands. Anyway, it was kind for
hitn to be & hurler for all his
famjly at his father’s side, and

‘cousins played with the old Clare
and Hhis brother, the late

| Johnny McInethey, played with
the Commercials and later Claug-

rhaun; who were a great téam in

the e¢ity in  those ‘days. Paddy
still holds a great admiration for
the Claughaun lads and expresses
hls pleasure at seelng them back

in the limelight again after some
‘lgan

years. His hope is that they
producé some great players as in
the past, such as Rochford, the
Kelly brothets, Toin McGrath
Dan Troy, Mickey Cross; etc., and,
of course, Johnny was later a
Yeung Ireland  stalwart, and in
after years rendered great service
to- the Blue and Gold as a club

officer and commitiee member.

BOW HE TRAINED |
Paddy McInerney’s training
‘schedule will be read with interest
and maybe amaze some of our
present generatwn of players.
morning - at seven he
had a fast walk and ran out to
Every evening

night ‘had a fast walk as far as
then

close season came along he
long - distance

Hng

in the. company of his old friend,
Mickey Hartlgan, to whom Paddy
sends ‘sincere good wishes. Mrekey
was an old Young Ireland player.
A keen follower of -athletics and
deeply interested in the develop-

ment of camogie, ‘Paddy can recall

iiost of the great athletic featy of

- his youthful days and was present
at the Markets Field to see the
| great Paddy Leahy clear 6 ft.6 ins.
Jilin the High Juinp, and later had the
‘pleasure of seeing.. famous figures

like J.
Jack

J R yan, Cenden OBr1ens,
O’Grady, - Jim KXKeays,

| O’'Leary of Cork, McNamara of
Clare,"

and many ~more of the
greats whose naimes will long live
where the athletic days ef Ireland
Paddy hurled agaunst most ef
in-
Hughie - - Shelly, Mlcky
Leahy and Paddy Dwyer of Tip-
perary: Tom  McGrath, Clare:
Frank ' Burke and Brendan Consi-
dine, of Dubliny Larry MeGrath,
Galway: . Fugene Coughlan and
e’ Aherne, Cork, and not forget-

ing his old friend and rival — Ton:
| _McGrath of Claughaun.

“AMUSING INCIDENT

Paddv tells an amusing incident

of hls hurling days: “I tried to
bring:home-to Liinerick one of the
old Th.rbberadere caps which were

',Worn by the Beherlahan selection.
You might as well take Thurles

out of  Tipperary- as one of -those
Mic-
key Maher rushed me to the rails
after the
I got home. to Yimerick myself in
one piece  as” when'T lopgked and

; Centre-forwards

|and again and

walking, |

-+ pléyers in same'as a start-towards

game, I thanked mvy stars

i saw ‘the s1ze of the man I eﬂ’ered;
| no opposition. T had no wrong put-’

. pose in my mind, but I just:
: thought ‘en old- ’I‘uberadera cap:
11.’::0111»{:1 be stwch & wohderful souvs
enit frotn the great hurling couhty.
1 still say ay old friend IDenny
Lanigan had a lot to do witit galis |
imo" me the ldea a few .nights be-~
| fore the game.” -

. In answer to the query “What J-
is your opinion of preeent, clayi
players?” Paddy replied" “I & not |
in a position ate offer a failr opinmn
being away so lonig; however, the
two teains I gew playing i New
Yorlk, Corh ahd Tlpperarv, I feel]
are not up to the standard of the
Corlc and Tmperare teams I saw
singe tay youhy daya. I have sesn!
them sll from thé ersn of the fapi-|
ous Thuries Blues and peerless
Toomevara, likawise the famed|
Dungsurney and Blackrook selecs|
tiong: But I will say some o6f the |
indivdual plawers are as good ify
not better., One man I will men-|
tion and that is Christy Ring, of
Cork. 1 think nf all the famous
I hHave seesnn play-
‘ing; in my judegment, Christy Ring
‘and Mick Mackev are the two best |
Jreland ever produced. I notide the
longe distance pucks have dis-
appeared and on thie . whole the |
pilayers seem smaller. I hﬁve talkad |
with other well known psst players
tin New York and they all seem to 7-
think the same.” - -

- HIS GRE‘ATEST GAME

When asked to name the greatest
game he played in, Paddy said: “I
tnink the greateet game I pliayved
was in the Cork - ‘Athletic' Grounds !
against Lipperary. for the Munster |
final. We led by two points and a |
few minutés to go, and typical of |
’lrpperafy thev ewept “down  the|
clearing everythin; before |
them, It was like a- bayengt charge,.
but the Limerick defence in glor-
lous fashioni held them back again

21l thé Shanrnonsid
plavers and supporters were happ;'
to hear the final whistle”.
Cencluding his flagh back from
over the sesas, Paddy said that he
kept closely in touch. with home
a;ffaws through the medium of the
LII’)?QI']C}( Leader.” “Hven though
late,” ‘he went on, “Td like to offer:
my eengratulatmns to the Lime-
rick juniér team on theéir great!
victory for all-Ireland honours, 1
hope it i{s g Stepping stoné to
greater success in the future and )
that we shall all see- ‘the name of}
Limerick batk .in the proud posi-
tion' of other days. I am sure the |
material is to be found in Limerick|
to-day as it was then, and if the|
younger generation weuld get to-1{
gether, organise each parish in the
county, get all the youths to the
Practice field every evening under]|
the control of some past players, |
train hard, with plenty . of games
thrown in, I have no doubt in al
short time Limerick would be back |
again in that proud peésition ohce |
held. I had a very happy meéeting
with my ~old friend, Sean Og.
Murphy, _.dUrmg kis VISIt to New
| York and: it made me very happy |
to see him-looking so fit ‘and well.

‘THE GAELS OF. NEW YORK

- “The Geele of Netw Yerk are delng
a great job at the moment. Feot—-
‘ball ig at a very high suendard and
the hurlers -are going to be very|
fit by the time they visit Ireland,
with. hlgh hopes of Winning., As a
final word, I hope to .see a team|
soon again on the field wearing the
loved blue and gold colours of
Young Ireland. I am glad to notice
the progress of the hew Inter-
House Leagues in the city and have|
hopes that some move might be
made to atrract ‘the wunattached;

the re-building of my old club. It's
a thought I had anyway.” .

Apart from his prowess. on the:
hurling field, Paddy was one ofj
the most gemal and sociable of
Gaels, and though hé be. divided
from us by the broad Atlantic,;
there are many: who 1look back
with pleasant memories . of Paddy
McInerney’s championship.  He 13]
now proprietor of a very ﬂeurzsh-
ing bar and restatirant business in'!
Katonah, about fifty miles from |

New York, where Gaels from every
county in Ireland are often to be
met. And many a night there &

great discussion takes place about
the old Gaelic days in Ireland, and
the great men who played the
games there are often toasted. But
our tosst to-night-'is “Paddy Mec-

Inerney, the white-jérseyed hero
of many a game“ . Long may he
ﬂeurlsh'

—




